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AS WE WERE SAYING…


It’s pronounced ‘sheet-o’, from the
Ghanaian word for pepper, and
the original is made of pepper and
other spices ground up and fried in
oil, to go with bland food such as
fish. Unilever make a seasoning mix
called Shito, same difference. More
sophisticated versions actually
contain fish, like dried shrimps. The
cognoscenti may compare this to
prawn ballichow.


Also in Ghana they have various
other things ending in O, such as
Nutso, a drink made from tiger
nuts, and Boobo fruit juice.
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These sex shoes are one-
trip galoshes from China.
Translations from the Chinese
are invariably complex and
subtle, and here the legend
literally means 'ten thousand
success set’, but the word for
set, tao, is also shorthand for
condom in Taiwanese dialect,
which, when you think about it,
is a sort of galosh.
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Rio BumBum is stuff for washing
plates and so on in a dishwasher.
If you are not completely satisfied,
clip the coupon and complain.
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A health drink that aptly replaces lost fluids
and minerals in the body, it says here.


Indeed, Pocari Sweat is the most suitable
drink for people going through dehydration
because of everyday physical activities at
work, in sports and at home, especially during
summer. It has been Japan’s favourite health
drink since 1980.


The word Pocari doesn’t mean anything,
although it almost means wretched in Turkish,
junk food in Romanian and sin in Spanish.
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Something Or Other


In the event of being unable to choose
between smoke cow feet and salted
pig tail, one can always lucky-dip with
cow something.


Gerber No More



Avez vous gerbé du tout, à la mode de chez nous? - as
the old song almost went. Gerber baby food is not sold in
UK, although it used to be, because that's the way owners
Nestlé feel about it. The food is not sold in France either,
possibly because gerber is the French verb to vomit.


12






[image: image]



These Foolish Mings


The nearest we can get is mingherlino, meaning skinny or weedy,
which surely cannot be the intention at this cafe in Florence near the
Gallileo Museum. Mingin, innit.
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THE EARLY VILLAGE COCK


‘...hath twice done salutation to the morn,’


as the Bard of Avon wrote entirely out of
context, for we are dealing here with soup
made of the cock in question.


We have to say that Audrey Baxter’s
version is rather tame, with its ingredients of
leeks, rice, carrots and chicken, whereas Grace
Kennedy of Jamaica, she who inhabits The
Home of Caribbean Cuisine, also offers Fish
Tea Soup – ‘A delicious soup made from real
fish’ – and Mannish Water Ram Goat Soup.
The latter is often served at weddings in the
belief that its rather bolder chief ingredients,
goat offal and green bananas, will better
overcome shyness in the bridegroom than
leeks and rice. And, as we all know, a cock can
crow louder in its own farmyard.
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ESTONIAN GRAVY BROWNING


It’s a shame but there’s always a sensible explanation for things like this.


Kiek in de Kök is Estonian for Peep into the Kitchen, obviously, but what you may not have known is
that it’s the name given to a 15th century fortified tower in Talinn, so called because those manning the
high ramparts said they could see down into the kitchens of the houses in the street.


Toompea is the seat of government, the old castle – sometimes called the Danish castle – that is their
symbol of independence, last gained on August 20 1991. It is surely a word Tolkien could have used
because Toompea doesn’t mean anything in Estonian or, indeed, in that spelling, in any other European
language except English.


We have a verb, not used much now, to toom, derived from the Old High German and Norse words
for empty, as in ‘Toom that pint down, lad, we’re away’. The noun also means empty, in the sense of
bereft, as in ‘Will you still love me tomorrow, or will you leave me toom?’ Or, Toompea is a village a few
miles west of Hobbiton.


It could become a brand. Peep into the kitchen and you’ll always find a packet of Toompea.
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SPOT THAT BRAND


The youth of today think they invented twittering tweets, but we know that it’s only the technology that’s
new. People have twittered ever since they could, and here are a few examples from times past. Just to
make it even more interesting, readers are invited to spot the brand names in the messages. There are
nineteen altogether; answers on page 189.


@ShakyBill


Marlowe thou art of hind’ring knotgrass made. You are a noisy shit. Be gone.


@BobLStevo


Dear wife Fanny says I should rewrite Treasure Island with an extra parrot and
more love juice, eg Scots serving wench Mary McPussy.


@Errol_Flynn9


Fancy a flirt, anyone? I’m high, gorgeous and ready to swashbuckle.


@Marilyn362436


Get lost, big nuts. I’d rather wack off Tarzan’s cheetah. You’ve been around too
long. Just burned meat.
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@Errol_Flynn9


Hey, baby M. You still dating that wild drip of a play-writer? Come for lunch. I’ve
got the ideal soup for sluts, but maybe you’d only puke.


@Chairman_Mao


Common ellol, Ellol. Snack pack look like Only Puke but name Only Pukeet.
Dried beans with honey sweet coating.


@Errol_Flynn9


Thanks for that, Mr Chairman. May the sun bless your rice paddies.


@Emperor_Hirohito


May eggs of sacred crane be laid at your door.


@Tobybelch


Nips of whisky, gone arse over tit. Arse from elbow. Hic. Sandwich, anything.
Open fridge. Unbelievable. This is not butter. Going for pee.
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ONE FOR HIS NOB


Noblice, Grom and Trick might well sound like
a mid-European firm of solicitors, but they are
sweetmeats made by the Serbian firm Banini at
their factory in Belgrade. Noblice, as we can see, is a
sort of choccy dodger. Grom is a choc wafer rather
like KitKat, and Tricks are crackers which spur the
consumer to complete enjoyment and make you feel
the need to nibble it all day.


A similar need may be fulfilled at the annual
Cattistock and Frome Valley Food Fest, in Dorset,
where the Dorset Knob hand-made savoury biscuit
is the centre of attention. According to local opinion,
this very hard biscuit may indeed take you all day to
nibble, unless you dip your Knob in cider or one of
the beers from the Dorset Piddle brewery, such as Jimmy Riddle, Piddle bitter, or Cocky Hop.


The festival runs for most of the day and Knob Throwing is a major event, somewhat less taxing
than the Highland Games where you would be tossing your caber with both hands. Here, you are
only lobbing your Knob underarm. Besides Knob Throwing, there are additional fun knob attractions
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including Knob Eating, Knob Painting, a Knob and Spoon Race, Guess the Weight of the Big Knob,
Knob Darts and a Knob Pyramid. Other, more traditional entertainment helps to make this a really
enjoyable day out with a difference.


A knobber, incidentally, is a male deer in its second year, so to go knobbing is to hunt the stag.
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BEATING A PATH TO YOUR DOOR


According to Ralph Waldo Emerson, a better mousetrap will result in numerous gypsies offering to
tarmac your drive, even if you live in the woods. Here is the proof.
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