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O, I have suffered

With those that I saw suffer! A brave vessel,

Who had, no doubt, some noble creature in her,

Dashed all to pieces!



Miranda; I.iii.
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A violent storm was raging over the island. Palm trees bent and swayed like dancers in the howling gale that tore off their branches and sent them tumbling through the air.
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On a beach not far from the mouth of his cave, stood Prospero the wizard, his white hair and beard streaming out in the wind, his black robes flapping around him. As he raised his left hand, thunder rumbled; he lifted the staff in his right hand, and forked lightning crackled, flickering like snakes’ tongues across the inky clouds.
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Out to sea, a ship with broken masts and tattered sails wallowed helplessly as the storm drove it towards a jagged coral-reef.
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Mediterrancan island in the fifteenth century.
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