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INTRODUCTION


When it comes to the zodiac, few signs have a sweeter reputation than Libra. And it’s not by mistake. The sign of the scales is inherently charming, as Libra strives to be in meaningful connection with all of the world around them. They are the great balancers, easy lovers, and subtle reflectors. To be born with a Libra Sun is to embody beauty, justice, and grace, in all forms. Through the wisdom of the scales, they teach us balance and show us what is fair. And they make it look easy, despite the many responsibilities the role can carry with it.


The world is often quick to oversimplify the nature of Libra, but there are many unseen complexities to this sign. Libras are so much more than pretty. They are so much more than a significant other. And they are so much more than easy and soft. Libra, like all signs, has layers. And to begin to illuminate and peel back some of these layers, we must look at the essential nature and fundamentals of this sign. Before we jump into the life and perspective of a Libra, we must know where they’re coming from and why.


By examining Libra’s specific set of rulerships and correspondences, we can uncover and define their specific nature. By thoroughly exploring these associations, we can come into a rich understanding. The laundry list to be looked into includes the sign’s symbol or archetype, its ruling planet, the sign’s element, its modality, its polarity, and also a tarot card. And what may sound technical or confusing from that list you’ll soon see to be rather intuitive and informative. As we prepare to discuss Libra’s fullness, let’s first review their unique correspondences and build a foundational knowledge of what is to be woven throughout this book.


LIBRA’S CORRESPONDENCES


SYMBOL: The Scales—The first layer to peel back, and certainly the most well known, is the sign’s symbol: the scales. And just what do scales do? What is their function in the world? In the most basic of definitions, they are an inanimate object comparing the weight of two things. An impartial tool used to illuminate equality, or the lack thereof. It is from the scales that we know Libra as the sign of balance. And it is worth noting that of all the zodiacal symbols, Libra is the only sign to be represented by an object rather than an animal or being. This is an important distinction to the singularity of Libra’s character and deeper aims. The scales provide a service, information, judgements, and evaluations. Functioning as a tool, they operate by and for others. Without others, they simply sit—balanced, still, and empty. With this, there is both a coolness and an eagerness in Libran interactions. On their own, Libras are able to rest and recalibrate, two very necessary things, especially for the scales to function at their best. But it is not until they are engaged with other people and ideas that they come to life. And in coming to life, shifting and sharing with and for others, they learn the need for finesse in their relationships so as to preserve their own well-being. In speaking to the Libran experience, the symbol of the scales will come up again and again as a critical reference point.


PLANET: Venus—The next major player for the sign of Libra is the planet Venus. For Libra, it is their planetary ruler. Venus is the planet that governs their nature and essence, informing what they care about most. And Venus being the planet of beauty, sweetness, pleasure, and connection, Libras are naturally drawn to these things. It’s thanks to this rulership that Libra has gained the reputation of being such a socialite, sweetheart, aesthete, and flirt. Working with this rulership, the placement of Venus in the birth charts of those born with Libra Suns is incredibly important. Venus placements reveal specific depths and qualities for each Libra. Every Libra Sun would be wise to develop a deeper awareness to their natal Venus, as it profoundly influences their own unique expression of the sign. Due to this relationship, we will look at the nuances that different Venus placements cultivate for Libras in each chapter.


ELEMENT: Air—Of the four astrological elements—fire, earth, air, water—Libra is imbued with the element of air. Just like the signs of Gemini and Aquarius, Libra is gifted with a sharp and active mind. The air element holds the energy of communication, ideas, expression, reason. As an air sign, Libra have direct access to these powers via their wit, logic, language, and lightness. Their inherent airiness seeks to keep them afloat, allows them to think their way through and out of things, and keeps them well connected to the webs of community and information.


MODALITY: Cardinal—Another facet of the zodiac is modality, of which there are three: cardinal, fixed, and mutable. Libra—along with Aries, Cancer, and Capricorn—is a cardinal sign. This component of Libra’s expression is one that is initiating and compels the sign to action and fresh starts. Each of the cardinal signs marks the turning of the seasons, the changing of the light. With Libra, we experience equinox energy, a point of balance between day and night, rest and activity—yet another reminder of the sign’s affinity to symmetry. Libra encourages us to start again from a neutral point of view, and to initiate new connections that can keep us in balance, hold us in harmony. The spark of inspiration unique to Libra is one that prioritizes and celebrates equality, fairness, and shared resources.


