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Introduction


Few of us are lucky enough to move into a house that has a garden that is exactly as we would wish it, but imagining how something might be laid out, with different plants and new features, is beyond most of us, especially if we have moved into a house with a garden for the first time. Too often, we introduce features – a shed here, a summerhouse there, a pond in a sunny corner – as we think about them, popping them wherever there happens to be space rather than thinking about their overall impact on the garden as a whole. Most gardeners have the same attitude to plants, which they often acquire one by one, whenever they see something that appeals to them or that appears to be fashionable, but without considering exactly how it will fit in with the other plants and how it will look in five or ten years’ time.


If the number of television programmes and books on garden design was a guide, we would all have beautifully laid-out gardens, thoughtfully arranged and planted, with convenient paths, useful patios giving easy access to the kitchen and cosy arbours providing shade on sunny days or shelter in rough weather, not to mention a wonderful selection of plants providing year- round colour and shape.


In fact, of course, the majority of gardens evolve piecemeal, simply because imposing a new design, especially on an established garden, is a rather daunting prospect. The combination of skills required – horticultural, building, architectural and design – can be a deterrent, as can the idea of the disruption that any building work can involve. Deciding what features you want and need, and then choosing the plants that will suit the conditions in your particular garden and that will work well within a particular design, should be enjoyable tasks, but the sheer numbers involved – dozens of styles of sheds and summerhouses and, literally, thousands of plants – makes choosing difficult.


This book will help you make those decisions. It takes 40 types of gardens – from a tiny balcony to a large country garden, from a small urban courtyard garden to a windswept seaside plot – and suggests how these gardens could be laid out and planted. There are gardens for all circumstances and all levels of gardening interest and expertise, including schemes for young families that need to make provision for children and for people whose busy lifestyle leaves little time for gardening, as well as more traditional schemes for people who


Opposite: Some of the most effective designs are also the simplest, using limited colours and clean, crisp lines.


6


Introduction









[image: image]





 









[image: image]





 









[image: image]





positively enjoy gardening and looking after plants.


Within each garden type, as well as a ground plan to indicate where each feature and plant should go, there is a full-colour illustration to show how the finished garden will look so that you know what you are working towards. Each garden type also includes a special feature – such as an arrangement of plants or something that can be easily constructed – which can be included in the design as illustrated or incorporated into your existing garden or another of the designs included here. Helpful thumbnail sketches indicate how the same features – sheds, pergolas, ponds, paths and patios – can be used in gardens of various shapes and sizes. There are also alternative planting schemes for different colours and different aspects within a garden, so that you will be able to find a scheme for your garden, whether it is in sun or shade. The suggestions range from the traditional to the modern, so whether you yearn for an old-fashioned cottage garden or long for a minimalist plot you will find something to inspire you.


Throughout, the plants have been chosen for their suitability for each scheme. Many are new or improved forms of old favourites, developed to be robust and reliable, and most are widely available from garden centres and nurseries.


Each garden is described in terms of its suitability for different types of gardener so that you can easily find a plan and a style that will suit your particular needs. Whether you are about to begin work on your very first garden or have enjoyed a lifetime’s gardening and are now considering making changes that will enable you to spend less time working in the garden and more time enjoying it, you will find help and advice here.


Above right: Achillea and delphiniums are traditional and reliable perennials, ideal for sunny herbaceous borders.


Opposite: A well-balanced group of urns makes the perfect focal point and finishing detail for this paved area.
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For the family


Creating a garden that is safe for young children to play in but that is also a pleasant and attractive place for adults to relax and entertain their friends can be difficult. Meeting the competing claims of everyone in the family can result in a series of unrelated areas, that do not cohere into a pleasing, overall design.


What makes this a good family garden?


3 A generous patio and lawn for general play and relaxation 3 A separate play area for use with a swing or slide 3 An attractive layout that contains something for all the family 3 A protected area for a kitchen garden 3 A secure storage area for tools and other gardening materials 3 A self-contained, no-risk water feature 3 Year-round interest provided by ‘family-friendly’ plants 3 Easy maintenance 3 Small children can be easily supervised from indoors
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Garden elements key
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1 Timber edging 2 Planting 3 Lawn 4 Patio 5 Secure water feature


6 Trellis and climber to screen 7 Utility area or pets corner


8 Gate
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Mix and match


If you like this garden, but would prefer a different feature, see pages 250–251 for possible variations.


9 Trellis and climber for shade 10 Kitchen garden/herbs 11 ‘Fedge’


12 Cordon fruit 13 Bark/shingle path 14 Tool shed 15 Compost bins 16 Play area


For the family
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Key features


Weekend project


Children’s play area


Millstone


It’s important to site the area where it can be seen from the house so that you can keep your eye on the children, which will usually be from the kitchen window. If the area isn’t grassed, make a floor of decking or bark chippings. Use the area for a slide or swing or a climbing frame.


Kitchen garden


In a family garden one of the main reasons for not including a pond is the risk they can pose to small children. Overcome this by building a feature in which most of the water is contained in a way that a child cannot get at it. The simplest way is to have an underground tank or sump that acts as a reservoir, while the chosen feature – a brimming urn, millstone or large stone – rests on a framework of steel rods or mesh laid across the top of the sump. A submersible pump concealed in the sump pumps the water up into, over or through the feature.


Having a source of fresh fruit and vegetables makes even a small area in which a few crops can be grown a welcome addition to the garden. Make sure it is protected from errant balls and bicycles and that there is a gate that can be fitted with a childproof fastener.


Patio for entertaining


There are few things more enjoyable than being able to entertain family and friends on a warm summer day. Position a patio near to the house so that it is easy to transport the food and drinks to it but have fragrant plants growing nearby or in containers so that the scent can be enjoyed close to.


For the family 12
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Feature with central hole to take pond pump


Fine horticultural mesh Small-gauge weldmesh


Ornamental pebbles


Heavy-duty reinforced mesh or reinforcing bars Sump


Ground level


To electricity supply


Hole in sump for cable


Conduit Soil backfill


Water level


Corrugated pond hose


Pond pump


Flow adjuster


Extent of hole


Sand bed


You will need


Millstone, ornamental urn or large stone, pre-drilled to accept pond hose Container or sump Bag of soft sand – about 27kg (60lb) Fine soil Bricks or concrete blocks Reinforcing bars or heavy-duty reinforced mesh, 60 x 60cm (2 x 2ft)


Small-gauge weldmesh, 60 x 60cm


(2 x 2ft)


Fine horticultural mesh, 60 x 60cm


(2 x 2ft)


Submersible pump Hose clip 1m (3ft) corrugated pond hose Ornamental pebbles, slate or shingle


Step by step 1 Dig a hole for the sump, level the base of the hole using a layer about 2cm (1in) thick of firmed down soft sand, place the sump in the hole, checking it is level and does not stand proud of ground level. Backfill around the sump with fine soil and firm down.


2 Place lengths of reinforcing bars or a square of heavy-duty reinforced mesh across the top of the sump so that it overhangs by at least 15cm (6in) all round. Especially heavy features, such as a large boulder or natural millstone, will require extra support in the form of piers of bricks or concrete blocks. Make sure you leave enough space beneath the feature to feed the pond hose up through it.


3 Connect one end of the pond hose to the feature and put it in position. Connect the other end to the pump. Pass the electric cable from the pump through a small hole drilled just below the top edge of the sump to protect it from chafing against the mesh.


4 Fill the sump with water and turn on the pump. Use the flow adjuster on the pump to achieve the desired outflow from the top of the feature.


