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Sol Duc Falls
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BEST CAMPGROUNDS


LOCAL EATS


TRAVELING WITH DOGS


From rainforests to snowcapped mountains to rivers, beaches, and lakes, the terrain of the Olympic Peninsula offers seemingly endless beauty and variety.


In the west, you can hike through elk habitat to the top of Colonel Bob Mountain, dig for clams in the wet coastal sand, and explore the far reaches of the Hoh River Valley. Spend long days hiking Olympic National Park trails and short nights sleeping under the stars, or drive to the end of a two-lane highway to view the seemingly infinite Pacific Ocean at La Push.


Farther north, traverse the Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway to reach Cape Flattery, the northwesternmost point in the contiguous United States. Bike the scenic Olympic Discovery Trail through Sequim’s rain shadow. Trek to the end of Dungeness Spit (tides willing), or soak tired muscles after a hike to the remote Olympic Hot Springs.


On the eastern side, kayak in the sun beneath the snow-topped peaks at Lake Cushman, fish ample rivers, and indulge in local delicacies, including fresh-caught fish, in cities such as Poulsbo and Gig Harbor.


Rain is part of the region’s charm—as well as the reason it’s so lush and beautiful in the first place. Locals hardly seem affected by it, beginning their days with layers of clothes and peeling them off (and adding them back again) as the weather shifts. Smart visitors will do the same.


The Olympic Peninsula is constantly evolving. It’s a blue-collar area with first-class natural resources, including fish and timber, providing jobs of all sorts. Today, the region also benefits from ecotourism and a diversified population as more people move to the area from the city. Just as the rains and rivers have carved the land, the area’s people are carving its history. Both are testaments to how special this place is, and one visit is all you’ll need to agree.
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Hurricane Ridge






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Wandering through the Hoh Rain Forest—one of the wettest places in the United States and also one of the prettiest, greenest spots in the world.
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2 Hiking—from casual strolls along coastal beaches to walks through old-growth timber to ridge treks with panoramic views, there’s something for all skill levels.
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3 Harvesting Dungeness Crab, and then feasting on the local delicacy.
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4 Soaking in the Sol Duc Hot Springs and enjoying all the amenities of a resort.
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5 Breathing in the delightful lavender fragrance as you stroll through the magical Sequim Lavender Farms.
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6 Hiking, skiing, or sightseeing at Hurricane Ridge, a beautiful mountainous area that’s nearly a mile high.
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7 Strolling along the shores of Rialto and Ruby Beaches amid the tidepools, sea stacks, ruby-colored rocks, and views of the offshore islands.
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8 Seeking out waterfalls throughout the Olympic Peninsula.
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9 Getting out on Lake Crescent or Lake Quinault and enjoying stunning views, water sports, and nearby hiking.
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10 Wildlife watching at Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


The Kitsap Peninsula and Hood Canal


There are more medium-sized cities and more people here than in any other part of the Olympic Peninsula, mostly due to proximity to Seattle, Tacoma, and other towns around busy Puget Sound. Get away from the local bustle with a visit to Lake Cushman or Dosewallips State Park, or venture into Olympic National Park to hike the Staircase Rapids Loop. The 65-mile-long (105-km) Hood Canal provides opportunities to scuba dive, fish, kayak, and, when the weather’s nice, relax on a scenic beach. The Kitsap Peninsula is separated from the western portion of the Olympic Peninsula by the Hood Canal, but it shares much of the natural beauty of its larger sister. The eastern part of the Olympic Peninsula is known for its quaint small towns including nautical Gig Harbor and picturesque Poulsbo, with its Scandinavian-themed shops and restaurants.
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Gig Harbor





Port Angeles and the Northern Peninsula


Scenic Highway 112 intersects with U.S. 101 near the bustling hub of Port Angeles, then carves a path through small towns along the Strait of Juan de Fuca before ending at Neah Bay, home to the Makah Indian Reservation. Just west of Neah Bay is Cape Flattery, the northwesternmost point in the contiguous United States. The northern peninsula is a hotbed for recreation—it’s home to popular Olympic National Park destinations such as Sol Duc Hot Springs and Lake Crescent, surrounded by miles of hiking trails. Hurricane Ridge is a breathtaking vista. Westward lies the coastal portion of Olympic National Park and Lake Ozette, Washington’s third-largest natural lake.
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Hoh Rain Forest and the Coast


Miles of driftwood-covered beaches, clear lakes and rivers, lush rainforests, and towering, water-carved sea stacks are among the many natural wonders of the western Olympic Peninsula. Massive amounts of rainfall keep the area green and foster the lushness of the Hoh Rain Forest, while nearby glacier-covered Mount Olympus towers above everything. Lake Quinault, in the southwestern part of Olympic National Park, is surrounded by the Quinault Rain Forest and offers recreation for hikers, anglers, and wildlife watchers. The area’s “larger” cities such as Aberdeen, Hoquiam, and Forks offer a taste of slow-paced small-town life. On the coast, the pebbles of Ruby Beach are actually fragmented garnets, and Cape Disappointment State Park is the terminus of Lewis and Clark’s historic expedition.



KNOW BEFORE YOU GO



If you want to hit all the highlights of Olympic National Park, allow a minimum of three days—those highlights are spread out over a wide area.


Visitors who plan on hopping a ferry at Port Angeles to visit Canada need a passport. (A regular driver’s license no longer cuts it with the authorities of either Canada or the United States.)


Passes


Entering Olympic National Park requires a park pass, which you can purchase either online (www.recreation.gov) prior to visiting or at any park entrance. Entry to all Washington state parks requires a Washington State Discover Pass, which also can be purchased online (www.discoverpass.wa.gov), at any staffed state park, or from a recreational license vendor.


Transportation


Several bus systems run throughout the peninsula, but they are best for traveling within the counties where they are based, not for getting across the entire region. Consequently, a car is pretty much a necessity. All the major rental companies have stations at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. For travel by train, Amtrak has several stops in Western Washington, including in Olympia, Tacoma, and Seattle. Ferries connect the Olympic Peninsula to Puget Sound to the east, and Canada to the north.


Drive times can vary dramatically based on destination, departure location, time of day, day of the week, and even time of year. For example, to reach the city of Aberdeen in the coastal section of the peninsula, it takes an average of two and a half hours during slow periods (late nights and the middle of a weekday) and up to four hours during busier times. That same drive from Sea-Tac Airport would take an average of 20 minutes less. Those same drives to the northern peninsula city of Port Angeles would average three hours from both Sea-Tac Airport and downtown Seattle, whether you take a ferry across Puget Sound or drive on the highway. The drives to the Kitsap Peninsula are a lot shorter. From Seattle, you can get to the Kitsap Peninsula city of Bremerton via car ferry in an hour; or by car in an hour and a half. If you’re at Sea-Tac Airport, your quickest bet is driving, which will take you a little over an hour during times of low traffic.


When to Go


The typical Pacific Northwest tourist season is summer, running Memorial Day to Labor Day. That’s the only time of year when the rain (sometimes!) holds off long enough for you to get out of the car to explore. Of course, the most popular spots are crowded when the sun does come out.


