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Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)


The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.







 


Introduction





This introduction gives you an overview of the following:





•  The OCR A level course



•  How you will be assessed on this unit



•  The different features of this book and how they will aid your learning





The OCR A level course


This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three unit groups and a topic-based essay. The unit groups comprise:





•  British period study and enquiry (unit group 1)



•  Non-British period study (unit group 2)



•  Thematic study and historical interpretations (unit group 3).





This book has been written to support your study of the thematic study and historical interpretations unit Y319, Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992.


This unit considers the factors that helped and hindered the development of civil rights in the USA for African Americans, trade unions, Native Americans and women. It will consider how far these groups obtained civil rights in their political, social and economic spheres, and how and why progress varied over time. In particular, it will assess the roles of the groups and the federal government in bringing about changes, as well as considering who opposed the changes and why. There is also an in-depth analysis of the three interpretation depth studies:





•  Civil rights in the Gilded Age



•  The New Deal and civil rights



•  Malcolm X and Black Power.






How you will be assessed on this unit


Each of the three unit groups has an examination paper, whereas the topic-based essay is marked internally but externally moderated.






	Unit group 1

	Unit group 2

	Unit group 3






	The British period study is assessed through two essays from which you answer one, and the enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks

	The non-British period study is assessed through a short essay and one longer essay. This counts for fifteen per cent of your overall marks

	The thematic and historical interpretations are assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks







For the topic-based essay you will complete a 3000–4000-word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for twenty per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for unit group 3


You will be entered for a specific unit for your A level, and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit. There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the historical interpretations and Section B is the thematic essay.


In Section A there will be two interpretations about one of the depth studies, and one question. The question will be worth 30 marks.


In Section B there will be three thematic essay questions, each worth 25 marks, and you will have to answer two of them. As this is a thematic paper the questions may be drawn from more than one key topic.


Section A questions


Section A questions will be worded as follows:




Evaluate the interpretations in both of the passages and explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of Y. [30]





For example:




Evaluate the interpretations in both of the passages and explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the problems facing African Americans in the Gilded Age. [30]





Section B questions


Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms, and specific requirements for answering each term, can be found at the end of each chapter. The command terms are important. A key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.






	Command term

	Description






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of themes and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important across the whole period






	To what extent/how far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue or theme and weigh up its role by comparing it (comparative evaluation) with other issues or themes and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance across the whole period






	How successful

	Consider a range of issues or themes and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success by comparing each issue or theme







Answering the questions


The A level examination is two and half hours long. Section A carries slightly more marks than each question in Section B and, therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the interpretations, it would be sensible to spend about one hour on Section A and 45 minutes on each essay in Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning both the historical interpretations question and the thematic essay is given on pages 58 and 61.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything. If you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses that show evidence of synthesis across the period (see page 103). Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.



The different features of this book and how they will aid your learning


The book starts with a chronological overview of the period of history in the USA which will be explored throughout the main thematic chapters in the book. This is intended to act as a reference point that can be referred to throughout your study of the main themes.


Each main thematic chapter in the book covers one of the key topics listed in the OCR specification.


Each chapter also has a section on the three named depth studies and provides more detail and, where relevant, discussion of any historical debates about that study in relation to the theme of the chapter. The first chapter will look at the position of African Americans, the second will focus on trade unions, the third will examine the position of Native Americans, and the final chapter will look at the position of women.


At the end of the book is a timeline of the major events (pages 202–3) and suggestions for further reading.


The headings below outline the main features of each main thematic chapter.


Chapter overviews


Chapters start with a brief overview of the theme and a series of bullet points which list the main issues discussed. The structure of the chapter is outlined and a timeline lists the key dates for the events discussed in the chapter.


Chapter sections


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the bullet points listed in the overview. The section addresses a key question or questions, and is further broken down into a series of sub-headings to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of each section you should be able to answer the key question. Your understanding will be reinforced by a summary diagram for each section.


Profiles


These are brief sections detailing the life and key dates of important people in relation to the topic studied.


Key figures


Concise summaries are given of important people in relation to certain events to do with the topic studied.



Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts and issues surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used in the book, and are defined in the margin and the glossary at the end of the book.