5 Place two pieces of small-gauge weldmesh on top of the reinforced mesh so that small pebbles and cobbles do not fall through. If you use small pebbles or gravel lay two pieces of fine horticultural mesh on top of the weldmesh.


6 Place stones, pebbles, slate or shingle to cover the mesh.


For the family
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Planting


The best plants for this garden


Undemanding, modestly priced shrubs, perennials and grasses are used in this garden. All the plants are child and animal friendly and have been chosen for their durability and resistance to accidental damage. They do not need special growing conditions, apart from reasonable drainage, and the maintenance requirements are straightforward.


7


Planting key


1 Clematis montana var. rubra


‘Elizabeth’ 2 Jasminum officinale f. affine 3 Buxus sempervirens 4 Hypericum ‘Hidcote’ 5 Geranium sanguineum 6 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Silberfeder’ 7 Escallonia ‘Apple Blossom’ 8 Aucuba japonica ‘Crotonifolia’ 9 Pulmonaria saccharata Argentea


Group 10 Hydrangea ‘Preziosa’
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Netting


Wire


11 Potentilla fruticosa ‘Abbotswood’ 12 Vinca minor ‘Atropurpurea’ 13 Lonicera japonica var. repens 14 Betula utilis var. jacquemontii 15 Hedera colchica ‘Sulphur Heart’ 16 Spiraea x vanhouttei 17 Aster novi-belgii ‘Audrey’ 18 Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ 19 Doronicum ‘Miss Mason’ 20 Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ 21 Lamium maculatum ‘White Nancy’ 22 Philadelphus coronarius ‘Aureus’ 23 Viburnum tinus 24 Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Argenteum’ 25 Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Diabolo’ 26 Choisya ternata 27 Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’ 28 Viburnum opulus ‘Compactum’ 29 Prunus lusitanica ‘Variegata’ 30 Photinia x fraseri ‘Red Robin’ 31 Alchemilla mollis 32 Rudbeckia fulgida var. deamii 33 Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ 34 Leucanthemum x superbum


‘Snowcap’ 35 Ceanothus ‘Delight’ 36 Bergenia ‘Abendglut’ 37 Persicaria affinis ‘Superba’ 38 Buddleja ‘Lochinch’ 39 Syringa pubescens subsp. microphylla ‘Superba’ 40 Abelia x grandiflora 41 Hebe ‘Midsummer Beauty’ 42 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Strictus’ 43 Azara dentata 44 Spiraea japonica ‘Gold Mound’ 45 Stipa arundinacea 46 Hedera helix ‘Tricolor’ 47 Helianthemum ‘Henfield Brilliant’


Post


A ‘fedge’


This combined fence and hedge can be used anywhere you need a sturdy physical barrier – it is ideal for protecting an area from footballs or children – but where something more attractive than a plain fence is needed.


You will need


Posts Wire Wire netting Nails or staple gun Hedging plants


Step by step 1 Erect a post-and-wire or post- and-rail fence around the area to be protected or screened. The fence should be about 15cm (6in) lower than the final hedge height.


2 Nail or staple wire netting tightly to this fence.


3 Plant the chosen hedging plants at the appropriate distance apart and as close to the fence as possible.


4 Maintain by trimming the sides regularly to keep the ‘fedge’ narrow and to encourage dense growth. Trim the top once it has reached its final height.


Best plants for a ‘fedge’


Evergreens are best, especially those with soft, flexible or small leaves and stems, such as:


o Hedging conifers, including cultivars of Taxus baccata (yew) and Thuja plicata (western red cedar)


o Shrubs, including Buxus sempervirens cultivars (box), Lonicera nitida and Ligustrum (forms of privet)


o Evergreen climbers, especially forms of Hedera (ivy), which is particularly effective for taller, narrow ‘fedges’ where ground space is limited


For the family 15
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The formal garden


In the right situation a simple formal garden, even on a small scale, can be striking. The best formal gardens, regardless of their size, are a blend of symmetry and geometry in which plants are used in an architectural way to create neat, organized shapes that complement the straight edges, angles and precise curves of paving, walls and fountains. A limited colour palette provides gentle relief against this severe background.
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Garden elements key


1 Natural stone flag paving 2 Rose border 3 Dwarf box edging 4 Pergola with wisteria 5 Lavender hedge 6 Urn on stone plinth


7 Climbers on wall 8 Lawn 9 Yew topiary 10 Yew hedge 11 Old brick paving 12 Bench seat
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What makes this a good formal garden?


3 Several distinct yet interlinked spaces 3 Strong symmetry on either side of the garden, both in the various garden features – paths, walls, pergola – and the planting, particularly the repetition of the climbers 3 A series of focal points, from the pergola, to the urn, to the bench seat against the tightly trimmed ivy backdrop 3 Simple, regular shapes, straight lines and curves 3 Well-trimmed, uniform yew, lavender and box hedges – the yew hedge ends in two tightly controlled topiary shapes 3 Flower colours in soft, pastel shades that are used either in repeat patterns or in drifts of single colours


Mix and match


If you like this garden, but would prefer a different feature, see pages 250–251 for possible variations.
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Key features


Design feature


Bench seat


How to create your own topiary


Think about how a seat might fit in with the rest of your garden. Traditional designs and materials – such as oak and cast iron – will fit in well with traditionally formal or old- fashioned gardens. More modern materials and styles, including stainless steel and even plastic, will look good as part of a contemporary or architectural design.


Ready-topiarized plants can be bought in all sorts of shapes and sizes to give an instant effect in a formal garden. It is satisfying, though, to create your own, even if it takes a bit longer.


Wisteria


Wisteria is a fabulous climber with its long, slightly fragrant racemes of pea-shaped flowers. To get the best out of it, try and restrict the root zone but give the top plenty of room. Growing it over a large pergola displays the flowers to perfection.


Lavender hedge


All forms of lavender make excellent low, fragrant hedges that can be incorporated in both formal and informal designs. Make sure that your hedge is in a sunny, well- drained position and trim it lightly after flowering, and again – slightly harder – in very early spring to keep it neat and shapely, and encourage lots of flower. Don’t forget you can cut and dry the flowerheads and bring them indoors.


Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aureum’ (privet) is an ideal plant to topiarize.


The formal garden 18
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1 Choose your plant. Although it’s possible to use some deciduous plants for topiary, evergreens are the best and easiest (see right).


2 Decide whether you want to grow it in a container and plant it in the garden when it is ready; plant it straight in its final position in the ground; or keep it in a container indefinitely.


3 Select a shape. Avoid complicated shapes until you have done one or two. Cones, cylinders, pyramids and spheres are the easiest to begin with.


4 Before planting your chosen shrub or conifer, prepare the ground thoroughly because strong, healthy plants make the best topiary. For container topiary, put potbound plants into a slightly larger pot (don’t overpot); if it’s not ready to pot on, leave it in its original container for the time being.


5 Prune back the side branches quite hard, by one-third or more, cutting into older wood if required, which will produce far more new shoots than just a light trim. Topiary must be dense and bushy to be really successful. Keep the ultimate shape in mind even at this early stage. For a cone you would cut the topmost side branches back further than the lowest ones so that the basic framework is already partly formed.


6 Feed and water the plant well during the growing season to encourage healthy growth.


7 Trim again in midsummer, reducing new growths by about half. Leave the plant to grow until the following spring and build up a strong root system.


8 In late winter trim quite hard again but do not trim further than the base of the previous season’s growth.


9 Continue trimming at regular intervals through the season but only into new, current growths. The last trim should be in late summer to allow a small amount of extra growth to soften the ‘just cut’ look and so that trimmed stems can heal before winter.


