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“It’s our turn now,” said Charlotte Williams, rolling the dice. It was Sunday night and her family was playing a board game in their living room. Mum was on a team with Charlotte’s twin little brothers but Charlotte and her dad were in the lead!

“Seven!” said her dad, moving their counter along to a green space.

“I’ll read the question!” said Harvey, taking a card from the box. “What do you call a group of meerkats?”

Dad and Charlotte looked at each other, their eyes the exact same shade of chocolate brown. Charlotte twiddled one of her brown curls as she tried to think of the answer.

“Any ideas?” Dad asked Charlotte hopefully.

Charlotte shook her head. “I wish Mia was here – she’d know the answer!”

Mia Thompson was Charlotte’s best friend. She loved animals and knew lots of cool facts about them. But Mia was far away in England, where Charlotte’s family used to live.

“Time’s up!” cried Liam. “What’s your answer?”

“We’ll just have to guess,” said Dad.

 “Um,” said Charlotte. “Is it a … gaggle?”

 “Nope!” crowed Harvey. “A group of meerkats is called a gang, or a mob.”

Dad slapped his forehead. “Of course!” he said.

Charlotte giggled and imitated a meerkat on look-out duty. She stuck her head up high and held her hands in front of her like they were paws. In a tough gangster voice she said, “Hey, you! Do ya wanna be in my gang?”

Everyone chuckled.

 “You’re funny, Charlotte,” said Liam.
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Charlotte grinned. She loved making her family laugh!

Harvey rolled the dice and Liam moved their counter along to an orange space.

“How many innings are there in a baseball game?” asked Charlotte, reading the question on the next card.

“Easy peasy!” gloated Harvey.

“Nine,” Liam answered right away.

Charlotte’s younger brothers had joined a baseball team when they moved to California. They had quickly become experts on the American sport!

“We’ve got the same number of points as you now!” said Harvey.

“OK,” said Mum. “This is the decider. Whoever gets the next question right wins.” She slipped a card out of the box. “Who starred in the film Desert Raiders?”

“Princess Grace!” Charlotte blurted out, bouncing on her seat in excitement.

Her parents and brothers gave her a strange look and Charlotte suddenly realised what she’d just said. “I mean Grace Devlin!” she corrected herself quickly.

“That’s right!” said Mum.

“Woo hoo!” said Dad. “We won!” He gave Charlotte a high five. She smiled weakly in return.

Even though Charlotte was pleased that she and Dad had won the game, she felt terrible. She had almost given away a secret that she’d sworn never to tell!

The movie star Grace Devlin was a princess. But even her biggest fans didn’t know that, because Grace wasn’t an ordinary princess – she was a Secret Princess who could grant wishes using magic!

If only Mia was here, Charlotte thought. Her best friend was the only person she could talk to about the Secret Princesses. It was because Mia and Charlotte shared an amazing secret – they were training to become Secret Princesses too!

“No fair,” sulked Liam as they tidied the board game away. “You and Dad got all the easy questions.”

“Don’t be a spoilsport,” said Mum, ruffling Liam’s curly hair. “Dad and Charlotte won fair and square.”

“Can we play another game?” asked Harvey eagerly.

Mum looked at her watch and shook her head. “It’s too late,” she said. “You’ve got school tomorrow.”

“Aw!” grumbled Liam.

“We’ll play again soon,” promised Mum.

“Go and get ready for bed,” said Dad.

Charlotte and her brothers went upstairs and changed into their pyjamas. Then Charlotte went into the bathroom to brush her teeth. Looking in the mirror, Charlotte’s eyes lingered on the gold necklace she always wore. There were three white moonstones embedded in the delicate pendant shaped like half of a heart.

Charlotte knew that thousands of miles away in England Mia was wearing a necklace with the other half of the heart. The girls had each earned their three moonstones by granting three wishes. They only needed to grant one more to reach the next stage of their Secret Princess training and earn their magic moonstone bracelets!

Charlotte brushed her teeth and bent over the sink to spit out the toothpaste. When she looked up and caught sight of her reflection, Charlotte gasped. Her necklace was glowing!
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Holding her pendant, Charlotte whispered, “I wish I could see Mia!”

Dazzling light shone out of the pendant, filling the bathroom with its warm glow. Charlotte squeezed her eyes shut in anticipation as the light swirled around her, sweeping her away.

A moment later, Charlotte opened her eyes. Three stars twinkled in the night sky, giving out just enough light for Charlotte to spot Wishing Star Palace in the distance. The palace’s four white towers gleamed against the black sky.
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