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Examiner tips


Advice from the examiner on key points in the text to help you learn and recall unit content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers


Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summary




•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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Questions & Answers


[image: ]





About this book



This unit guide is aimed at students taking the AQA A2 Sociology course. It covers the topic Crime and Deviance, which is examined within Unit 4 and is one of the two topics for assessment in the AQA examination. This topic is designed to give you a good understanding of the impact of crime and deviance to individuals and to society as a whole, as well as providing you with opportunities to demonstrate your understanding of the links between crime and deviance, theories, methods and other topics within sociology. In addition, there is a specific requirement to demonstrate your understanding of the links between sociological theory and methods and the study of crime and deviance. This is an important aspect of the ‘stretch and challenge’ that is an element of A-level specifications in all subjects.


How to use the guide


To get the best out of this guide, you need to use parts of it at different times throughout your course. From the beginning of your study of crime and deviance you should look at the Content guidance section. This provides you with an overview of what is included in the specification for crime and deviance. It is designed to make you aware of what you should know before the unit test. As you go through the crime and deviance topic, you should refer to the relevant section of the Content Guidance to check on your progress and ensure that you have made the appropriate connections to other parts of the course.


The Question and Answer section offers some mock exam questions on crime and deviance for you to try, together with some sample answers at A-grade and C-grade level. Examiner’s comments are included on how marks are awarded at A2. To gain full advantage from this section, you should wait until towards the end of your entire A2 course. This is because the questions on crime and deviance, like all A2 questions, have a synoptic dimension, that is, they allow you to demonstrate your understanding of sociology as a whole and not just crime and deviance on its own. You should, therefore, make connections to sociological theories, to sociological methods and to other substantive topics that you have studied throughout your AS and A2 course, when they are appropriate. It makes sense, therefore, to attempt the practice questions and review the answers towards the end of your A2 course.


When you are ready to do this, look at the material provided and Example 1 question 01 and identify the specific areas of crime and deviance that the item and the question are concerned with. Then, identify the specific sociological theories and evidence that you can use to answer the question set. Having studied the question carefully, you should attempt to answer it, without looking first at the sample answer given. It is important that you attempt to answer the question without looking at the answer, so that you can use a comparison of your answer and the specimen answer to improve your performance. When you have completed your answer, study the A-grade student’s answer and identify where you might have made other links. Look carefully at the examiner’s comments to see where you might have been able to make other improvements. Do not neglect the importance of the different skills that you have to demonstrate. You should also look at the C-grade answer and, using the examiner’s comments as a guide, rewrite your answer so that it would gain A-grade marks. You should then repeat the process for Example 1 question 02.


You should then try to answer Example 1 question 03, but there is an additional step to take for this question. Question 03 requires you to apply what you know and understand about research methods to a specific aspect or issue in crime and deviance. So, you need to ‘audit’ the question carefully to ensure that you know what area of crime and deviance is being asked about and which research method(s) you have to apply to it.


These activities are time-consuming and you should not attempt them in one go. Divide up the tasks you have to do into manageable chunks and complete the activities over a number of weeks. For example, you might want to focus on example 1 question 01 as a first task, then Example 1 question 02 at a later date, then Example 1 question 03 and so on for Example 2 questions 01, 02 and 03. Keep in mind that, as this will be happening towards the end of the course, you will need to have everything completed in good time for the examination. You will, therefore, need to know the date on which the Unit 4 exam is to be held. You should then be able to fit these activities around your other revision tasks. In addition to using the questions to develop your examination skills, you could also use the answers as a source of revision material. Just reading through the A-grade student’s answers should provide you with useful reminders of important sociological material.


The A2 specification


The aims of the A2 Sociology course are to enable you to:




•  acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary social processes and social changes, and an understanding of the important part that social structure and social action play in them


•  appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual issues in sociological debate


•  understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research methods


•  develop a sustained interest in social issues


•  develop skills that enhance your ability to participate more effectively in society


•  allow you to develop critical and reflective attitudes that encompass a respect for social diversity and an awareness that others may have different interpretations of social experiences








Content guidance


About this section


This section is intended to show you the major issues and themes covered in Crime and Deviance and the main links that can be made to other areas of the course, to sociological methods and to sociological theories. You must remember, though, that these are offered as guidance only. The points included are not exhaustive (that is, other perfectly legitimate points may be raised by you). You will find many other concepts and studies relevant to your exploration of crime and deviance.