Topiary in various geometric shapes planted alongside a gravel path gives this garden a classical look.


Best plants for topiary


o Buxus sempervirens (box) – all sizes according to cv.


o Chamaecyparis spp. (cypress) – all sizes according to vigour of cv.


o Euonymus fortunei – good for small to medium topiary


o Ilex aquifolium (common holly) – better for large topiary


o Ilex x altaclerensis (holly) – better for large topiary


o Lonicera nitida – all sizes


o Osmanthus spp. – good for medium to large topiary


o Taxus baccata (yew) – ideal for medium to large topiary


The formal garden


19









[image: image]





Planting


The best plants for this garden


Unless you want a severely formal planting scheme that relies only on the shape, texture and foliage colour of the plants as a foil for the architectural elements, you will want to have some softening textures and colour, and this design includes the pale flowers of the climbing and bush roses and soft purple- blue of the lavender hedge. The wisteria growing on the pergola is trained tightly to the supports.


Planting key


1 Taxus baccata ‘Elegantissima’ 2 Hedera hibernica (on wall) 3 Taxus baccata (shaped hedge) 4 Rosa ‘Buff Beauty’ 5 Lonicera periclymenum


‘Serotina’ (on wall) 6 Lavandula angustifolia


‘Munstead’ 7 Rosa ‘Zéphirine Drouhin’


(on wall) 8 Clematis ‘Rouge Cardinal’


(on wall) 9 Jasminum x stephanense


(on wall) 10 Rosa ‘Madame Alfred Carrière’ (on wall) 11 Rosa ‘Cécile Brünner’ 12 Buxus sempervirens


‘Suffruticosa’ 13 Wisteria floribunda


‘Macrobotrys’ (on pergola)
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Planting ivies against walls


Securing stems of newly planted ivy


Wall


You should regard ivies as more or less permanent fixtures. They cling by short, aerial roots, which are produced as the plant grows, and walls are difficult to paint and maintain once ivy has been grown on them.


o Make sure that the wall is sound and that the aerial roots produced by the ivy won’t damage the face of the brick or the mortar joints


o Some people try to train ivies on wires, but this is rarely successful as they need a flat (but not necessarily rough) surface to grow against


o The existing shoots of newly planted ivies can be held against the wall until new shoots (and roots) form by garden canes pushed into the ground tight against the wall so that the shoots are gently trapped behind them and secured (if necessary) with a piece of natural garden twine


o Ivies purchased from nurseries and tied in to one or more garden canes can already be quite tall, and the shoots will have already produced aerial roots and therefore won’t grip on a wall or other flat surface; cut back the stems to 30–45cm (12–18in) and train the vigorous new shoots that will grow and that will cling to the wall


o Small-leaved ivies are sometimes reluctant to climb, often producing low, sprawling mounds, which seem to grow better on the ground than up the wall; placing a long, shallow, vertical board just a few centimetres (inch) in front of the newly planted ivy will reduce the amount of light received at the base of the plant and may encourage it to produce upright growths searching for light, which are more likely to cling to the wall (see right)


Ivy Newly planted ivy


Canes in soil against wall Ivy stems trapped behind


Encouraging upright growth on bushy ivy


Wall


Light from above encourages the ivy to climb upwards Long board


Stake


the formal garden
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On the slope


Most gardens benefit from having one or more level areas that can be used for lawns and patios and for general convenience and comfort in getting around, and gently sloping gardens can usually be easily adapted to provide such areas. If the natural slope is significant, however, you will need to modify it to make the garden more usable on a day-to-day basis.
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Garden elements key


1 Patio 2 Pergola 3 Garden store 4 Retaining wall 5 Border 6 Garden shed


7 Water butt 8 Compost bin 9 Kitchen garden 10 Lawn 11 Path 12 Play area
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What makes this a successful sloping garden?


3 The division of the garden into three by two low retaining walls enables the areas between to be levelled 3 Each area is linked by safe, manageable steps and level paving 3 Planting is designed to make each part of the garden into an almost enclosed space with its own character and purpose 3 The design not only solves the problem of the slope but is an ideal solution for a long, narrow garden 3 Each of the three spaces could be made individually secure and safe for small children by the addition of some low fencing or trellis and gates across the steps


Mix and match


If you like this garden, but would prefer a different feature, see pages 250–251 for possible variations.
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Key features


Design feature


Lawn


Adapting a design for a smaller plot


In some gardens, lawns are treated as a visual aid or foil to set off against colourful planting and assorted garden features. In others, though, lawns are more practical and can double up as play areas, dog runs or patio extensions. Whichever category yours falls into, make sure your ground preparation is very thorough, as if you were going to plant the area with shrubs and perennials rather than grass.


If you want to adapt a design you like to suit a smaller plot, you may find that you cannot fit everything in. You’ll either need to rationalize the design – for example, combine your lawn and play area – or omit the features that are the least important to you and concentrate on the ones you want most. Here is a square adaptation of the rectangular plan on page 22.


Retaining walls


These are a necessary part of levelling out a sloping garden to make it both attractive and practical. You can make your walls from materials that make them a positive feature or you might want to keep them very low key and disguise them with lots of trailing plants. Combine the walls with matching steps to get you up and down to the various garden areas.


Patio furniture


There’s lots of patio furniture available, so take some time and choose a style and colour to fit in with the rest of your garden. Think about whether you’ll need to store your furniture out of season and, if so, have you allowed enough storage space. Wooden or painted furniture will probably need to be maintained on a fairly regular basis.


If you can’t hide or disguise your garden shed, try to turn it into a positive feature.
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1 Play area 2 Path 3 Lawn 4 Planting 5 Store 6 Patio 7 Pergola 8 Retaining wall 9 Shed 10 Steps 11 Kitchen garden
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Garden stores and sheds


Unless you are fortunate enough to have lots of storage space elsewhere, such as an outbuilding or garage, you will need somewhere to put your tools and the multitude of items associated with gardening. Inevitably, whatever size you choose it will not be big enough! More important, however, is the way you incorporate it into the design so that it will be useful and accessible but will not intrude.


If your garden is large enough, you can include an area not only for your garden store but also for other everyday garden items that you may not wish to be visible – compost bin, water butt, greenhouse or cold frames – and separate this from the rest of the garden with a combination of planting and screening. Long, narrow gardens lend themselves particularly well to this solution. In smaller gardens you may find you have to put your store where it is visible to some degree, and you’ll therefore want to try and screen or soften it with planting.


o If space is limited plant one or more climbers on the shed walls themselves, but avoid self-clinging plants, such as Hedera (ivy), which will make it difficult to maintain the shed; instead, fix wires or trellis to the building and grow climbing species that twine, such as clematis and honeysuckle, and that will tolerate being cut back every few years when you need to carry out essential garden maintenance


o If there is slightly more room mount a trellis or wires on separate posts set a short distance in front of the shed, which will make it easier to maintain later on; making a design feature of the trellis will make the building behind less obvious


o If there is space, create a border in front of the offending structure and plant a mixture of evergreen and deciduous species; link the border with the rest of the planting so that the utility area behind is completely lost


o Treat the store as a positive feature, staining or painting it with different colours to match your garden theme or decorating it with hanging pots or ornaments; include a small paved area around it and treat it as a place for relaxation
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Planting


The best plants for this garden


The planting is generally of undemanding, reasonably priced trees, shrubs, perennials and grasses, which have been selected for year-round interest and their suitability for a family garden. The trees and taller shrubs are sited so that they help to emphasize the divisions between the three distinct parts of the garden.
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Planting key


