





[image: A cover page titled ‘True Mystery Stories You’ll Never Forget’ by Clive Gifford features a stone statue head, a pirate with a hat, a torch beam and sailing ships.]












[image: A title page reads ‘True Mystery Stories You’ll Never Forget’ features a stone statue head, a pirate with a hat, a torch beam and sailing ships and the publisher name Franklin Watts, London, Sydney with a W logo.]


www.hachettechildrens.co.uk









TRIANGLE OF TERROR: THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE
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“Bombs away!”


A TBM Avenger torpedo bomber released its weapons, which fell into the clear blue waters of the Hen and Chickens Shoal, a coral reef off the coast of Florida, USA. The bombs weren’t full of explosives; they were practice bombs as this was a training exercise for the five aircraft that formed Flight 19 of the US Navy.


[image: Five military planes fly in the sky.]


Leading the December 5, 1945 training mission was Lieutenant Charles Carroll Taylor. He was an experienced naval flight instructor with more than 2,500 flying hours’ experience, including 616 hours piloting the rugged Avenger aircraft. The pilots of the other four planes were students but close to the end of their advanced training and familiar with the aircraft and the sorts of route they were flying that day.


Flight 19 had taken off from bustling Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Naval Air Station just after two o’clock in the afternoon. The aircraft were all reliable and in good condition and the pilots and their aircrew raring to go. Thirty minutes later, they practised their low-level bombing before heading out further over the Atlantic. The planes were then to fly north before turning west and returning back to base.


Part of the way through the flight, the pilots began complaining about their aircraft compasses. Each plane carried two compasses to help guide them on their correct route, but these instruments, on all five aircraft, stopped operating as they should.
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Just under two hours after take-off, Lieutenant Taylor managed to make radio contact with another navy flight instructor in the air, Lieutenant Cox. Taylor sounded worried and confused.


“Both my compasses are out and I am trying to find Fort Lauderdale, Florida,” he said.


“What is your position?” Lieutenant Cox asked.


Silence.


It was many tense minutes before the radio crackled back into life, but it wasn’t flight leader Taylor’s voice this time.


“We can’t find west. Everything is wrong,” blurted out the unnamed pilot. “We can’t be sure of any direction.” The radio hissed and crackled.


“Everything looks strange, even the ocean,” the voice added.


By now, Lieutenant Cox had alerted the control tower at the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Naval Air Base, which signalled an emergency.





After more radio silence, the radio came to life again faintly with another pilot’s voice, “We can’t tell where we are, we can’t make out anything. It looks like we are entering white water. We’re completely lost.” These were the last words heard from the five aircraft.


Two PBM-5 Mariner seaplanes, used in search and rescue missions, took off. The 13-man-crew on each of these long-range seaplanes were desperate to locate the missing five aircraft. Only one of the two search and rescue seaplanes made it back safely. The other disappeared, just like the five Avenger bombers.
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A massive search effort was launched the following morning. The US Navy flew 248 aircraft and sent out 18 ships. Many other civilian ships and boats also lent a hand. Over the next five days, the planes and vessels combed a huge area. More than 600,000 square kilometres of land and sea were searched. These included parts of US states, Florida and Georgia, as well as the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. The search was based on how far the planes could have flown before running out of fuel and crashing.


No trace of any of the six aircraft or their crew was ever found.


There have been many search attempts since. Even using modern technology such as satellites and underwater robots, they, too, have been unsuccessful. Not a single artefact or piece of wreckage from the planes has been discovered.
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The six aircraft and 27 aircrew were all lost inside a region of ocean nicknamed the ‘Bermuda Triangle’. This covers a roughly triangular area from the southeastern US coast to the Caribbean island of Bermuda and south to Puerto Rico and Cuba. Unexpected events and mysterious disappearances have been reported in this region for more than 200 years, ever since the USS Pickering ship, carrying 91 people, was lost in the year 1800.


One of the most recent disappearances was two fourteen-year-old boys who left Florida in a six-metre-long boat to go fishing in the Bahamas in 2015. Their boat was discovered nine months later around 150 km from Bermuda. There was no sign of the boys although their possessions, including an iPhone, were still on board.





The largest vessel to disappear in the Bermuda Triangle was once the largest ship in the entire US Navy. Launched in 1910, the 165-metre-long USS Cyclops was longer than one-and-a-half football pitches and boasted a crew of 306 people. It was a collier, a cargo ship designed to ferry coal long distances. In 1918, it was sailing back to the US from Brazil carrying a cargo of metal ore instead of coal. After an unscheduled stop in Barbados, it set off and was never seen again. No trace of the giant ship has been spotted since.
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At first, it was thought that German U-boat submarines may have sunk the Cyclops, especially as the United States had entered the First World War the year before. But after the war ended, records showed that Germany didn’t order an attack.


It was later discovered by US intelligence services that the USS Cyclops’ captain, George Worley, had a secret past. He was actually German and had been born Johann Frederick Wichmann in Hanover in 1862, but changed his name after jumping ship in San Francisco. In the end, the authorities thought that Worley sabotaging the ship was unlikely. The Cyclops did have some engine problems, though, and its heavy cargo may have caused it to tip over in a storm.


Another strange fact was that the USS Cyclops had three sister ships. All were built in 1913 and all were lost during the Second World War. Two of the ships, the Proteus and the Nereus, both disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle within weeks of each other in 1941. Neither ship was recovered or their wreck found on the seabed.


In total, more than 50 ships or boats and some 20 aircraft have all disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle. British South American Airways lost two Avro Tudor passenger aircraft within the area in two years – 1948 and 1949. Many experts believe storms and faulty equipment are the most likely causes for the losses. As a busy region for air traffic and with many ships sailing there in the past few centuries, the number of accidents and losses is not particularly higher than average.
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