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Introduction


Throughout this revision guide there are a number of features which will help you revise and also help you to answer the questions in the exam. Each feature is indicated by a logo.




[image: ]


Key concepts


In each unit you will study there will be at least eight key concepts which you must know. The first question of each unit will ask you for a definition of a key concept. Correct definitions gain 2 marks. It is also important to use the key concepts in b-, c- and d-type questions as credit is given for the use of religious and specialist language.
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Explanation of key concept


As it says in the title, the concept is key (central) to an understanding of the religion or issue. It is important that, in addition to being able to state the meaning of the concept, you show an understanding of why and how that concept is central to the religion or issue. This information is particularly important for b-, c- and d-type questions.
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In each unit an acrostic is used to show why there are differences of views and practices amongst believers of the same religion. Diversity comes from an assessment of the situation (S), teachings from that tradition (T), other sources of authority such as the Pope, rabbis (A), how those teachings are interpreted (I), e.g. non-literally or literally, and the role of conscience and reason (R). It is important in your answer to be able to explain why people of the same religion hold different views and beliefs.
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Activity


Activities are provided throughout the book in blue boxes like this one.
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You will have very little time in your exam to answer some of the questions. It is important that you are able to quickly recall important facts. Whenever you see the five finger logo it means these are the five basic and central facts of that issue.


It is important before you begin revising the content that you know and understand how marks are awarded. As you will see from the marking grids on pages 90–93, marks are given for more than just knowing facts. In some questions you need to be able to explain, make links, justify, give different views. In all questions you need to use religious and specialist language. The exam tips and exam practice activities will help you develop these important skills.
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Exam tips


Throughout each unit exam tips are included which help you understand how marks are awarded (and lost). Doing well in the exam isn’t just about all you know, it also depends on how you answer the questions.
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This indicates an important point to remember.





Christianity


The big picture


Below is a summary of the key questions for this study of Christianity:





•  What is the nature of God?



•  What are the different interpretations of Creation?



•  What is the nature of humanity?



•  What is the Trinity?



•  What are the beliefs about the Incarnation of Jesus?



•  Why are the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus important?



•  How important is salvation and atonement to Christians?



•  How are ethical decisions made, and what is the role of the divine command?



•  What were Jesus’ teachings about morality?



•  What is meant by love, agapé, forgiveness and treasures on earth or in heaven?



•  Why is there diversity within Christianity?



•  What is the role of the Christian church or chapel in the local community?



•  What are the different forms of prayer, and why is prayer important?



•  What groups are there working for social justice, reconciliation and inter-faith Christian dialogue?



•  Why is there persecution of Christians in the modern world?
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Exam tip


The first question (for 2 marks) in each theme asks for a definition of a concept. You will also be expected to use the concepts in answers to other questions, to show that you know and understand them. The concepts unlock the content of the themes within the study of Christianity, helping to explain religious teachings and practices, and also the varying views and opinions that believers within Christianity may have.
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Key concepts


Omnipotence means the all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.


Omnibenevolence is the state of being all-loving and infinitely good–a characteristic often attributed to God.


Omniscience is the all-knowing nature of God.


The Trinity is the three persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send the Holy Spirit after his crucifixion and resurrection. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present as the power of God at work in the world.


Incarnation (meaning ‘made flesh’) is the Christian belief that God became man in the person of Jesus, fully human and fully divine.


Messiah (meaning ‘the anointed one’) is the one believed to be sent by God to be humanity’s saviour. Christians believe this person to be Jesus.


Resurrection is the belief that Jesus rose from the dead on the third day from when he was crucified, thereby conquering death. It is commemorated annually on Easter Sunday.


Atonement is the belief that Jesus’ death and resurrection healed the rift between humans and God, thereby opening the way for God and people to be ‘at one’ again.


Divine command is the belief that something is right because God commands it.


Agapé is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love. Christianity holds agapé to be the highest type of love, epitomised by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the salvation of humanity and in teachings such as ‘Love your neighbour.’


Inter-faith dialogue is different faith communities and groups coming together to better understand each other and to serve the wider community with a mutual respect that allows them to live peacefully alongside each other, despite differences in beliefs and ways of life.
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Beliefs and practices


Your study of Christianity is divided into two areas:





•  Beliefs:







    •  God


    •  Jesus as God Incarnate








•  Practices:







    •  Morality


    •  Church.