Key debates


Historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events and the role and impact of individuals. Key debates are listed at the start of the chapter and are discussed in the historical interpretations section at the end. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians, which will help you to prepare for the Section A examination question.


Chapter summaries


At the end of each chapter there is a summary of the key points covered in the chapter, which will help with revision.


Refresher questions


There will be a series of refresher questions at the end of each chapter. These will not be examination-style questions, but will be designed to ensure that you have a clear understanding of the main points and issues raised in the chapter.



Study skills


Each chapter has a study skills section. In each section one part will develop the skills needed for the thematic essay and the other part will develop the skills needed for the historical interpretations question. There will often be examples of strong and weak paragraphs and the opportunity for you to practise the skills on relevant questions and interpretations.



A chronological overview of the main periods in the USA


The era of Reconstruction 1865–77


The period after the Civil War saw a rapid growth of civil rights for African Americans as a result of the actions of Congress and in the face of opposition from the Southern states. Constitutional amendments indicated that change would be permanent. However, the problems of enforcing political rights were considerable, as the South resorted to violent opposition. By the 1870s, African American rights were being eroded by intimidation, and undermined by poor economic conditions.


Despite their contribution to the war effort on both sides, women did not receive any reward in terms of support for demands for political equality. The war increased divisions within the women’s movement, and the post-war period saw a diffusion of energy into other public causes, particularly temperance.


The economy began to become more industrialised, and factories developed, but the rights of workers were limited to what they could negotiate with their employers.


For Native Americans, this period began as it would continue, with attempts by the US government to destroy their culture and lifestyle. They were increasingly driven from their lands by white westward expansion, aided by the development of the railways which cut across the Great Plains.


The Gilded Age 1875–96


This was a period of economic growth when both the state and federal governments were concerned with the social and economic impact of industrialisation and the high level of immigration. The impetus turned from reform to expansion. The South was too important as a market and as a source of raw materials for US governments to alienate, and was allowed to impose its own racial policies and restrictions on African American voting rights. Segregation was officially approved by the Supreme Court in 1896. The political gains of the post-war period were largely wiped out as African Americans’ participation in political life was severely reduced.


Women continued to take an active role in public activities but there was little progress in achieving the right to vote nationally. The economic diversification and expansion did offer more opportunities in terms of jobs, and an expanding economy needed an educated workforce, so women made progress in education.


Despite the growing economy, the position of workers did not improve much, and this was not helped by the violent actions of some strikers.


The position of Native Americans continued to decline as the reservations on which the US government had forced them to live were gradually reduced in size, and then replaced by allotments, as a further attempt to assimilate them into American society. This continued to destroy their culture and communal way of life.


Empire, reform and war 1896–1920


This period is also known as the Progressive Era and reflected the response to growing industrialisation. Governments were more willing to contemplate both social and political reform. This had a particular impact on the position of women, who were given the vote nationally in 1919. The growth of temperance campaigns during the First World War helped women to be prominent in public affairs. Following increasing numbers of state decisions to give women the vote, the Nineteenth Amendment of 1920 enfranchised women. This was a huge step, but was not accompanied by changes to bring about social and economic equality.


However, very little was done for the civil rights of African Americans. The period did see the first major organisation to promote civil rights – the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) – although initially this was largely led by white people. Although industrial opportunities led African American workers to migrate northwards, and there were some opportunities in the armed forces, white workers and soldiers resented this progress. The revival of the white supremacist Ku Klux Klan in 1915, growing racial tensions and the policies of an avowedly segregationist president, Woodrow Wilson, culminated in the racial unrest of Red Summer in 1919.


The period saw a rapid growth in union membership but there were still industries which did not have unions.


The Native Americans had mostly lost their lands, but continued to resist assimilation, even if some were to fight on the side of American forces in the First World War.


The Roaring Twenties 1920–9


As the name suggests, this was a time of economic boom and prosperity following the First World War. Women seemed to be enjoying a greater freedom, in the form of less restricted dress, more sexual freedom and greater participation in political life. However, given the continuation of double standards, the lack of equal pay and the problems that women faced in rural communities, which did not share the prosperity, there were limitations. In many areas, birth control was frowned on and many gains made by working women in the war were lost in the return to ‘normalcy’.