1 Cistus x hybridus 2 Iris ‘Frost and Flame’ (tall bearded) 3 Cytisus ‘Windlesham Ruby’ 4 Lavandula angustifolia


‘Folgate’ 5 Hibiscus syriacus ‘Oiseau Bleu’ 6 Panicum virgatum ‘Rubrum’ 7 Coreopsis verticillata ‘Zagreb’ 8 Ceanothus ‘Delight’ 9 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ 10 Geranium wallichianum


‘Buxton’s Variety’ 11 Spiraea japonica ‘Anthony


Waterer’ 12 Weigela florida ‘Foliis


Purpureis’ 13 Hemerocallis ‘Stafford’ 14 Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Blue


Spire’ 15 Juniperus horizontalis ‘Emerald Spreader’ 16 Agapanthus ‘Blue Giant’
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Planting


Retaining wall


Steps


17 Vitis vinifera ‘Ciotat’ 18 Clematis ‘Rouge Cardinal’ 19 Jasminum officinale


‘Argenteovariegatum’ 20 Astilbe chinense ‘Finale’ 21 Geranium clarkei ‘Kashmir Purple’ 22 Oenothera macrocarpa 23 Campanula persicifolia var. alba 24 Camellia japonica ‘Adolphe


Audusson’ 25 Lonicera fragrantissima 26 Rhododendron ‘Avalanche’ 27 Schizostylis ‘Sunrise’ 28 Potentilla fruticosa ‘Tilford Cream’ 29 Phlox paniculata ‘Sandringham’ 30 Viburnum carlesii ‘Aurora’ 31 Leucanthemum x superbum


‘Aglaia’ 32 Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ 33 Monarda ‘Snow Queen’ 34 Carex oshimensis ‘Evergold’ 35 Skimmia japonica (1 male, 2 female) 36 Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Frisia’ 37 Astrantia major 38 Veronica gentianoides ‘Variegata’ 39 Iris sibirica ‘Tropic Night’ 40 Brachyglottis Dunedin Group


‘Sunshine’ 41 Hemerocallis ‘Pink Damask’ 42 Spiraea nipponica ‘Snowmound’ 43 Malus x zumi ‘Golden Hornet’ 44 Euonymus europaeus ‘Red


Cascade’ 45 Escallonia rubra ‘Crimson Spire’ 46 Viburnum opulus ‘Roseum’ 47 Rhododendron ‘Purple Splendour’ 48 Buddleja ‘Pink Delight’ 49 Viburnum rhytidophyllum 50 Ribes sanguineum ‘Tydeman’s


White’


Plants to soften walls


Retaining walls that are higher than 60–70cm (24–28in) tall will usually be built from brick or concrete and sometimes from stone. Regardless of the quality and detail of your chosen material, you may end up with expanses of rather plain vertical surfaces. Fortunately, there are many plants that will not only thrive by being planted immediately behind a retaining wall (where soil conditions may be cool but well-drained) but will cascade or arch down over the top of the wall to give an attractive, softening effect.
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1 Geum ‘Borisii’ 2 Geranium dalmaticum 3 Hebe ‘Youngii’ 4 Cytisus x kewensis 5 Convolvulus cneorum 6 Campanula poscharskyana ‘Stella’ 7 Gypsophila repens 8 Genista lydia 9 Juniperus communis ‘Green


Carpet’ 10 Helianthemum ‘Wisley Primrose’ 11 Veronica cinerea


7


6


On the slope


27









[image: image]





Patio practical


A lawn may not be a practical proposition in a small garden, but if you want an area for play, entertaining and general relaxation, building a patio will provide you with all the space you need. A large, relatively unbroken area of hard landscaping is included in this scheme, and so that it does not look bland and desert-like, the planting has been carefully chosen.


What makes this a good patio garden?


3 Although it’s a large space, the main patio is attractive because it is circular and is broken up with a bold pattern and contrasting edging 3 The raised terrace adds another dimension and provides a slightly quieter shady area off the main patio 3 The design includes bold drifts of planting that are in scale with the unbroken areas of paving 3 Mobile bench seats give flexibility and can either be arranged formally in the corner or brought out into the open space for more informal use 3 Both the barbecue and water features are accessible but don’t encroach on the large usable space 3 A useful covered storage area is screened off behind the terrace
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Garden elements key


1 Patio 2 Seating area 3 Mobile box seats 4 Trellis screen and climbers


5 Retractable awning 6 Planting 7 Water feature 8 Pergola and bamboo shading
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Mix and match


If you like this garden, but would prefer a different feature, see pages 250–251 for possible variations.


9 Raised brick terrace 10 Lean-to garden store 11 Barbecue


Patio practical
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Key features


Weekend project


Garden seats


Bamboo shading


These modular garden seats are very simple boxes on castors. You can put them together to make a formal arrangement around a table or position them in different parts of the garden for informal use. Make them with hinged or removable seats so that they can also act as storage and provide them with cushions for extra comfort.


If you have the time and patience you can make your own bamboo shading to roll out on top of a pergola or gazebo when you need some extra protection from the sun.


Water feature


Raised water features make really attractive elements in any garden. Build them about 45cm (18in) high so that you can sit on the edge. Place them where they can be seen from the house and where the sun can catch the moving water.


Barbecue


Built-in barbecues can be designed to match and complement other parts of your garden, such as raised beds or garden walls. Make sure they are not too close to where you will sit and eat and position them in a fairly open area.


Shading made from split or whole bamboo is both attractive and very practical.


Patio practical 30
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You will need


Bamboo canes; choose a thickness to suit your needs and long enough to match the width of the area you need to cover Wooden or plastic pre-drilled beads or spacers made from short lengths of cane or thin plastic pipe Rot-proof cord, preferably in black, brown or dark green


Step by step 1 Cut the canes to the desired length, and drill between three and five evenly spaced holes – depending on the length of cane – just wide enough to thread the cord through.


2 Pass a piece of cord through each hole, to the required length of shading plus some to spare. Fix each cord to the first cane with a large stop knot or tie it around the cane itself.
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Planting

The best plants
for this garden

Unless you want a severely
formal planting scheme that
relies only on the shape, texture
and foliage colour of the plants
as a foil for the architectural
elements, you will want to have
some softening textures and
colour, and this design includes
the pale flowers of the climbing
and bush roses and soft purple-
blue of the lavender hedge. The
Wwisteria growing on the pergola

is trained tightly to the supports.

Planting key

1 Taxus baccata 'Elegantissima’
2 Hedera hibernica (on wall)
3 Taxus baccata (shaped hedge)
4 Rosa 'Buff Beauty
5 Lonicera periclymenum
"Serotina’ (on wall)
6 Lavandula angustifolia
‘Munstead"
7 Rosa ‘Zéphirine Drouhin”
(on wall)
8 (lematis ‘Rouge Cardinal'
(on wall)
9 Jasminum x stephanense
(on wall)
10 Rosa ‘Madame Alfred
Carriere’ (on wall)
11 Rosa 'Cécile Briinner"
12 Buxus sempervirens
‘Suffruticosa’
13 Wisteria floribunda
‘Macrobotrys' (on pergola)

"
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Planting ivies against walls
You should regard ivies as more or less permanent
fixtures. They cling by short, aerial roots, which
are produced as the plant grows, and walls are
difficult to paint and maintain once ivy has been
grown on them.

