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Each entry in this book features a map showing key cities (with population information for the capital, starred, and most populous city), and major geographical features (including the world’s major rivers and twenty highest mountain ranges). Data boxes provide key information in a compact form:


Official name


Latitude and longitude of capital Time zone (relative to UTC,


Universal Coordinated Time)


Key to country data:


Total surface area


Climate type


Total population


Population density


Population growth rate (annual)


Urbanization – proportion of urban to


rural populations Ethnic breakdown from census


figures (individually listed groups form


more than 10 per cent of population) Dominant language(s)


Dominant religion(s)


Structure of government


Membership of major international


organizations – see listing at right. Currency


GDP (Gross domestic product) –


market value of goods and services


produced annually. GDP per head of population


Major national industries and


sources of revenue


Key to international organizations:


ACD: Asia Cooperation Dialogue


AL: Arab League


AMU: Arab Maghreb Union


ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations AU: African Union


CAN: Andean Community


CAP: Central American Parliament


CARICOM: Caribbean Community


CIS: Commonwealth of Independent States


COE: Council of Europe


CON: Commonwealth of Nations


EAC: East African Community


EAEU: Eurasian Economic Union


ECCAS: Economic Community of Central African States ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States EFTA: European Free Trade Association


EU: European Union


G7: Group of Seven Major Advanced Economies


G-15, G24, G77: Groups and subgroups of developing nations


sharing specific policy goals.


GCC: Gulf Cooperation Council


IGAD: Intergovernmental Authority for Development IMF: International Monetary Fund


Mercosur: Union of South American Nations


NAFTA: North American Free Trade Agreement NAM: Non-Aligned Movement


NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization


OAS: Organization of American States


OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation


and Development


OPEC: Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries PA: Pacific Alliance


PIF: Pacific Islands Forum


SAARC: South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation SADC: Southern African Development Community


SCO: Shanghai Cooperation Organization


UN: United Nations


WB: World Bank


WTO: World Trade Organization
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Introduction


Our world is complex and diverse. If you want to understand our interconnected global society, then you cannot limit your perspective. It is imperative to look at countries from every corner of the planet – from the largest and most prosperous to the smallest and least developed. Have you ever wanted to know which country's name means Land of Incorruptible People? Or which island-nation made (and lost) a fortune out of mining bird droppings? Or when the last oldest existing national constitution in the world was put in place? This book will enlighten you about every country in the world by providing all the key information on each and every one.


Each of the 193 sovereign states that make up the United Nations (as well as the two that have official observer status: Palestine and the Vatican City) has its own individual entry and is given equal coverage in Countries of the


World in Minutes. This means that no region is left out or underrepresented, which ensures you will gain a more
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complete understanding of the world. For each nation there is a short overview of the most important features of its history, politics, culture and geography. A data box provides the key facts, such as ethnic breakdown, climate and main industries, as well as a statistical snapshot of economy and population (see the key on page 5 for more information).


This book is structured so that there is a chapter on each inhabited continent (if you need to find a specific country quickly you can just check the index). The first continent to be considered is Europe, location of Coordinated Universal Time (abbreviated as UTC), which acts as a benchmark for all of the other time zones in the world. The book then proceeds eastwards, covering Africa, Asia, Australasia, Oceania, North America and South America. Within each chapter countries are arranged in geographical order by their westernmost point – of the mainland if they have overseas territories; this means that nations covering more than one continent, such as Egypt and Russia, are placed in Africa and Europe, respectively.


Whenever any country, no matter where it is, comes up in the news, Countries of the World in Minutes will allow you to gain an instant insight into it.
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Europe


The western portion of the Eurasian land mass, Europe is bounded to the south by the Mediterranean Sea, to the west by the Atlantic Ocean and to the north by the Arctic. Its border with Asia is marked by the Black and Caspian seas and the Ural and Caucasus mountains. Humans arrived here via Asia about 40,000 years ago. Since then, Europe has been the centre of many empires, including those of Alexander the Great and Rome, as well as more modern regimes established by Britain, Russia, Spain, France and Portugal. Western Europe was the first area in the world to experience the Industrial Revolution, transforming its economy and society from the 1760s onwards. In the 20th century, rivalries between European powers provoked two world wars (1914–18 and 1939–45). Since 1945, Europe has become more peaceful and integrated, with the major driving force of this unity being the European Economic Community (EEC), created in 1957 and precursor to the European Union (EU) established in 1993. Europe is an economic powerhouse, accounting for over ten per cent of the world’s population, but around one-third of its GDP.
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Iceland


Straddling the Mid-Atlantic Ridge that divides the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates, Iceland is subject to earthquakes, volcanoes and geothermal activity (the latter, combined with hydroelectric power, generates almost all of Iceland's electricity). Permanent human habitation dates back to the late-ninth century


ce


, when Scandinavian and Celtic settlers arrived. Iceland became an independent state in 930, governed by an assembly called the Althing, the world’s oldest legislature. From 1262, Iceland became subject to Norwegian, and subsequently Danish, rule. The country won limited self-government in 1874, but it took another 70 years to achieve full independence. Once one of the poorest countries in western Europe, Iceland developed rapidly from the mid-20th century, thanks largely to its fishing industry. From 2003, Icelandic banks became increasingly active on the international stage, where risky investments led to a major financial crisis from 2008–11. Despite this, Icelanders enjoy extremely high standards of living and social equality.
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Ireland


of central plains ringed by coastal highlands, the


Irish landscape features many lakes and rivers. Once a collection of earldoms, Ireland was joined to Great Britain in 1801, to form the United Kingdom. A century later, demands for self-rule culminated in warfare between mostly Catholic Irish nationalists and the British. This led to self-government in 1922, although six Protestant-majority counties remained part of the UK, as Northern Ireland. Ireland declared its independence from Britain in 1937, and became a republic in 1949.