Many mountain trails are covered with snow much of the year, and many tourist sights are closed during winter. But there are still things to do: Sequim and the Dungeness Valley are almost always dry; storm-watching specials are offered at many hotels in coastal communities; and museums are often open year-round. Winter is also the best time to sled, snowshoe, and ski.


To beat the crowds, visit in late spring or early fall. Sure, there’s often rain during those times, but rain is what makes the region beautiful. Besides, what did you expect from an area full of rainforests?
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BEST OF Olympic Peninsula


One of the best aspects of the Olympic Peninsula is that you don’t need to stray far from its main thoroughfare, U.S. 101, to experience a good number of area highlights. U.S. 101 travels around the perimeter of the peninsula and Olympic National Park, making it possible to see the best the region has to offer in a limited amount of time. This itinerary imagines that you’re arriving from Seattle or Tacoma, and takes you around the peninsula starting on the eastern side, going to the northern portion, and finishing on the coast.


Day 1


112 mi/180 km; 3 hours


Begin in the eastern portion of the peninsula, heading north from Shelton along Hood Canal. At Hoodsport, head west on Highway 119 for a trip along Lake Cushman to Staircase for a short day hike. Return to Hoodsport for a quick stop at Hoodsport Winery, then head to The Tides Restaurant for some of the region’s famous oysters.


After lunch, take a hike at Mount Walker or Dosewallips State Park before heading on to Port Townsend. Have dinner in town and spend the night at the Bishop Victorian Hotel, where you can rest in front of your room’s fireplace.
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Dosewallips State Park





Day 2


57 mi/92 km; 1.5 hours


Put on your walking shoes and hit the road toward Fort Worden State Park, which used to be an active military fort. Once you’ve traversed some of the park’s 434 acres, get back on U.S. 101. Drive to Sequim, and bask in the area’s rain shadow and visit its many lavender farms.


Bike riders should hop on the Olympic Discovery Trail at some point, and nature lovers definitely need to venture north to the Dungeness Spit for a bird-watching hike.


Head toward Port Angeles early enough to enjoy lunch at Chestnut Cottage, then stroll the Waterfront Trail. Meander through the Museum at the Carnegie or play a round of golf at Peninsula Golf Club. Have a glass of wine with dinner at Bella Italia, then tuck in for the night at the Port Angeles Inn.


Day 3


63 mi/101 km; 2.5 hours


You won’t be driving too far today, as you head south of Port Angeles to explore two of the most popular sections of Olympic National Park. First up is Hurricane Ridge, from which point you can take one of several scenic hikes or have a picnic lunch among the blooming wildflowers, subalpine meadows, and snowcapped mountains. When you’re finished, return to U.S. 101 and head west to Lake Crescent to take a quick walk on the Marymere Falls Nature Trail and admire 90-foot-high (27-m) Marymere Falls or fish for some trout. Stop at Lake Crescent Lodge for a bite, then circle around to the lake’s north side and stay at Log Cabin Resort for the night.
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Lake Crescent





Day 4


169 mi/272 km; 4 hours


The sulfuric waters at Sol Duc Hot Springs will surely help you relax. Whether you hike Sol Duc Falls Trail prior to or after soaking is up to you. Have a quick lunch at the Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort’s Poolside Deli before once again hitting the road.


For a worthy detour, take the Highway 113 junction north to connect with scenic Highway 112, then head west to Neah Bay and Cape Flattery, if for no other reason than to say you’ve been to the northwesternmost point in the contiguous United States. Visit the Makah Indian Reservation and the tribe’s fascinating museum, the Makah Cultural and Research Center.
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Cape Flattery







Wine Time


With all the rain that falls on the Olympic Peninsula, you might be surprised to hear exactly how many wineries are located here. Well, that’s because the grapes used here are grown in the drier eastern part of the state. Still, plenty of wineries on the peninsula offer opportunities to sip and swirl. Here are some of the best and brightest. Cheers!


THE KITSAP PENINSULA AND HOOD CANAL


• Walter Dacon Wines: Located near Shelton, this winery focuses on Rhone- and Mediterranean-style wines, and ages its grapes in French and American oak barrels. Try the Skookum Red.


• Hoodsport Winery: This winery has been around for almost four decades. All its wines are top-notch, but its fruit wines truly stand out. Chocolate truffles and specialty coffee are also sold here.


PORT ANGELES AND THE NORTHERN PENINSULA


• Camaraderie Cellars: This small craft winery is located two miles (3 km) west of Port Angeles, and gets its grapes from Eastern Washington. The winery produces only 3,000 cases per year but has managed to place its product in several regional restaurants.


• Harbinger Winery: Housed in a former logging truck shop three miles (5 km) west of Port Angeles, Harbinger selects its grapes from several different Eastern Washington vineyards and crushes them within hours of harvest. The result? Try the cabernet sauvignon and you’ll find out. Here’s a hint: It’s good. Beer is also brewed here—a double bonus!


HOH RAIN FOREST AND THE COAST


• Westport Winery: This family-owned business grows grapes, has an interesting outdoor art museum, and serves food at its coastal location between Aberdeen and Westport. The fruity wines don’t lack for taste; the Duckleberry Grunt is one of the best. A portion of the proceeds from each bottle sold here goes to local charities.
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Westport Winery in Aberdeen








Retrace your path and return to U.S. 101 to continue the loop south into the Twilight- and logging-centric town of Forks. Visit the Forks Timber Museum to shop for logging- and Twilight-related memorabilia. To end the day, jump on Highway 110 to La Push and hit Rialto Beach for a sunset stroll. Mora Campground, about two miles (3 km) from Rialto Beach, is a great place to spend the night.


Day 5


135 mi/217 km; 3 hours


Return to U.S. 101 and head south. Make a left at Upper Hoh Road and travel along the Hoh River to the entrance to Olympic National Park. Spend some time exploring one, or several, of the trails in the Hoh Rain Forest, then visit the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center to learn about the natural forces that make the Hoh Rain Forest unique.


Stop at the Hard Rain Café for a half-pound Mount Olympus burger, then continue south to where U.S. 101 will take you out to the Pacific Ocean. Stroll uniquely colored Ruby Beach to look at the sea stacks just offshore. Dine at the Kalaloch Lodge before heading south to Lake Quinault, home to the Quinault Rain Forest. Be sure to get there in time to catch a sunset over the water at Rain Forest Resort Village, where you’ll be spending the night.


Day 6


65 mi/105 km; 2 hours


Begin the day with a 31-mile (50-km) drive around Lake Quinault. Stop to take photos at one of the many waterfalls here or in the open meadows where Roosevelt elk graze. Go for a walk in the woods on the Maple Glade Rain Forest Trail, then hop back on U.S. 101 and drive south to the Moclips Highway, where a right turn will take you to Highway 109 and back out to the coast. Head to North Beach, where you can explore a handful of small towns.