The social changes of the war meant that African American rights became more of a national issue than one that was purely Southern. The persistence of a high level of social repression (at its most extreme in the form of lynching) in the South showed a reluctance to accept change.


Workers gained from rising real wages, and companies often set up their own unions and introduced welfare schemes, but did not allow strikes.


In 1924, the government granted Native Americans citizenship, but this was not what they all wanted; their main concern was still to resist assimilation and preserve their traditional rights and lifestyle.


The Depression and the New Deal 1929–41


The collapse of the world’s economy and the ensuing Great Depression ushered in a period of change. Under the leadership of the Democrat President Roosevelt, American women and labour unions saw their position improve, and the government showed an increased willingness to tackle social and economic problems. The lowest paid groups, including African Americans, felt the impact of the Depression most harshly. Although African Americans gained from aspects of the New Deal, there was little political interest in extending their civil rights.


Women often played a role in the New Deal administration, and the first female cabinet minister was appointed, but, in general, women workers lost out when there was greater competition for jobs. Increasingly, it was becoming clear that having the vote in itself did not mean that women were treated as equals in a social or sexual sense, or that there was economic equality.


Native Americans did benefit from some of the legislation, with some suggesting that there was a New Deal for Native Americans. However, the government still aimed to pursue a policy of assimilation. This meant that much of the legislation did not make a substantial difference.


Although this period saw high unemployment and conflict between workers and employees, significant legislation was passed that helped to improve the position of workers as their rights were increasingly recognised.


The Second World War and the Cold War 1941–60


This period witnessed considerable changes. The government’s initial concern in the early 1940s was victory in the Second World War, which required it to mobilise its domestic resources. This helped to revitalise industry, which had not recovered from the Depression, and increased affluence. However, US forces remained segregated throughout the war. Black troops gained new experience and confidence in the armed forces, and a war against Nazi racism and for democracy over fascism raised issues of the need for change at home.


Civil rights groups grew; there was more mobility between South and North, and greater economic opportunity. The South, however, remained opposed to change. The 1950s, with greater prosperity and a more critical outlook, was a key time for change and the conflicts over civil rights became more acute than at any time since the 1860s and 1870s.


In terms of greater rights for women, the suburbanisation of the USA and the fear of change during the Cold War may have led to a period of reaction after the changes and opportunities of the war. The influx of women into traditionally male occupations, including the armed forces, did not lead to a sustained period of change after 1945, and women were often forced into the stereotypical role of homemaker.


Generally, the period after the war saw some significant reversals, particularly in the rights of workers, as US governments thought they had gained too much power.


The Second World War meant that there were fewer funds to help the Native Americans, and their conditions continued to decline on the reservations, to which some had returned. Although the government encouraged them to move to urban areas, conditions were little better for them there, as they were not welcome in the workforce. The government, more determined than ever to bring about total assimilation, began the policy of termination.


Reform and reaction: Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon 1960–74


Some 35 million Americans were still living below the poverty line in 1960. Improving the lives of these people became the biggest challenge for the USA, and was part of President Kennedy’s ‘New Frontier’ and President Johnson’s ‘Great Society’. As a result, this period was one of significant change, with ambitious programmes of social reform. These improvements impacted on the position of workers and labour unions, so that while prosperity increased, changes in technology resulted in a decline in union power and influence.


The Republican era of the 1950s had been one of social and political conservatism, but Kennedy’s election marked a change of mood. This was seen in an intensification of mass civil rights activities led by stronger organisations and new leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. This was also seen in the development of a new form of feminism which challenged fundamental assumptions about the nature and role of women. The shock of Kennedy’s assassination led to support for Civil Rights Acts passed by Johnson, which harked back to the post-Civil War period in ending segregation and protecting African American voting rights. However, by then, new demands had arisen from more radical African American leaders and a new radicalism emerged with the Black Power movement.


This was a period of great change for African Americans, and the same was true for Native Americans. The policy of termination was abandoned and government policy changed so that Native Americans gained more control over their own futures as a reform programme was begun.



Ford, Carter, Reagan and Bush 1974–92


The fall of President Nixon following the Watergate scandal created a period of uncertainty in America. The economy was depressed and, under President Reagan, the position of labour unions declined even further.


