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			Preface


			Peeking out the window to see a world quieted by freshly fallen snow is a matchless joy, promising a day filled with wintry adventures bookended by warm, nourishing meals. As brisk weather slows our daily pace, we find more reasons to gather and time to cook, because as much as we love skiing, sledding, skating, snowshoeing, and snowball fighting, ultimately, when the wind is whipping up outside, we take a shine to being inside. Braving the chill makes the chili/braise/no-holds-barred cabin bar feel like just deserts—and speaking of desserts, any season all about enjoying them is A-OK with us. (If that’s you, too, turn directly to chapter 5.)


			We hope you’ll use this book as a guide to creating holiday-level happiness on any given day, whether as a primer for a party or a planner for a week filled with Alpine-inspired activities, which could take place in a snowy cabin, a ski house rental, an Alsatian chalet (our personal sugarplum dream), or your own festive home. You’ll find in this book a surfeit of fireside snacks, suppers that—whether because they come together easily or are even better warmed up the next day—keep you in the conversation and not just the kitchen, delicious desserts, bountiful booze, and beautiful breakfasts. There’s enough chocolate and cheese in here to transport you to a Swiss mountaintop, but if that’s not your fantasy destination, the menus throughout the book can whisk you to any number of idyllic escapes. Many of the projects in these pages, such as Perfect Your Raclette Etiquette and our dumpling deep dive (see Much Ado About Dumplings–Pleat and Eat: A Dumpling Pictorial), are essentially group activities that end in a meal. You’ll also find ways to cook for a delightful date, provision a snowshoe picnic, and ace feeding a hungry family in the poorly equipped kitchen of a faraway dwelling.


			With an eye to that getaway-cabin scenario, before you hit the road, check the packing lists of essential equipment that follow the recipes you’re planning to make. That way you won’t leave home without your Microplane grater (which is probably a principle to live by) or can anticipate what you might need to improvise/compromise. Given that you might be stocking a bar for a weekend, not a lifetime, we aimed for a broad cocktail list intended to offer options to explore a new interest. Whether you’re a mezcal maven or a Scotch savant, we suggest that you pick a snowy lane (in the form of a good bottle) and stick with it. When it comes to pantry ingredients, look to the bulk bins to buy small quantities so you’ll have the freshest spices while you’re on the road—particularly for those gingerbread spices you’re less likely to use year-round. (Note: All recipes were developed using Diamond Crystal kosher salt.)


			This is the season of dinners with friends, game nights with family, baking projects, and a pot of soup perpetually warming on the stovetop to feed anyone who wanders out of their book nook looking for lunch. Whether you’re planning for yourself, a pair, or a crowd; whether you’re a beginner or an experienced cook; whether you’re just here for the fondue or the stocking stuffer (the book fits—we checked); we hope you’ll find something that delights you in these pages.


			Now let’s hope for a snow day! And be sure to show off your delicacies as you do. Join us online at #snowycabincookbook to share your sundries, see photos that inspired the beautiful illustrations by Monica Dorazewski, and pop by with any questions for a virtual fireside chat. In the season in which everyone gravitates to the kitchen, we couldn’t be happier to have you in ours.


			xo, 


			Marnie and Jen
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				Chapter 1


			From Snowshoes to Slippers


			When contemplating your snow-day foray, certain frigid-­weather fundamentals must be taken into account while planning and packing, lest you accidentally barrel into the backcountry sans striped retro ski suits, schnitzel fixings, or the shotski. This concise cabin compendium will guide you from home to lodge hearth, helping to ensure that the family snowmobile is properly outfitted with tire chains and emergency road snacks, every mitten has a match and every leaky snow tube a patch, no fewer than a dozen cabin fever relievers are at the ready should blizzard-induced boredom set in, and the slow cooker and schnapps are firmly stowed somewhere between the snowboard boots and the après-ski Snuggies.







