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INTRODUCTION


For some story writers, ideas simply pop into their heads and
they can turn them into an exciting story in a jiffy. For most of
us, there’s more to it than that.


We have to hunt our ideas down.


We have to work out how to make our main character
really interesting.


We have to remember to describe in detail the place the
story is set so readers can picture it.


And we have to make sure there’s enough going on at all
times so readers turn the page.


This book will help
you come up with
brilliant ideas. It will
give you ways to bring
your character and
setting to life, to make
sure your story has
a gripping beginning,
middle and end, and
to polish your writing
skills along the way.
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Why writing?


We write books for the same reasons that we read books.
Reading can help us make sense of our world, especially when
we’re in a tricky situation. It can let us escape our own world
and explore incredible or scary new ones. It can show us what
it might feel like to be in someone else’s shoes – that helps us
develop empathy, which means understanding other people
and their problems. It can let us try on new lives for size, so we
can work out who we want to be when we grow up. (I’m still
working on that one!) Writing does all these important things
and more.


Most of all, though, we write because it’s fun. I hope this book
helps you to have fun when you’re writing, too.
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GETTING READY


What do you need?


Before you begin writing, you’ll need some basic tools. Keep
them with you at all times in case inspiration strikes. You never
know when that may be!


Pens and paper


Lots of writers type straight on to a screen, because
it makes changing your mind really easy, but a
notebook is cheaper. It’s also very easy to carry
round with you, which is really important in
case you get a great idea when you’re in the
car or on the bus. Make sure you always keep
a back-up pen and a pencil sharpener! There’s
nothing more annoying than running out of ink
or breaking a pencil lead when you’re trying to
write down a brilliant idea in full flow.


Your imagination


This is the most important tool of all. You should already
have this on you, but perhaps it’s a little rusty. If so, turn to
page 6 in a moment for some warm-up exercises to ease it
into action.


Where shall I write?


It may sound silly, but finding the right place to write is really
important. All authors have their favourites. Roald Dahl had his
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own writing shed at the bottom
of the garden. J.K. Rowling famously
wrote the first Harry Potter book
in a café. What about you? Do
you need a desk or a table? Or
would you rather be curled up
in a den in the bedroom? Do you
need peace and quiet or does some
background noise help to inspire
you? There’s no right answer, just
the right answer for you.


When shall I write?


Some writers are up with the lark, and get down their ideas
first thing in the morning. Others are ‘night owls’ and prefer to
write at the end of the day. Some write for just minutes and
others for hours on end. Again, there’s no right answer – just
whatever works best for you.


What you won’t need:


A dictionary (not yet anyway)!


Spelling, punctuation and grammar all matter, of course,
but try not to worry too much about things like commas
and semi-colons at this stage. Concentrate on fabulous
characters and sensational settings. You can go back and
correct things later.


Now you’re ready for the next stage. This is where you’ll be
able to work on essential skills that will help you to conjure up
brilliant characters and settings, to decide on a writing style,
and to structure a story so it keeps readers gripped.
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WARMING UP


Writing’s like any sport or hobby, from dancing, to football, to
playing the violin. You have to practise to get good and stay
good, and you also need to warm up before you get stuck in.
Try these exercises to help you flex your writing muscles and
wake up your imagination.


Build up your own dictionary


Make word lists for different objects, making sure you use all
your senses.


What descriptive words come to mind when you think of
these things or places? Some of them might not sound
very exciting, but think hard and look hard and you’ll find
something interesting about even the most ordinary object.





