Ongoing inequality for women, African Americans and Native Americans was still evident and many issues were unresolved by 1992.


African Americans had achieved the political aims that they had been campaigning for, but a new generation found that the more fundamental problems of social and economic inequality had not been tackled. Instead of greater harmony, there was still tension with the continuing agitation by radical groups. The police brutality towards African Americans which had seemed part of an earlier era resurfaced in 1992, and is still a major problem.


The shift away from demands for change being purely political was also seen in the ongoing disputes about women’s issues such as abortion, sexism and discrimination in society in general. The number of women in high-earning positions or in leadership roles in politics seemed disappointingly low given the amount of political activity and the degree of social change since 1865.


The start of the period saw previous gains made by the Native Americans continue to grow. However, a declining economic situation in the latter part of the period meant that funds for them were reduced, but at least there was finally recognition of their right to live according to their tribal culture.


How is the USA governed?


The United States of America is a republic which has a federal system of government. This means that power is shared between the central government and the governments of each of the individual states. The federal government is situated in Washington DC. The head of state is the president, who heads the executive branch. This branch is separate from the legislature, which discusses laws and has to agree to the people chosen by the president to help him rule. The third branch is the judiciary, the courts for the whole of the USA. Each state has its own executive called a governor. There are state legislatures and state courts.


There is a written constitution (a set of rules by which the country is governed). This dates from 1787 but with amendments passed since then. This sets out the role of the three branches of government.


The executive


This is headed by the president, who is elected every four years. The president is responsible for domestic policy affecting the USA as a whole and is also the commander-in-chief and responsible for defence and foreign policy. Usually, presidents have asked Congress to draft laws, but Congress can introduce laws. A cabinet, appointed by the president and approved by Congress, but not elected directly, helps the president to govern.


The legislature


Congress is the legislature, made up of two houses:





•  The House of Representatives consists of members who are directly elected. The number of congressmen or congresswomen for each state depends on the size of the state’s population.



•  The Senate is made up of two elected senators from each state.



•  The judiciary is the courts and judges. The Supreme Court, made up of nine senior judges, is the highest court. Its judgments on cases referred to it are final. Its role is to ensure that neither the president nor Congress exceeds the powers given to them by the constitution. If the Supreme Court declares a law unconstitutional, it cannot be passed. There are federal courts throughout the country.





Political parties


The USA is now dominated by two political parties: the Republicans and the Democrats. This was not always the case, as in the nineteenth century the Populist Party emerged. However, for much of the period covered by this book you will need only to be aware of the major two parties:





•  Republicans. They are now associated with conservative policies, a belief in big business and reduced government. However, at the start of the period they were the party of reform that freed the slaves, and its radical members aimed at promoting the rights of African Americans.
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•  Democrats. For most of the period they were associated with progressive reform in the North, but segregation and restriction of African American rights in the South. From the 1930s, they won more support from African Americans and minorities. The major Civil Rights Acts were passed by a Republican Congress in the 1860s but by Democrat presidents in the 1960s.





Problems arise for the presidents when there is a majority from the opposing party in either of the houses in Congress. They can find it hard to pass the laws they want. Presidents can veto laws but if both houses agree with a two-thirds majority, the veto is overridden. The Supreme Court can also block laws by declaring that they are unconstitutional.







CHAPTER 1


African Americans and civil rights





After the Civil War ended in 1865, Congress took the lead in passing measures to give African Americans political rights, and several amendments to the constitution enshrined these in law. However, Southern states restricted the voting and civil rights of African Americans. Individuals worked for educational, economic and political progress, and the first major organisation to promote civil rights was founded in 1909, but segregation and discrimination were entrenched in the South. Despite changes brought about by two world wars and the New Deal of the 1930s, significant change did not emerge until the 1950s. Reforms of the 1960s restored political rights and brought legal desegregation, but social and economic inequalities persisted. This chapter will analyse the developments under the following headings:





•  The position of African Americans in 1865



•  The role of the US government in the development of civil rights



•  The role of African American individuals in the development of civil rights



•  The opposition to civil rights



•  The importance of organisations in the development of civil rights





It also considers the debates surrounding the three in-depth topics:





•  Should the Gilded Age simply be seen as a period of reaction and lack of progress in African American civil rights?



