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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				Little did the world know on June 7, 1958, that the future king – well, Prince, to use his birth name – of rock and roll would be five feet two inches tall, sing in a register usually only enjoyed by puppies, and have a penchant for all things purple. Prince made sticking out like a sore thumb look sexy and cool without ever seeming like he was trying that hard.

				In his tenure at the top of the pops, from his first self-produced record For You (1978) to his global monster album and film Purple Rain (1984) and beyond, Prince may have performed under a plethora of names, but the world’s first proper pop mononym was beloved for being just one thing: the bridge that united pop, funk, soul, dance, jazz and rock in a way the world had never heard before. Or since. 
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				Prince’s early days growing up in a “black and white world” in Minnesota may have been as dysfunctional as those of many other 80s rock icons, but that’s where any colourless clichés stop dead. As soon as Prince Rogers Nelson broke ground on his first record in 1978, the gloves came off and on squeezed the high heels and crushed velvet catsuits. You could not hold the man, or his music, back.

				Dearly beloved, we gather together for this book to enjoy that thing called Prince’s life. With His Highness gone, all that is left of the man today is his timeless music. As he was never one for interviews, this collection of quotes and quips stands as a last will and testament of a musician who will long be revered as a one-of-a-kind, irreplaceable talent. The genuine article; the real deal: there will never be another quite like him. If music can be embodied by just one man, Prince be thy name. Enjoy! 
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				THE REVOLUTION WILL BE TELEVISED

				From his first hit, 1978’s “Soft and Wet”, through to his final one, 2015’s “Free Urself” – and the (almost) 100 singles in between – the Artist Forever Known As Prince was consistently unparalleled in his majesty. No one dared compare to him. 

				Here, in his own unforgettable words, let’s find out why he was the best…
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				The Revolution WilL Be Televised

			

		

		
			
				Everybody always stops talking or doing anything when I walk in! They say it’s the artist who changes, but, I don’t know, I really think it’s everybody else.

				Prince, on fame changing him, interview with Smokey D. Fontaine, Medium magazine, September 2, 2015.
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				PRINCE

			

		

		
			
				The most important thing is to be true to yourself, but I also like danger. That’s what’s missing from pop music today. There’s no excitement or mystery.

				Prince, about the stale state of pop music, interview with Richard Harrington, Washington Post, July 29, 1984.
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				The key to longevity is to learn every aspect of music that you can.

				Prince, about learning his craft, said live on The View TV Show, 2010.
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				PRINCE

			

		

		
			
				All people care about nowadays is getting paid, so they try to do just what the audience wants them to do. I’d rather give people what they need rather than just what they want.

				Prince, on giving his audience what they want, interview with Robert Hilburn, Los Angeles Times, November 21, 1982.
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				Like books and black lives, albums still matter.

				Prince, on the importance of albums, said live on TV at the 57th Grammy Awards, February 8, 2015.
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				PRINCE

			

		

		
			
				I was brought up in a black and white world. I dig black and white; night and day, rich and poor, man and woman. I listen to all kinds of music and I want to be judged on the quality of my work, not on what I say, nor on what people claim I am, nor on the colour of my skin.
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