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The children are staying with Anjali’s Aunt May who lives 


beside the sea. Down on the beach the tide is out and 


they are hunting for shells. As they sift through the piles 


of flotsam and jetsam they look for driftwood too. In the 


rock pools there is seaweed and pebbles.


Unfortunately, the children find 


plenty of plastic.


The Shell Hunters


Oh yuk!


How did this end 


up here?


Mason finds a worn-out flip flop.


Anjali discovers a toothbrush in 


a rock pool. 
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This shouldn’t 


be here.


SEA FACT


A sea turtle with a plastic straw stuck in its 


nose went viral on the Internet in 2015. The 


suffering of this animal raised awareness 


about the dangers of plastic straws – they 


are now banned in many countries around 


the world. Since then, photographs of 


the plight of sea creatures, including 


seabirds feeding their chicks toothpicks or 


fish swimming in a cloud of plastic, have 


revealed what’s going on in our oceans 


Scientists estimate that all baby turtles have 


plastic in their stomachs.


Not so pretty 


after all!


Lulu finds an old 


plastic straw.


Noah thinks he’s collected a pile 


of beautiful shell pieces. He looks 


closer and finds half of it is 


plastic fragments.















SEA FACT


Discarded crab traps, lobster pots, drift nets, deep-sea trawl 


nets and other fishing gear are other examples of deadly 


debris that ends up in our oceans. A crab trap captures more 


than just crabs! Marine specialists estimate that 10 per cent 


of the plastic waste in our oceans is discarded nets.


Aunt May has the scariest story of all and it’s about 


‘ghost nets’. These are abandoned fishing nets that are 


left at sea. They are almost invisible to sea creatures 


which can get trapped and die or become injured. Many 


nets get snagged on rocks or on coral reefs. Others get 


tangled with other plastic. Wherever they end up they 


are dangerous to marine life.


It’s a dark night and the children are sitting around the 


fire with Aunt May. They can hear the waves crashing on 


to the shore. It’s the perfect time to tell ghost stories …


The Ghostly Nets
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Anjali wonders how we can limit the damage from nets. 


Aunt May explains that some fishermen now only use nets 


made from biodegradable materials. Others are changing 


the way they fish and not using nets. However, there needs 


to be more rules and regulations to ensure that nets do 


not end up in the sea at all.


Most fishing nets are made from nylon or 


plastic which take years to decompose. 


This means they remain underwater posing a threat to 


all kinds of creatures for a long time. Sharks, whales, 


dolphins, turtles, crustaceans and seabirds all get 


caught in the ghost nets!
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The next morning the children return to the 


beach. The sea is lapping up against the rocks 


and all the sand has disappeared under the 


waves. Everyone is disappointed. Aunt May 


explains that in around twelve hours the tide will 


go out and they will be able to beachcomb.
























OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Y SAVE THE '
SEAS! J

Join the green team and find out why our
seas and oceans need protecting




































































































































