•  How much did African Americans benefit from the New Deal?



•  How far did Black Power promote the cause of African American civil rights?
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Key dates






	1865

	Civil War ended






	 

	Black Codes passed by interim governments in the South






	1866

	Civil Rights Act






	1867

	Congressional Reconstruction






	1877

	Hayes–Tilden Compromise






	1890s

	Increase in Jim Crow laws






	1896

	
Plessy v. Ferguson: Supreme Court accepted ‘separate but equal’






	1909

	National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) founded






	1933

	New Deal






	1942

	Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) founded






	1948

	Desegregation of armed forces






	1954

	
Brown v. Topeka Board of Education







	1957

	Montgomery Bus Boycott






	1964

	Civil Rights Act






	1966

	Black Panthers formed






	1984

	Jesse Jackson stood as Democratic presidential candidate






	1988

	Jackson’s second campaign as Democratic presidential candidate
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1 The position of African Americans in 1865




What was the position of African Americans in 1865?





There were 4 million African American slaves in the USA at the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. The Thirteenth Amendment to the constitution, signed in February 1865, a few months before the end of the Civil War, stated: ‘Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude … shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction’. In April 1865, with the surrender of the Confederate states, the entire South came within the Union’s jurisdiction and, therefore, slaves became free. However, their new status as freedmen did not mean that they immediately gained the same rights as their former white owners. The war left unresolved what the position of African Americans in the US would be:





•  One suggestion was that all former slaves should leave the USA, but President Lincoln had ruled this out as impracticable.



•  Another idea would be to ensure that African Americans had the same rights and status as whites. This would meet formidable problems in the South, given the resentment by a defeated white population accustomed to considering African Americans in terms of being more akin to property than citizens. Even in the North, a minority of Americans saw total political and social equality between the races as undesirable.





Thus, former slaves were caught between being legally free and yet not being seen as equal. There was also the issue of quite what they were free to do, given that many had no means of making a living.
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The American Civil War


The Confederate states was the name given to the Southern states which broke away from the Union in 1861 (see the map on page 15) after the election of the Republican Abraham Lincoln (see his profile on page 16). Lincoln was opposed to the further expansion of slavery and was considered a threat to slavery itself. A civil war was fought from 1861 to 1865 between the North (the Union) and the South (the Confederacy). Abolitionists fought hard to end slavery, eventually succeeding in 1865.
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The practical solution was ‘sharecropping’. Under this system, white landowners allowed former slaves to work their land in return for a considerable share of what was produced. In many cases this was not very different from slavery. While it was true that former slaves were now allowed freedom to move, to enjoy personal liberty and to no longer be separated from partners and children, they still faced considerable limitations to their liberty. African Americans suffered a huge amount of violence in the aftermath of the war for any supposed lack of respect to whites and any attempts to make use of the rights given to them. Also, the amount of segregation increased markedly. The Old South, confident of the legal difference between black and white, did not always segregate the races socially. However, as fear of African Americans increased, particularly in some areas where they were more numerous than whites, violence and segregation intensified.
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Abraham Lincoln






	1809

	Born in Kentucky






	1834

	Elected to the Illinois state legislature






	1846

	Elected to the House of Representatives






	1856

	Joined the new Republican Party. Increasingly focused on the slavery issue






	1860

	Elected as president in November. In December, the first Southern state seceded (withdrew) from the Union of the United States






	1863

	Issued the Emancipation Proclamation






	1864

	Re-elected president






	1865

	Confederacy surrendered






	 

	Assassinated







Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky and worked as a lawyer in Illinois. He entered politics and served in the House of Representatives, eventually campaigning against the extension of slavery. He was elected as president in 1860 with no Southern states supporting him. His victory led to the South leaving the Union, fearing that he would abolish slavery. He led the Union in the Civil War, taking decisive action to increase the power of the state to win the war. He abolished slavery in all areas controlled by the Union in 1862 and persuaded Congress to introduce the amendment which ended it everywhere in the USA in 1865. He faced opposition to the war in the North, which he overcame, and won the 1864 election. He was a reluctant abolitionist and wanted a moderate settlement to bring the South back into the Union after the Union’s victory. He was assassinated during a visit to the theatre before he could bring about the peace that he had wished for.
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Thus, what characterised the immediate post-war period was uncertainty:





•  The US government was uncertain about what to do about the problem of millions of freed slaves and about the Southern ‘rebels’ whom they had defeated.