Swing by the Museum of the North Beach to learn about local history, then head a few minutes farther south for lunch and to sample some award-winning wines at Ocean Crest Resort. Head down Highway 109 again to Pacific Beach and visit the picturesque, planned-development town of Seabrook, which looks like a Hollywood movie set. Grab some ice cream and take a stroll through town and across the highway, down to an often empty beach for a before-dinner walk. Eat dinner and spend the evening in one of the many cottages for rent here.


Day 7


60 mi/96.5 km; 1.5 hours


Drive south to Ocean Shores. Once there, visit Damon Point for spectacular views of Grays Harbor and the Olympic Mountains, then stop at the Coastal Interpretive Center to learn the history of the relatively new city you’re in.


Grab lunch at one of the many local restaurants here, then rent a moped for an hour and cruise through town and along the beach. Next, head east on Highway 109 out of town and stop at the Quinault Beach Resort & Casino for a little action at the blackjack tables. Continue east to Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge in Hoquiam to walk the boardwalk and take photos of the many shorebirds that call the area home.


Drive to Aberdeen and tour the tall ships Lady Washington and the Hawaiian Chieftain. Exit town via U.S. 12, then swing into Montesano for a quick walk at Lake Sylvia State Park.


For your last dinner on the peninsula, make your way back to the coast, to Westport. Take in the view of the marina and linger over beer and pizza at Blackbeard’s Brewing Company, then bid adieu to the Olympic Peninsula before tucking in for the night at the Chateau Westport.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Waterfalls for All


Because of snow runoff from the Olympic Mountains and the often steep coastline full of jagged cliffs, there are literally hundreds of small waterfalls here. They range in size from the Pacific Coast’s Fall Creek Falls, which are only 40 feet (12 m) high but sometimes become level with the surf at high tide, to the Hood Canal’s 420-foot (128-m) Vincent Creek Falls. Wynoochee Falls at the Wynoochee Lake Campground is one of the few that empties into a swimming hole, albeit a cold one. Beaver Falls, near Forks, is only 20 feet (6 m) high but is more than 70 feet (21 m) wide, and resembles a miniature version of Niagara Falls. Hi Hi Kwitht Falls can only be seen by boat, off the Makah Indian Reservation. Tiny seasonal falls can be seen along nearly any highway, while others can be discovered along hiking trails.
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The Olympic Peninsula Visitor Bureau and Grays Harbor Tourism have collaborated to produce the Olympic Peninsula Waterfall Trail (www.olympicpeninsulawaterfalltrail.com), grouping some of the prominent waterfalls for driving and hiking expeditions. Here are some highlights:


• Sol Duc Falls: Plunging some 60 feet (18 m) down on the upper Sol Duc River, this is considered by many to be the best falls on the Peninsula. It’s easily accessible from either Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort or a separate trailhead just down the road.


• Marymere Falls: An easy hike through greenery leads here. You’ll see a narrow, but long, stream from Falls Creek plunge some 90 feet (27 m) down a moss-covered hillside.


• Murhut Falls: A waterfall with two legs, Murhut drops a combined 155 feet (47 m) into the Duckabush River below. It’s easily accessible via a family-friendly hike of less than a mile (less than 1.6 km).


• Hamma Hamma Falls: Another two-tiered beauty, Hamma Hamma Falls near Hood Canal is 82 feet (25 m) high and one of few falls where flow remains relatively strong in all seasons of the year.


• Merriman Falls: This wonder in the Quinault Rain Forest is noteworthy for several reasons, including its beauty and its location just a few feet from the road at Lake Quinault.
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Family Getaway


Full of wonder, mystique, history, and educational opportunities, the Olympic Peninsula is the perfect place to take kids of all ages. The three-day weekend below assumes a starting point of Port Townsend and an ending point of Ocean Shores.


Friday


Take a step back in time at Fort Worden State Park, where kids (armed with flashlights) can explore old bunkers that were built in the early 1900s and were active in both world wars. It’s great for history buffs as well as movie lovers—this is where Richard Gere’s An Officer and a Gentleman was filmed.


Next, head to the Port Townsend Marine Science Center, located in the park, to get up close and personal with starfish and sea anemones. Then take a walk along the beach and see what creatures can be found in the wild. Take a family photo with the Point Wilson Light, built in 1913; this is just one of many old lighthouses you’ll find on the Olympic Peninsula.


Head into Port Townsend to savor some out-of-this-world ice cream or Italian ice at Elevated Ice Cream. There’s a candy shop here, too. In the evening, settle down at the Waterstreet Hotel.


Saturday


Kids will enjoy a trip to Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park in any season. In winter, the road to the ridge is open every day, weather permitting; kids can make snowballs, sled, snowshoe, and cross-country ski. The area has two rope tows and a ski lift, too. When the weather warms up in late spring, the area is dotted with wildflowers. Take a scenic nature walk. Stop first at the Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center for maps and information about guided tours, and to see exhibits. You can see everything from the ridge, including Canada! (Note that in May 2023, the visitor center burned to the ground in a devastating fire. Check for updates before visiting.)




TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Hikes


Whether you’re an athlete or someone who prefers short and easy trails, pulling on some sturdy shoes and getting out into nature is a must. You won’t regret it—the Olympic Peninsula is one of the most beautiful natural settings in the world. You can purchase day passes at many trailheads, or pick up multiday passes if you plan to tackle several hikes. A Northwest Forest Pass works for parks operated by the Forest Service, while you need a Discover Pass for lands managed by the state. Remember to check trail conditions beforehand and follow Leave No Trace principles.
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THE KITSAP PENINSULA AND HOOD CANAL


• Staircase Rapids Loop: This scenic four-mile (6.4-km) loop with negligible elevation gain includes several water views and a new cable suspension bridge.


• Falls View Canyon Trail: This easy 1.5-mile (2.4-km) hike has a good payoff at the end: a 120-foot (36.5-m) waterfall off the Big Quilcene River.


PORT ANGELES AND THE NORTHERN PENINSULA


• Hurricane Ridge: Towering over Port Angeles, Hurricane Ridge is one of the most popular destinations in Olympic National Park. Several trails that leave from the visitor center provide panoramic views of the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Olympic National Park.


• Marymere Falls Nature Trail: Popular due to its location and limited elevation gain, this trail includes stairs running alongside a waterfall, giving hikers access to the upper portion of the 90-foot (27-m) falls.


• Sol Duc Falls Trail: Hike straight to the falls and back (an easy 2 mi/3.2 km round-trip), or complete the 5.3-mile (8.5 km) loop through old-growth forest.


HOH RAIN FOREST AND THE COAST


• Bogachiel River Trail: This 12-mile (19-km) round-trip trail gains only 400 feet (122 m) of elevation total, and you’re rewarded with moss-covered old-growth trees and views of the Bogachiel River.


• Hall of Mosses Trail: Less than a mile long (less than 1.6 km), this easy-to-access trail smack in the middle of the Hoh Rain Forest may be the most popular trail on the Olympic Peninsula.