« Make sure that the wall is sound and that the
aerial roots produced by the ivy won't damage
the face of the brick or the mortar joints

Some people try to train ivies on wires, but this is
rarely successful as they need a flat (but not
necessarily rough) surface to grow against

The existing shoots of newly planted ivies can be
held against the wall until new shoots (and
roots) form by garden canes pushed into the
ground tight against the wall so that the shoots
are gently trapped behind them and secured (if
necessary) with a piece of natural garden twine

Ivies purchased from nurseries and tied in to one
or more garden canes can already be quite tall,
and the shoots will have already produced aerial
roots and therefore won't grip on a wall or other
flat surface; cut back the stems to 30-45cm
(12-18in) and train the vigorous new shoots that
will grow and that will cling to the wall

Small-leaved ivies are sometimes reluctant to
climb, often producing low, sprawling mounds,
which seem to grow better on the ground than
up the wall; placing a long, shallow, vertical
board just a few centimetres (inch) in front of the
newly planted ivy will reduce the amount of light
received at the base of the plant and may
encourage it to produce upright growths
searching for light, which are more likely to cling
to the wall (see right)

Securing stems of Wall
newly planted ivy

Ivy Canes in soil against wal
Ivy stems trapped behind

Encouraging upright
growth on bushy ivy

Light from above
encourages the ivy
to climb upwards

Newly planted ivy

Long board ——

The formal garden
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Key features

Lawn

In some gardens, lawns are treated
as a visual aid or foil to set off
against colourful planting and
assorted garden features. In others,
though, lawns are more practical and
can double up as play areas, dog
runs or patio extensions. Whichever
category yours falls into, make sure
your ground preparation is very
thorough, as if you were going to
plant the area with shrubs and
perennials rather than grass.

Retaining walls

These are a necessary part of
levelling out a sloping garden to
make it both attractive and practical.
You can make your walls from
materials that make them a positive
feature or you might want to keep
them very low key and disguise them
with lots of trailing plants. Combine
the walls with matching steps to get
you up and down to the various
garden areas.

Patio furniture

There's lots of patio furniture
available, so take some time and
choose a style and colour to fit in
with the rest of your garden. Think
about whether you'll need to store
your furniture out of season and, if
50, have you allowed enough storage
space. Wooden or painted furniture
will probably need to be maintained
on a fairly regular basis.

Adapting a design
for a smaller plot
If you want to adapt a design
you like to suit a smaller plot,
you may find that you cannot fit
everything in. You'll either need
1o rationalize the design — for
example, combine your lawn and
play area — or omit the features
that are the least important to
you and concentrate on the ones
you want most. Here is a square
adaptation of the rectangular
plan on page 22.

If you can't hide or disguise your
garden shed, try to tum it into a
positive feature.
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Garden stores and sheds

Unless you are fortunate enough to have lots of storage
space elsewhere, such as an outbuilding or garage, you will
need somewhere to put your tools and the multitude of
items associated with gardening. Inevitably, whatever size
you choose it will not be big enough! More important,
however, is the way you incorporate it into the design so
that it will be useful and accessible but will not intrude.

If your garden is large enough, you can include an area
not only for your garden store but also for other everyday
garden items that you may not wish to be visible —
compost bin, water butt, greenhouse or cold frames — and
separate this from the rest of the garden with a
combination of planting and screening. Long, narrow
gardens lend themselves particularly well to this solution.
In smaller gardens you may find you have to put your
store where it is visible to some degree, and you'll
therefore want to try and screen or soften it with planting.

« If space is limited plant one or more climbers on the
shed walls themselves, but avoid self-clinging plants,
such as Hedera (ivy), which will make it difficult to

Key

1 Play area

2 Path

3 Lawn

4 Planting

5 Store

6 Patio

7 Pergola

8 Retaining wall
9 Shed

10 Steps

11 Kitchen garden

maintain the shed; instead, fix wires or trellis to the
building and grow climbing species that twine, such as
clematis and honeysuckle, and that will tolerate being
cut back every few years when you need to carry out
essential garden maintenance

If there is slightly more room mount a trellis or wires on
separate posts set a short distance in front of the shed,
which will make it easier to maintain later on; making a
design feature of the trellis will make the building
behind less obvious

If there is space, create a border in front of the offending
structure and plant a mixture of evergreen and
deciduous species; link the border with the rest of the
planting so that the utility area behind is completely lost

Treat the store as a positive feature, staining or painting
it with different colours to match your garden theme

or decorating it with hanging pots or ornaments;
include a small paved area around it and treat it as a
place for relaxation

On the slope
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On the slope

Most gardens benefit from having one or
more level areas that can be used for lawns
and patios and for general convenience
and comfort in getting around, and gently
sloping gardens can usually be easily
adapted to provide such areas. If the
natural slope is significant, however, you
will need to modify it to make the garden
more usable on a day-to-day basis.
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What makes this a successful sloping
garden?

The division of the garden into three by two low retaining walls
enables the areas between to be levelled

Each area is linked by safe, manageable steps and level paving
Planting is designed to make each part of the garden into an almost
endlosed space with its own character and purpose

The design not only solves the problem of the slope but is an ideal
solution for a long, narrow garden

Each of the three spaces could be made individually secure and safe
for small children by the addition of some low fencing o trellis and
gates across the steps

Mix and match

If you like this garden, but would
prefer a different feature, see pages
250-251 for possible variations.
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Patio
practical

A lawn may not be a practical proposition in a small
garden, but if you want an area for play, entertaining and
general relaxation, building a patio will provide you with
all the space you need. A large, relatively unbroken area
of hard landscaping is included in this scheme, and so
that it does not look bland and desert-like, the planting
has been carefully chosen.

What makes this a good patio garden?
Although it's a large space, the main patio is attractive because it is
circular and is broken up with a bold pattern and contrasting edging
The raised terrace adds another dimension and provides a slightly
quieter shady area off the main patio

The design includes bold drifts of planting that are in scale with the
unbroken areas of paving

Mobile bench seats give flexibility and can either be arranged formally
in the comner or brought out into the open space for more informal use
Both the barbecue and water features are accessible but don't encroach
on the large usable space

A useful covered storage area is screened off behind the terrace

Garden elements key

1 Patio 5 Retractable awning

2 Seating area 6 Planting

3 Mobile box seats 7 Water feature

4 Trellis screen and 8 Pergola and bamboo
climbers shading
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9 Raised brick terrace
10 Lean-to garden
store

11 Barbecue

Mix and match

If you like this garden, but would
prefer a different feature, see pages
250-251 for possible variations.

Patio practical 29
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Planting

The best plants
for this garden

The planting is generally of
undemanding, reasonably priced
trees, shrubs, perennials and
grasses, which have been selected
for year-round interest and their
suitability for a family garden. The
trees and taller shrubs are sited
so that they help to emphasize
the divisions between the three
distinct parts of the garden.

