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Bob Brooks was an engineer for the Mid-World Railway Company, on the St. Louis to Topeka run. Engineer Bob was the best trainman the Mid-World Railway Company ever had, and Charlie was the best train!
Charlie was a 402 Big Boy steam locomotive, and Engineer Bob was the only man who had ever been allowed to sit in his peek-seat and pull the whistle. 
Everyone knew the WHOOO-OOOO of Charlie’s whistle, and whenever they heard it echoing across the flat Kansas countryside, they said, “There goes Charlie and Engineer Bob, the fastest team between St. Louis and Topeka!” Boys and girls ran into their yards to watch Charlie and  Engineer Bob go by. Engineer Bob would smile and wave. The children would smile and wave back.
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