•  The white population was uncertain about how far to go with measures for greater equality.



•  African Americans were uncertain about their role and status in post-war America and how far to press for equality.
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Summary diagram: The position of African Americans in 1865
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2 The role of the US government in the development of civil rights




How important was the role of the US government (federal and state) in the development of civil rights?





In 1865, the defeated Southern states had not yet been readmitted to the Union and were under military rule. This gave Congress an unusual opportunity to take the lead in passing measures to promote civil rights, and the period known as Congressional Reconstruction led to more radical changes than during any other period before the 1960s.


Congressional Reconstruction


Vice President Johnson, who took office in April 1865 after Lincoln’s assassination, aimed at a quick return to normality. Once Southerners had sworn an oath of loyalty to the Union they could elect state assemblies which would ratify the Thirteenth Amendment. For Johnson, the issue was the Union, not the rights of African Americans. With a sympathetic president, the new state assemblies had the confidence to pass highly discriminatory Black Codes, which:





•  restricted the right of African Americans to compete for work with white people



•  gave states the right to punish vagrants and unemployed former slaves



•  gave states the right to return vagrants and unemployed former slaves to forced labour



•  allowed those who attacked African Americans to go unpunished, with state officials often participating in attacks.





Even if state governments and the president did not want change, Congress could take action. The Radical Republicans, led by two key enthusiasts for civil rights – Representative Thaddeus Stevens and Senator Charles Sumner – were persuasive and influential advocates for change. They were helped by Congress establishing a federal institution in March 1865, called the Freedmen’s Bureau, to help the emancipated slaves.


A Joint Congressional Committee of Fifteen was established in December 1865 which pushed through the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments (see Table 1.1, page 19). It also sanctioned military support for the reconstruction measures in the South; federal force would not be used again in this way until the 1950s (see page 26).


These changes seem remarkably modern. After 1877, the Southern states were allowed to deprive African Americans of their rights and it was not until the 1960s that anything as radical was done to help them. The later Civil Rights Act of 1964 forbade racial discrimination in places of public accommodation and the Civil Rights Act of 1965 codified and put into force the Fifteenth Amendment’s guarantee that no person should be denied the right to vote on account of race and colour.
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Andrew Johnson






	1808

	Born in North Carolina






	1843–53

	Congressman






	1853–7

	Governor of Tennessee






	1857–62

	Senator






	1864

	Lincoln’s vice president






	1865–9

	President






	1865

	Started Presidential Reconstruction






	1866

	Clashed with Congress over Reconstruction






	1868

	Survived impeachment






	1875

	Died







Andrew Johnson succeeded as president when Lincoln was assassinated in April 1865. A Southerner from a poor background, he was a Democrat representative for Tennessee and governor of the state and later senator in 1856. He was opposed to the abolition of slavery but was passionately for the Union and unsuccessfully opposed Tennessee joining the Confederacy. He was chosen as vice president by Lincoln in 1864. He was quick to issue pardons to Confederates in 1865 and opposed measures to help former slaves. He clashed bitterly with Congress over Reconstruction and was impeached (tried) by the Senate, surviving the trial by only one vote. He remained president with little popularity or credibility until 1869.
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Table 1.1 Summary of measures passed during Reconstruction






	Date

	Measure

	Description






	9 April 1866

	
Civil Rights Act

	All persons born in the USA were endowed with the rights of citizens: everyone should have full and equal benefit of all laws and equal subjection to penalties for breaking laws






	2 March 1867

	First Reconstruction Act

	The eleven Confederate states were divided into five military districts. There were to be new state constitutions made by elected delegates chosen by all male citizens over the age of 21 of whatever race, colour or previous status






