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What is a game changer?




Game changers are people who use their skills, talents


and ideas to influence society. Their creative and


imaginative ideas help to make the world a more


interesting place.






Amazing Artists


All old art was once modern, and modern art will one


day become part of history. The amazing artists in this


book are only a few of the many game-changing artists


who changed the art world.


They are pioneers of different art styles, and some were


so original that they created new art movements.




Monet




Van Gogh


Picasso


Kandinsky




Impressionism


1860s–1880s




Post-


Impressionism


1885–1910




Cubism


1907–1914




Abstract Art


1910s–1944
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Each artist had a way of creating art that went against


traditions. They were excited and eager to show the art


world what they had created. But the art world was not


always kind. Critics and the public were often shocked,


and it often took many years for a new style to be


accepted. Sometimes, this acceptance happened after an


artist died.


Some of the artists in this book became very wealthy


from their art. Others could barely sell their work!


Nevertheless, between them they created some of the


best-known and loved (and sometimes most unusual!)


artworks the world has ever seen.


The art in this book has been recreated by our


illustrator in the style of each artist. We recommend


that you see the artists’ actual work in one of the


museums listed in each chapter, or at least find their


work online!




Kahlo


Realism/Surrealism
1920s–1960s


Warhol


Pop art
1956–1960s


Kusama


Minimalism
1960s–1970s


Banksy


Street art
1974–present




Realism/


Surrealism


1920s–1960s




Pop art


1956–1960s




Minimalism


1960s–1970s




Street art


1974–present
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Claude Monet


(1840–1926)


“I have always worked better alone


and from my own impressions.”




Claude Monet


The world has many famous painters, but the French


painter Oscar-Claude Monet was a true game changer.


 Although his subjects seemed ordinary, the unusual


new style in which he painted them was anything but.


Monet ignored traditions and helped to create a new


art movement which became known as Impressionism.


 He changed how people thought about art.


As an Impressionist artist, Monet


was not trying to paint a realistic


picture, but an ‘impression’


of what the person, object or


 landscape looked like to him.


 Monet wanted to capture the


movement and life of what he saw,


and show it to people as if it was


happening right before their eyes.




Monet’s art can be seen in:


CARDIFF – National
Gallery of Wales


EDINBURGH – National
Gallery of Scotland


LONDON – 
National Gallery


LONDON – Tate Gallery


PARIS – Musee d’Orsay
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Monet’s love of painting began at the age of five when


his family moved to the port town of Le Havre in


France. School didn’t interest Monet, so he roamed


the beaches instead.


School was always like a prison to me, I could


never bring myself to stay there.


His environment was the inspiration for his art. He


painted water and changes in the weather, and made


detailed drawings of ships which were impressively


and technically accurate.




During school


lessons, Monet


drew caricatures


of teachers and


classmates. His


first success came


at the age of 15


with his drawings




of local townspeople. Every Sunday, his latest drawings


were displayed in the shop window of the town’s


picture-frame maker. Monet was proud when people


recognised who he’d caricatured. The shop also displayed


the paintings of landscape artist Eugène Boudin.


Boudin introduced Monet to painting outdoors, and he


changed Monet’s approach towards art.




Caricatures
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If I become a painter, it is to Eugène Boudin


that I owe the fact.


Monet was impressed by how Boudin blended colours


to show the sky’s moods. No other artist painted this


way. Monet began to blend colours too.


In 1859, Monet moved to Paris to study at an art


academy. Major French artists went there, but Monet


became frustrated. At that time, artists, teachers and


critics demanded that art be a true likeness of people,


scenes and events. This style didn’t interest Monet. He


wanted to show nature’s moods and beauty, and how


this made people feel.


I would like to paint the way a bird sings.


Did you know?






*  Two new inventions changed artists’ lives – 


metal tubes for paints and steam trains.


Artists could now fill their paint boxes with


tubes of colours mixed with oil, and go by


train to find new places to paint.




Monet tried to get his paintings into the academy’s


art exhibitions, but he had no luck! His street scenes,





