Reliant on agriculture for centuries, the Irish have known much poverty; the Great Famine of the 1840s led to one-third of the country’s population dying or emigrating. After joining the EEC in 1973, Ireland began reforms that diversified and modernized its economy, enjoying a sustained economic boom from 1995–2007. Although the global crash of 2008 brought this to an end, the Irish economy has since rebounded, partly through incentives for multinational companies, such as Google and Apple, to invest.


Acountry
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Portugal


Located on the Atlantic coast of the Iberian Peninsula, Portugal became an independent kingdom in 1139. During the 15th and 16th centuries, it grew into a great maritime power, with an empire that extended from Brazil to Southeast Asia. The country fell under Spanish rule in 1580, but regained its independence in 1640, from which time Portuguese prestige and power waned. In 1910, a revolution brought an end to the monarchy, but the subsequent democratic-republican regime was unstable. The one-party authoritarian system of the Estado Novo (New State) was established in 1933 and it was not until 1974 that the Carnation Revolution restored democracy.


Most of Portugal’s population is concentrated in coastal areas, with the mountainous interior more sparsely populated. The Portuguese economy grew during the 20th century, improving living standards, and in 1986 Portugal joined the EEC. After 2001, Portugal’s economy contracted, and the country was badly hit by the global crash of 2008.
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Spain


The main feature of the Spanish landscape is the Meseta Central, a vast plateau half a mile above sea level that is ringed by mountains, desert and coastal plains. Spain’s origins as a unified country began in 1469, with the marriage of the monarchs of Castile and Aragon, the region's two largest kingdoms. During the 16th and 17th centuries, Spain boasted a vast global empire covering most of Central and South America, as well as the Philippines and parts of Italy and the Low Countries. In 1873, with imperial power in decline, the monarchy was briefly abolished, but it returned from 1874-1931 before a republican regime was installed. The Spanish Civil War (1936–39) saw Francisco Franco’s nationalist forces defeat the republicans and establish a totalitarian dictatorship that lasted until Franco’s death in 1975. After the country transitioned into a democratic constitutional monarchy and joined the EEC in 1986, its economy rapidly modernized. Under the 1978 constitution, Spain has 17 ‘autonomous communities’ with varying degrees of domestic self-government. These different regions retain many of their own customs, laws and languages.
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United Kingdom


he island of Great Britain lies within an archipelago off the northwestern coast of continental Europe. Originally a series of smaller kingdoms, the country began to coalesce when England extended control over Wales in the 16th century. The English and Scottish crowns were joined under a single monarch in 1603, although the two kingdoms did not unify until 1707. Britain formally united with Ireland in 1801 to form the United Kingdom. Aside from a brief republican period in the mid-17th century, monarchs have reigned over UK territories for centuries, although their power has steadily diminished and parliament is now the supreme legal authority. Britain led the Industrial Revolution of the late 1700s, and flourished as the world’s greatest economic power for much of the 19th century, building a global empire that covered nearly one-quarter of the world’s land area. Global power declined during the 20th century, despite victory in both world wars, and the majority of Britain’s territories gained independence. Even so, the United Kingdom remains one of the wealthiest and most populous nations in Europe, and is a centre of global finance and banking.
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France


The largest country in western Europe, France has a landscape of plains and hills, with mountainous areas to the south and east. Its modern history began with the French Revolution of 1789, which overthrew a monarchy that had ruled the Kingdom of Francia since the late fifth century, gradually extending its territory across the present-day country. A republic was declared in 1792, but the upheavals that followed saw the country alternate between republican, monarchic and imperial rule. France was particularly influential from 1804–14, when Napoleon Bonaparte extended imperial dominance over much of Europe; through the rest of the 19th century, it built an overseas empire covering parts of South America, Africa and Southeast Asia. Since 1870, it has been a republic with an elected head of state. France was heavily involved in the two world wars, during which it was partly occupied by Germany. Today, it is Europe's leading agricultural producer, principally of wheat, meat and dairy products, and a significant industrial power. The country has been a central force behind the EU, and a major supporter of European integration.
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Andorra


Nestled in the Pyrenees mountains, Andorra shares borders with France and Spain. In 1278, a territorial dispute led to Andorran sovereignty being split between the French Count of Foix and the Spanish Bishop of Urgell. In 1607, the French claim passed to the king, who jointly ruled the country with the Bishop of Urgell as a ‘co-prince of Andorra’. The tradition continued despite the abolition of the French monarchy; today the French president assumes the title. Direct 'diarchic' rule ended in 1993, with the introduction of a democratic parliamentary system. Andorra now elects a head of government, although the coprinces remain the titular heads of state.


