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Note on the Authors and Editor


RUPERT BROOKE was born in Rugby in 1887. The son of a housemaster at Rugby School, he was educated there and was still at school when his earliest poems were published under a variety of aliases. He was an undergraduate at King’s College, Cambridge between 1906 and 1910 and his first book of verse, Poems, appeared in 1911. Two years later, he became a Fellow of King’s and then embarked upon a year-long journey around America and the South Seas. Joining the Royal Naval Division when war broke out, he saw action in Antwerp but contracted septicaemia from a mosquito bite whilst en route to Gallipoli and died on St George’s Day, 1915. He was buried on the island of Scyros and the impact of his death upon public consciousness ensured that the posthumously published 1914 and Other Poems became an immediate bestseller.


WILFRED OWEN was born in Oswestry in 1893, the eldest son of a railway official. He was educated at the Birkenhead Institute and Shrewsbury Technical School and first began to write poetry seriously as a teenager. In 1911, he failed the London University matriculation examination and became an unpaid lay assistant in an evangelical parish at Dunsden. Two years later, after failing to win a scholarship to University College, Reading he moved to France to become an English teacher. He returned to England in 1915 and, in the following year, fought on the Somme with the Manchester Regiment. Invalided home in 1917 with shell-shock, he was a patient at Craiglockhart War Hospital where he became friends with Siegfried Sassoon. He was awarded the Military Cross shortly after his return to the Western Front in 1918, and was killed on the Oise-Sambre canal a week before the war ended. Only five of his poems appeared in print during his lifetime but posthumous editions of his work, such as Poems by Wilfred Owen published in 1920, established his reputation as one of the finest poets of his generation.


GEORGE WALTER is a Lecturer in English in the School of Cultural and Community Studies at the University of Sussex. His other publications include Ivor Gurney: Best Poems and the Book of Five Makings (MidNAG & Carcanet, 1995) with R. K. R. Thornton and Ivor Gurney: Selected Poems (Everyman, 1996).




Chronology of Brooke’s and Owen’s Lives






	Year

	Ages

	Lives






	1887

	 

	Rupert Chawner Brooke born 3 August in Rugby; second of three sons of William Parker Brooke, a housemaster at Rugby School, and Mary Cotterill






	 

	 

	 






	1893

	 

	Wilfred Edward Salter Owen born in Plas Wilmot, Oswestry; eldest of four children of Tom Owen, a railway official, and Susan Shaw






	 

	 

	 






	1897

	10

	Brooke attends Hillbrow Preparatory School, Rugby






	 

	4

	Owen family move to Birkenhead






	 

	 

	 






	1900

	7

	Owen attends Birkenhead Institute






	1901

	14

	Brooke attends Rugby School as member of his father’s house






	 

	 

	 





	1905

	18

	Brooke’s first published poem, ‘Sicilian Octave’, appears in The Westminster Gazette under the pseudonym Sandro






	1906

	19

	Brooke wins scholarship to read Classics at King’s College, Cambridge






	1907

	20

	Brooke helps to found Marlowe Society for performance of Renaissance drama. Begins to publish poems under his own name





	1908

	21

	Brooke becomes friends with Edward Marsh






	

	15

	Owen family move to Shrewsbury. Owen attends Shrewsbury Technical School






	1909

	22

	Brooke becomes President of the Cambridge University Fabian Society. Awarded a Second in his Classical Tripos and so switches to English Literature for his final year. Wins Charles Oldham Shakespeare Scholarship.






	1910

	23

	Brooke’s father dies of a brain haemorrhage and Brooke temporarily takes over his duties at Rugby. Wins Harness Prize for essay on Puritanism in Elizabethan drama. Spends summer touring south-west speaking on Poor Law reform on behalf of Fabians. Moves to Old Vicarage, Grantchester in December






	1911

	24

	Brooke travels on continent for five months, staying in Munich and Florence. Works on dissertation on John Webster for Fellowship at King’s on his return. Poems published in December






	 

	18

	Owen works as a pupil-teacher at Wyle Cop School, Shrewsbury, whilst studying for University of London matriculation exam. Fails to matriculate and takes unpaid position as lay assistant and pupil of the Reverend Herbert Wigan at Dunsden, an evangelical parish near Reading






	1912

	25

	Brooke suffers nervous breakdown and convalesces in Cannes and Munich. Returns to Germany for two months in April and lives in Berlin. Conceives Georgian Poetry with Edward Marsh, Harold Monro and Wilfrid Gibson






	 

	19

	Owen attends classes in English and Botany at University College, Reading. Experiences at Dunsden provoke crisis of faith






	1913

	26

	Brooke awarded Fellowship at King’s. Travels to America in May and explores America and Canada before moving on to Samoa and Fiji. Invited to contribute to New Numbers project by Wilfrid Gibson and Lascelles Abercrombie. Spends December in New Zealand






	 

	20

	Owen abandons evangelical religion and leaves Dunsden suffering from physical and mental illness. Fails scholarship exam for University College, Reading and moves to Bordeaux in September to teach English at Berlitz School






	1914

	27

	Brooke spends four months in Tahiti, returning to England in June. Commissioned in the Royal Naval Division in September and takes part in unsuccessful Antwerp expedition. Joins Hood Battalion at Blandford for training in December






	 

	21

	Owen becomes tutor to the Léger family in the High Pyrenees, meeting the symbolist poet Laurent Tailhade there. Returns to Bordeaux in September to become freelance English teacher. Accepts post as private tutor to the de la Touche family at Mérignac in December






	1915

	27

	Hood Battalion sail for the Dardanelles in February. Brooke contracts acute septicaemia from a mosquito bite and dies at Scyros on 23 April. Leaves royalties to Wilfrid Gibson, Lascelles Abercrombie and Walter de la Mare in his will. 1914 and Other Poems published in June






	 

	22

	Owen returns to England in September and enlists in Artists’ Rifles. Stationed in Essex for rest of year






	1916

	23

	Owen commissioned as Second Lieutenant in Manchester Regiment in June. Makes unsuccessful attempt to transfer to Royal Flying Corps. Arrives in France on 29 December






	1917

	24

	Owen joins Manchester Regiment on Somme front. Evacuated to 13th Casualty Clearing Station at Gailly in March with concussion and again in May with shell-shock. Returns to England and is sent to Craiglockhart War Hospital for treatment. Becomes editor of the hospital magazine, The Hydra, which prints his first published poem, ‘Song of Songs’. Begins friendship with Siegfried Sassoon and gains acceptance in literary circles. Passed fit for home service by Medical Board in October and rejoins Manchester Regiment at Scarborough. Promoted to Lieutenant






	1918

	 

	
Collected Poems of Rupert Brooke: With a Memoir published






	 

	25

	Owen stationed at Ripon before returning to Scarborough in June. Returns to France in August and is awarded Military Cross in October after successful action in Beaurevoir-Fonsomme line. Killed by machine gun fire on Oise-Sambre canal on 4 November






	 

	 

	 






	1920

	 

	
Poems by Wilfred Owen published






	 

	 

	 






	1921

	 

	Revised edition of Poems by Wilfred Owen published






	 

	 

	 






	1928

	 

	New edition of Collected Poems of Rupert Brooke: With a Memoir published






	 

	 

	 






	1931

	 

	
The Poems of Wilfred Owen: Edited with a Memoir by Edmund Blunden published
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