	9 July 1868

	Fourteenth Amendment

	Passed in June 1866 but ratified two years later, this declared that no state could deny any person full rights as an American citizen. All had entitlement to ‘due process of law’ to ensure ‘the equal protection of the laws and to all the rights, privileges and immunities of citizens’






	3 February 1870

	Fifteenth Amendment

	This ensured that ’the rights of citizens … shall not be denied or abridged by any State on account of race’






	31 May 1870

	First Enforcement Act

	This banned discrimination based on ‘race, color, or previous condition of servitude’






	28 February 1871

	Second Enforcement Act

	This overturned state laws which prevented African Americans from voting and provided for federal supervision of elections






	20 April 1871

	Third Enforcement Act

	This was also known as the Ku Klux Klan Act (see page 40) and made it a federal offence for two or more persons to conspire to deprive citizens of their right to equal protection of the laws






	1 March 1875

	Civil Rights Act

	All citizens were entitled to ‘the full and equal enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities and privileges of inns, public conveyances, theatres or other places of public amusement’







The Congressional measures of 1866 and 1867 were passed in the teeth of opposition from the president, and a bitter dispute led to Johnson being impeached, or tried, by Congress. His successor, the Union commander Ulysses S. Grant, worked more closely with Congress, and used federal troops to support the legislation. The unity between president and Congress led to the remarkable changes of the period 1868–75.


However, attempts to settle former slaves on confiscated land and to provide some education and awareness of the rights of citizens had been met with brutal opposition since the war ended. In Memphis in May 1866, 46 African Americans were killed in race riots, and in New Orleans 35 also died. State officials and police often participated in attacking African Americans.


The effects of Congressional Reconstruction


From Table 1.2 it is clear that Reconstruction did not achieve equality, but a remarkable number of African Americans (by later standards) sat in assemblies and took part in public life. This level of voter registration and political participation was not seen again after 1877 until the 1970s.




[image: ]




The role of federal institutions in promoting civil rights declined sharply after 1877:





•  Congress did not defend the changes it had made.



•  Presidents did not generally fully support civil rights.



•  The Supreme Court and the state governments worked in opposite directions.





By 1877, Northern voters were tired of the issue of civil rights. The House of Representatives had a Democratic majority. The violence of white opposition to civil rights in the South had produced disorder and was affecting business. In the presidential election of 1876 there were disputed elections in South Carolina, Louisiana and Florida. The fate of the election between the Republican Rutherford Hayes and the Democrat Samuel Tilden depended on the Southern vote. In February 1877, a bargain was struck between Hayes and the representatives of South Carolina and Louisiana. They would cast their votes for Hayes, who would ‘give to the people of the States of South Carolina and Louisiana the right to control their own affairs’. This compromise of 1877 ended the period of Congressional Reconstruction. The troops were withdrawn, and Southern states would be able to ignore the Reconstruction legislation.


The rights of states in the South to deal with African Americans as a local issue was restored to the position that it had been in 1865, at the time of the Black Codes. The progress towards civil rights was reversed when Congress and the president accepted the view, expressed in one Northern magazine in 1895, that ‘the Negro will withdraw from the field of national politics’.
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States’ rights


Those who supported states’ rights argued that the USA had been founded to protect liberty and if the federal government threatened that liberty, then states had a right to protest and even leave the Union. Thus, the Confederate states asserted their rights in 1861. The government claimed that states’ rights did not extend to actually breaking up the USA. The issue was of major importance after the war as the South claimed that the regulation of race relations was a state right.
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The role of state legislatures and governments: ’Jim Crow’


The Southern states passed a series of discriminatory measures against African Americans known as the Jim Crow laws. Gradually, segregation became legalised.


The state of Tennessee segregated rail travel in 1881, and this soon spread through the South. After 1899, there were laws segregating waiting rooms. In the first decade of the twentieth century, there were laws segregating streetcars. Segregation affected not only transport, but sports, hospitals, orphanages, prisons, funeral homes, cemeteries and, of course, education.


There were attempts to designate separate residential areas, and while these did not become law because of objections by the Supreme Court, in practice it was possible to achieve areas of predominantly white and predominantly African American residence by intimidation and refusal to rent or sell. This was not confined to the South; the cities of the North also had distinct segregated areas.


Politically, the South was able to remove African American political representatives by intimidation and then by measures against voting.


