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There are special gold coins to collect in this book. You will earn one coin for every chapter you read.


 


Find out what to do with your coins at the end of the book.
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When my aunt Aroha left Tangala to marry King Hugo of Avantia, I thought I could rule this kingdom. I wanted to make her proud, to protect the country’s borders and keep my people safe.


I have failed. The sorcerer who took me claims to be hundreds of years old. He says he will not kill me, if my aunt does the right thing. It’s the Jewels of Tangala that he wants. A simple swap – me for the magical stones. But if Aroha delivers them, the results will be far worse than one death. All Tangala will be in peril. My only hope is that my aunt has some other plan, some way to rescue me, but save the kingdom too.


She will need brave heroes at her side if she is to succeed.


 


Rotu


Regent of Tangala, and nephew to the queen.
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Tom waded out of the cool, clear water of the Crystal Sea and up on to its shingle beach. His boots squelched and his jerkin clung to his skin. Beside him, Elenna shook a rain of glittering droplets from her hair.


She glanced around. “I can’t see any sign of Yara or the queen,” Elenna said, her voice tight with worry.


Tom shaded his eyes against the sun, searching the bleak landscape ahead. Beneath the deep blue sky, mounds of pebbles stretched into the distance. Apart from the gentle lapping of waves, there was no other sound.


Tom sighed. “They can’t be that far ahead of us.”


“At least we know where they’re going,” Elenna said.


Tom nodded, remembering how the Crystal Sea formed a ring around the island. “Zargon’s palace must be straight on. Let’s go.”


After filling their water bottles, they set off, jogging over the shingle beach. Tom kept his eyes on the horizon, watching for any sign of Queen Aroha, or a Beast. Since they had arrived in Zargon’s enchanted Kingdom of Vakunda in search of the queen’s kidnapped nephew, they had already defeated three fearsome enemies. Tom knew one final Beast still awaited them, along with the Evil Wizard himself. Worry gnawed at his gut. He hated to think of Aroha facing such deadly foes without him and Elenna.


“I still can’t understand why the queen would take Yara’s side against us,” he said. “It makes no sense – we’ve risked our lives again and again on this Quest. All Yara’s done is get in the way, or worse. Aroha’s no fool. What’s got into her?”


“Perhaps she’s still affected by those poisonous fungi that made us all fight each other,” said Elenna. “Or maybe she can’t believe that someone who has guarded her nephew for so long would betray her.”


Tom remembered the look of fury on the queen’s face when she ordered him and Elenna to abandon the Quest. “Either way,” he said, “it’s still down to us to protect her, and the jewels.”


Zargon had demanded the Jewels of Tangala as a ransom for the prince. Even before Tom had seen the power of the gemstones at work, he knew that letting them fall into the wrong hands would be disastrous. Seeing how they could absorb the energy of defeated Beasts, and transform entire landscapes for the better, he was more determined than ever to keep them safe.


They reached the top of a crest in the land, and Tom saw that the shingle beach gave way to sand dunes baking under the sun. Elenna pointed to two sets of footprints leading into the distance, and they set off, jogging as fast as they could; but the powdery sand shifted with every step, making running exhausting.
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The sun blazed down, and Tom soon felt parched, but he forced himself onwards. Each time he reached the top of a new dune, he hoped to catch sight of Aroha, or of Zargon’s palace, but all there was to see was the barren sand stretching on and on, shimmering in a dazzling heat haze.


Finally, dizzy with thirst, Tom drew to a halt before a wide, flat stretch of desert. “Surely we have to be close to catching them,” he panted.


“I hope so!” Elenna said, leaning her hands on her knees to get her breath. After taking a long drink of water, Tom called on the power of his enchanted helmet, part of his Golden Armour. The full suit was back in Avantia, but Tom was still able to draw on its magic to allow him to see across great distances. He could just make out two tiny figures. Beyond them, there was a line of something that glittered even more than the desert mirages.


“They’re still a long way off!” Tom told Elenna.


“Then we’d better keep going,” Elenna said, grimly. The sun climbed higher as they ran, the only sound the rasp of their breath in the hot, dry air. Tom’s throat felt raw and his chapped lips were cracked and bleeding. But he could see the queen’s glinting form, gradually drawing closer. We’re gaining on them!


As Tom watched, a long low howl of wind whipped up eddies of sand in the distance, hiding Aroha from view. A gust rippled towards them over the desert, throwing dust into Tom’s face. Narrowing his eyes, he saw what looked like a dense brown cloud of smoke, rolling towards them. His heart lurched.


“Sandstorm!” Elenna cried, her words almost drowned out by the wind. Tom clenched his jaw, his eyes fixed on a strange, dark patch near the heart of the sand cloud.
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Welcome to
the world of
Beast Quest!

Tom was once an ordinary village
boy, until he travelled to the City, met
King Hugo and discovered his destiny.

Now he is the Master of the Beasts, sworn

to defend Avantia and its people against

Evil. Tom draws on the might of the
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magical Golden Armour, and is protected

by powerful tokens granted to him by the

. Good Beasts of Avantia. Together with his
R loyal companion Elenna, Tom is always

ready to visit new lands and tackle the

enemies of the realm.

While there’s blood in his veins,

Tom will never give up the
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