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INTRODUCTION


Shohei Ohtani’s story is incredible on so many levels.


His journey from aspiring baseball star in his home country of Japan, to becoming one of world sport’s hottest and most sought-after talents, is nothing short of staggering.


Ohtani had many hurdles to clear on his path to fame and fortune.


He reached the top in Japan at a relatively young age, but his “two-way” dream to pitch and bat also looked likely to be his downfall.


Not since the legendary Babe Ruth had any baseball player managed to do both disciplines to great effect—and Ruth was at his peak more than 100 years earlier.


But Ohtani knew emulating Ruth was his destiny, and though quiet and shy, he was also fiercely determined to make his dream become a reality.


Los Angles Angels were sold on his two-way belief, and succesfully won the bidding war for Ohtani by paying $20 million for his talent.


Many still doubted if the young Japanese player could cut it in both disciplines in Major League Baseball, and the early days were littered with doubt as to whether he could live up to the hype that surrounded his arrival in the US.


But he would soon knock those doubts out of the park as his talents started to shine through—and how!


Fast forward five years and “Shotime“—as he was soon known in the States—bagged a 10-year, $700 million contract with LA Dodgers in late 2023 with what was the largest professional contract in sports history at the time.


The Little Guide to Shohei Ohtani covers his incredible journey, from humble beginnings in Mizusawa to present day stardom, cataloguing his records and incredible achievements along the way.


It’s Shotime!












Chapter 1 
The Little Leaguer


The background story of how Shohei Ohtani’s humble background would prove to be the perfect grounding for the super stardom that lay ahead, but was still no more than a boyhood dream…








Shohei Ohtani was born in the Prefecture city of Mizusawa (now known as Oshu) in Japan on July 5, 1994. The “Sho” part of his given name means “diverse” or “various” while “hei” comes from a reading of the first kanji character used in the name “Hiraizumi, meaning “flat”, “peaceful” or “even”.


Ohtani has certainly lived up to these etymologies, and is know for being both diverse and peaceful.





[image: Open quotation]


I wasn’t particularly tough in his upbringing. It was very ordinary, really just ordinary.


[image: Close quotation]


Toru Ohtani


Shohei’s father recalls his son’s very normal childhood, amomama.com, October 2024
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He would actively engage in whatever he was interested in. He was a child who would try anything. If you didn’t take care to watch him, it was dangerous.


[image: Close quotation]


Toru Ohtani


More memories from Shohei’s father of his son’s early years, amomama.com, October 2024







The Facts


Toru Ohtani was a semi-professional baseball player until an injury aged 25 forced him to retire, while Shohei’s mother, Kayoko, was a national level badminton player who continued to play after the birth of her children. Aged only two, Shohei was taken to badminton practice by his mother and when given a racquet, began swinging away with gusto.








[image: Open quotation]


According to my husband, the way to swing a badminton or tennis racket and the way to throw a pitcher’s ball are similar. Perhaps that was a good thing later on.


[image: Close quotation]


Kyoko Ohtani


Shohei’s mother on her son’s natural sporting instincts aged two, pieceofjapan.com





[image: Open quotation]


I liked both badminton and swimming, so I think I could have gone any way I wanted. But baseball was the first thing I thought looked cool, and I had the most confidence in it. My mother let me do what I wanted to do as I wanted to do it.


[image: Close quotation]


Shohei recalls what might have been, pieceofjapan.com
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Ohtani thinks about his first glove. He was 5 or 6 years old. It was a hand-me-down from his older brother, Ryuta. The glove was a well-worn, dark brown hunk of leather. Two years later, in second grade, Shohei joined his first team in an organized league, one that played with a rubber ball. To mark the occasion, his father, Toru, an outfielder on a corporate-sponsored amateur





team, bought Shohei the first glove of his own: a two-tone Spalding beauty in red and black. Only after the purchase did Shohei discover the league did not allow multi-coloured gloves. He grabbed a black Sharpie and made his first baseball glove league compliant.


[image: Close quotation]


Report on sportsillustrated.com, ”Ohtani is an Icon Among Us“, March 2024
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I wasn’t told to play baseball. I did it naturally.


[image: Close quotation]


Shohei recognises baseball felt right from an early age, pieceofjapan.com







The Facts


Baseball is one of Japan’s most loved and cherished sports, with a rich history dating all the way back to 1872 when it was first introduced. It has since evolved into a cultural phenomenon with passionate fans and unique traditions with games attracting huge TV audiences.








[image: Open quotation]


When Shohei’s older brother was playing, I was too busy with work to teach him how to play baseball. I couldn’t even play catch with him. Because of that, I was determined to teach Shohei baseball as hard as I could.


[image: Close quotation]


Toru Ohtani


On giving Shohei the tuition he could never afford to give his older brother, pieceofjapan.com







The Facts


Ohtani started playing baseball when he was in his second year of elementary school. Aside from his father and brother’s baseball background, he really became interested in the sport after going to see a hardball baseball team play. When he got to junior high school he entered the “Ichinoseki Little Senior” baseball association, which was based in nearby Ichinoseki. After asking the manager's permission, his father Toru became a coach for the club.








[image: Open quotation]


I was always playing different sports and games. That’s how I learned to move and control my body.


OEBPS/images/common1.png








OEBPS/images/common.png











OEBPS/images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction



		Chapter One The Little Leaguer



		Chapter Two Big in Japan



		Chapter Three The City of Angels



		Chapter Four Shifting up the Gears



		Chapter Five Ohtani Unleashed



		Chapter Six The Artful Dodger











Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Start















		3



		2



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192














OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
THE LITTLE GUIDE TO

SHOHEI OHTANI

UNOFFICIAL AND UNAUTHORIZED