Planting key

1 Cistus x hybridus
2 Iris 'Frost and Flame” (tall
bearded)
3 Cytisus 'Windlesham Ruby
4 Lavandula angustifolia
‘Folgate’

5 Hibiscus syriacus 'Oiseau Bleu’

6 Panicum virgatum 'Rubrum’

7 Coreopsis verticillata 'Zagreb"

8 Ceanothus 'Delight’

9 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’

10 Geranium wallichianum
‘Buxton’s Variety'

11 Spiraea japonica ‘Anthony
Waterer"

12 Weigela florida 'Foliis
Purpureis’

13 Hemerocallis ‘Stafford*

14 Perovskia atriplicifolia'Blue
Spire’

15 Juniperus horizontalis
‘Emerald Spreader’

16 Agapanthus 'Blue Giant'
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17 Vitis vinifera ‘Ciotat'

18 Clematis 'Rouge Cardinal’

19 Jasminum officinale
‘Argenteovariegatum’

20 Astilbe chinense 'Finale"

21 Geranium clarkei 'Kashmir Purple’

22 QOenothera macrocarpa

23 Campanula persicifolia var. alba

24 Camellia japonica ‘Adolphe
Audusson’

25 [onicera fragrantissima

26 Rhododendron Avalanche’

27 Schizostylis 'Sunrise’

28 Potentilla fruticosa Tilford Cream’

29 Phlox paniculata ‘Sandringham’

30 Viburnum carlesii ‘Aurora’

31 Leucanthemum x superbum
‘Aglaia“

32 Nepeta 'Six Hills Giant*

33 Monarda 'Snow Queen’

34 Carex oshimensis 'Evergold"

35 Skimmia japonica (1 male, 2
female)

36 Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Frisia’

37 Astrantia major

38 Veronica gentianoides 'Variegata®

39 Iris sibirica ‘Tropic Night"

40 Brachyglottis Dunedin Group
‘Sunshine’

41 Hemerocallis 'Pink Damask’

42 Spiraea nipponica ‘Snowmound’

43 Malus x zumi'Golden Hornet!

44 Fuonymus europaeus 'Red
Cascade’

45 Escallonia rubra 'Crimson Spire”

46 Viburnum opulus 'Roseum’

47 Rhododendron ‘Purple Splendour’

48 Buddleja ‘Pink Delight'

49 Viburnum rhytidophyllum

50 Ribes sanguineum 'Tydeman's
White*

Planting

Retaining wall

Steps

Plants to soften walls

Retaining walls that are higher than 60—70cm (24-28in) tall will usually be
built from brick or concrete and sometimes from stone. Regardless of the
quality and detail of your chosen material, you may end up with expanses
of rather plain vertical surfaces. Fortunately, there are many plants that will
not only thrive by being planted immediately behind a retaining wall
(where soil conditions may be cool but well-drained) but will cascade or
arch down over the top of the wall to give an attractive, softening effect.

1 Geum Borisii’

2 Geranium dalmaticum

3 Hebe "Youngii'

4 Cytisus x kewensis

5 Convolvulus cneorum

6 Campanula poscharskyana 'Stella’

7 Gypsophila repens

8 Genista lydia

9 Juniperus communis 'Green
Carpet’

10 Helianthemum "Wisley Primrose’

11 Veronica cinerea

Steps down

On the slope

~

7





OEBPS/nav.xhtml


 

 Contents



 

		Copyright



		Title



		Contents



		Introduction



		For the family



		The formal garden



		On the slope



		Patio practical



		From the rooftop



		The scented garden



		Gravel and pots



		Birds, bees and frogs



		The sunken garden



		Behind walls



		The right-angled garden



		Turning Japanese



		For the beginner



		The seasonal garden



		Architectural landscape



		Beautiful balcony



		By the sea



		Cool contemporary



		A rural retreat



		On the rocks



		With just a little work



		In the courtyard



		Simply minimalist



		Hot and dry



		In the woods



		Kitchen garden



		Mediterranean



		In the jungle



		Contemporary urbanscape



		Follow the sun



		Waterways



		Romantic



		An unsheltered garden



		In the shade



		Cottage creative



		Geometric garden



		The secret garden



		A small family garden



		The concrete garden



		Traditional urbanscape



		Mix and match



		Index



		Acknowledgements









 

 Guide



 

		Introduction



		Start



 



 





		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208



		209



		210



		211



		212



		213



		214



		215



		216



		217



		218



		219



		220



		221



		222



		223



		224



		225



		226



		227



		228



		229



		230



		231



		232



		233



		234



		235



		236



		237



		238



		239



		240



		241



		242



		243



		244



		245



		246



		247



		248



		249



		250



		251



		252



		253



		254



		255



		256











OEBPS/images/page_010.jpg
For the
family

Creating a garden that is safe for young children to play
in but that is also a pleasant and attractive place for
adults to relax and entertain their friends can be difficult.
Meeting the competing claims of everyone in the family
can result in a series of unrelated areas, that do not
cohere into a pleasing, overall design.

What makes this a good family garden?
v A generous patio and lawn for general play and relaxation
v Aseparate play area for use with a swing or slide
v An attractive layout that contains something for all the family
v A protected area for a kitchen garden
v Asecure storage area for tools and other gardening materials
v Aself-contained, no-risk water feature
v Year-ound interest provided by ‘family-friendly’ plants
v Easy maintenance
v Small children can be easily supervised from indoors

14 15

10 For the family

Garden elements key

1 Timber edging 6 Trellis and climber
2 Planting to screen

3 Lawn 7 Utility area or

4 Patio pets corner

5 Secure water feature 8 Gate
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Feature with central

hole to take pond pump a‘ﬁ Fine
™ horticultural ~ Heavy-duty
Ornamental mesh reinforced mesh
pebbles T or reinforcing bars
) Small-gauge
M % s weldmesh
\l\&; Ground level
ey i i N il il it Ta e
7t = Hole'in T T
To / ‘ 5 Water level
electricity Conduit
supply . . /— Corrugated
Soil backfill pond hose S
Flow adjuster
(—— Extent of hole
Sand bed
You will need Step by step 3 Connect one end of the pond

Millstone, onamental urn or large
stone, pre-drilled to accept
pond hose

Container or sump

Bag of soft sand — about 27kg (60Ib)
Fine soil

Bricks or concrete blocks

Reinforcing bars or heavy-duty
reinforced mesh, 60 x 60cm
(2 x2ft)

Small-gauge weldmesh, 60 x 60cm
(2 x 2ft)

Fine horticultural mesh, 60 x 60cm

Submersible pump

Hose clip

1m (3ft) corrugated pond hose
Ornamental pebbles, slate or shingle

1 Dig a hole for the sump, level the
base of the hole using a layer about
2cm (1in) thick of firmed down soft
sand, place the sump in the hole,
checking it is level and does not
stand proud of ground level. Backfill
around the sump with fine soil and
firm down.

2 Place lengths of reinforcing bars or
a square of heavy-duty reinforced
mesh across the top of the sump so
that it overhangs by at least 15¢cm
(6in) all round. Especially heavy
features, such as a large boulder or
natural millstone, will require extra
support in the form of piers of bricks
or concrete blocks. Make sure you
leave enough space beneath the
feature to feed the pond hose up
through it.

hose to the feature and put it in
position. Connect the other end to
the pump. Pass the electric cable
from the pump through a small hole
drilled just below the top edge of the
sump to protect it from chafing
against the mesh.

4 Fill the sump with water and turn
on the pump. Use the flow adjuster
on the pump to achieve the desired
outflow from the top of the feature.

5 Place two pieces of small-gauge
weldmesh on top of the reinforced
mesh so that small pebbles and
cobbles do not fall through. If you
use small pebbles or gravel lay two
pieces of fine horticultural mesh on
top of the weldmesh.

6 Place stones, pebbles, slate or
shingle to cover the mesh.

For the family
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Planting

The best plants for
this garden

Undemanding, modestly priced shrubs, perennials
and grasses are used in this garden. All the plants are
child and animal friendly and have been chosen for
their durability and resistance to accidental damage.
They do not need special growing conditions, apart

Planting key

1 Clematis montana var. rubra
‘Elizabeth’

2 Jasminum officinale f. affine

3 Buxus sempervirens

4 Hypericum 'Hidcote’

5 Geranium sanguineum

from reasonable drainage, and the mail e
requirements are straightforward.