Measures against voting


In theory, African Americans could vote, as a result of the changes made from 1866. But each state was free to establish its own qualifications. Southern states were able to introduce tests such as literacy tests which were deliberately intended to exclude African Americans. The most outrageous were the so-called ‘grandfather’ clauses, which said that if a man’s family had voted before, say, 1866, then that man could vote. African Americans, of course, were excluded by this clause. Mississippi began the process of setting stringent voter registration tests in 1890 and other states followed. The 13,000 African American voters in Louisiana in 1896 had fallen to 5000 in 1900. If registration did not stop them voting then violence and intimidation could finish the job. A key element in ending the civil rights of African Americans was the lack of action taken over violence and lynching.
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Lynching


The illegal killing of suspected persons by vigilante mobs was a feature of US life in the period from 1880 to the 1950s. It was not exclusively used to torture and kill African Americans accused of crimes, but there was a high proportion of black victims. It was particularly prevalent in the years of the Jim Crow laws of the 1890s and 1900s. Lynching became almost institutionalised before its decline from the mid-1930s. There was much popular support for and interest in this illegal form of local ‘justice’. Many victims were innocent.


[image: ]




OEBPS/OEBPS/images/17-1.jpg
Not separated from Limits to liberty

partners/children \

Legally free

African Americans

Personal liberty |¢——— in 1865

/ I A
T \ Segregation

Violence |

v Not equal

Sharecropping






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/18-1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/19-1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/title.jpg
access to history

Civil Rights in the
USA 1865—-1992
for OCR

NICHOLAS FELLOWS AND MIKE WELLS

(y HODDER
EDUCATION
AN HACHETTE UK





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
o ooy

NICHOLAS FELLOWS AND MIKE WELLS

{ HODDER

LEARN MORE





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/15-1.jpg
CANADA

ASHINGTON,
NORTH

3 By the late nineteenth
century, Northen cities
fike Chicago and New York
had ever-ncreasing
black populations

MONTANA
DAKOTA

IDAHO SOUTH
DAKOTA

NEVADA

ARIZONA NEW

MEXICO

TEXAS

MEXICO

COLORADO Topeka %
KANSAS
OKLAHOMA

ARKANSAS 2 TENNESSEE

Memphs o
*

Litte ROk
*

Pine Bluf

Dallase. Jackson® @

[

LOUISIW
Hous .
Qe eain oo ¢

=3
Buttalo)

9
De«rm Iy
PeNNSYLIAR

Atanta
sk

GEOR

2 The slave-owning states of

the South fought against
Lincoln’s Union (1861-5)

Brownsville

* Centres of African American activism
during the classical period of the civil
rights movement (1955-65)

= Cities where there were large-scale
African American riots during
the 19605

i’ 3
s NI

Paterson

Phiadelphi,

satirore g\ Fhtanic
- DELAWARE
857 MARYLAND

Danvilo ¢

on® o
alem  CAROLINA,
s

CAROLINA,
*Aug!
GIA

1 The colonies on the east
coast were setlled
primarily by Britons
These early settlers
dispossessedthe Native
Americans and introduced
slavery.

Figure 1.1 A map of African American history.
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State

South Carolina

Mississippi

Louisiana

Florida

North Carolina

Alabama

Georgia

Virginia

State First National Congress
Population in Constitutional Reconstruction | (House of Representatives
1860 Convention State legislature | and Senate)
412,000 Black | 76 Black 84 Black Eight black congressmen
291,000 White 48 White 73 White
437,000 Black 16 Black 40 Black One black congressman,
353,000 White 84 White 75 White two senators
350,000 Black | 49 Black 49 Black Three elected but two did
357,000 White 49 White 8 White not take their seats
62,000 Black 18 Black 19 Black One black congressman
77,000 White 27 White 57 White
361,000 Black 15 Black 19 Black Four black congressmen
629,000 White 118 White 135 White
465,000 Black 33 Black 18 Black Three black congressmen
526,000 White 90 White 90 White
465,000 Black 33 Black 32 Black One black congressman
591,000 White 137 White 214 White
548,000 Black 25 Black 27 Black One black congressman
1,000,000 White 80 White 154 White
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