The content of Crime and Deviance falls into five main areas:




•  theories of crime and deviance


•  the social distribution of crime and deviance and recent trends in crime


•  globalisation, the media and crime, green crime, human rights and state crimes


•  crime control, victims and the criminal justice system


•  the sociological study of suicide





In addition, throughout these content areas, you must be aware of the connections between sociological theory and methods and the study of crime and deviance.


The AQA A2 topic of Crime and Deviance is designed to give you a comprehensive understanding of the major sociological explanations of crime and deviance in contemporary societies.


The social distribution of crime and deviance is another important area of study and this covers distribution according to the social characteristics of age, social class, ethnicity, gender and locality. It also necessitates looking at how statistics of crime are constructed.


There are a number of issues included in the Content Guidance that have come to the forefront of the sociological study of crime and deviance. These can be seen loosely as ‘contemporary concerns’. This includes the relationship between the media and crime, globalisation, environmental (or green crime) and the whole area of human rights violations and state crimes.


You will also need to be aware of the role and activities of the criminal justice system and its agents in the police and courts, as well as issues to do with punishment and the victims of crime.


The issue of suicide has always been one of great interest to sociologists, as it seems to be the most individual of acts and you will have to explore the sociological aspects of suicide.


When you have covered all these areas, you will have completed the topic (and the course). During your study of crime and deviance and as part of your synoptic understanding, you will need to identify when the two core themes of culture, identity and socialisation and stratification, power and differentiation are being addressed.



Theories of crime and deviance




Sociocultural tradition (Chicago School, strain and subculture theory)


Key ideas


Chicago School




•  Patterns of crime in cities are not random.


•  Highest levels of crime found in areas of highest social disorganisation.


•  These would be located in the ‘zone of transition’, where there are high rates of migration and divorce, poor housing and communal facilities, family instability and unemployment.


•  Such areas retain high levels of disorder, even though the population may change through internal migration.


•  Social control of delinquents is easier where there are dense communal networks, and therefore high levels of ‘incivility’ (a lack of interest in the locality) are associated with high rates of offending.


•  Contact with different levels of favourable and unfavourable attitudes to the law and the police in particular urban areas will lead to differential crime rates.


•  ‘Collective efficacy’, where community members are prepared to act against low-level crime themselves reduces the incidence of more major crime in a locality.
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Knowledge check 1


What do sociologists call the contact between favourable and unfavourable attitudes towards the law?
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Strain theory




•  In mainstream society, there are agreed goals towards which individuals are taught to strive, and legitimate means of achieving them.


•  Where there is ‘strain’ between goals and means, deviant activity emerges.


•  Deviant and criminal activity can take several forms, depending on the nature of the strain, ranging from retreatism (for example, dropping out) to innovation (for example, thieving).


•  Strain may be experienced not only in economic life, but also in personal life, such as the loss of a loved one.


•  ‘Social bulimia’, where lower class individuals are included in society’s desire to be materially well-off, but excluded from the means of achieving that wealth, is a feature of late modern societies.


•  Where a society is ‘strained’ to the point of collapse ‘failed societies’ emerge that are havens for lawlessness and terrorism.





Subculture theory




•  Those who are non-achievers in mainstream society develop an alternative subculture based on hedonism and machismo.


•  Delinquent subcultures are linked to illegitimate opportunity structures, present in the zone of transition.


•  Alternative subcultures exist in the inner city, from the retreatist subculture of the drug-taker to the conflict subculture of the gang.


•  The lower class has focal concerns that emphasise masculinity and excitement, which lead members into risk-taking and non-conforming behaviour.


•  Socialisation into narrow family and peer networks brings individuals into conflict with the wider society, but contact with these wider networks, such as school or community, decreases the incidence of delinquent behaviour.