With a territory that is mostly mountainous, Andorra has traditionally relied on pastoral farming, primarily sheep and goat herding. In recent years, its economy has become more focused on retail, offering duty-free shopping to tourists and visitors. The country's tourism sector has also developed, and Andorran ski slopes and resorts are some of the most popular in the Pyrenees.
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Belgium


The region that is now Belgium experienced periods under Spanish rule (1581–1714) and the Austrian Habsburgs (1714–97).


Following the Napoleonic era, during which it was under French rule, it became part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The country declared independence in 1830, after which it became a parliamentary democracy with a hereditary monarch as head of state. It was occupied by Germany during both world wars.


Today, Belgium is divided into three regions: Dutch-speaking Flanders in the north; French-speaking Wallonia in the south; and the officially bilingual Brussels-Capital Region. The early 19th century saw rapid industrialization and the establishment of a colonial empire in Africa, which gained independence in the 1960s. Belgium was one of the six founding members of the EEC, and today its capital is home to the headquarters of both NATO and the EU. Disagreements between the Dutch and French populations led to a series of constitutional reforms between 1970 and 1993 that effectively created a federal system.
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Netherlands


Located on Europe’s northwestern coast, more than half of the Netherlands is less than 1 m (40 in) above sea level. From the late 15th century, the Habsburg dynasty (rulers of Spain from 1516) extended control over the region's previously independent cities, counties and duchies. The Dutch rebelled against their Spanish overlords, but it took an 80-year war for them to establish their independence. During this time (1568–1648), they built a global empire based on maritime commerce and trade. A period of French domination during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era (1792–1815) ended with the Dutch reasserting independence. Parliamentary democracy was established in 1848, although the monarch remained head of state. During the Second World War, Germany occupied the Netherlands and it suffered heavy bombings and famine. Today, it has a well-developed economy, with high earnings from agricultural exports driven by the lucrative floral market. A truly egalitarian society, the Netherlands is, perhaps, the most socially liberal country in the world. In 2001, it became the first nation to legalize same-sex marriage.
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Netherlands


52.37° N, 4.90° E UTC + 1


The Caribbean countries of Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten are part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, with domestic self-government but foreign policy and defence governed by the Netherlands. There are also three Dutch 'special municipalities' in the Caribbean: Bonaire, Sint Eustastius and Saba.
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Norway


From the eighth to tenth centuries, Norse Vikings raided and traded across Europe. They founded the Kingdom of Norway in 872 – originally centred on the southwestern part of the Scandinavian Peninsula – and joined with Denmark and Sweden in the Kalmar Union, which lasted from 1397 to 1523 when Sweden split from the union. In 1814, the King of Denmark and Norway ceded his rule over the country to the Swedish king. Demands for independence grew, and in a 1905 referendum, the people voted to remain a monarchy and offer the crown to a Danish prince whose ancestors continue to reign; the king is head of state, while an elected prime minister serves as head of government. Despite a declaration of neutrality in the Second World War, the Germans occupied Norway from 1940–45. During the 1960s, the Norwegian economy was transformed when large reserves of oil and gas were discovered in its waters, and the country has since become a highly prosperous and developed nation. Norway is not part of the EU, having rejected membership in two referendums in 1972 and 1984.
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Luxembourg


Located between France, Germany and the Low Countries (Belgium and the Netherlands), Luxembourg occupies an important strategic position. Founded in 963


ce


, the territory came under Habsburg rule from 1477 until 1795, when it was conquered and annexed by France. In 1815, the country was elevated to the status of Grand Duchy in 1815 and gained independence. The grand duke still acts as the head of state, while political leadership is held by an elected prime minister.


Mindful of a history dominated by rivalries between Europe’s great powers, Luxembourg became a proponent of European integration and unity in the second half of the 20th century; it was a founding member of NATO, the EEC and the eurozone (a monetary union that shares the euro currency). Despite being one of the world’s smallest states, it is one of the wealthiest per capita. Banking plays a major role in the economy, with the financial sector making up over one-third of GDP, although in recent decades it has diversified into high-tech industries.
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Germany


Extending from the Alps to the North and Baltic seas, the German landscape comprises plains, rivers, forests and mountains that contain significant natural resources, including metals, coal and natural gas. For a millennium the region was part of the Holy Roman Empire, which united hundreds of smaller semi-independent states from 800 to 1806. However, this did not prevent the German lands being torn apart in the brutal Thirty Years’ War (1618–48). In 1871, the country was unified under the leadership of Prussia, leading to the creation of an empire (although this collapsed in 1918 following defeat in the First World War). A short period as a parliamentary republic ended when the Nazi Party seized power in 1933. The Nazis led Germany into the Second World War, which left it in ruins and subsequently divided into two states: democratic West Germany (a founding member of the EEC), and socialist East Germany. The two states reunified in 1990 and Germany is now a leading world power, with the largest economy in Europe built on the export of manufactured goods, such as vehicles and machinery.
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Switzerland


The Swiss Confederation originated in the late 13th century, when three areas (called 'cantons') in Switzerland’s central region allied together. Over the centuries, the number of cantons has steadily increased to its current figure of 26, united under a federal republic. Each Swiss canton has a high degree of autonomy, with its own parliament and legal system, while a long tradition of direct democracy continues to see frequent referendums at local, regional and national levels.


