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How to get the most out of this book


This book will help you revise for the modern depth study The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad.


Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





1  revised and understood each topic



2  completed the activities



3  checked your answers online.





The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads. Quick multiple-choice quizzes to test your knowledge of each topic can also be found on the website.


At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 40–46) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Tick to track your progress as you revise each element of the key content.
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Content for each topic is on the left-hand page.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Revision task: Shorter revision tasks help you remember key points of content.
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Exam tips: Throughout the book there are exam tips that remind you of key points that will help you in the exam.
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Key terms and Key profiles are highlighted in purple the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin. As you work through this book, highlight other key ideas and add your own notes. Make this your book.
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There are a variety of activities for you to complete related to the content on the left-hand page. Some are based on exam-style questions which aim to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills. Others are revision tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you record the key information about each topic. You can find answers to these activities online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.
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My revision planner


Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60


The position of black Americans in the early 1950s


Progress in education


The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60


Opposition to the civil rights movement


Key topic 2: Protest, progress and radicalism, 1960–75


Progress, 1960–62


Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 1)


Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 2)


Malcolm X and Black Power, 1963–70


The civil rights movement, 1965–75


Key topic 3: US involvement in the Vietnam War, 1954–75


Reasons for US involvement in Vietnam, 1954–63


Escalation of the conflict under Johnson


The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 1


The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 2


Changes under Nixon, 1969–73


Key topic 4: Reactions to, and the end of, US involvement in Vietnam, 1964–75


Opposition to the war


Support for the war


The peace process and end of the war


Reasons for the failure of the USA in Vietnam


Exam focus


Question 1: Inference


Question 2: Causation


Question 3(a): Utility


Question 3(b): How interpretations differ


Question 3(c): Why interpretations differ


Question 3(d): How far do you agree with one of the interpretations?





Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60
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By law, black Americans were equal to white Americans and had the same rights. However, racial discrimination was a common feature of life in the 1950s. This meant that black Americans had inferior political, social and economic status, with the situation much worse in the South. Organisations campaigned to improve civil rights for black Americans.
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1 The position of black Americans in the early 1950s


The contribution of black Americans to the American effort in the Second World War was considerable. Afterwards, especially as the Cold War was fought to protect ‘democracy and freedom’, many hoped for more quality in America. However, in reality black Americans were still treated as second-class citizens across the USA in the 1950s.


1.1 Segregation





•  In many Southern states, a system of race control was in operation. This was known as the Jim Crow Laws.



•  Southern towns were segregated into black and white areas; this included separate public places, educational institutions and transport.



•  Black Americans experienced a lower economic status as they were employed mainly in agriculture as sharecroppers or in domestic service.



•  Black Americans had little or no protections from white police officers or juries.



•  In the Plessey v Ferguson case in 1896, the Supreme Court had judged segregation was constitutional if separate conditions for black and white Americans were equal. This promoted the idea of ‘separate but equal’.
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Key terms


Jim Crow Laws State and local laws, enacted from 1876–1965, that enforced racial segregation in the Southern USA


Sharecroppers A type of farming in which families rent small plots of land from a landowner in return for a portion of their crop


Supreme Court The highest federal court of the USA


Ku Klux Klan Racial supremacy group, based in the South, who used violence against black Americans


Ghettos Name given to black neighbourhoods in the USA with segregated conditions and widespread poverty


Pressure group An organised group that does not seek election, but which tries to influence and change government policy


Non-violent direct action Rejecting violence in favour of peaceful tactics as a means of gaining political objectives
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1.2 Discrimination


Many Southern white Americans believed that black Americans were racially inferior. Black Americans faced persecution from the Ku Klux Klan and faced widespread discrimination in housing, employment and education. As they had the worst paid jobs and often received lower wages, many black Americans lived in ghettos.


1.3 Voting rights in the Southern states


The right to vote was important for black Americans in order to influence politicians to pass laws to improve the circumstances they faced. Many Southern states used techniques to prevent black Americans from voting such as:





•  white gangs intimidated black Americans if they tried to register to vote



•  literacy tests were used to make it harder for black Americans to register to vote



•  the ‘Grandfather clause’ (which enabled illiterate white people to vote as they could demonstrate their grandfathers had been registered) was introduced



•  white employers threatened to sack black workers if they registered to vote



•  a payment of a poll tax before someone registered to vote, which many black Americans couldn’t afford, was enforced.





1.4 The work of civil rights organisations, including the NAACP and CORE


Many campaigned to improve civil rights and end discriminatory practices. Pressure groups – with membership from black and white Americans drawn from across US society – were prominent in arguing for integration. These included:





•  The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), which was established in 1909 with the aim of using all legal means to achieve equality and end the ‘separate but equal’ ruling.



•  The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), which was established in 1942 and used non-violent direct action to demand the end of segregation.
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Revision task


Summarise the role played by the following groups in the civil rights movement:





•  NAACP



•  CORE
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Exam tip


Make sure you thoroughly revise the issue of voting rights and can describe the obstacles black Americans faced in trying to register to vote.
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You’re the examiner





1  Below are an exam-style question, a mark scheme and a paragraph written in answer to the question. Read the paragraph and the mark scheme and decide what mark you would give the answer.





Give two things you can infer from Source A about segregation in the Southern states. (4 marks)
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SOURCE A


From Martin Luther King’s book, Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story, in which he describes how racial segregation was organised on buses in Alabama.


Frequently Negroes paid their fare at the front door, and then were forced to get off and reboard at the rear. An even more humiliating practice was the custom of forcing Negroes to stand over empty seats reserved for ‘whites only’. Even if the bus had no white passengers, and Negroes were packed throughout, they were prohibited from sitting in the front four seats (which held ten persons). But the practice went further. If white persons were already occupying all of their reserved seats and additional white people boarded the bus. Negroes sitting in the unreserved section immediately behind the whites were asked to stand so that the whites could be seated. If the Negroes refused to stand and move back, they were arrested.
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	Mark scheme






	2 marks

	1 mark for each valid inference up to a maximum of two inferences






	2 marks

	The second mark for each inference is for supporting detail selected from the source
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STUDENT ANSWER


The source suggests that many black Americans were physically segregated on buses. The source also suggests that the police supported segregation.
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Mark [image: ]


Reason _______________________________


_______________________________





2  Now write an answer which could gain four marks.
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2 Progress in education



Segregation and discrimination in education meant black Americans had limited opportunities. Black Americans were not allowed to attend white schools, which were often far superior to black schools.


2.1 The key features of the Brown v Topeka case (1954)





•  Church Minister Oliver Brown challenged segregated schools in Topeka, Kansas. Brown wanted his daughter, Linda, to attend a local school, rather than the all-black school located some distance away.



•  The NAACP – led by lawyer Thurgood Marshall – supported Brown in his appeal to the Supreme Court.



•  Marshall argued that segregation was against the Fourteenth Amendment, as segregation made black children feel unequal.



•  The process took 18 months and the Supreme Court ruled on 17 May 1954 to oppose segregated education.





2.2 The immediate and long-term significance of the case





•  The ruling overturned the 1896 Plessy v Ferguson decision which allowed public facilities to be segregated.



•  The case was a victory for the NAACP and the tactics it had pursued. It had long campaigned against segregated education.



•  Acceptance of the ruling varied. The Supreme Court didn’t give a deadline by which desegregation had to be achieved. It stated later that integration had to be accomplished ‘with all deliberate speed’, believing that schools needed time to adjust.
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