POLARITY: Positive—The last astrological note we will speak to is polarity. The signs are equally divided between positive and negative polarities—alternating every other sign—with the odd-numbered signs expressing the positive polarity and the even-numbered expressing the negative polarity. As the seventh sign of the zodiac, Libra is one of the positive signs, carrying with it an active and expressive charge. They tend toward extroversion, engagement, and activity.


TAROT CARD: Justice XI—Beyond the astrological traits, Libra has ties to the tarot as well. Many connections have been made between astrology and tarot, with each of the twelve signs being linked to a Major Arcana card. For Libra, their corresponding tarot card is that of Justice. Most commonly, its imagery depicts a courtly figure, seated between two pillars, holding an upright sword in one hand—the tool of air—and a scale in the other. It’s a visual that epitomizes the values and strengths of Libra.


Having covered the fundamentals of the sign, we can now look to explore various facets of the Libra identity. Remember these threads as the foundation. These keys to the sign will be referenced both directly and indirectly going forward, and they provide the basis for understanding Libra at their core.
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LIBRA


as a Child


As we enter the world—small, precious, and new—we each carry with us a particular energy. As children we hold a unique and yet untouched signature of being. We bring with us great potential and promise for who we are to become. And in these early days, we begin to know and to show what it is to be born under a particular Sun.


A Libra child is imbued with a light that is looking to spark balance. The rays that shine upon their emergence, that mark their becoming, are those of the Libra Sun—the season of harmony, togetherness, justice, and connection. Under these skies, the little Libran carries a pure and soft expression. They embody the energy of the scales in a fundamental way, as they are just beginning to become themselves.


There is a simple sweetness to the Libra child. With an eagerness to please and a contagious contentedness, they are likely to be smiling, observing, and engaging from a very early age. Their Venusian nature emits a warmth and kindness that pulls them into connection and teaches them to enjoy what is shared.


Employing the sacred tool of Venus—and the very image of the planet’s glyph—Libras act as mirrors. And in their early days, their mirroring is pivotal in helping them learn how to be. Trying on the behaviors they see teaches them a great deal, and in this way, they are very attuned and responsive children. They pick up on surrounding energies—from parents, siblings, caretakers, pets—and they amplify their experience in their reflection of things.


When good things surround the Libra child, it feels lovely. They are able to magnify the warm energy they thrive in, as it lifts their energy and emanates outward. But when things are difficult, the young Libra can sometimes over-inflate perceived angst. When they cannot soothe a room or a problem, they are unsettled by the reality of their discomfort. These children often don’t understand why they can’t feel better or why someone can’t be happier.


Sometimes this discomfort leads them to shut down emotionally or look for a place to project their experience. For this reason, it is vital that Libra children are taught early on to name and to know their emotional experience and how it is separate and different from those of the people they are in relationship with. It is easy for this child to prioritize others’ feelings or to disassociate from their own. Their airy nature can quickly come in to sweep them off their feet when they don’t like the way their lived reality feels.


Soothing a troubled young Libra is often as simple as sharing time with them and their imagination. Cultivate ease, play, and language around their fantasies, while also holding space for their felt experiences. Teach them that these experiences are just as valuable as their sweeter hopes and visions. And strive to keep their container as soft as possible. For these babes, it can be quite difficult to deal with unstable people or places. They don’t yet have the ability or awareness to change or understand crunchy circumstances, so they look to the others in their lives to help ease the way.


And those others are their way! Friends, babysitters, coaches, relatives—as many bonds as they’re open to. A diversity of relationships is important for expanding this child’s understanding of themselves and who they can be. As they try on the traits of their partners, they are seeking out traits of their own. This is why a rich community is so important, so that they don’t over-identify with behaviors that aren’t true to them. It is natural for them to have an adaptable personality, but without early exposure to different types of people, it can be hard for a Libra to know what is unique and authentic about themselves in later years.