Switzerland adheres to a policy of armed neutrality; although it has not been at war since 1815, the country retains a strong military. All sides respected Swiss neutrality in the two world wars, allowing the country to escape the mass bloodshed of these conflicts. Owing to its desire to remain neutral, Switzerland did not join the UN until 2002 and has stayed outside of the EU. One of the wealthiest countries in the world, Switzerland’s economy is famed for its stability, prosperity and innovation; it is a major centre of international banking.


36 EUROPE









[image: image]





40 miles


Schaffhausen


GERMANY AUSTRIA


0


Basel


Rhine


Bodensee


0


40 km


Liestal


Sankt Gallen


Zürich


1.2 m Frauenfeld


Herisau


Aarau


Solothurn


Aare


Appenzell


Zug


Neuchatel


Lucerne


BERN 358 k


Schwyz Glarus


Stans


Altdorf Sarnen


Fribourg Sion


Aare


Chur


P


S


Rhine


Inn


L


Davos


Lausanne


A


Lake Geneva


Ticino


St. Moritz


Rhône


Geneva


Rhone


Bellinzona


FRANCE


ITALY


Swiss Confederation


46.95° N, 7.45° E UTC + 1


41,290 km2


(15,942 sq mi) Temperate


8,372,098


211.9/km2


(549/sq mi)


1.1%


74.0 : 26.0%


65% German,


18% French,


10% Italian, 7%


others


German, French,


Italian, Romansh


Christianity


Federal democracy


EFTA, IMF, OECD,


UN, WB, WTO


Swiss Franc (CHF)


$659.83 bn


$ 78,813


Machinery,


chemicals, metals,


banking









[image: image]





Italy


Once the seat of the Roman Empire that ruled much of ancient Europe, North Africa and the Near East, Italy fragmented into rival states following the Empire's collapse in the fifth century


ce


The region has been a major cultural influence in Europe, particularly during the Renaissance, which flourished in the city-states of Florence, Venice, Milan and Rome from the 14th to 17th centuries.


Unification was achieved in 1861, after which Italy industrialized rapidly, particularly in the north. A democratic constitutional monarchy ended in 1922 when the National Fascist Party seized power, instituting a totalitarian dictatorship that allied with Germany during the Second World War. In 1946, the country voted to become a republic and abolished the monarchy. A postwar revival brought sustained economic recovery, during which the country became a founding member of NATO, the EEC and the eurozone. Investigations in the early 1990s exposed links between politics, business and organized crime, and corruption remains a problem; government and courts continue their attempts to combat it.


38 EUROPE


.









[image: image]





Italian Republic


41.90° N, 12.50° E UTC + 1


A U S T R I A


S L O V E N I A


SWITZERLAND


Po


301,340 km2


(116,348 sq mi)


Mostly


Mediterranean


60,600,590


206/km2


(543/sq mi)


-0.2%


69.1 : 30.9%


92% Italian,


8% others


Italian


Christianity


Unitary


parliamentary


republic


COE, EU, G7, IMF,


NATO, UN, WB, WTO


Euro (EUR)


$1.85 tn


$30,527


Engineering,


metals, machinery


and automotives


Adda


A L P S


Adige


Ticino


Tanaro


Milan


Venice Trieste


Turin


Verona


Genoa


Bologna


Florence


A


P


P


E


N


I


N


E


S


F R A N C E


Rimini


Pisa


S A N


M A R I N O


LIGURIAN SEA


Arno


Tiber


ADRIATIC SEA


CORSICA (FR.)


ROME


3.7 m


Bari


Naples


TYRRHENIAN SEA


SARDINIA


Taranto Lecce


Matera


0


100 miles


GOLFO DI TARANTO


Cagliari


0


100 km


MEDITERRANEAN SEA


IONIAN SEA


Palermo


MEDITERRANEAN SEA


Catania


S I C I L Y


Syracuse









[image: image]





Monaco


Located on the Mediterranean Sea, Monaco’s land border is shared entirely with France. In 1191, the Holy Roman Empire granted the Italian city-state of Genoa control of this area, where they built a fortress in 1215. The Grimaldi, an Italian noble house, seized control of the territory in 1297 and has ruled it (with occasional interruptions) ever since. Monaco became a French protectorate in 1641, and it was not until 1861 that Monégasque independence and sovereignty were fully and formally recognized. The country rose to fame as a leisure destination for the wealthy from the late 19th century, having built its first casino in Monte Carlo. It also benefits from an advantageous financial regime, with no income tax for residents and a banking system famed for its strict confidentiality. Monaco was an absolute monarchy until 1911 and the adoption of a constitution that instituted a democratic system. However, the Prince of Monaco retains more direct political influence than most other constitutional monarchs. The city-state's population density is the largest in the world, and its life expectancy is Europe’s highest.
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Denmark


Geographically, Denmark covers most of the Jutland Peninsula, as well as an archipelago of over 400 islands to the east. A major centre of Viking activity, Denmark coalesced as a kingdom in the tenth century. In 1397, Sweden, Norway and Denmark united under Danish leadership, to form the Kalmar Union (named after the Swedish city in which the treaty of unification was signed). Sweden left this union in 1523, but Denmark and Norway continued until 1814. Denmark became a constitutional monarchy in 1849, establishing a parliamentary system of democratic government. The country's welfare system dates back to 1933 and, today, Denmark has the highest personal income tax in the world.