After a few hours at Hurricane Ridge, grab a bite in Port Angeles and head to the Sol Duc River Valley. Take a one-mile (1.6-km) hike on the Sol Duc Falls Trail, where kids will enjoy walking among the forest’s tall trees. The big payoff is beautiful Sol Duc Falls. Relax sore muscles in the pools at the Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort, then make your way to Forks for dinner at Pacific Pizza or Sully’s Drive-In. If you’re traveling with Twilight-loving children, check out Forks High School and the other spots Bella, Edward, and Jacob frequented. Don’t worry about finding your way here: Plenty of signs and maps in nearly every establishment will point you in the right direction. Spend the night in Lake Quinault.


Sunday


Hit the beach! Even during the summer that might mean wearing warm layers, at least for part of the day, because it gets chilly here on the coast. First, head to Ocean Shores to buy a kite from one of the many gift shops in the city. It’s almost always windy here, so you’re practically guaranteed a successful flight.


Ocean Shores is home to the Pacific Paradise Family Fun Center, where kids can hang out for hours playing arcade games and earning tickets for prizes. They can also play mini-golf here or ride bumper boats during the warmer months. Stop by one of numerous local shops to browse for beach-related trinkets, and pick up giant bags of soft and chewy saltwater taffy at Murphy’s Candy & Ice Cream.


Horseback riding on the beach is often available, and you can rent bikes from Apollo Mopeds to explore this coastal town further. For a more educational option, check out the Coastal Interpretive Center to see aquariums and exhibits about the region’s sealife and mammals.
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The Great Outdoors


While there are plenty of great museums, restaurants, and shops to make the Olympic Peninsula interesting year-round, it’s definitely the great outdoors that most visitors come here to experience. This five-day tour highlights some of the best recreational opportunities available.


Day 1


Begin on the eastern side of the peninsula, stopping at Mike’s Beach Resort north of Eldon to rent dive gear and explore the waters of Hood Canal for squid, rockfish, eel, and possibly a Pacific octopus or two. Through the resort’s property you can access some of the best reefs and underwater canyons on the canal. Those without diving experience can instead grab a kayak from the resort and explore the southern canal from above.


Afterward, picnic at Dosewallips State Park before heading north to Fort Flagler State Park on Marrowstone Island for a short hike. Settle in for the night in Port Townsend.
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view of Port Townsend waterfront





Day 2


Bicycling is very popular in the northern peninsula, thanks to the awesome Olympic Discovery Trail, which you can jump on north of Olympic Cellars in Sequim and ride to the city pier in Port Angeles for lunch before returning to your car. Those desiring more of an off-road cycling experience can head south of Sequim to get muddy on the Lower Dungeness Trail.


Next, travel south of Port Angeles to Hurricane Ridge. Once there, hike the Cirque Rim Trail and look down on Port Angeles. Beginning at the visitor center, hike as many of the other trails as you’re able; each has something different to offer. (Note that in May 2023, the visitor center burned to the ground in a devastating fire. Check for updates before visiting.) Return to the highway and head west to Lake Crescent Lodge for the evening.




Best Campgrounds


The only time span suitable for camping on the Olympic Peninsula is between Memorial Day and Labor Day—at least for those who want to stay somewhat dry. During this limited window, it’s important to scout out campgrounds far in advance to make sure you can secure a spot. For reservable campgrounds, book as soon as sites become available. For first-come, first-served campsites, go on weekdays if you can or, if you want to stay over a weekend, try to arrive on Thursday. And make sure to have a plan B!


THE KITSAP PENINSULA AND HOOD CANAL


• Staircase Campground: Just one hour north of Olympia, this campsite is surrounded by the ancient old-growth Douglas firs that dominate this side of the peninsula. It has 47 first-come, first-served sites (reservable in summer) and provides access to a variety of nearby hiking trails.


• Hamma Hamma Campground: This shady site is first-come, first-served and situated on the shores of the Hamma Hamma River, about 20 miles (32 km) from Hoodsport. It’s near the Living Legacy Trail, an interpretive loop that’s wheelchair-friendly for the first quarter mile (0.4 km).


PORT ANGELES AND THE NORTHERN PENINSULA


• Fort Worden State Park: Reserve one of the 80 campsites here early—you can do so up to nine months in advance (www.parks.wa.gov)—as this destination is super popular. That’s because this former military fort is conveniently located and full of activities, including tours of the remaining buildings from the original fort.


• Dungeness Recreation Area: Located just outside both Sequim and the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge, this 64-site campground is located on a bluff above the Strait of Juan de Fuca and has a 1.1-mile (1.8-km) trail along the bluff overlooking the strait. Half of the campsites can be reserved online (www.sunrisereservations.com), while the other half are first-come, first-served.


HOH RAIN FOREST AND THE COAST


• Mora Campground: Close to the Quileute Indian Reservation at La Push, Mora Campground is first-come, first-served (reservable in summer) and just two miles (3 km) from Rialto Beach on the Pacific Ocean. It has running water all year long and is a perfect home base for exploring this part of the peninsula.




[image: image]


Mora Campground





• Hoh Rain Forest Campground: With 88 first-come, first-served campsites (reservable in summer) situated in the middle of old-growth forest and alongside the Hoh River, this campground might best epitomize the Olympic Peninsula. From here you have access to several trails that lead around the river and through the forest.


• Twin Harbors State Park: Once a military training ground, this 172-acre (69.6-hectare) beachfront location near Westport now is home to more than 260 campsites of all varieties with access to trails, bird-watching, and other activities. Sites are reservable online (www.parks.wa.gov) up to nine months in advance.







Local Eats


Seafood, wine, farm-fresh dairy, and seasonal vegetables are just some of the local treats you’ll find on the Olympic Peninsula.
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THE KITSAP PENINSULA AND HOOD CANAL


• Hama Hama Oyster Saloon (35846 N US Hwy 101, Lilliwaup; 360/877-5811; www.hamahamaoysters.com): At this rustic saloon, the fresh, wood-smoked oysters on the half shell were farmed just steps away from your table. Seafood doesn’t get much fresher than this.


• The Fireside Restaurant (One Heron Rd., Port Ludlow; 360/437-7412; www.portludlowresort.com): At Port Ludlow’s finest restaurant, the menu is artisanal all the way, with ingredients sourced from local farms and waters and served in a casual, yet classy waterfront setting.


PORT ANGELES AND THE NORTHERN PENINSULA


• Jefferson County Farmers Markets (https://jcfmarkets.org): That’s “markets,” plural because there is more than one market and day of the week. Markets in Port Townsend run seasonally on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and the market in Chimacum runs on Sundays. Garden goods, ciders, shellfish, mushrooms, and sushi—yes, all fresh—highlight the offerings.


• Finnriver Farm & Cidery (124 Center Rd., Chimacum; 360/339-8478; www.finnriver.com): On this 80-acre (32.3-ha) plot of land in the Chimacum Valley, you can find more than 10 ciders on draft (including non-alcoholic options) and a kitchen that creates dishes using locally sourced ingredients.