6 M sinensis 'Silberfeder’

7 Escallonia ‘Apple Blossom’

8 Aucuba japonica 'Crotonifolia’

9 Pulmonaria saccharata Argentea
Group

10 Hydrangea 'Preziosa’
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9 Trellis and climber
for shade

10 Kitchen garden/
herbs

11 'Fedge’

12 Cordon fruit

13 Bark/shingle path
14 Tool shed

15 Compost bins

16 Play area

Mix and match

If you like this garden, but would
prefer a different feature, see pages
250-251 for possible variations.

For the family 11
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Key features

Children’s play area

It's important to site the area where
it can be seen from the house so
that you can keep your eye on the
children, which will usually be from
the kitchen window. If the area isn't
grassed, make a floor of decking or
bark chippings. Use the area for a
slide or swing or a climbing frame.

Kitchen garden

Having a source of fresh fruit and
vegetables makes even a small area
in which a few crops can be grown a
welcome addition to the garden.
Make sure it is protected from errant
balls and bicycles and that there is a
gate that can be fitted with a
childproof fastener.

Patio for entertaining
There are few things more enjoyable
than being able to entertain family
and friends on a warm summer

day. Position a patio near to the
house so that it is easy to transport
the food and drinks to it but have
fragrant plants growing nearby or in
containers so that the scent can be
enjoyed close to.

Weekend project

Millstone

In a family garden one of the
main reasons for not including a
pond is the risk they can pose to
small children. Overcome this by
building a feature in which most
of the water is contained in a
way that a child cannot get at it.
The simplest way is to have an
underground tank or sump that
acts as a reservoir, while the
chosen feature —a brimming
urn, millstone or large stone —
rests on a framework of steel
rods or mesh laid across the top
of the sump. A submersible
pump concealed in the sump
pumps the water up into, over or
through the feature.
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What makes this a good formal garden?

v Several distinct yet interlinked spaces

v/ Strong symmetry on either side of the garden, both in the various
garden features — paths, walls, pergola — and the planting,
particularly the repetition of the climbers

v Aseries of focal points, from the pergola, to the urn, to the bench

seat against the tightly trimmed ivy backdrop

Simple, regular shapes, straight lines and curves

Well-trimmed, uniform yew, lavender and box hedges — the yew

hedge ends in two tightly controlled topiary shapes

v Flower colours in soft, pastel shades that are used either in repeat
patterns o in drifts of single colours

ANRN

Mix and match

If you like this garden, but would
prefer a different feature, see pages
250-251 for possible variations.
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The formal garden

Key features

Bench seat

Think about how a seat might fit in
with the rest of your garden.
Traditional designs and materials —
such as oak and cast iron — will fit in
well with traditionally formal or old-
fashioned gardens. More modern
materials and styles, including
stainless steel and even plastic, will
look good as part of a contemporary
or architectural design.

Wisteria

Wisteria is a fabulous climber with
its long, slightly fragrant racemes of
pea-shaped flowers. To get the best
out of it, try and restrict the root

zone but give the top plenty of room.

Growing it over a large pergola
displays the flowers to perfection.

Lavender hedge

All forms of lavender make excellent
low, fragrant hedges that can be
incorporated in both formal and
informal designs. Make sure that
your hedge is in a sunny, well-
drained position and trim it lightly
after flowering, and again — slightly
harder — in very early spring to keep
it neat and shapely, and encourage
lots of flower. Don't forget you can
cut and dry the flowerheads and
bring them indoors.

How to create
your own topiary
Ready-topiarized plants can be
bought in all sorts of shapes and
sizes to give an instant effect in
a formal garden. It is satisfying,
though, to create your own, even
if it takes a bit longer.

Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aureum’
(privet) is an ideal plant to topiarize.
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11 Potentilla fruticosa ‘Abbotswood"

12 Vinca minor Atropurpurea’

13 Lonicera japonica var. repens

14 Betula utilis var. jacquemontii

15 Hedera colchica 'Sulphur Heart’

16 Spiraea x vanhouttei

17 Aster novi-belgii ‘Audrey’

18 Cotinus coggygria 'Royal Purple’

19 Doronicum 'Miss Mason"

20 Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’

21 Lamium maculatum 'White Nancy"

22 Philadelphus coronarius ‘Aureus’

23 Viburnum tinus

24 Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Argenteum’

25 Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Diabolo”

26 Choisya ternata

27 Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis'

28 Viburnum opulus 'Compactum’

29 Prunus lusitanica 'Variegata’

30 Photinia x fraseri 'Red Robin"

31 Alchemilla mollis

32 Rudbeckia fulgida var. deamii

33 Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’

34 Leucanthemum x superbum
‘Snowcap”

35 Ceanothus 'Delight’

36 Bergenia ‘Abendglut’

37 Persicaria affinis ‘Superba’

38 Buddleja 'Lochinch’

39 Syringa pubescens subsp.
microphylla 'Superba’

40 Abelia x grandiflora

41 Hebe "Midsummer Beauty"

42 Miscanthus sinensis 'Strictus’

43 Azara dentata

44 Spiraea japonica'Gold Mound"

45 Stipa arundinacea

46 Hedera helix "Tricolor"

47 Helianthemum 'Henfield Brilliant’

A ‘fedge’

This combined fence and hedge
can be used anywhere you need
asturdy physical barrier — it is
ideal for protecting an area from
footballs or children — but where
something more attractive than a
plain fence is needed.

You will need
Posts

Wire

Wire netting

Nails or staple gun
Hedging plants

Step by step

1 Erect a post-and-wire or post-
and-rail fence around the area to
be protected or screened. The
fence should be about 15¢m (6in)
lower than the final hedge height.

2 Nail or staple wire netting
tightly to this fence.

3 Plant the chosen hedging
plants at the appropriate distance
apart and as close to the fence
as possible.

4 Maintain by trimming the sides
regularly to keep the ‘fedge’
narrow and to encourage dense
growth. Trim the top once it has
reached its final height.

Best plants for a ‘fedge’

Evergreens are best, especially
those with soft, flexible or small
leaves and stems, such as:

« Hedging conifers, including
cultivars of Taxus baccata
(yew) and Thuja plicata
(western red cedar)

« Shrubs, including Buxus
sempervirens cultivars (box),
Lonicera nitida and Ligustrum
(forms of privet)

« Evergreen climbers, especially
forms of Hedera (ivy), which is
particularly effective for taller,
narrow ‘fedges’ where ground
space is limited

For the family
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The formal
garden

Garden elements key

1 Natural stone flag 7 Climbers on wall
paving 8 Lawn
2 Rose border 9 Yew topiary

3 Dwarf box edging 10 Yew hedge

4 Pergola with wisteria 11 Old brick paving
5 Lavender hedge 12 Bench seat

6 Urn on stone plinth

The formal garden

In the right situation a simple formal garden,
even on a small scale, can be striking. The best
formal gardens, regardless of their size, are a
blend of symmetry and geometry in which plants
are used in an architectural way to create neat,
organized shapes that complement the straight
edges, angles and precise curves of paving, walls
and fountains. A limited colour palette provides
gentle relief against this severe background.
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1 Choose your plant. Although
it's possible to use some
deciduous plants for topiary,
evergreens are the best and
easiest (see right).

2 Decide whether you want
to grow it in a container and
plant it in the garden when it
is ready; plant it straight in its
final position in the ground;
or keep it in a container
indefinitely.