Differences matter
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In your studies, you will learn about the different interpretations, attitudes and practices between some of the varied traditions of Christianity, such as Anglican, Catholic, Church in Wales and non-conformist churches. The table below will help you remember why there are different views and practices held by people who follow the same religion.






	Situation

	Some situations, such as the importance of saving life, are important for all practising Christians, but for other situations there will be different considerations (for example, the nature of heaven and hell).






	Teachings

	The central teachings considered by Christians would be the Bible. Some Christians regard it as the inspired Word of God, but most believe it was revealed by God as a source of authority to help people to live out their lives as Christians. The example and teaching of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospels, and referred to in other New Testament books too, is another source of authority for Christians.






	Authority

	As well as the Bible, other sources of authority, such as ministers or priests, teachings of the church, the Holy Spirit, and individual conscience, are also considered by many Christians.






	Interpretation

	Some Christians believe the Bible is literally true. Many others believe it is important to consider the teachings of the Bible for contemporary society.






	Reason

	Most Christians agree that God gave people free will to choose to follow the example and sayings of Jesus. Regular reading of the Bible, prayer and worship are believed to help believers ‘follow the way’ (of Jesus) and make the right decisions and actions.
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Exam tip


As there are many different beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity, it is important to show you understand this diversity. When answering questions, use phrases that indicate this range, such as ‘often many Catholic Christians…’ or ‘some from the Church in Wales might…’.
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Beliefs: God


Christian beliefs and teachings about God


In this area of study you will consider beliefs and teachings about the nature of God.


Christianity has many beliefs and teachings about the nature of God. One of the first things often said about God by Christians, is that He is the Creator of all that is, that He brought it all into being from nothing. As a result, He is also often described as the Sustainer of the world as He keeps everything going; He didn’t just create it and then leave it to its own devices. He is attributed further characteristics, such as having ‘omnipotence’, ‘omnibenevolence’ and ‘omniscience’.
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Key concepts


Omnipotence is the all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.


Omnibenevolence is the state of being all-loving and infinitely good – a characteristic often attributed to God.


Omniscience is the all-knowing nature of God.
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The belief that God is all-powerful and in control of nature is reflected in the Bible accounts of Creation (Genesis 1) and the plagues (Exodus 7–11). Christians often pray to ask God to act.
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The belief that God is all-loving and good is shown in the Psalms (Ps 86:15) and John’s Gospel (John 3:16). Christians believe God’s love was demonstrated in sending Jesus to earth so people could have eternal life.
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Christians believe that God is so knowledgeable that everything is known to Him and nothing can be hidden from Him. This can be comforting rather than threatening, especially when coupled with the belief in God’s omnibenevolence.
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Activity


The nature of God


Connect the summary definitions (a to f) in the diagram to the appropriate characteristics (1 to 6) that Christians describe God as having.
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Christian beliefs and teachings about Creation


In this area of study you will consider different Christian views about the nature and role of humans, and the literal and non-literal interpretations of the Creation story (Genesis 1–3).



[image: ] Beliefs and teachings on Creation



There are two accounts of the Creation in Genesis:





•  God brought into existence something out of nothing; He did not make something out of what was already there.



•  Humans were created by God in His image.



•  The role of humans, as God’s stewards, is to have dominion (responsibility) for the world and its creatures.



•  All that was created was originally good.



•  There are literal and non-literal interpretations of the accounts within Christianity.









	Differing Christian interpretations of the Genesis 1 Creation story







	Literalist views

	Old-earth creationist views

	Liberal views






	The main points of the story actually happened the way they are described – literally:




•  God’s Spirit moved across the waters.



•  There were six days of 24 hours in which God created.



•  Adam was formed out of the dust of the earth.



•  Eve was formed out of Adam’s rib.






	The main points of the story are essentially true, but they differ in their view of the ‘days’ of Creation:




•  They would say that there were six clear ‘periods’ of Creation, much longer than 24-hour days.





(They are sometimes known as ‘day-age creationists’.)



	The detail of the story is not important, but it was a pre-scientific attempt to explain the origins of the universe. What is important is that the story demonstrates the following beliefs:




•  God created the universe.



•  Every aspect depends on Him for its existence.



•  Humanity is the pinnacle of His Creation.











	Believers of this view see a conflict between science and religion and are convinced of the truth of the Bible in a literal and direct sense.