• Calvin’s Crab House (160 Bayview Ave., Neah Bay; 360/374-5630): Venture to the northernmost point in the contiguous United States at Neah Bay to be treated to a menu filled with the freshest ocean-to-table offerings on the peninsula, all served in a quaint and tidy environment.


HOH RAIN FOREST AND THE COAST


• Creekside Restaurant at Kalaloch Lodge (157151 US-101, Forks; 866/662-9928; www.thekalalochlodge.com): A lodge might not seem the most likely place to find a unique culinary option but this restaurant boasts that more than 60 percent of its food and beverages are either sourced within 150 miles (241 km) or certified organic—and many times, both.


• Sea Glass Grill at Westport Winery (1 S Arbor Rd., Aberdeen; 360/648-2224; www.westportwinery.com): This winery dining room delivers special local delicacies with class—all best when paired with their award-winning wines, of course.






Day 3



Head out to Marymere Falls Nature Trail, which is less than a mile long (less than 1.6 km), for a wake-up hike, then head back to Lake Crescent Lodge. Grab a kayak there and take in the glacier-carved beauty of Lake Crescent from the water. Next, head to the north side of the lake to connect to Highway 112. Travel the scenic highway west along the Strait of Juan de Fuca to Neah Bay. Hike the short Cape Flattery Trail to glance out at Tatoosh Island and the decommissioned Cape Flattery Lighthouse. You are now standing at the northwesternmost point in the contiguous United States.


Hop back on the highway, then venture down Hoko-Ozette Road to eight-mile-long (13-km) Lake Ozette. Hike three miles (4.8 km) down the Cape Alava Trail for a moment of reflection. When you hit the beach here, you will be standing at the westernmost point of the contiguous United States. Walk along the beach, then retrace your steps back to U.S. 101. Head south to Forks, where you’ll spend the night.


Day 4


Rise early to take advantage of the area’s prime salmon- and trout-fishing opportunities at Bogachiel State Park, just south of Forks, where the Bogachiel River lies. Or, if you’d prefer to be in the water with the fish rather than catch them, pick up a wetsuit and a board at North by Northwest Surf. Co.’s rental center in Forks, then head west to La Push to catch some Pacific Ocean waves.


Once you’ve caught your share of fish or waves, head south to Lake Quinault for a waterfall- and big-tree-filled series of short hikes along the North Shore and South Shore Roads on either side of the lake. Hit the Quinault Rain Forest Nature Trail and Trail of the Giants before catching a beautiful sunset from the Rain Forest Resort Village, or while sipping a drink from inside the Salmon House Restaurant.
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Lake Quinault





Day 5


Head south for an hour to Ocean Shores, then rent mopeds from Affordable Mopeds and cruise back north on the beach to visit the small coastal towns nearby. Some of the moped-rental shops also rent bikes, which can be pedaled along the usually quiet streets from the center of Ocean Shores to the North Jetty and everywhere between. Check out the equine options at Chenois Creek Horse Rentals, and go for a horseback ride on the beach.


Next, sate your inner birder with a visit to the Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge in Bowerman Basin in the town of Hoquiam. Bring your binoculars to catch a glimpse of some of the 200 species of birds that have been spotted here. Head into Aberdeen and play a set of tennis at 14-acre Sam Benn Memorial Park, then go south to Westport to surf at Westhaven State Park’s Half Moon Bay.


End your night at a bed-and-breakfast in any of the beach towns you’ve visited.




Traveling with Dogs


Although you may want to consider leaving Fido at home on a trip to the Olympic Peninsula—many of the popular trails as well as accommodations don’t allow pets—you do have options if you bring your pet along. While pets are only allowed on a handful of trails in Olympic National Park, many county parks in the region and most of Washington’s state parks, as well as the Olympic National Forest, allow leashed dogs on trails. Many campgrounds also allow leashed pets, but make sure to check ahead; some have restrictions and may charge extra fees. Here are some dog-friendly recommendations.


HIKES


The Kitsap Peninsula and Hood Canal


• Lena Lake: Take your dog into the Olympic National Forest and camp with it, too, on this popular trail near the Hamma Hamma River.


• Ranger Hole Trail: This 2.1-mile (3.4-km) round-trip hike should keep your pet feeling fresh to the end—a fishing hole along the Duckabush River.


Port Angeles and the Northern Peninsula


• Fort Townsend State Park: You’ll find miles of wooded hiking trails and waterfront terrain where on-leash dogs are allowed.


• Spruce Railroad Trail: This four-mile-long (6.4-km) rail trail skirting Lake Crescent for much of its length is among the few trails where you can bring your pet in Olympic National Park.


Hoh Rain Forest and the Coast


• Rialto Beach: Pets are allowed from the Rialto Beach parking lot to Ellen Creek, and trying to snap a photo here during the busy season without capturing at least one happy canine in your frame is nigh on impossible.
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man on Rialto Beach with his dog





ACCOMMODATIONS


The Kitsap Peninsula and Hood Canal


• No Cabbages Bed & Breakfast & Labyrinth: In Gig Harbor, this rustic accommodation is a place where “good dogs and good kids” are allowed to stay.


Port Angeles and the Northern Peninsula


• Resort at Port Ludlow: A beautiful resort that also allows pets? That is indeed the case here, and some of its restaurant’s dining tables are also pet-friendly.


• Dungeness Recreation Area: Located on a bluff overlooking the Strait of Juan de Fuca, this park allows you to camp with your pet.


• Fairholme Campground: There’s plenty of room for your dog to run around at this Olympic National Park campground next to Lake Crescent.


Hoh Rain Forest and the Coast


• Kalaloch Lodge: Although pets can’t stay in the main lodge, Kalaloch Lodge’s cabins have long been known as some of the Olympic Peninsula’s most dog-friendly options.


RESTAURANTS


Port Angeles and the Northern Peninsula


• Smuggler’s Landing: In Port Angeles, this casual eatery lets dogs feast and relax in its outdoor dining area.
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Olympic foothills







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S USS Turner Joy: The U.S. Navy destroyer that once played a vital role in the 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident has been converted to a floating museum, complete with tours and even overnight stays (click here).


S Harbor History Museum: Housed in a 7,000-square-foot (650-sq-m) waterfront building on the edge of town, the gem of Gig Harbor preserves the region’s history (click here).
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S Bloedel Reserve: Lose yourself in nature wandering through the 23 distinct landscapes offered in this serene 150-acre (60.7-ha) public garden (click here).


S Point No Point Lighthouse: Built in 1879, the oldest lighthouse on Puget Sound is still operational and available for tours (click here).


S Lake Cushman: This 10-mile-long (16-km) rocky reservoir offers an abundance of recreational opportunities during the summer, and is comfortably shared by paddleboarders, kayakers, swimmers, boaters, and picnickers (click here).


S Staircase Rapids Loop: This spectacular trail crosses the Skykomish River via a wooden suspension bridge (click here).


S Dosewallips State Park: A trail-filled paradise in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains, this park is bordered by the Dosewallips River on one side and Hood Canal on the other (click here).
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the Wilkinson Farm barn
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Point No Point Lighthouse.