3 Select a shape. Avoid
complicated shapes until you
have done one or two. Cones,
cylinders, pyramids and spheres
are the easiest to begin with.

4 Before planting your chosen
shrub or conifer, prepare the
ground thoroughly because
strong, healthy plants make the
best topiary. For container
topiary, put potbound plants
into a slightly larger pot (don't
overpot); if it's not ready to pot
on, leave it in its original
container for the time being.

5 Prune back the side branches
quite hard, by one-third or
more, cutting into older wood
if required, which will produce
far more new shoots than just
a light trim. Topiary must be
dense and bushy to be really
successful. Keep the ultimate

the topmost side branches back
further than the lowest ones so
that the basic framework is
already partly formed.

6 Feed and water the plant well
during the growing season to
encourage healthy growth.

7 Trim again in midsummer,
reducing new growths by about
half. Leave the plant to grow
until the following spring and
build up a strong root system.

8 In late winter trim quite hard
again but do not trim further
than the base of the previous
season’s growth.

9 Continue trimming at regular
intervals through the season but
only into new, current growths.
The last trim should be in late
summer to allow a small
amount of extra growth to
soften the ‘just cut’ look and so
that trimmed stems can heal
before winter.

Topiary in various geometric shapes planted
alongside a gravel path gives this garden a
classical look.

Best plants for topiary

« Buxus sempervirens (box) — all sizes
according to cv.

Chamaecyparis spp. (qypress) — all sizes.
according to vigour of cv.

FEuonymus fortunei — good for small to
medium topiary

Ilex aquifolium (common holly) — better
for large topiary

llex x altaclerensis (holly) — better for
large topiary

Lonicera nitida —all sizes

Osmanthus spp. — good for medium to
large topiary

Taxus baccata (yew) — ideal for medium
1o large topiary

shape in mind even at this early
stage. For a cone you would cut

The formal garden 19
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Introduction

Few of us are lucky enough to move
into a house that has a garden that is
exactly as we would wish it, but
imagining how something might be
laid out, with different plants and
new features, is beyond most of us,
especially if we have moved into a
house with a garden for the first
time. Too often, we introduce features
— a shed here, a summerhouse there,
apond in a sunny corner — as we
think about them, popping them
wherever there happens to be space
rather than thinking about their
overall impact on the garden as a
whole. Most gardeners have the
same attitude to plants, which they
often acquire one by one, whenever
they see something that appeals to
them or that appears to be
fashionable, but without considering
exactly how it will fit in with the
other plants and how it will look in
five or ten years' time.

If the number of television
programmes and books on garden
design was a guide, we would all
have beautifully laid-out gardens,
thoughtfully arranged and planted,
with convenient paths, useful patios
giving easy access to the kitchen
and cosy arbours providing shade
on sunny days or shelter in rough
weather, not to mention a wonderful
selection of plants providing year-
round colour and shape.

Introduction

In fact, of course, the majority of
gardens evolve piecemeal, simply
because imposing a new design,
especially on an established garden,
is a rather daunting prospect. The
combination of skills required —
horticultural, building, architectural
and design — can be a deterrent, as
can the idea of the disruption that
any building work can involve.
Deciding what features you want
and need, and then choosing the
plants that will suit the conditions in
your particular garden and that will
work well within a particular design,
should be enjoyable tasks, but the
sheer numbers involved — dozens of
styles of sheds and summerhouses
and, literally, thousands of plants —
makes choosing difficult.

This book will help you make
those decisions. It takes 40 types of
gardens — from a tiny balcony to a
large country garden, from a small
urban courtyard garden to a
windswept seaside plot — and
suggests how these gardens could
be laid out and planted. There are
gardens for all circumstances and all
levels of gardening interest and
expertise, including schemes for
young families that need to make
provision for children and for people
whose busy lifestyle leaves ittle time
for gardening, as well as more
traditional schemes for people who

Opposite: Some of the most effective
designs are also the simplest, using
limited colours and clean, crisp lines.
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Above right: Achillea and delphiniums
are traditional and reliable perennials,
ideal for sunny herbaceous borders.

Opposite: A well-balanced group of urns
makes the perfect focal point and
finishing detail for this paved area.

positively enjoy gardening and
looking after plants.

Within each garden type, as well
as a ground plan to indicate where
each feature and plant should go,
there is a full-colour llustration to
show how the finished garden will
look so that you know what you are
working towards. Each garden type
also includes a special feature — such
as an arrangement of plants or
something that can be easily
constructed — which can be included
in the design as illustrated or
incorporated into your existing
garden or another of the designs
included here. Helpful thumbnail
sketches indicate how the same
features — sheds, pergolas, ponds,
paths and patios — can be used in
gardens of various shapes and sizes.
There are also alternative planting
schemes for different colours and
different aspects within a garden,
s0 that you will be able to find a
scheme for your garden, whether it is

in sun or shade. The suggestions
range from the traditional to the
modern, so whether you yearn for an
old-fashioned cottage garden or long
for a minimalist plot you will find
something to inspire you.

Throughout, the plants have been
chosen for their suitability for each
scheme. Many are new or improved
forms of old favourites, developed to
be robust and reliable, and most are
widely available from garden centres
and nurseries.

Each garden is described in terms
of its suitability for different types of
gardener so that you can easily find
a plan and a style that will suit your
particular needs. Whether you are
about to begin work on your very
first garden or have enjoyed a
lifetime's gardening and are now
considering making changes that will
enable you to spend less time
working in the garden and more
time enjoying it, you will find help
and advice here.

Introduction
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You will need

Bamboo canes; choose a thickness to suit your
needs and long enough to match the width of
the area you need to cover

Wooden or plastic pre-drilled beads or spacers
made from short lengths of cane or thin
plastic pipe

Rot-proof cord, preferably in black, brown or
dark green

Step by step

1 Cut the canes to the desired length, and drill
between three and five evenly spaced holes —
depending on the length of cane — just wide
enough to thread the cord through.

2 Pass a piece of cord through each hole, to the
required length of shading plus some to spare.
Fix each cord to the first cane with a large stop
knot or tie it around the cane itself.

3 Thread a bead or spacer on to each piece of
cord and then pass the cord through the next
piece of cane.

4 Repeat the process until the shading is long
enough and finish off by tying each length of
cord with a stop knot or around the last cane.

Tips
« If you are cutting the canes with a saw,
make sure you wear a dust mask

= Vary the thickness of canes and the
size or number of beads or spacers
between each cane to give different
levels of shade

+ Make the shading fit different shapes
and areas by gradually increasing or

decreasing the length of the canes

Patio practical

w
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Key features

Garden seats Bamboo shading
These modular garden seats are very If you have the time and

simple boxes on castors. You can put patience you can make your own
them together to make a formal bamboo shading to roll out on
arrangement around a table or top of a pergola or gazebo when
position them in different parts of you need some extra protection
the garden for informal use. Make from the sun.

them with hinged or removable seats
so that they can also act as storage
and provide them with cushions for
extra comfort.

Water feature

Raised water features make really
attractive elements in any garden
Build them about 45¢m (18in) high
so that you can sit on the edge.
Place them where they can be seen
from the house and where the sun
can catch the moving water.

Barbecue

Built-in barbecues can be designed
to match and complement other
parts of your garden, such as raised
beds or garden walls. Make sure
they are not too close to where you
will sit and eat and position them in
a fairly open area.

Shading made from split or whole
bamboo is both attractive and
very practical.

30 Patio practical