•  Subcultures of violence emerge where the ‘code of the street’ insists that respect from peers is the lynchpin of status in circumstances of deprivation and any ‘disrespect’ is met with a strong response.
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Evaluation




+  Chicago School established the city — especially inner city — as a focal point for research into crime and disorder.


+  The concept of social disorganisation is statistically linked with areas of high official crime rates.


+  Strain theory established a societal context for the study of crime and deviance.


+  Strain theory suggests a variety of responses to situations of frustration, not just criminal activity.


+  Strain theory can be applied at the macro (societal) level as well as the micro level.


+  Subcultural theory established the importance of group norms and values as generators of pro- and anti-crime attitudes.


+  Subcultural theory offers an account of deviance/crime that is located within the participants’ own terms of reference and understanding.


–  Chicago School assumes a degree of homogeneity in inner-city communities that is not always easy to show.


–  Chicago School takes the official statistics of offending as the ‘true’ picture of crime, when much crime in other areas of the city goes undetected.


–  Strain theory assumes that there is a general consensus about legitimate goals in society.


–  Strain theory does not spell out why any one individual becomes a retreatist rather than a rebel, for example.


–  Strain theory over-simplifies the processes that lead to a ‘failed state’.


–  Subcultural theory focuses exclusively on delinquent boys and ignores phenomena such as female gangs.


–  It has been difficult to show empirically the existence of distinctive subcultures within inner-city areas.


–  All these theories tend to assume that most crime is committed by the lower classes and ignore white-collar and other types of crimes of the powerful.
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Examiner tip


Practise doing examination questions regularly and not just as you approach the examination. Familiarity improves performance.
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Synoptic links


To methodological issues


The Chicago School established a methodological tradition based on the collection of empirical data, combined with ‘appreciative sociology’ that allowed those investigated to tell their own stories. This was an early combination of quantitative and qualitative measures. In looking at the ‘geography’ of crime, the Chicago School used statistics that indicated the distribution of crime in different urban areas. Strain theory is more interested in the social reaction of people to situations of strain and therefore a questionnaire or an interview might be a useful research tool to explore the individual’s responses to strain. Subcultural theories are interested in how subcultures form and operate and thus might be open to more observational methods.


To other areas of the course


The Chicago School was interested in the ‘passing on’ of pro- and anti-crime attitudes through socialisation in the family — the ‘primary level’ of socialisation. These theories focused on the inner-city working-class male as the main perpetrator of crime, which has implications for policing in a class-stratified society.


To theoretical issues


Though a relatively ‘old’ theory of crime, the Chicago School influence can be seen in the growth of ‘environmental criminology’, which advocates ‘target-hardening’ strategies to make it more difficult for crimes to be committed. The followers of the Chicago School, strain theory and subculture theory tended, therefore, to adopt a positivistic approach to the study of crime and deviance.








[image: ]


[image: ]






Key concepts


zone of transition, social disorganisation, incivility, differential association, strain, conformity, retreatism, innovation, rebellion, ritualism, status frustration, focal concerns, network analysis, social bulimia
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Key thinkers


Park and Burgess, Shaw and McKay, Sampson and Groves, Sutherland, Merton, Cloward and Ohlin, Miller, Bartol and Bartol, Young
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Control theory


Key ideas




•  Basic human nature is one of selfishness, with the result that everyone would commit crime if they could get away with it, in order to satisfy their needs.


•  Therefore, crime results when the individual lacks self-control or where there are insufficient social controls to ensure conformity from individuals.


•  Inner containment to prevent criminal actions includes attachment to family, strong orientation towards legitimate goals and psychological predispositions.


•  Outer containment includes attachment to community, strong identity with peers and reinforcement of identity by others.


•  The social bonds that an individual has (or does not have) are central in explaining conformity (or criminality).


•  As individuals grow older, the social bonds they have intensify (having a family of their own for example) and so commitment to criminality weakens.


•  Criminals lack self-control in many areas of social life, such as in smoking or drug taking, and their decision to commit a crime results from both poor self-control and the presentation of an opportunity to engage in a crime, with minimal risk.


•  Society can reduce criminal activity by making it more difficult for opportunist criminals to target their victims.