The eastern side of the Olympic Peninsula is an interesting dichotomy. To the east are action-seeking city dwellers. To the west live those who prefer solitude. Here is where the two factions meet, finding common ground in the natural beauty and wonder that surrounds them.


The large population base of Seattle-Tacoma and a ferry system that shuttles people and their cars here from the Puget Sound area—plus those traveling through the northern Olympic Peninsula from British Columbia, Canada—animate this part of the peninsula. Bainbridge Island and Bremerton are among the busiest destinations, with pretty parks and restaurants set up around their ferry terminals to greet travelers. Gig Harbor is another happening spot, connected by a major state highway to Tacoma, the big city located across a strait of Puget Sound and connected via a pair of twin suspension bridges. Still, the area is vast, and there are ample opportunities to get away from crowds and city life. Fantastic spots such as Lake Cushman and Dosewallips State Park provide places to get lost, literally and figuratively, in nature. Jump into any of the surrounding wilderness areas such as Brothers, Buckhorn, or Mount Skokomish and getting lost becomes even easier. Or head into Olympic National Park to visit the alpine meadows and lakes around the park’s 6,000- and 7,000-foot (1,830- and 2,134-m) peaks: From these vantage points, you often can see those metropolitan areas in the distance, yet city sights, sounds, and smells seem a world away.
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PLANNING YOUR TIME



While the big-name attractions of Olympic National Park are located in the northern and western sections, there’s plenty to be found here.


As with all areas on the Olympic Peninsula, the best time to visit and find the many seasonal sights and businesses open is between Memorial Day and Labor Day. The weather is best then, too, and many of the recreational opportunities require good weather to be undertaken safely and without too much mud being involved. However, some of the best sights in the area do stay open year-round, such as the museums, and some small-town shops and restaurants. Public transportation is available in many of the cities and towns, but car travel remains the best way to explore the area. It allows you the flexibility to hop from sight to sight without having to skip the ones on your “maybe” list because you ran out of time.


Many of the easy-to-access Olympic Peninsula attractions are located in the other sections, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t plenty to be found here. There is, for example, the often-overlooked Staircase, the closest major access point in Olympic National Park to Seattle and Tacoma. And if you enjoy backcountry recreation, then this likely will be the best part of the park for you. Hardcore campers easily could spend a week here in the wilderness areas of Mount Skokomish, The Brothers, Colonel Bob, and Buckhorn. Those who just want to explore a couple just-off-the-road campgrounds such as Hamma Hamma or the above-mentioned Staircase, could cover the area in a day or two.


Passes


Visits to Washington’s many state parks require a Discover Pass (www.parks.wa.gov; $10 per visit or $30 per year). Olympic National Park passes (www.recreation.gov; $30 per car, $15 per pedestrian or bicyclist) are required for visiting the national park and are good for seven days.


ORIENTATION


The eastern portion of the Olympic Peninsula is dissected by water in many spots, most notably Hood Canal, a 65-mile-long and 1.5-mile-wide (105-km-long and 2.4-km-wide) saltwater fjord separating the Olympic Peninsula from the Kitsap Peninsula. U.S. 101 runs north-south along the canal’s entire western side, while a series of highways and rural roads intermingle on its eastern side. To its east, the Kitsap Peninsula is bordered by Puget Sound, and several inlets slice into its body, creating bays and harbors—natural, calm-water paradises for boaters, kayakers, anglers, and wildlife.
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Hood Canal





Whereas the rest of the Olympic Peninsula is easy to navigate due to its simple network of highways (there’s only one major highway you’ll need to use), the eastern section of the peninsula is a bit more complicated, thanks to the prominence of the state’s ferry system and the many major highways that crisscross the Kitsap Peninsula. U.S. 101 still is here, running north-south on the western side of Hood Canal from north of Quilcene through Shelton and beyond. But now, on the Kitsap Peninsula, you have to add in Highway 3 (essentially running north-south from Port Gamble to Shelton), Highway 16 (north-south from Gorst to Gig Harbor), and several other smaller highways and roads.


The most car-friendly access road into the park’s east side is located near Hoodsport, the entrance at Staircase, where there’s also a well-equipped ranger station surrounded by trailheads. The majority of the roads leaving Highway 101 and heading west toward the park don’t actually enter the park. Rather, they end their paved or gravel-covered paths at parking spots short of the park near trailheads that take you into the park proper.


HISTORY


No matter where one travels, place names help tell the history of an area. Here, as in the rest of the Olympic Peninsula, they are mostly Native American names—, Dosewallips, Hamma Hamma, Kitsap—with some European and early American names (Hood, Bremerton, Bainbridge, Shelton) sprinkled in. The Indigenous people’s story dates back thousands of years, and today each of the names tells a portion of it. Tribes that have lived here for centuries include the Squaxin and Skokomish, and their tribal and local museums reveal much about how they lived off the generous land, battled with diseases and colonizers, and were pushed by treaties to reservations where their history was passed down orally from generation to generation. Meanwhile, the colonizers’ history in the area is written and more easily defined. For example, we know that Hood Canal was named by George Vancouver, a captain in the British Royal Navy, who named it Hood Channel (later mistakenly changed to “Canal”) after British Navy Admiral Samuel Hood “discovered” it in 1792.


Soon after, fur traders came to the area, and people got rich by harvesting trees. After railroads began arriving in Washington in the middle of the 19th century, loggers could transport their goods to other states more easily. Like almost all areas on the Olympic Peninsula, the eastern section has seen many periods of boom and many periods of bust, mostly based on the availability of natural resources. In recent years, the livelihood of the entire Olympic Peninsula has shifted from solely depending on those natural resources to relying on economies built on diverse industries, including tourism. However, the ways of the past don’t disappear entirely. They’re still here, perhaps just a little more hidden than they used to be.



Kitsap Peninsula



Even among longtime locals, Kitsap Peninsula sometimes suffers from an identity crisis: Is it part of the Olympic Peninsula, or isn’t it? Were it not for the glacier-carved fjord of Hood Canal separating much of the Kitsap Peninsula from the eastern portion of the Olympic Peninsula, there would be little question. Today, the two sections of the peninsula are connected by the Hood Canal Bridge in the north and a small section of land in the south near Belfair where Highway 3 and Highway 106 meet. The area also is accessible by ferry directly from Seattle and by bridge from Tacoma.


The Kitsap Peninsula’s personality also is a bit split. Much of the same natural beauty that can be found on the rest of the Olympic Peninsula is here. There are plenty of waterways, trails, and open areas to explore. But there are strip malls, high-class boutiques, fancy hotels, historical sights, and areas of congested traffic, too, things you won’t find as much of in the western and northern portions of the Peninsula. While it’s often disingenuous to say an area “has it all,” at least as far as the Olympic Peninsula is concerned, Kitsap pretty much does.


TRANSPORTATION


Getting There


Driving from Sea-Tac Airport to the Kitsap Peninsula will take you a little more than an hour if you head south on I-5 and cut over through Tacoma and Gig Harbor. To get there from Seattle itself, simply follow the same directions and add half an hour to your driving time, more during rush hours. You also could load your car onto a Washington State Ferry (206/464-6400 or 888/808-7977; www.wsdot.wa.gov) from Seattle to either Bremerton or Bainbridge Island, and then drive north and west off the island to connect with Highway 101.


