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      Context

      
      Robert Louis (originally Lewis)
            Stevenson was born in November 1850 in
         Edinburgh, Scotland. His father was an engineer, and his mother
         was from a family of lawyers and ministers. Like many other parents
         of their time, the Stevensons imparted to their son the Victorian
         values of piety, industry, and practical success. Robert was somewhat
         fearful of his strict, no-nonsense father, a fact that would later
         be evident in the numerous antagonistic or spiritless father-son relationships
         depicted in his novels. Robert was a solid student, obeying his
         father’s wishes by enrolling in Edinburgh University’s engineering
         department with the eventual aim of joining his father’s firm, which
         specialized in the construction of deep-sea lighthouses. Stevenson
         soon rebelled against this plan and reached a compromise with his
         father by pursuing legal studies. He frequently passed his summer
         vacations in France with his friends, who were mainly bohemians
         and artists. At the age of twenty-five, Stevenson passed the bar,
         but he knew he was not a lawyer at heart and never practiced. Around
         that time, he published his first essay, a travel piece, and his
         literary career began.
      

      
      	Stevenson’s dissatisfaction with his father’s practical
         career advice was characteristic of his broader disillusionment
         with the ideals of Victorian society. To Stevenson, it seemed that
         the entire nation considered working hard its highest duty. However,
         the young Stevenson frequently dreamed of escape from
         engineering, from Scotland, and from Victorian responsibility in
         general. Not surprisingly, many of his works demonstrate a sharp
         tension between upstanding duty and reckless abandon. Perhaps the most
         notable instance of this tension is Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886),
         in which these two opposing impulses are at war within one man,
         eventually tearing him apart. A later, less famous work, The
            Master of Ballantrae (1889), showcases
         two Scottish brothers who represent duty and recklessness, and good
         and evil. Treasure Island also features a conflict
         between respectful gentlemen and carefree pirates. Perhaps because
         of Stevenson’s commitment to both duty and art, his works never
         clearly separate the opposing moral forces. The good and the bad
         are always inextricably bound to each other. As we see in Treasure
            Island, the dastardly pirate Long John Silver remarks how
         similar he is to the novel’s upstanding young hero, Jim Hawkins.
      

      
      	The idea of escape was equally important in Stevenson’s
         life and work. In 1876, on one of his visits
         to France, Stevenson met an American woman named Fanny Van de Grift
         Osbourne. At thirty-six, she was more than ten years older than
         he, and, furthermore, she had also been previously married and had
         two small children. In a most un-Victorian fashion, Stevenson fell
         deeply in love with Osbourne. Two years later, he followed her as
         she returned to California to finalize her divorce, a journey he
         described in The Amateur Emigrant (1879).
         Stevenson and Osbourne married in California and spent their honeymoon
         at an abandoned silver mine.
      

      
      Stevenson got along well with Osbourne’s children. It
         was while drawing a map with her son Lloyd that Stevenson came up
         with the idea of writing Treasure Island. The novel’s
         focus on voyaging became even more important in Stevenson’s life
         when his doctors advised him to seek a better climate for his health.
         In 1888, Stevenson and his family set sail
         for the South Seas, arriving in Samoa and taking up residence there
         in 1889. When he died in 1894,
         Stevenson was buried on top of Mount Vaea, an unconventional burial
         site that symbolizes the spirit of moral nonconformity and independent thought
         that he strove to convey in his works.
      

   
      Plot Overview

      
      Jim Hawkins is a young boy
         who lives at his parents’ inn, the Admiral Benbow, near Bristol,
         England, in the eighteenth century. An old sea captain named Billy
         Bones dies in the inn after being presented with a black spot, or
         official pirate verdict of guilt or judgment. Jim is stirred to
         action by the spot and its mysterious, accurate portent of Billy’s
         death. Hastily, Jim and his mother unlock Billy’s sea chest, finding
         a logbook and map inside. Hearing steps outside, they leave with
         the documents before Billy’s pursuers ransack the inn.
      

      
      Jim realizes that the contents he has snatched from the
         sea chest must be valuable, so he takes one of the documents he
         has found to some local acquaintances, Dr. Livesey and Squire Trelawney. Excited,
         they recognize it as a map for a huge treasure that the infamous
         pirate Captain Flint has buried on a distant island. Trelawney immediately
         starts planning an expedition. Naïve in his negotiations to
         outfit his ship, the Hispaniola, Trelawney is tricked into hiring
         one of Flint’s former mates, Long John Silver, and many of Flint’s
         crew. Only the captain, Smollett, is trustworthy. The ship sets
         sail for Treasure Island with nothing amiss, until Jim overhears
         Silver’s plans for mutiny. Jim tells the captain about Silver and
         the rest of the rebellious crew.
      

      
      	Landing at the island, Captain Smollett devises a plan
         to get most of the mutineers off the ship, allowing them leisure
         time on shore. On a whim, Jim sneaks into the pirates’ boat and
         goes ashore with them. Frightened of the pirates, Jim runs off alone.
         From a hiding place, he witnesses Silver’s murder of a sailor who
         refuses to join the mutiny. Jim flees deeper into the heart of the
         island, where he encounters a half-crazed man named Ben Gunn. Ben
         had once served in Flint’s crew but was marooned on the island years
         earlier.
      

      
      Meanwhile, Smollett and his men have gone ashore and taken shelter
         in a stockade the pirates have built. Jim returns to the stockade,
         bringing Ben with him. Silver visits and attempts a negotiation with
         the captain, but the captain is wary and refuses to speak to him. The
         pirates attack the stockade the next day, and the captain is wounded.
         Eager to take action, Jim follows another whim and deserts his mates,
         sneaking off to hunt for Ben’s handmade boat hidden in the woods.
      