Since the Second World War, during which Denmark was invaded and occupied by Germany, the country has become one of the most socially advanced in the world, and a global leader in education, health care, civil liberties, social mobility and income equality. The Danish realm also includes the Faroe Islands and Greenland, which were granted home rule in 1948 and 1979, respectively.
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traded across Europe. They founded the Kingdom of Norway
in 872 — originally centred on the southwestern part of the
Scandinavian Peninsula —and joined with Denmark and Sweden in
the Kalmar Union, which lasted from 1397 to 1523 when Sweden
split from the union. In 1814, the King of Denmark and Norway
ceded his rule over the country to the Swedish king. Demands for
independence grew, and in a 1905 referendum, the people voted
to remain a monarchy and offer the crown to a Danish prince
whose ancestors continue to reign; the king is head of state, while
an elected prime minister serves as head of government. Despite
a declaration of neutrality in the Second World War, the Germans
occupied Norway from 1940-45. During the 1960s, the Norwegian
economy was transformed when large reserves of oil and gas
were discovered in its waters, and the country has since become
a highly prosperous and developed nation. Norway is not part of
the EU, having rejected membership in two referendums in 1972
and 1984.
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xtending from the Alps to the North and Baltic seas, the

German landscape comprises plains, rivers, forests and
mountains that contain significant natural resources, including
metals, coal and natural gas. For a millennium the region was
part of the Holy Roman Empire, which united hundreds of
smaller semi-independent states from 800 to 1806. However,
this did not prevent the German lands being torn apart in the
brutal Thirty Years’ War (1618-48). In 1871, the country was
unified under the leadership of Prussia, leading to the creation
of an empire (although this collapsed in 1918 following defeat in
the First World War). A short period as a parliamentary republic
ended when the Nazi Party seized power in 1933. The Nazis led
Germany into the Second World War, which left it in ruins and
subsequently divided into two states: democratic West Germany
(a founding member of the EEC), and socialist East Germany. The
two states reunified in 1990 and Germany is now a leading world
power, with the largest economy in Europe built on the export of
manufactured goods, such as vehicles and machinery.
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ocated between France, Germany and the Low Countries
(Belgium and the Netherlands), Luxembourg occupies an

important strategic position. Founded in 963 ck, the territory
came under Habsburg rule from 1477 until 1795, when it was
conquered and annexed by France. In 1815, the country was
elevated to the status of Grand Duchy in 1815 and gained
independence. The grand duke still acts as the head of state,
while political leadership is held by an elected prime minister.

Mindful of a history dominated by rivalries between Europe’s
great powers, Luxembourg became a proponent of European
integration and unity in the second half of the 20th century; it
was a founding member of NATO, the EEC and the eurozone (a
monetary union that shares the euro currency). Despite being
one of the world’s smallest states, it is one of the wealthiest
per capita. Banking plays a major role in the economy, with the
financial sector making up over one-third of GDP, although in
recent decades it has diversified into high-tech industries.
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~nce the seat of the Roman Empire that ruled much of ancient
%’ Europe, North Africa and the Near East, Italy fragmented into
rival states following the Empire's collapse in the fifth century ce.
The region has been a major cultural influence in Europe, particularly
during the Renaissance, which flourished in the city-states of
Florence, Venice, Milan and Rome from the 14th to 17th centuries.

Unification was achieved in 1861, after which Italy industrialized
rapidly, particularly in the north. A democratic constitutional
monarchy ended in 1922 when the National Fascist Party seized
power, instituting a totalitarian dictatorship that allied with
Germany during the Second World War. In 1946, the country voted
to become a republic and abolished the monarchy. A postwar revival
brought sustained economic recovery, during which the country
became a founding member of NATO, the EEC and the eurozone.
Investigations in the early 1990s exposed links between palitics,
business and organized crime, and corruption remains a problem;
government and courts continue their attempts to combat it.
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“I™he Swiss Confederation originated in the late 13th century,
when three areas (called 'cantons') in Switzerland’s central
region allied together. Over the centuries, the number of
cantons has steadily increased to its current figure of 26,
united under a federal republic. Each Swiss canton has a high
degree of autonomy, with its own parliament and legal system,
while a long tradition of direct democracy continues to see
frequent referendums at local, regional and national levels.

Switzerland adheres to a policy of armed neutrality; although
it has not been at war since 1815, the country retains a strong
military. All sides respected Swiss neutrality in the two world
wars, allowing the country to escape the mass bloodshed

of these conflicts. Owing to its desire to remain neutral,
Switzerland did not join the UN until 2002 and has stayed
outside of the EU. One of the wealthiest countries in the world,
Switzerland’s economy is famed for its stability, prosperity and
innovation; it is a major centre of international banking.
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™ eographically, Denmark covers most of the Jutland Peninsula,
“W as well as an archipelago of over 400 islands to the east. A
major centre of Viking activity, Denmark coalesced as a kingdom
in the tenth century. In 1397, Sweden, Norway and Denmark united
under Danish leadership, to form the Kalmar Union (named after
the Swedish city in which the treaty of unification was signed).
Sweden left this union in 1523, but Denmark and Norway continued
until 1814. Denmark became a constitutional monarchy in 1849,
establishing a parliamentary system of democratic government.
The country's welfare system dates back to 1933 and, today,
Denmark has the highest personal income tax in the world.