Getting Around


Most of what you need to know about getting around this part of the peninsula by car involves locating Highway 101 and orienting yourself by it. To the west of the highway lies the park proper, and to the east lies Hood Canal, Kitsap Peninsula, and Bainbridge Island. On Kitsap and Bainbridge, maps on your phone and GPS devices are almost always accurate, but near Highway 101, it’s hit and miss, so it’s best to chart your path ahead of time, especially if you’re heading off into the park itself. Kitsap Transit (360/377-2877 or 800/501-7433; www.kitsaptransit.com) travels through all of Kitsap County, including Poulsbo and Bainbridge Island, several times a day.


BREMERTON


The Port Washington Narrows splits Bremerton in two parts, east and west, and the sections are connected by two bridges, the Manette and the Warren Avenue. The waterfront areas of both sections are the only parts of town that could be considered touristy, as most of Bremerton is filled with working-class neighborhoods and scattered businesses, many of which have seen better days. However, the west side’s Harborside District, which encompasses a happening ferry terminal that is just a 55-minute boat ride away from Seattle, and other waterfront areas, has a lot to offer visitors, including boardwalks, restaurants, shops, and museums. Also on the west side, downtown Bremerton’s Arts District (in the 4th St. and Pacific Ave. area) offers museums and arts galleries for culture seekers.
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Sights


Puget Sound Navy Museum


For a town its size, Bremerton has a large number of museums. The Puget Sound Navy Museum (251 1st St.; 360/479-7447; www.pugetsoundnavymuseum.org; 10am-4pm Mon. and Wed.-Sun.; free but donations accepted), formerly known as the Bremerton Naval Museum, is the best of the bunch. It is one of just 10 museums still funded by the U.S. Navy, and it’s easy to see why this one remains open. There are more than 18,000 items in the museum’s collection, including permanent exhibits on submarines and on life onboard a naval aircraft carrier. This isn’t a stuffy museum for old folks; there’s something here for every age, and even for landlubbers, to see. Check out the Japanese sword collection.



S USS Turner Joy



Decommissioned in 1982, the USS Turner Joy (300 Washington Beach Ave.; 360/792-2457; www.ussturnerjoy.org; 10am-5pm daily Mar.-Oct., 10am-4pm Wed.-Sun. Nov.-Feb.; $18 adults, $15 seniors and retired military, $13 ages 13-17, $11 ages 5-12, under 5 free) launched in 1958 as a destroyer and took part in several tours in the Pacific. The ship is most famous for the role it played in the Gulf of Tonkin incident in August 1964, escalating the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam War. Since 1981, the ship has been on display here as a floating museum open for tours year-round. The ship is massive: staff suggests budgeting at least an hour to see the ship, and advises wearing good shoes for climbing—there’s one ladder climb required. That said, the ship’s main deck is wheelchair-accessible, and there are wheelchairs available. The ship also serves as a “haunted” Halloween vessel during the last week of October, complete with staff members jumping out of nooks and crannies to give attendees a fright. There are even overnight programs where groups of family or friends can spend the evening aboard the 418-foot (127-m) ship for a price of $17 a person.


Kitsap History Museum


The Kitsap History Museum (280 4th St.; 360/479-6226; www.kitsapmuseum.org; 10am-4pm Thurs.-Fri., noon-4pm Sat.; free) includes some water-related history, but the majority of the exhibits focus on land-based trades and history of the Native Americans, farmers, and loggers who helped shape the area. Recently, an extended exhibit on the history of Black Americana proved popular, as have virtual exhibits that include a walking tour of Bremerton and one of the now-defunct town of Charleston.


Bug & Reptile Museum


This one’s for the kids, but non-squeamish adults also will enjoy the Bug & Reptile Museum (1118 Charleston Beach Rd. W.; www.bugmuseum.com; 10am-5pm daily; free), located across from the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. This attraction features several species of bugs and reptiles, living and dead, and there’s also an eight-foot-long (2-m) ant farm on display. The unique museum also hosts birthday parties and tours. Ever heard of a blue-tongued skink? You’ll find one here.
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1: the USS Turner Joy 2: Puget Sound Navy Museum 3: Bremerton boardwalk 4: the Bug & Reptile Museum





Bremerton Haborside


As home to the Seattle-Bremerton ferry terminal, Bremerton Harborside located adjacent to the Bremerton Marina is one of the most happening spots in the city. Not only are there plenty of chain and local businesses here, as well as the Kitsap Conference Center, but there also is a public park with five pretty copper fountains, neat landscaping, and a boardwalk with access to art galleries and museums.


Illahee State Park


Illahee State Park (3540 NE. Sylvan Way; 360/478-6460; www.parks.wa.gov) is three miles (5 km) north of East Bremerton and home to 75 acres (30 ha) where you can crab, picnic, fish, hike, scuba dive, and camp at one of several sites ($25 tents, $40 RVs) complete with showers. A bluff separates the park into two sections: the beach and a wooded area. There are two former naval guns located near the beach, along Port Orchard Bay.


Elandan Gardens


Elandan Gardens (3050 W. Hwy. 16; 360/373-8260; www.elandangardens.com; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun. Apr.-Oct., 10am-4pm Fri.-Sun. Nov.-Mar.; $10 adults, $1 ages 6-12, 5 and under free) is a place you want to visit if you’re looking for Instagram-worthy pictures or a place to reflect. The bonsai garden here is gorgeous, and the landscaping and locally made sculptures are worth seeing, too. Some of the trees here are more than 1,000 years old, rivaling the longevity of the oldest trees in the Hoh Rain Forest on the other side of the Olympic Peninsula.


Recreation


Hiking


The second-highest peak on the Kitsap Peninsula can be found seven miles (11 km) northwest of Bremerton off Gold Creek Road at Green Mountain. The peak is only 1,600 feet (488 m), but because it’s on a peninsula the views here on clear days are excellent and wide. You can see nearby sights such as Lake Tahuya, as well as the distant Seattle skyline, Hood Canal, and Puget Sound. There are several well-maintained trails here, including Gold Creek Trail (5 mi/8 km), Wildcat Trail (9 mi/14.5 km), and Beaver Pond Trail (2 mi/3.2 km). Be forewarned that they often get muddy and wet, and they are open to motorcyclists, so it’s best to stay alert.



Golf



Golf lovers will absolutely fall for Gold Mountain Golf Club (7263 W. Belfair Valley Rd.; 360/415-5432; www.goldmountaingolf.com; dawn to dusk daily; greens fees vary from $55-70), which is considered by many to be the best on the Kitsap Peninsula. There actually are two courses here: the flatter Cascade course and the hillier Olympic course. Though both are good, the Olympic course is best. It has hosted many professional events and is consistently ranked as one of the best courses in the Pacific Northwest. Rolling Hills Golf Course (2485 NE. McWilliams Rd.; 360/479-1212; www.rollinghills-golfcourse.com; $37.50-39 greens fees) is another local golfing option; it has two putting greens and a driving range, and is a par-70 course.