	People who accept this view see less conflict between scientific theories and religion, and can see how both weave together to give a full picture of life and the earth.

	People who hold this view have no problem accepting the scientific explanations of the world and recognise the biblical accounts as pre-scientific accounts.











	Differing Christian interpretations of the Genesis 2 and 3 Creation story







	The account in Genesis 2 and 3 is less about the universe and more about the creation of humanity and relationship with God. It covers the following aspects:




•  The creation of the first human beings.



•  The temptation of the first human beings to disobey God.



•  The fall of human beings from closeness with God.











	Literalists:




•  reject the idea of different ‘versions’ of Creation, and see one continuous story with differing levels of detail



•  tend to emphasise the sinfulness of human beings since the fall. Some would even talk of the impossibility for people not to sin.






	Non-literalists:




•  believe the story of Adam and Eve is not literal



•  accept the development of species through natural selection and evolution – a process which God started (sometimes this is referred to as ‘theistic evolution’)



•  tend to emphasise the closeness of humans to God, and their capacity to love and do good, rather than their potential for sin.











	Both views agree that:




•  God is at the centre of Creation



•  God is the source of all life



•  the created universe and all in it depend on God for continued existence.
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Activity


Making connections


The beliefs and teachings about Creation and the nature of God in Christianity will have many links with the two philosophical themes you have to study. Using the information about Creation and God, complete the table. Remember, some aspects may appear in more than one theme.






	Christian teachings

	Philosophical themes






	 

	All human life should have dignity






	 

	Responsibility to make moral decisions






	 

	Responsibility to look after the environment






	 

	Discussions about abortion






	 

	Attitudes to peace and conflict






	 

	Responses to evil and suffering
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Activity


Differing views of Creation


Look at the table of differing Christian views about the Genesis story of Creation (page 8) and complete a Venn diagram for literalists, non-literalists and the common points both share. Read the Exam tip on the right and then explain why literalist Christians are literalists and why the non-literalists have their own interpretation.
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Exam tip


Different interpretations


Always be aware that within a religious tradition there are different interpretations about aspects of belief. Ensure you make it clear that you understand why there are different interpretations.
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Christian beliefs and teachings about the nature of humanity


In this area of study you will look at the beliefs and teachings about the nature of humanity, especially as described in the book of Genesis. In the Creation story (Genesis chapters 1–3) there are clear teachings about the nature of humans as created by God.






	Genesis 1:26–28

	Genesis 2:15–17






	Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’

	The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work in it and take care of it.






	So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

	And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;






	God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’

	but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.’






	Genesis 2:19–20

	Genesis 3:17–19






	Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.

	To Adam (the Lord God) said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.






	So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

	It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.






	 

	By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.’






	Genesis 3:22–23

	 






	And the Lord God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever.’

	 






	So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.
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Activity


Christian beliefs about the nature of humanity





1  Look at the words in the table that describe aspects of Christian beliefs about the nature of humanity. Link them to the Genesis extracts in the table below by writing a phrase from the extract that highlights the characteristic.









	Characteristic of humanity

	Link from Genesis extract






	In the image of God

	 






	Soul

	 






	Moral

	 






	Free will

	 






	Rational

	 






	Creative

	 






	Fallen

	 










2  Now look at the words or phrases in the table below. Decide which characteristic of humanity they relate to.









	(a) the human ability to form complex relationships

	(b) sharing some of the attributes and characteristics of God

	(c) it is something invisible and spiritual






	(d) having a unique sense of right and wrong

	(e) accountable for own actions

	(f) to make personal choices






	(g) a bodily resurrection after death

	(h) human relationships have a spiritual dimension

	(i) sharing God’s ability to understand, think, plan and remember






	(j) having a tendency to disobey God

	(k) able to create things out of materials

	(l) the universe is this way because God created it to be






	(m) rewarded for believing in God and doing right

	(n) the leaving of the body after death

	(o) the role and function of human beings in the world






	(p) using things for other purposes and discovering new ideas

	(q) able to use reason and judgement in making decisions

	(r) separated from God, but able to be redeemed
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Christian beliefs and teachings about the Trinity


In this area of study you will look at the beliefs and teachings about the Trinity – the three aspects of the one God. There are specific Bible references linked to the three aspects of God, and you should be familiar with these and able to refer to them in your exam answers.
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