

[image: Illustration]





 


 


Also by Sylvia Legris


Garden Physic


The Hideous Hidden


Pneumatic Antiphonal


Nerve Squall


Iridium Seeds


Circuitry of Veins









[image: Illustration]









 


CORSAIR


First published in the United States in 2024 by New Directions Books


First published in the United Kingdom in 2024 by Corsair


Copyright © 2024, Sylvia Legris


The moral right of the author has been asserted.


All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.


All rights reserved.


No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.


A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.


ISBN: 978-1-4721-5885-7


Corsair


An imprint of


Little, Brown Book Group


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


An Hachette UK Company


www.hachette.co.uk


www.littlebrown.co.uk









for Guy









So we really are lost, in a very odd way. We need to find our way through the landscape in order to draw the map, and at the same time we need to draw the map in order to find our way through the landscape.


— Inger Christensen from
The Condition of Secrecy
(tr. Susanna Nied)
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PART I











The Air Is Seeded











Voucher Specimen [1]





Field-pinned in the month of purification.


The month of salt-cure and heart attack.


The year of rats and shivering pinions.


Candlemas heralds thunderstorm asthma.


Woodchucks and infectious shadows.


A spring of glycerol suspension.


Aspen trembles flames and owlet moths,


yellow underwings and flames to dispel


hearsay and off-season night flying.













Viscum Album





1


Plants and potent juice.


Mist and droppings.


Birdlime.


Missel thrush.


Beak.


Or of the nose.


Sap.


Or of the skin.


Blear.


Vapor.


The air is seeded.


Contagion or prayer.


2


Ring a ring o’ roses.


Broom root and mistletoe.


Ligneous chatterers.


Lungs halo March.


3


Skint wit; scantier spring.


Housed in bindweed.


With-wind-invasive.


Aggressive triple-glaze.


4


April enters blank-leaved.


Snowbanked, eco-dormant.


Waxwings initiate budburst.


Mountain ash and winterberry.


Balsam poplar a study in starling leaf-out.


Western larch lurches grey jay and blue.


April Fools is blowing snow.


Good Friday cloudy with flock calls.


5


Stigmatized by the confusion-chorus.


Wistful New World sparrows.


The shelterbelt a stormcocked cock-up.


A three-noted cluster song.


A varied trill transmission.


6


April 21st and winter gravels into spring.


A season of restless, puny, energy.


Frantic kinglets, freeloading plants.


Nest-squatters in their element.


7


What the wind carries is up for grabs:


plastic, elastic, particulate-filtering paper.


14th Street a molt of latex and medical-grade nitrile.


Walkers cautious-walk the two-meter wingspan walkway.


Runners flappable as flycatchers.


Ill at ease eavesdroppers.


Spittle in the slipstream.


8


The spurious specious present.


The calendar sloshes toward May.


Late April grueling snow and deciduous indecision.


Leaf mold, wilt mush, the days all fall down.


9


A calendrical clot.


A six-week intercalation.


A thousand-hour schism.


An embolism.


10


May is self-digesting sky,


intrusive granite with floaters.


Necrotic flowerbeds,


cartilage-grinding wind,


an unremitting erroneous huff.


11


. . . the sinking vessel of the landscape.


Blast-bagged and walking windward.


Peripheral foliage, last year’s cavity nests,


witches’ broom avoided like . . .


12


A segue:


Seed-dispersal


by upward-inflected whip-bur.


The trouble-excreting thrush,


the implicated junco,


the hectoring


venison-hawk vector.


Pickthankless days


parasitize days.
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