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World History Period Study



How the Period Study will be examined




Overview of the Period Study – Russia, 1894–1945: Tsardom and communism

Period Studies are about understanding the narrative (story) across a period of important change or developments:



	Each study focuses on one country and its domestic history (rather than the international situation) over a 50-year period.

	Each focuses on two key related developments and the impact these developments had on people.

	You investigate these developments from different perspectives: political, social and cultural, economic, the role of ideas and of key individuals and groups.

	You will also need to understand and evaluate interpretations of the period you have studied.








There are a number of key skills you will need for the Period Study

[image: image]




There are four main question types in the British Depth Study exam

This is Section A of Paper 1. It is worth 40 marks in total. You will be asked the following types of question.



	
How do interpretations differ? (4 marks)
You will be given two interpretations and will need to work out what each is arguing. You will then need to consider how similar or different these arguments are. The focus in question 1 is on the content of the interpretations.



	
Why do interpretations differ? (4 marks)
You will have to explain why the interpretations you have looked at are different. This will involve looking at the provenance of the interpretations and then explaining reasons why they might have different views.



	
How convincing are these interpretations? (8 marks)
You will use your own contextual knowledge of the period to evaluate how accurate (convincing) the content of the interpretations is. You will need to support and challenge the claims made in both interpretations.

Questions 1–3 are closely linked. They deal with the same two interpretations.

The rest of the questions test your knowledge and understanding and are not based on the interpretations.



	
Describe … (4 marks)
You will need to give a brief but precise summary of a key topic, event or development using specific factual knowledge.



	
In what ways … ?(8 marks)
You will be asked to explain how a key development affected a situation or a group of people. You will need to use specific factual knowledge to show the impacts of this development.



	
Essay question(12 marks)
You will be given two factors, events or individuals and asked to evaluate the extent of their importance or impact, or how extensive the impact of a key development was on them. You will need to structure your answer as an essay, include a range of factual detail and come to a judgement.










How we help you develop your exam skills



	The revision tasks help you build understanding and skills step by step. For example:
Eliminate irrelevance will help you to focus on the question.

Develop the explanation will help you to make your writing more analytical.

Spot the interpretation will help you to identify arguments in an interpretation.

Support or challenge will help you to write balanced essays.



	The practice questions give you exam-style questions.

	Exam focus on pages 44–47 gives you model answers for each question type.





Plus:

There are annotated model answers for every practice question online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.










Part 1 The end of Tsardom



1.1 Russia’s economy and society




Key point

Industrialisation from the late nineteenth century had economic, social and political consequences which became very important in 1917. Production increased, which pleased the Tsar. However, as more people moved to cities looking for work and experienced the terrible living and working conditions, the demands for reform and support for opposition groups increased.




Russia was becoming industrialised  and production was increasing towards the end of the nineteenth century




	Tsars Alexander II and Alexander III had wanted Russia to become an industrial power to compete with other European countries.

	Sergei Witte was Nicholas II’s Finance Minister and his policies aimed to expand Russia’s industrialisation programme.

	Oil, coal and iron production almost trebled between 1890 and 1900 in a period labelled by some historians as the ‘Great Spurt’ to indicate the rapid progress in industrialisation.

	The small middle class of lawyers, doctors and shopkeepers became much larger as they were joined by capitalists – industrialists, bankers, traders and businessmen.






Workers in the cities experienced terrible living and working conditions




	The populations of cities such as Moscow and St Petersburg grew rapidly as peasants moved there for work. Some returned to the countryside for the harvest.

	Some of the problems experienced by workers included overcrowded living conditions, poor food quality, disease and alcoholism.

	Workers could not challenge the brutal discipline or twelve-to-fifteen-hour days as trade unions were illegal.

	The government did nothing to stop child labour or ensure workers’ safety.

	The capitalists were interested in making profit and controlling their workers and this often led to clashes which would become more and more important up to 1917.






Peasants in the countryside experienced terrible living and working conditions




	Eighty per cent of the Russian population were peasants. Famines occurred regularly in the countryside and life expectancy was only 40 years of age.

	Land was in short supply as the population had increased by 50 per cent between 1860 and 1897 and much of the land in Russia was unsuitable for farming. There was a small group of rich peasants called kulaks.

	The mir divided land up among a village community with each family receiving a strip and using ancient farming methods. For most peasants the living and working conditions were terrible.

	Religion (the Russian Orthodox Church) was very important to peasants and most supported the Tsar because their local priest told them to be loyal.