      
      	After finding Ben’s boat, Jim sails out to the anchored
         ship with the intention of cutting it adrift, thereby depriving
         the pirates of a means of escape. He cuts the rope, but he realizes
         his small boat has drifted near the pirates’ camp and fears he will
         be discovered. By chance, the pirates do not spot Jim, and he floats
         around the island until he catches sight of the ship drifting wildly.
         Struggling aboard, he discovers that one of the watchmen, Israel
         Hands, has killed the other watchman in a drunken fit. Jim takes
         control of the ship, but Israel turns against him. Jim is wounded
         but kills Israel.
      

      
      Jim returns to the stockade but finds it occupied by the
         pirates. Silver takes Jim hostage, telling the boy that the captain
         has given the pirates the treasure map, provisions, and the use
         of the stockade in exchange for their lives. Jim realizes, however,
         that Silver is having trouble managing his men, who accuse him of
         treachery. Silver proposes to Jim that they help each other survive
         by pretending Jim is a hostage. However, the men present Silver
         with a black spot and inform him that he has been deposed as their
         commander.
      

      
      	In a desperate attempt to gain control of his crew, Silver
         shows them the treasure map to appease them. Silver leads Jim and
         the men to the treasure site, but they are shocked to find it already
         excavated and the treasure removed. The men are angered and near
         mutiny again. At that moment Dr. Livesey, Ben Gunn, and the others
         fire on the pirate band, which scatters throughout the island. Jim
         and Silver flee, and are guided by the others to Ben’s cave, where
         Ben has hidden the treasure, which he had discovered months before.
      

      
      After spending three days carrying the loot to the ship,
         the men prepare to set sail for home. There is a debate about the
         fate of the remaining mutineers. Despite the pirates’ submissive
         pleas, they are left marooned on the island. Silver is allowed to
         join the voyage, but he sneaks off the ship one night with a portion
         of the treasure and is never heard from again. The voyage home comes
         to a close. Eventually, Captain Smollet retires from the sea, and
         Ben becomes a lodge-keeper. Jim swears off treasure-hunting forever
         and suffers from nightmares about the sea and gold coins.
      

   
      Character List

      
      
         Jim Hawkins -  The
            first-person narrator of almost the entire novel. Jim is the son
            of an innkeeper near Bristol, England, and is probably in his early
            teens. He is eager and enthusiastic to go to sea and hunt for treasure.
            He is a modest narrator, never boasting of the remarkable courage
            and heroism he consistently displays. Jim is often impulsive and
            impetuous, but he exhibits increasing sensitivity and wisdom.
         

      

      
      
         Billy Bones  - The
            old seaman who resides at Jim’s parents’ inn. Billy, who used to
            be a member of Silver’s crew, is surly and rude. He hires Jim to
            be on the lookout for a one-legged man, thus involving the young
            Jim in the pirate life. Billy’s sea chest and treasure map set the
            whole adventure in motion. His gruff refusal to pay his hotel bills
            symbolizes the pirates’ general opposition to law, order, and civilization.
            His illness and his fondness for rum symbolize the weak and self-destructive
            aspects of the pirate lifestyle.
         

      

      
      
         Black Dog  -  A
            pirate and enemy of Billy. Black Dog pays an unexpected visit to
            Billy and threatens him. Billy attacks Black Dog, who flees but
            remains a herald of coming violence in the novel. Black Dog’s name symbolizes
            both the dark and the bestial sides of piracy.
         

      

      
      
         Squire Trelawney  - A local Bristol nobleman. Trelawney arranges the
            voyage to the island to find the treasure. He is associated with
            civic authority and social power, as well as with the comforts of
            civilized country life (his name suggests both “trees” and “lawn”).
            Trelawney’s street smarts, however, are limited, as the ease with which
            the pirates trick him into hiring them as his crew demonstrates.
         

      

      
      
         Dr. Livesey -  The
            local doctor. Dr. Livesey is wise and practical, and Jim respects
            but is not inspired by him. Livesey exhibits common sense and rational
            thought while on the island, and his idea to send Ben to spook the
            pirates reveals a deep understanding of human nature. He is fair-minded,
            magnanimously agreeing to treat the pirates with just as much care
            as his own wounded men. As his name suggests, Livesey represents
            the steady, modest virtues of everyday life rather than fantasy,
            dream, or adventure.
         

      

      
      
         Captain Smollett  - The captain of the voyage to Treasure Island. Captain
            Smollett is savvy and is rightly suspicious of the crew Trelawney
            has hired. Smollett is a real professional, taking his job seriously
            and displaying significant skill as a negotiator. Like Livesey,
            Smollett is too competent and reliable to be an inspirational figure for
            Jim’s teenage mind. Smollett believes in rules and does not like
            Jim’s disobedience; he even tells Jim that he never wishes to sail
            with him again.
         

      

      
      
         Long John Silver -  The cook on the voyage to Treasure Island. Silver
            is the secret ringleader of the pirate band. His physical and emotional
            strength is impressive. Silver is deceitful and disloyal, greedy
            and visceral, and does not care about human relations. Yet he is
            always kind toward Jim and genuinely fond of the boy. Silver is
            a powerful mixture of charisma and self-destructiveness, individualism
            and recklessness.
         

      

      
      
         Ben Gunn	  - A
            former pirate marooned on Treasure Island. Flint’s pirate crew left
            Ben Gunn on the island for three years. Ben’s solitude has left
            him somewhat deranged, and he has the appearance of a wild man.
            He represents a degradation of the human spirit, yet his experience
            has left him morally superior to the pirates. He is the only character
            to be reformed, as he shifts sides from the pirates to the good
            men, willingly helping Jim and Livesey. Ben’s uncanny imitations
            of the dead pirate Flint’s voice suggest that he is a kind of a
            ghost of a pirate.
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