Entertainment and Events


Festivals and Events


Year-round, Bremerton has a First Friday Art Walk (www.bremertonfirstfriday.org) in the downtown, Callow, and Manette parts of town. The walk runs 5pm-8pm on the first Friday of the month and features music and food.


For more than 75 years, the Armed Forces Festival and Parade has been held during the third week of May. Festival organizers say it’s now the largest parade of its type in the nation. So big, in fact, that slots in the parade need to be applied for because there are not enough spots for everyone who wants to participate. A golf tournament, motorcycle rally, fun run, and cooking competition are held in conjunction with the event.


The Kitsap County Fair and Stampede (1300 Fairgrounds Rd. NW.; 360/286-2319; www.kitsapfair.org) is an annual stop on the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association’s ProRodeo tour, which means there are plenty of bulls, horses, and clowns here during the latter part of August. Of course, there are also rides, entertainment, food, and more at this 100-plus-year-old community get-together.


Labor Day Weekend’s Blackberry Festival (100 Washington Beach Blvd.; 360/377-3041; www.blackberryfestival.org; free) may be set in a relatively small town, but that doesn’t mean it is a small-town festival. Held on the city’s popular boardwalk, the festival draws tens of thousands of people each year in celebration of the blackberry. The fruit is everywhere here. Expect jams, pies, beer, wine, and cider, the Berry Fun Run, and much more. Vendors sell non-blackberry-related items, too, and music and other forms of entertainment are staged throughout the three-day festival. And it’s all free.


In the summer months, Bremerton’s waterfront is a happening place, particularly so on Saturday nights in July and August, when the free Rock the Dock (www.downtownbremerton.org) concert series takes place. Past musicians have included regional favorites Jessica Lynne, The Dusty 45s, and The Kim Archer Band.


Theaters


Like most community playhouses, the Bremerton Community Theatre (599 Lebo Blvd.; 360/373-5152; www.bctshows.com) acts as a showcase for the best local actors, and stages other touring events through the year. The Bremerton WestSound Symphony (645 4th St., Ste. 206; 360/373-1722; www.bremertonwestsoundsymphony.org) also stages events year-round from the Bremerton Symphony Orchestra, Bremerton Symphony Concert Chorale, Bremerton Symphony League, and the Bremerton Symphony Youth Orchestra.


What is believed to be the oldest outdoor theater in the area, the Kitsap Forest Theater (3000 Seabeck Hwy.; 206/542-7815; www.foresttheater.com) is located seven miles (11 km) west of Bremerton. The Mountaineers Players host regular shows here, many of which work well set on a tree-lined stage.


Shopping


Bremerton is a known for a lot of things, but high-end shopping isn’t necessarily one of them. There aren’t a ton of can’t-miss stores here, but there are some nice places if you know where to look. One of them is F.R.O.G. Soap (707 Pacific Ave.; 360/627-8063; www.frogsoap.com; 10am-5:30pm Mon.-Sat.). Specializing in handmade, earth-friendly products for the body and home, the Bremerton-based business was recognized in 2017 with the Recycler of the Year Award from the Washington State Recycling Association.


Formerly known as Liberty Bay Books, Ballast Book Co. (409 Pacific Ave.; 360/626-3430; www.ballastbookco.com; 10am-6pm Sun.-Thurs., 10am-7pm Sat.-Sun.) is a permanent part of downtown Bremerton, filling a void in the market and bucking the disappearing-bookstore trend with some of the best staff-picked books around.


Food


The best bang for your breakfast or lunch buck in Bremerton can be found at S Hi-Lo’s 15th Street Café (2720 15th St.; 360/373-7833; 8am-1pm Sat.-Sun.; $6-12). The reputation it’s built over the years for the most important meal of the day is particularly strong. The place is quirky, and the breakfasts big and hearty. Try The Standard, a classic breakfast of eggs, toast, and yummy house potatoes.


S Suzy’s Kitchen (2665 6th St.; 360/373-3368; www.suzyskitchen.net; 11am-8pm Mon.-Sat.; $10-20) features an American and a Korean menu, the latter of which offers affordable vegetable and seafood pancakes and sauces to die for. The restaurant itself—with its mix of booths and tables with mismatched chairs—isn’t exactly beautiful, but the food that comes from the kitchen to your flower-patterned tablecloth will be. And so will the review of the restaurant you give to your friends, especially if you try the bulgogi.


When you dine at S Hit Da Spot (308 N. Callow Ave.; 360/728-2960; www.hitdaspotislandstylefood.com; 11am-10pm Wed.-Fri., 11am-7pm. Sat., closed Sun.-Mon.; $12-18), you will say it does exactly what the name says it will, satiating even the hungriest diners with its Hawaiian-style food. You’ll find poke bowls, katsu, shoyu chicken, and a kalua pig dish with all the sides you can handle.


Axe and Arrow Gastropub (232 4th St.; 360/813-1514; www.axeandarrow.com; 5pm-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 5pm-10pm Fri.-Sat.; $10-28) offers Pacific Northwest-inspired pub fare, brews, wine, and spirits in a family-friendly setting. With an emphasis on locally sourced ingredients, the menu reflects a fresh and regional take on classic pub favorites. Try the popular elk burger with duck bacon or panko-crusted Pacific lobster and crab cakes.


Anthony’s at Sinclair Inlet (20 Washington Ave.; 360/377-5004; www.anthonys.com [URL inactive]; 11:30am-8pm Sun.-Thurs., 11:30am-9pm Fri.-Sat.; $13-36) may be a chain (albeit a small regional one), but that doesn’t mean it’s not worth a visit. Located next to the Kitsap Conference Center, the restaurant has excellent views and an even more excellent alder-planked salmon dinner.


The limited menu at Hound and Bottle (2109 E. 11th St.; 360/377-4223; www.houndandbottle.com; 4pm-9pm Wed.-Sat.; $18-35) is designed to amplify the quality of what you’ll receive here—all nicely presented. Try the Hound + Bottle burgers (one for vegetarians and one for meat-eaters), but it’s the craft cocktails and service that really take the cake.


Noah’s Ark (1516 6th St.; 360/377-8100; www.noahsark-restaurant.com; 11am-7pm Tues.-Sat.; $9-12) is kind of a greasy spoon and not very fancy, but it has been in the community since 1974 for a reason: It’s good, and most burgers cost only about $9.


If you’ve never been to a place that specializes in French fries and beer, well, you should go. That’s exactly what Fritz Fry Co. (435 Pacific Ave.; 360/479-1088; www.fritzfryco.com; 11am-7pm Mon.-Fri., noon-7pm Sat.-Sun.; $3-12) has to offer, along with deep-fried baskets of deep-fried chicken, sausages, and more. The Belgian-style fries are the real treat, served in a paper cone with your choice of more than a dozen dipping sauces, including curry ketchup and Thai peanut.
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