	Some peasants began to support opposition groups such as the Socialist Revolutionaries due to anger about how much land the aristocracy, church and Tsar owned.






The aristocracy was mostly wealthy and powerful




	The aristocracy represented only about 1.5 per cent of the population but owned about 25 per cent of the land. It was an important group in supporting the Tsar and the autocratic system.

	Aristocrats were often very wealthy and had very comfortable lives either in the countryside or in the cities. Those in the countryside controlled the peasants on their estates. Some of those in the cities began to make money by investing in new industries.

	Landowners often had roles in the zemstva or even in the Tsar’s government. They were loyal to the Tsar and did not want Russia to change.

	A few aristocrats were struggling financially and had to sell their land.

	There was fear about peasant uprisings and land seizures by those who worked on the land.






Test yourself



	Who were the capitalists and what were they interested in achieving?

	Why were most peasants loyal to the Tsar?








Topic summary

Complete the following mind map to summarise the state of the Russian economy and society at the end of the nineteenth century.

This will make it easier to write analytical answers. Try to be as specific as possible as the mark schemes ask you to use specific, detailed knowledge. The first one has been started for you.
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TIP

You should be writing two paragraphs in answer to an 8-mark question. Make sure you consider a different impact or change in each paragraph. If your first paragraph considers difficulties in the cities, your second paragraph could explore new opportunities for the aristocracy. Considering the impact on different groups will allow you to make a short comparison of impact and access the top level of the mark scheme.




Practice question

Describe two problems faced by the Tsarist regime at the end of the nineteenth century. (4 marks)




 Structure the detail

Question 5 of your exam focuses on how a key development affected a situation or a group of people. For example:

In what ways were the lives of Russians affected by industrialisation at the end of the nineteenth century? (8 marks)

Here are some facts about industrialisation at the end of the nineteenth century. Turn these into a paragraph that could form part of your answer to the question.



	Alcoholism was common.

	The population of Russia doubled between 1860 and 1897.

	Disease spread quickly.

	Working days in a factory were between twelve and fifteen hours on average.

	Trade unions were illegal.

	Many peasants moved to cities such as St Petersburg and Moscow.












1.2 Nicholas II’s autocracy and the growth of revolutionary opposition




Nicholas II was an ineffective Tsar controlling an autocratic system





	Autocratic system
	Nicholas’ individual style





	


	The Tsarist regime had not granted any political rights to the Russian people

	The Tsar could appoint whoever he wanted to government positions

	Local governors and zemstva helped to control Russia

	The mir controlled peasants but could be overruled by land captains (usually minor landlords)

	Emergency laws allowed the police to arrest suspected opponents of Tsarism, censor newspapers and issue fines 

	10,000 police officers dealt with political opponents

	The Okhrana spied on suspected opponents of the regime

	The army and Cossacks dealt with rebellions






	


	Committed to autocracy and believed that God had chosen him to rule

	Appointed friends and family to government positions regardless of their ability

	Nicholas was a poor manager, refusing to chair the Council of Ministers and meeting ministers individually. This created rivalry between government departments

	Talented Chief Ministers were sacked – Sergei Witte in 1906 and Peter Stolypin was assassinated before Nicholas could sack him in 1911

	Wasted time with small tasks such as appointing provincial midwives rather than delegating and dealing with nationwide matters












Revolutionary opposition increased at the start of the twentieth century


There were three main opposition groups at the beginning of the twentieth century.
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The October Manifesto helped to end the 1905 revolution




	January 1905, Bloody Sunday: Father Gapon led 200,000 peaceful protesters to the Winter Palace in St Petersburg with a petition asking for changes. Tsarist troops opened fire, killing over 100 and injuring hundreds more.

	Protests and strikes continued throughout 1905. Over 2.8 million workers participated in 14,000 strikes. There were many peasant rebellions in the countryside.

	
Soviets were established in around 80 towns around Russia in 1905. The most important were in St Petersburg and Moscow. They were a sign that many Russian people wanted to be involved in governing the country.

	In June 1905 sailors on the Battleship Potemkin mutinied in support of striking workers.

	The October Manifesto saved Tsarism. In it, the Tsar promised to create a Duma (elected assembly) and grant freedom of speech and the right to form political parties.

	The Manifesto divided the Tsar’s opponents. The army was used to crush remaining opposition including the soviets.






Key point

Nicholas ruled as Russia faced economic and social change and opposition to an unpopular system. He was unwilling and unable to adapt to these changes in order to retain the support of the Russian people.
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