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CHAPTER 1

Growing Up

Laurence Stephen Lowry was born in Manchester, England, on the 1st November, 1887. It was the year of Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee and everyone was celebrating. Well, nearly everyone…
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Laurence’s mum, Elizabeth Lowry, wasn’t celebrating at all. She’d been hoping for a pretty baby girl, not a big, clumsy boy like ‘Laurie’.
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Laurie’s father, Robert, worked as an office assistant. His mum, Elizabeth, was a gifted pianist and played the church organ at Bennett Street Sunday School.

 

While she played, Laurie stood close by. He was very shy and stayed away from the other people.
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Laurie had no brothers or sisters and he could never invite friends to the house because his mother often felt unwell.

 

Instead, she would take him to her sister’s house, where he played with his cousins and their dolls.
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During the holidays, Laurie’s mother would take him to Lytham-St-Annes in Lancashire or Rhyl in North Wales. She liked to sit on the beach and watch the yachts out at sea.
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When they got home, Laurie sat and drew pictures of yachts and people building sandcastles on the beach.
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