Since the Second World War, during which Denmark was invaded
and occupied by Germany, the country has become one of the most
socially advanced in the world, and a global leader in education,
health care, civil liberties, social mobility and income equality. The
Danish realm also includes the Faroe Islands and Greenland, which
were granted home rule in 1948 and 1979, respectively.
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ocated on the Mediterranean Sea, Monaco’s land border is

shared entirely with France. In 1191, the Holy Roman Empire
granted the Italian city-state of Genoa control of this area,
where they built a fortress in 1215. The Grimaldi, an Italian noble
house, seized control of the territory in 1297 and has ruled it (with
occasional interruptions) ever since. Monaco became a French
protectorate in 1641, and it was not until 1861 that Monégasque
independence and sovereignty were fully and formally recognized.
The country rose to fame as a leisure destination for the wealthy
from the late 19th century, having built its first casino in Monte
Carlo. It also benefits from an advantageous financial regime, with
no income tax for residents and a banking system famed for its
strict confidentiality. Monaco was an absolute monarchy until 1911
and the adoption of a constitution that instituted a democratic
system. However, the Prince of Monaco retains more direct
palitical influence than most other constitutional monarchs. The
city-state's population density is the largest in the world, and its
life expectancy is Europe’s highest.
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Each entry in this book features a map showing key cities (with population information for the capital,
starred, and most populous city), and major geographical features (including the world's major rivers
and twenty highest mountain ranges). Data boxes provide key information in a compact form:

Official name

Latitude and longitude of capital
Time zone (relative to UTC,

Universal Coordinated Time)

Key to country data:

DzE-=-00

Bt ok B *

| [

Total surface area

Climate type

Total population

Population density

Population growth rate (annual)

Urbanization —proportion of urban to
rural populations

Ethnic breakdown from census
figures (individually listed groups form
more than 10 per cent of population)

Dominant language(s)
Dominant religion(s)
Structure of government

Membership of major international
organizations —see listing at right.

Currency

GDP (Gross domestic product) -
market value of goods and services
produced annually.

GDP per head of population

Major national industries and
sources of revenue

Key to international organizations:
ACD: Asia Cooperation Dialogue
AL: Arab League
AMU: Arab Maghreb Union
ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations
AU: African Union
CAN: Andean Community
CAP: Central American Parliament
CARICOM: Caribbean Community
CIS: Commonwealth of Independent States
COE: Council of Europe
CON: Commonwealth of Nations
EAC: East African Community
EAEU: Eurasian Economic Union
ECCAS: Economic Community of Central African States
ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States
EFTA: European Free Trade Association
EU: European Union
G7: Group of Seven Major Advanced Economies
G-15, G24, G77: Groups and subgroups of developing nations
sharing specific policy goals.
GCC: Gulf Cooperation Council
IGAD: Intergovernmental Authority for Development
IMF: International Monetary Fund
Mercosur: Union of South American Nations
NAFTA: North American Free Trade Agreement
NAM: Non-Aligned Movement
NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization
OAS: Organization of American States
OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Developmen
OPEC: Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries
PA: Pacific Alliance
PIF: Pacific Islands Forum
SAARC: South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
SADC: Southern African Development Community
SCO: Shanghal Cooperatlon Organization
UN: United N
WB: World B
WTO: World Trade Organization
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‘?\ ur world is complex and diverse. If you want to understand
% our interconnected global society, then you cannot limit
your perspective. It is imperative to look at countries from
every corner of the planet — from the largest and most
prosperous to the smallest and least developed. Have you
ever wanted to know which country's name means Land of
Incorruptible People? Or which island-nation made (and lost) a
fortune out of mining bird droppings? Or when the last oldest
existing national constitution in the world was put in place?
This book will enlighten you about every country in the world
by providing all the key information on each and every one.

Each of the 193 sovereign states that make up the United
Nations (as well as the two that have official observer
status: Palestine and the Vatican City) has its own individual
entry and is given equal coverage in Countries of the

World in Minutes. This means that no region is left out

or underrepresented, which ensures you will gain a more
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complete understanding of the world. For each nation there
is a short overview of the most important features of its
history, politics, culture and geography. A data box provides
the key facts, such as ethnic breakdown, climate and main
industries, as well as a statistical snapshot of economy and
population (see the key on page 5 for more information).

This book is structured so that there is a chapter on each
inhabited continent (if you need to find a specific country
quickly you can just check the index). The first continent to

be considered is Europe, location of Coordinated Universal
Time (abbreviated as UTC), which acts as a benchmark for all
of the other time zones in the world. The book then proceeds
eastwards, covering Africa, Asia, Australasia, Oceania, North
America and South America. Within each chapter countries are
arranged in geographical order by their westernmost point —
of the mainland if they have overseas territories; this means
that nations covering more than one continent, such as Egypt
and Russia, are placed in Africa and Europe, respectively.