Even in stories, movies, and shows, presenting them with many characters, layered perspectives, and varied experiences will help to keep their minds open. And for the timid or shy Libra child, such exposure can help them learn about people in a manageable way. These kids should never be pushed into relationships or socializing that they are not wanting or ready for. Human connection is something they must be allowed to come to on their own terms, as it is so vital to their identity. It is important that relationships be something they are able to trust.


And beyond the social aspects, sometimes they simply need to witness other people to better note their own skills and persona. When they stand back and observe, they are able to collect valuable information that enhances their ability to decipher and discern the world around them. They are learning how people work to learn how life works, and they are developing a sensitivity to patterns and connections at large.


Finding these common threads often comes with ease for Libra kiddos, and it can be encouraged in fun and simple ways. Word games, puzzles, checkers, cards—play that encourages them to notice symmetries, similarities, and differences, and that asks for a strategy, will see them shine. And charades, dolls, figurines, and playtime are also realms in which these kids get to try on new personalities. They can provide opportunities for these kids to safely and gently process their experiences. A Libra child may feel better able to express their difficult or unpleasant emotions through the guise of a toy or a puppet, or maybe even an imaginary friend. What they may not be ready to identify as their own, or what they may find less than lovable, they can release and witness through a projected self.


Additionally, this mirroring and reflecting can show up quite literally. There is a real fascination with seeing things another way. Water, mirrors, windows, glitter, photographs. Seeing and being seen from another perspective is really compelling for them. Things can be the same but different, viewing the experience of another, witnessing all of the many sides—along with just being able to see themselves in a new way.


Another layer of the mirror, of their Venusian way, is beauty. There is a real love and draw to images. Both images of self and images of the world, they all have the potential to be made beautiful, to radiate with pleasure and pleasantness. A Libra child will have an eye for such a glow. For some, it might result from watching a parent put on makeup and get ready in the morning, and then wanting to do the same for themselves or their favorite dolls. It might mean they want their room to look a certain way. Maybe they loved a specific coloring book and need their palette to fit a certain style. Aesthetics are inherently dear to them and can be expressed in any number of ways. Noting and indulging their interest will help them feel seen and appreciated, calm and at peace, as well as immersed in an amusing and attractive space.


At this early stage of life, finding regularly peaceful environments helps Libras to feel stable and secure. And another way little Libras reach for this is in asking for fairness. These kids come here with a preexisting notion of equality and of what is right. Ultimately, they are working to cultivate justice in the world, but before they are able to navigate the full complexities of this, they start with naming what is fair.


There may be a fixation on what they believe fair is, freely proclaiming its virtues or questioning its presence in the actions of others. “That’s not fair” can become a real catchphrase in the face of disappointments or disparity. Equal distribution of resources, the ability to share with others, and being a nice person are early tenants and expectations for these kids. And when others don’t agree, they can struggle. But they’re unlikely to hold a grudge for too long, as they’d rather make nice and find common ground. In these moments, they learn to tap into their skills of persuasion, using sweetness to get what they want instead.


ADVANCED CONSIDERATIONS


To help clarify the specific nature of a young Libra, it helps to go beyond the sign of their Sun and to look at a little bit more of their birth chart (the planetary snapshot from the minute they were born). As mentioned at the beginning of this book, Venus is a vital planet in determining how a Libra will evolve and show up in the world. It illuminates the driving force and deeper aims of a Libra individual. And what this looks like in Libra’s birth chart is one of five potential Venus placements: Venus in Leo, Venus in Virgo, Venus in Libra, Venus in Scorpio, and Venus in Sagittarius. To further enrich one’s understanding of a Libra child (also known as a Sun in Libra) we will look at the different nuances each natal Venus sign brings.


VENUS PLACEMENTS


Sun in Libra and Venus in Leo:


Children with Venus in Leo have a distinct need to be self-expressed. While they will still be concerned with fairness and equality, it might be on their own terms. They are learning that they are their own authority and are developing a healthy sense of self to guide their actions. They are likely to have a marked interest in playtime and creative activities, and they crave a sense of the spotlight. As long as their needs are being met, they are inherently warm and generous, but they may also be prone to a dramatic tantrum as they learn how to navigate their disappointments. It is important that they feel special, are given enough attention, and are seen and celebrated for simply being who they are.
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