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A Surprise Trip
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Chapter One


A Holiday in Enchanted Valley


“Get ready, Emily – here comes a big wave!” cried Aisha Khan. She was lying face-down on her surfboard, gripping the edge. As the wave came towards her, Aisha leaped to her feet. She balanced carefully, ready to ride the wave as it lifted up her surfboard …




[image: images]





Emily Turner, Aisha’s best friend, grinned up at her. She was lying on her surfboard too, but the girls weren’t really in the sea – they were in the living room of Enchanted Cottage, where Aisha lived with her parents. Both girls were giddy with excitement, because their families were going on holiday together! Outside, their parents were packing suitcases and beach towels into the Khans’ car. Soon they would set off for the coast, where they were to stay in a seaside cabin. But it was pouring with rain, and their parents were wearing anoraks over their summer clothes.


“I hope it doesn’t rain while we’re on holiday,” said Aisha.


“Me too,” said Emily. She copied Aisha, jumping up so she was standing on her board.


“Nice one!” Aisha said. “You did it perfectly. That move’s called a pop up.”


“I can’t wait to try it for real!” said Emily.


“I’ll show you lots more surf moves when we get there,” Aisha said. “We can swim, too.”
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“And explore the rockpools,” added Emily. “And eat fish and chips! And …”


Emily gasped, and pointed to where their suitcases stood by the living-room door. Clipped to the handles were the girls’ special, unicorn-shaped keyrings. And they were glowing!


Aisha looked at Emily, her eyes shining. Both girls knew what this meant – Queen Aurora was calling for them! Aurora was a unicorn who ruled over Enchanted Valley, a world filled with all sorts of magical creatures. It was the girls’ special secret, and they’d had lots of amazing adventures there with their unicorn friends.


“I wonder why Queen Aurora needs us,” said Emily. “I hope Selena isn’t causing trouble again.” Selena was a nasty unicorn who thought she should be queen instead of Aurora – and would do anything to get her way!


“If she is, we’ll do our best to stop her,” Aisha said fiercely.


“Definitely,” agreed Emily.


They unclipped their keyrings from the suitcases, and glanced through the window. Their parents were still busy with the luggage, so they wouldn’t see what happened next – and the girls knew no time passed while they were in Enchanted Valley, so they wouldn’t miss a moment of their holiday! Tingles of excitement ran through them, like the delicious, shivery feeling of eating cold ice cream. Smiling at each other, they touched the horns of their unicorn keyrings together …


Swooooosh! Blue, green and white sparkles swirled around the girls. They felt their feet leave the living-room carpet, and a breeze whipped their hair and their clothes. Then the sparkles started to fade and the girls gently drifted down again, so they were standing on lush green grass in warm sunshine. They were back in Enchanted Valley!


Holding hands, Aisha and Emily ran across the grass. Before them stood Queen Aurora’s golden palace. Climbing roses covered the walls, filling the air with their sweet scent. Magnificent turrets, like twisted unicorn horns, stood at each corner of the palace, glinting under the cornflower-blue sky.


Standing on the drawbridge was a tall unicorn wearing a delicate silver crown. Her coat shimmered with the colours of a sunrise – fiery reds, warm oranges and soft pinks. She lowered her elegant horn to greet the girls.
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“Queen Aurora!” cried Emily and Aisha together, and threw their arms around her long neck in a hug.
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“It’s lovely to see you, girls,” Aurora said. Her voice was sweet and low. “Welcome back!”


Around Aurora’s neck was a beautiful locket. Inside it, two tiny suns circled together, as if they were playing. Every unicorn had a locket and the responsibility of looking after something special in Enchanted Valley. The girls knew that Aurora’s friendship locket gave her the magic she needed to take care of all the friendships in Enchanted Valley.


“It’s so nice to be here again,” said Emily. “But why did you summon us, Aurora? Has Selena done something bad?”


Queen Aurora shook her head, making her mane swirl around her. “Oh, no! Enchanted Valley is safe and sound, I’m very glad to say.” Her eyes danced. “I called you here today to give you a special invitation. How would you like a trip to one of my favourite places in the kingdom: Holiday Island?”


“Really?” Aisha cried. She jumped around in excitement.


“That sounds amazing!” said Emily, and gave Aurora another hug.


Aurora laughed. “You’ll have a wonderful time. Sparklebeam, the Holiday Island Unicorn, has invited you to stay overnight, to make it a proper holiday.”


“What about you, Aurora?” Aisha asked. “Can you come, too?”


Aurora brushed her nose against Aisha’s cheek fondly. “I must stay here today because I have so much royal paperwork to attend to. But I’ll join you tomorrow.”


A sound carried towards them on the gentle breeze. Toooooot! Toot, toot, toooooot!


“That’s the horn of the Mint Choc Ship,” explained Queen Aurora. “It’s the boat that will take you and the other holidaymakers to Holiday Island. It’s about to depart!”


Aisha gave a groan of dismay. “But we’ll never get to the shore in time,” she said. “We’ll miss the boat – and miss our holiday!”
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Chapter Two


All Aboard!


“Don’t worry, girls,” Queen Aurora said. “No one is late for the Mint Choc Ship!”


Before Aisha and Emily could ask what she meant, a beautiful beam of rainbow light shot across the sky. The end curved down towards them, and landed on the ground in front of the girls’ feet. It was wide and gently sloping, like a bridge. They gazed at it in wonder.
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“The rainbow will take you to the boat,” Aurora said. “But you can’t go on holiday without luggage!”


She waved her horn, and a shower of pink sparks swirled around it. With a flash, two suitcases appeared beside the girls, a shimmering ticket sitting atop each one with the girls’ names printed clearly on them.


“Keep those safe,” Queen Aurora told them. “Now step on to the rainbow – and have fun!”


Emily went first. She placed one foot on to the shimmering rainbow – and, to her amazement, it was solid! Aisha stepped up beside her. The rainbow began to move, carrying them forwards and up. “Wow!” cried Aisha, giggling in delight.


They waved down at Queen Aurora. Soon they had left her and the palace far behind, as the rainbow carried them up through the sky, over flower-sprinkled meadows, and down towards the coast. The sand was white, and the sun flashed on the waves. Bobbing on the water was a chocolate-brown boat with pale green sails decorated with polka dots.


“It looks just like mint chocolate chip ice cream,” said Emily, pointing. “It must be the Mint Choc Ship!”


They moved down towards the deck. As they got closer, they saw that the rainbow was shining from the outstretched wings of a parrot! He had rainbow-coloured feathers and wore a sailor’s hat. Other holidaymakers were already on board the ship – a group of monkeys wearing matching sunhats, and some pufflebunnies who were playing catch. The boat was buzzing with excited chatter.
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When the girls had wheeled their suitcases down on to the deck, the parrot lowered his wings and the rainbow vanished. “Ahoy there!” he squawked. “Welcome aboard! I’m Captain Prism.”


“Captain Prism …” said Emily thoughtfully. “Oh, I read about prisms in one of my science books! They’re glass triangles that separate white light into the colours of the rainbow,” she told Aisha. “Your name suits you, Captain Prism!”
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The parrot ruffled his feathers happily. “Thank you! Please could you show me your tickets?”The girls did so, and Captain Prism clipped the tickets with his beak. “Attention, all holidaymakers!” he squawked. “It’s time to weigh anchor, hoist the mainsail and set our course for Holiday Island!”
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