Whenever any country, no matter where it is, comes up in the
news, Countries of the World in Minutes will allow you to gain an
instant insight into it.
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(™ traddling the Mid-Atlantic Ridge that divides the Eurasian
“ and North American tectonic plates, Iceland is subject to
earthquakes, volcanoes and geothermal activity (the latter,
combined with hydroelectric power, generates almost all of
Iceland's electricity). Permanent human habitation dates back
to the late-ninth century ce, when Scandinavian and Celtic
settlers arrived. Iceland became an independent state in 930,
governed by an assembly called the Althing, the world’s oldest
legislature. From 1262, Iceland became subject to Norwegian,
and subsequently Danish, rule. The country won limited self-
government in 1874, but it took another 70 years to achieve full
independence. Once one of the poorest countries in western
Europe, Iceland developed rapidly from the mid-20th century,
thanks largely to its fishing industry. From 2003, Icelandic banks
became increasingly active on the international stage, where
risky investments led to a major financial crisis from 2008-11.
Despite this, Icelanders enjoy extremely high standards of living
and social equality.
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he western portion of the Eurasian land mass, Europe is

bounded to the south by the Mediterranean Sea, to the west
by the Atlantic Ocean and to the north by the Arctic. Its border
with Asia is marked by the Black and Caspian seas and the Ural
and Caucasus mountains. Humans arrived here via Asia about
40,000 years ago. Since then, Europe has been the centre of
many empires, including those of Alexander the Great and Rome,
as well as more modern regimes established by Britain, Russia,
Spain, France and Portugal. Western Europe was the first area in
the world to experience the Industrial Revolution, transforming
its economy and society from the 1760s onwards. In the 20th
century, rivalries between European powers provoked two world
wars (1914-18 and 1939-45). Since 1945, Europe has become more
peaceful and integrated, with the major driving force of this unity
being the European Economic Community (EEC), created in 1957
and precursor to the European Union (EU) established in 1993.
Europe is an economic powerhouse, accounting for over ten per
cent of the world’s population, but around one-third of its GDP.
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4

ocated on the Atlantic coast of the Iberian Peninsula,
Portugal became an independent kingdom in 1139. During

the 15th and 16th centuries, it grew into a great maritime
power, with an empire that extended from Brazil to Southeast
Asia. The country fell under Spanish rule in 1580, but regained
its independence in 1640, from which time Portuguese prestige
and power waned. In 1910, a revolution brought an end to the
monarchy, but the subsequent democratic-republican regime
was unstable. The one-party authoritarian system of the Estado
Novo (New State) was established in 1933 and it was not until
1974 that the Carnation Revolution restored democracy.

Most of Portugal’s population is concentrated in coastal areas,
with the mountainous interior more sparsely populated. The
Portuguese economy grew during the 20th century, improving
living standards, and in 1986 Portugal joined the EEC. After 2001,
Portugal's economy contracted, and the country was badly hit by
the global crash of 2008.
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Ireland )

A country of central plains ringed by coastal highlands, the

~ W Irish landscape features many lakes and rivers. Once a
collection of earldoms, Ireland was joined to Great Britain in
1801, to form the United Kingdom. A century later, demands for
self-rule culminated in warfare between mostly Catholic Irish
nationalists and the British. This led to self-government in 1922,
although six Protestant-majority counties remained part of the
UK, as Northern Ireland. Ireland declared its independence from
Britain in 1937, and became a republic in 1949.

Reliant on agriculture for centuries, the Irish have known much
poverty; the Great Famine of the 1840s led to one-third of the
country’s population dying or emigrating. After joining the EEC in
1973, Ireland began reforms that diversified and modernized its
economy, enjoying a sustained economic boom from 1995-2007.
Although the global crash of 2008 brought this to an end, the
Irish economy has since rebounded, partly through incentives for
multinational companies, such as Google and Apple, to invest.
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“I™he main feature of the Spanish landscape is the Meseta
Central, a vast plateau half a mile above sea level that is
ringed by mountains, desert and coastal plains. Spain’s origins as a
unified country began in 1469, with the marriage of the monarchs
of Castile and Aragon, the region's two largest kingdoms. During
the 16th and 17th centuries, Spain boasted a vast global empire
covering most of Central and South America, as well as the
Philippines and parts of Italy and the Low Countries. In 1873, with
imperial power in decline, the monarchy was briefly abolished, but it
returned from 1874-1931 before a republican regime was installed.
The Spanish Civil War (1936-39) saw Francisco Franco’s nationalist
forces defeat the republicans and establish a totalitarian
dictatorship that lasted until Francao’s death in 1975. After the
country transitioned into a democratic constitutional monarchy
and joined the EEC in 1986, its economy rapidly modernized. Under
the 1978 constitution, Spain has 17 ‘autonomous communities’ with
varying degrees of domestic self-government. These different
regions retain many of their own customs, laws and languages.
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“I™he island of Great Britain lies within an archipelago off the
northwestern coast of continental Europe. Originally a series
of smaller kingdoms, the country began to coalesce when England
extended control over Wales in the 16th century. The English and
Scottish crowns were joined under a single monarch in 1603,
although the two kingdoms did not unify until 1707. Britain formally
united with Ireland in 1801 to form the United Kingdom. Aside from
a brief republican period in the mid-17th century, monarchs have
reigned over UK territories for centuries, although their power
has steadily diminished and parliament is now the supreme legal
authority. Britain led the Industrial Revolution of the late 1700s,
and flourished as the world’'s greatest economic power for much
of the 19th century, building a global empire that covered nearly
one-quarter of the world’s land area. Global power declined during
the 20th century, despite victory in both world wars, and the
majority of Britain’s territories gained independence. Even so, the
United Kingdom remains one of the wealthiest and most populous
nations in Europe, and is a centre of global finance and banking.
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Andorra

