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TO................................................................


FROM..............................................................




INTRODUCTION




WOW! YOU’RE 50!
CONGRATULATIONS!





You’ve lived 50 long years. That’s 600 months! It’s 2,600weeks! 18,262 days! We could go on and work out the hours, minutes and seconds. But that might really begin to make you feel old.


But don’t worry! Fifty is a fantastic age to be. You’re not old.


Alright, you’re not that old. You’re still in your prime. Just about. You might have trouble arguing this point with a 20-year-old – but don’t worry what those young whippersnappers say. OK, you may be a bit weathered by now, but hopefully most of you is still in serviceable condition. Look on yourself as the equivalent of a piece of shabby chic furniture.


And there’s one thing that your 50 years on Earth have surely given you – experience! Just think of all the things that you’ve seen during your time. Think of the historical events that you’ve lived through. The innovations and inventions that you’ve seen introduced. The political and social upheaval you’ve witnessed. The achievements that have been made in your lifetime.


What do you mean, you can’t remember any of them? That’s the problem, isn’t it? Life rushes by and there’s so little time to dwell on all its riches and details. Then, when you look back, you find you can’t remember muchf urther than what you had for breakfast this morning.


So that’s where this handy volume comes in. It’s what you’ve been waiting for all these years. You’ve lived through 50 long years; now you can test yourself to see what you can remember about them.


And don’t worry if the answers don’t immediately come springing to mind. If you prefer, you can just turn the page after each quiz, look at the answers and revel in the nostalgic glow.


But let’s get those 50-year-old synapses firing first and start the memories flooding back!




YOU KNOW YOU’RE 50 WHEN…




YOU WERE BROUGHT UP ON A DIET OF SWEETIES







Back in the 1970s and 1980s, when you were little (or reasonably little), no one had yet made the mistake of inventing healthy eating or dietary guidelines, so you may have lived on a diet of sweets, chocs and biscuits.


But can you fill in the missing words in the following advertising slogans and identify which products they were for?


Award yourself bonus points if you can remember exactly which of your teeth were wrecked by which of these sweets!





 1  ‘Only the crumbliest, flakiest chocolate tastes like ......... ..... ...... ......’


 2  ‘They came in search of paradise, ... ..... .. .. ......’


 3  ‘Nuts! Who-ole hazelnuts! Uh! ......... .... .. ... .... ..... .... .. .........’


 4  ‘A finger of ..... .. .... ...... .. .... .... .... . .....’


 5  ‘A glass and a half of full cream milk .. ..... .... .....’


 6  ‘Do you love anyone enough to .... .... .... .... ....’


 7  ‘.... ......! Made to make your mouth .....’


 8  ‘Everybody knows that a ..... takes time a-chewin’


 9  ‘Good, rich and thick – . .... ......... .....’


10 ‘The creamiest milk, the whitest bar, ... ........ ...... .. ..... ...’


 


 


YOU KNOW YOU’RE 50 WHEN…




YOU WERE BROUGHT UP ON A DIET OF SWEETIES


– ANSWERS –





 1  ‘Only the crumbliest, flakiest chocolate tastes like chocolate never tasted before.’


This jingle was accompanied by a beautiful woman mesmerised by her Cadbury’s Flake bar while canoeing through a waterfall or sitting in a state of undress on a sultry evening as a lizard tried to answer the phone for her.


 2  ‘They came in search of paradise… and found it in Bounty.’


The Bounty ads featured gorgeous, scantily clad young people wading in and out of the sea on some tropical island. The reason given for their excursion was to enable them to sink their teeth into a coconut-filled chocolate bar. Couldn’t they have just popped along to the newsagent’s at home?


 3  ‘Nuts! Who-ole hazelnuts! Uh! Cadbury’s take ’em and they cover them in chocolate.’


The Whole Nut advert was sung to the tune of the ‘Banana Boat Song’ and there was something suggestive about the ‘uh!’ (accompanied by a pelvic thrust), not to mention the slightly suspect accent in which the jingle was sung!


 4  ‘A finger of Fudge is just enough to give your kids a treat.’


The accompanying film featured a small schoolboy being distracted from a game of conkers by his mum giving his little sister a fudge bar which was ‘full of Cadbury goodness’, a health claim it would surely be difficult to get away with today.


 5  ‘A glass and a half of full cream milk in every half pound.’


This may well have been true of a Dairy Milk chocolate bar, but then again no one ever told us exactly how big the glass was. It could have been a really tiny one!


 6  ‘Do you love anyone enough to give them your last Rolo?’


For greater love hath no man than this – to give someone a small, chewy, toffee-filled sweet, even when it’s the last one in the pack.


 7  ‘Opal Fruits! Made to make your mouth water!’


Opal Fruits have been known as Starburst since 1998. Back in the 1970s, you probably thought a handful of Opal Fruits constituted your five-a-day.


 8  ‘Everybody knows that a Texan takes time a-chewin’’


Unusually for children’s TV, these animated ads featured a slow-talking Clint Eastwood-like cowboy about to be executed by a firing squad or burnt at the stake. He only escaped thanks to the inordinate amount of time it took him to chew his Texan bar.


 9  ‘Good, rich and thick – a milk chocolate brick.’


Yorkie was a chunky, manly chocolate bar, advertised with a long-distance truck driver whose one high spot of the day was eating his Yorkie bar. After all, who doesn’t love chewing on a brick?


10 ‘The creamiest milk, the whitest bar, the goodness that’s in Milky Bar.’


Another long-running, cowboy-themed advertising campaign involved the Milky Bar Kid, a character who resembled a miniature Alan Bennett in a cowboy outfit and who was apparently the prepubescent sheriff of a Wild West town, where he laid down the law by means of white chocolate.
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YOU KNOW YOU’RE 50 WHEN…




YOU YEARN FOR THE TOYS AND GAMES OF THE 1970s





When you were a small child, you eagerly anticipated birthdays and Christmases to see if you would be given that latest, must-have game or toy on which you had set your little heart. Sadly, the most-desired playthings of your childhood have probably been lost in the mists of time – at least until you manage to buy them all over again at exorbitant prices on eBay. But how much do you remember about those toys and games?


 1  Action Man had been launched in the 1960s, but which 1970s innovations assisted his ability to fire a gun and improve his vision?


 2  Which gurning, orange, rubber, bouncy, inflatable toy of the 1970s was called Pon-Pon when originally launched in Italy?


 3  The Rubik’s Cube was launched in 1974. Which six colours were traditionally used on the cube?
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