•  Life-course theorists argue that they were life-course persistent and adolescent-limited delinquents, with the delinquents suffering from a ‘maturity gap’, so that as they gained the right to adult activities, they became less criminal.
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Knowledge check 2


What do criminologists call actions that make it more difficult for criminals to commit crime?
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Evaluation




+  Looks at the pressures to conform in society and the social control arrangements needed to reduce levels of crime.


+  Insists that individuals are making choices when they commit deviant or criminal acts and are not ‘forced’ to do them.


+  Target-hardening policies are popular with those who live in areas of high crime.


+  Looks at long-term engagement with the young and their desistance from crime.


–  Assumes that everybody would commit crime if given the chance to do so without detection, but this cannot be shown to be the case.


–  Over-emphasises the commitment of individuals to deviant activity, which is, more often than not, a transitory, episodic action.


–  Seems to suggest that members of the middle class have more self-control than the working class.


–  Control theorists are split between those who emphasise the continuity of criminality into adulthood and those who see desistance as the main trajectory.
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Synoptic links


To methodological issues


Much control theory relies on self-report studies and there are doubts about the validity of the findings of these. Some of the factors in the concept of inner containment are difficult to operationalise and explore. Life-course theorists adopt a longitudinal approach to the study of delinquency, because they are interested in the persistence in or desistance of criminal behaviour throughout individual lives.


To other areas of the course


The focus of self-control is on the family and the socialisation process. Control theorists see the lack of a stable home environment and the absence of a strong moral upbringing as resulting in weak inner containment. Parents who do not establish clear lines of child behaviour are responsible for later delinquency.


To theoretical issues


Control theory is often linked to Durkheimian and functionalist sociology, because they share a pessimistic view of human nature. They see men and women as basically out for their individual selves, and therefore in need of strong social pressures to keep them law-abiding.
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Examiner tip


Try to read a quality newspaper every day or, failing that, at least a quality Sunday newspaper.
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Key concepts


techniques of neutralisation, inner containment, outer containment, social bonds, power-control theory, self-control theory, administrative criminology, life course theory
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Key thinkers


Reckless, Hirschi, Hagan, Gottfriedson and Hirschi, Coleman, Moffit, Sampson and Laub
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Interactionist theories


Key ideas




•  The activities of the law and the social control agencies such as the police and the courts are central in shaping the pattern of crime and deviance in society.


•  Everyone breaks the law, but only certain individuals and groups are targeted by the police and courts to be labelled as criminal or deviant.


•  Society reacts differently to those who have been labelled in this way from the rest of the population.


•  Once labelled, the criminal or deviant begins to act in ways that confirm the label.


•  Choices made by the police over where to patrol, whom to stop and search, whom to arrest and whom to move to prosecution, are important aspects of the operation of micro-power and shape the pattern of apparent criminal activity that emerges.


•  Those labelled criminals are not inevitably cast out from mainstream society. In areas of strong communities, shame can be used to reintegrate the offending individual into society.


•  Phenomenologists emphasise the meaning of crime for the individuals who commit crimes, focusing on the sense of excitement that they report while engaging in illegal activity.


•  The labelling of groups as deviant or criminal can serve political purposes. By keeping the population fearful of crime or ‘others’, stronger laws can be introduced to curtail civil liberties.




OEBPS/OEBPS/images/yellow.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/title.jpg
UDENT UNIT GUIDE

NEW EDITION

AQA A2 Sociology
Unit 4

Crime and Deviance

Tony Lawson

" PHILIP ALLAN





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
STUDENT UNIT GUIDE

Sociology

me and Deviance

Tony Lawson
Series editor: Joan Garrod

> clear revision guidance
> examiner advice

 canple questions and answers € pHILIP ALLAN





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/blue1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/red.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/4-1.jpg
Exam-style questions

Examiner comments
on the questions

Tips on what you

need to do to gain fll
marks, indicated by the
icon .

Sample student
Practise the questions,
then look at the student’
answers that folow
cach set of questions.

PO
Bample |

Examiner commentary
on sample student

Find out how many marks
each answer would be
awarded in the exam and
then read the examiner
comments (preceded by
the icon @) ollowing.
each student answer.
Annotations that link
back to points made in
the student answers show
exactly how and where
marks are gained or lost.