N estled in the Pyrenees mountains, Andorra shares borders
with France and Spain. In 1278, a territorial dispute led to
Andorran sovereignty being split between the French Count of
Foix and the Spanish Bishop of Urgell. In 1607, the French claim
passed to the king, who jointly ruled the country with the Bishop
of Urgell as a ‘co-prince of Andorra’. The tradition continued
despite the abolition of the French monarchy; today the French
president assumes the title. Direct 'diarchic’ rule ended in 1993,
with the introduction of a democratic parliamentary system.
Andorra now elects a head of government, although the co-
princes remain the titular heads of state.

With a territory that is mostly mountainous, Andorra has
traditionally relied on pastoral farming, primarily sheep and goat
herding. In recent years, its economy has become more focused
on retail, offering duty-free shopping to tourists and visitors. The
country's tourism sector has also developed, and Andorran ski
slopes and resorts are some of the most popular in the Pyrenees.

24 EUROPE
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Pitcairn Islands (Pacific); British Indian Ocean Territory;
British Antarctic Territory. Three Crown dependencies

are self-governing but the responsibility of the United
Kingdom: the Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey.

“® Inverness

SCOTLAND

243,610 km?
(94,058 sq mi)
Temperate
65,637,239
271.3/km?
(703/sq mi)

0.8%

82.8:17.2%

87% white,

13% others
English
Christianity
Unitary
parliamentary
system under
constitutional
monarchy

@ COE, CON, EU*, G7,
IMF, NATO, OECD,
UN

B-0 0O

=D 2

REPUBLIC

OF IRELAND eManchester

®Liverpool

b DB

100 miles ENGLAND
Ld M
Birmingham Ca.mbrldge

0 100 km
Oxfordy

Pound Sterling
(GBP)

$39,899

Financial services,
technology

0y
B $2.62tn
]
ﬂ

* The UK voted to leave the
. EU in a 2016 referendum
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"I he largest country in western Europe, France has a landscape
of plains and hills, with mountainous areas to the south and
east. Its modern history began with the French Revolution of
1789, which overthrew a monarchy that had ruled the Kingdom
of Francia since the late fifth century, gradually extending its
territory across the present-day country. A republic was declared
in 1792, but the upheavals that followed saw the country alternate
between republican, monarchic and imperial rule. France was
particularly influential from 1804-14, when Napoleon Bonaparte
extended imperial dominance over much of Europe; through the
rest of the 19th century, it built an overseas empire covering
parts of South America, Africa and Southeast Asia. Since 1870,
it has been a republic with an elected head of state. France was
heavily involved in the two world wars, during which it was partly
occupied by Germany. Today, it is Europe's leading agricultural
producer, principally of wheat, meat and dairy products, and a
significant industrial power. The country has been a central force
behind the EU, and a major supporter of European integration.
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ocated on Europe’s northwestern coast, more than half of the
Netherlands is less than 1 m (40 in) above sea level. From the

late 15th century, the Habsburg dynasty (rulers of Spain from 1516)
extended control over the region's previously independent cities,
counties and duchies. The Dutch rebelled against their Spanish
overlords, but it took an 80-year war for them to establish their
independence. During this time (1568-1648), they built a global
empire based on maritime commerce and trade. A period of French
domination during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era
(1792-1815) ended with the Dutch reasserting independence.
Parliamentary democracy was established in 1848, although
the monarch remained head of state. During the Second World
War, Germany occupied the Netherlands and it suffered heavy
bombings and famine. Today, it has a well-developed economy, with
high earnings from agricultural exports driven by the lucrative
floral market. A truly egalitarian society, the Netherlands is,
perhaps, the most socially liberal country in the world. In 2001, it
became the first nation to legalize same-sex marriage.
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he region that is now Belgium experienced periods under

Spanish rule (1581-1714) and the Austrian Habsburgs (1714-97).
Following the Napoleonic era, during which it was under French
rule, it became part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The
country declared independence in 1830, after which it became a
parliamentary democracy with a hereditary monarch as head of
state. It was occupied by Germany during both world wars.

Today, Belgium is divided into three regions: Dutch-speaking
Flanders in the north; French-speaking Wallonia in the south;

and the officially bilingual Brussels-Capital Region. The early 19th
century saw rapid industrialization and the establishment of a
colonial empire in Africa, which gained independence in the 1960s.
Belgium was one of the six founding members of the EEC, and today
its capital is home to the headquarters of both NATO and the EU.
Disagreements between the Dutch and French populations led to

a series of constitutional reforms between 1970 and 1993 that
effectively created a federal system.
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The Caribbean countries of Aruba, Curacao
and Sint Maarten are part of the Kingdom

of the Netherlands, with domestic self-
government but foreign policy and defence
governed by the Netherlands. There are also
three Dutch 'special municipalities' in the
Caribbean: Bonaire, Sint Eustastius and Saba.
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