
	  		





	  		





	  		





	  		







For Dad and Andrew



 
For Dad and Andrew






	  		





	  		













Mariella Mystery: That’s me. Talented Young Super Sleuth and Mystery Girl, aged nine and a bit. Ready for any mystery. Especially a really scary or dramatic one. 


This is my top secret journal. I’m trying to fine-tune my mystery senses by writing everything down, so everyone will think, ‘Wow, Mariella is a totally amazing detective.’ 
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Can’t believe Mum won’t let me have a sniffer dog! It’s totally the most unfair thing ever. (And they aren’t THAT hard to look after.)
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1:30pm 


Garden, 22 Sycamore Avenue (My house)


I have high hopes that Watson (pet cat and trusty sidekick) will become the world’s first fully trained detective’s sniffer cat. 


Sniffer Cat INtensive  Training Programme


Name: Watson Mystery 


Breed: Totally Amazing Sniffer Moggy
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Expert Team of Cat Trainers  (and Mystery Solvers)
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Violet Maple


Mystery Girl and Chief Cat Behaviour Analyst. Violet has been observing Watson’s progress. She is totally allergic to cats so she has to do this from a safe distance (approximately five metres) to prevent sneezing fits.
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Poppy Holmes


Mystery Girl and Sniffer Cat Coaching Monitor.  In charge of thinking up new challenges for Watson. She’s really good at this because she is the team captain of our local synchronised swimming team, the Puddleford Puddles.
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Mariella Mystery (me)


Also a Mystery Girl and Chief Cat Handler. I know Watson best, so I’ve been guiding him through the intensive training challenges. 
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Kitty Challenge Six: Tracking the scent of a missing person 


10:00am: Me and Poppy nominate Violet to 


be the missing person. Violet says she’s not sure Watson is ready for this, but goes inside the house to hide.


10:07am: We let Watson sniff Violet’s jumper and give him a clear instruction: “Find Violet, Watson, find Violet.” (I read in the Young Super Sleuth’s Handbook that it’s important to 


give clear instructions to sniffer dogs. I’m sure the same is true for cats.)
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10:10am: Watson heads towards the house and disappears through the cat flap. This is good. He is following Violet’s scent!


10:18am: Me and Poppy go to investigate. 


10:33am: We hear a screeching noise and thudding. Has Watson located Violet? 


10:34am: Source of disturbing noise levels located in The Chief Cat Distractor’s bedroom.


10:10am: Watson heads towards the house and disappears through the cat flap. This is good. He is following Violet’s scent!
 
10:18am: Me and Poppy go to investigate. 
 
10:33am: We hear a screeching noise and thudding. Has Watson located Violet? 
 
10:34am: Source of disturbing noise levels located in The Chief Cat Distractor’s bedroom.









Chief Cat Distractor (AKA Arthur Mystery): Totally annoying little brother, aged five and three quarters.
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10:35am: The true extent of Arthur’s cat distraction is revealed. He’s recently decided he wants to be just like his favourite pop star, Coco Nutello. The thudding noise was him dancing and the screeching was him singing. He has also recreated one of Coco Nutello’s stupid hairstyles (a massive quiff) on his hair and done the same to Watson. 


10:36am: Arthur says it’s fine to put hairspray on a cat because it’s Coco Nutello’s own brand. (As if that makes a difference. You do not put hairspray on a cat!)
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10:37am: Mum comes in with Violet and demands to know what is going on. She found Violet trapped in the airing cupboard shouting for help. Whoops.


10:38am: Training session is abandoned. 


Verdict: If Arthur hadn’t behaved in such a distracting way, Watson would have tracked Violet down and raised the alarm that she was trapped. I’m not giving up. I’m sure Watson is destined to be a brilliant sniffer cat, eventually.
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TRAINING A SNIFFER DOG:


Have you ever wished you could follow the scent of a suspect or been frustrated that you can’t identify the owner of some incriminating evidence? Sometimes we need a little help from our furry friends – Sniffer Dogs! 
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2. Perform a dancing routine to distract and confuse criminals so you can apprehend them.
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3. Help you with simple Mystery HQ-based tasks, like filing case reports and bringing you slippers to relax in.
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Discovering Famous Detectives: Sniffy McDuff 


Sniffy McDuff shot to fame after he helped his owner, Trixie McDuff, to track a troop of prize-winning poodles. Sniffy saved the poodles from the terrible fate of being dyed pink and sold as Can-Can dancing circus dogs. He raised the alarm that the poodles were hidden in a cat grooming salon (the last place the dastardly dog-nappers thought anyone would look).
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Owning a sniffer dog is a big responsibility,. in addition to hours of advanced training your dog will need love, attention and lots of exercise. Even sniffer dogs need a break from mystery solving.
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2:15pm


22 Sycamore Avenue (My Bedroom)


It’s been really quiet since we solved our last big case, the Cupcake Conundrum. The Young Super Sleuth’s Handbook says that a good detective never wastes time relaxing, he or she uses any non-mystery solving time to become a better detective. That’s why this is the perfect opportunity to focus on things like Sniffer Cat Training.
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I’ve been a bit worried recently that nothing mysterious will ever happen again. But this is all part of being a detective – one day everything is completely normal, the next – BOOM! – a totally mysterious mystery arrives.


Poppy has gone now because she has to practise  for the big swimming gala next week. She’s determined the Puddleford Puddles will beat the Sunnyfield Swimmers. Poppy is really competitive with the team captain of the Sunnies, this stuck up girl called Pearl Swishay. 


Violet went home quite soon after Poppy. I think she was a bit upset  about getting trapped in the airing cupboard. It’s all Arthur’s fault for being so obsessed with Coco Nutello.
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Ever since Arthur heard Coco was coming to Puddleford on her Big Beautiful Hair Tour, he hasn’t stopped talking about her. The Coco concert is this Saturday. Which is also Hallowe’en – potentially the most mysterious day of the year. 
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Me, Poppy and Violet are having  a sleepover in Mystery Girls HQ,  in case a call comes in about a really mysterious mystery. Mum is knitting us some totally amazing costumes. (She runs an online knitting shop called Knitted Fancies. You Name It,  We’ll Knit It! )


I don’t see why Arthur is so crazy about Coco. Her songs are rubbish. The worst one is  all about dancing on tables.  She just sings the same line over and over again. I Love Dancin’ on Tables, Yeeeaahhhh!


And as if anyone would go around swishing their hair that much – you’d just get weird looks if you did that in real life.
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2:45pm


Still in my bedroom 


Arthur is being really annoying. He keeps begging Mum to take him to the posh new hairdressers in Puddleford. It’s called Hair by Marco – apparently Marco is a top celebrity stylist and used to do Coco Nutello’s hair. 


But Mum said Hair by Marco is far too expensive and Arthur will have to go to see Shirley and Barb at our usual hairdressers, Kurl Up and Dye* instead. Ha! 
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Last time Mum took us to Kurl Up and Dye, Barb spent two hours (which is ages) blow drying my hair straight. I didn’t even want straight hair and I lost valuable mystery solving time.


Loads of the kids at school have gone crazy about Coco Nutello too. Miss Twist, our head teacher, is not very happy.
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Miss Twist: Head teacher of Puddleford Primary School. Always in a mood about something. Currently on a mission to stop children from wearing any items that are not officially school uniform. 
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Miss Twist went mental in assembly last week – she said if she sees students wearing Coco Nutello t-shirts under their school shirts, or with giant sequinned bows in their hair (Coco says big bows are ‘so in’) they will be in BIG trouble.


She even told me to take off my detective’s hat! Doesn’t she realise I am doing a very serious and important job?
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