			Cabin Compendium


			Hygge How-To


			Scout Your Slope


			At Which Chalet Will You Stay?


			Watch Sparks Fly


			Come on Baby, Light My Fire


			Ski Slang


			Tips and Tricks: Tools


			99 Ways (and Counting) to Use a Mug


			Reindeer Games: Cabin Fever Relievers


			Scour the Snowscape: A Winter Scavenger Hunt


			Darling, Disaster! 10 Cabin Crises Averted


			Visitors’ Book Bons Mots


			The Ultimate Sleigh Soiree


			What’s in Your Duffel? The Definitive Packing List







			Cabin Compendium


			Much like a handful of snow down the back of your coat collar, forgetting something vital on a snow play getaway—be it boots, bourbon, or to buy firewood—is a dire and dismaying surprise. Stick close to these cold-weather canons, and rest assured that you’ll never be bereft of tire chains (or tasty snacks to eat while watching someone else put them on), craving chili con carne sans a slow cooker, gazing gloomily at a cold and empty fireplace, or up Beaver Creek without a radler.


			Fleece Release


			Assuming you did in fact pack it away last spring, it’s time to haul your winter wardrobe up from the basement, down from the attic, or out of the oven (you’ll need the oven space for Chalet Cassoulet, anyway). This is the time for those warm woolly sweaters, luscious layers of fleece, faux fur–trimmed waterproof boots, and mismatched mittens to shine. It’s also a good opportunity to check that your gear’s in order: every ski and pole needs a partner, every helmet needs a pair of good-fitting goggles, and every pair of ice skates needs a pair of padded undershorts.


			Snowmobile Sensibilities


			Before setting your sleigh’s GPS to Timberline or Telluride, be sure it’s road ready: check the tire treads and pressure; make sure the wiper blades and battery are in mint condition; pack the jumper cables, tire chains, snow scraper, and a compact folding snow shovel; and compile an emergency kit with food, water, a first-aid kit, flashlights, flares, blankets, and a bag of sand or cat litter to provide traction for particularly serious stuck-wheel situations (cat optional, but cozy).
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			Meal Plan


			If traveling with cold-weather cohorts, before you begin packing, start a shared online spreadsheet for menu planning and cooking assignments. Determine who’s in charge of each fireside feast (and the resulting dish duty), what ingredients and equipment are needed, and, perhaps paramount, who has bar duty, because those calvados cocktails aren’t going to mix themselves. Keep a tally of expenses, and settle up via Venmo.


			Cabin Crew


			Goggles and gloves are helpful—some might say mandatory—when on a mountain mini break, but hell hath no fury like a famished group of melted-cheese-obsessed rippers and shredders who’ve just been informed that the cabin has no raclette grill. If your kitchen is operating with a skeleton crew, equipment-wise, think about adding a few helping hands— a slow cooker, cast-iron skillet, sharp chef’s knife, and wine opener—as well as a few fun extra-credit add-ons: the aforementioned raclette grill, a fondue set, and an electric skillet (for panfrying dozens of dumplings at once; see How to Cook a Dumpling). Not to mention a Flexible Flyer for schlepping everything.


			Boot Brigade


			As snow bunnies return to home base and snow pants and ski poles start to fly, all sense of cabin order can quickly become buried under a pile of soggy wool socks. Establish a faux foyer if there isn’t a real one, leaving snowy boots by the door and keeping equipment neatly corralled. Check the laundry room for a lightweight folding drying rack or two to create extra space for hanging wet bibs, beanies, snow picnic blankets, and swimsuits (should your chalet have a hot tub).


			Contingency Cans


			Fresh powder and power lines don’t always get along, so be sure you’ve got a backup plan should a whiteout be on the way. Stockpile firewood and flashlights; keep snacks and ready-to-warm soups on hand; stow a few gallons (12 L) of drinking water per person; buy a supply of instant coffee, tea, and tipples; and remember that cornmeal pancakes taste all the more delicious when flipped in a cast-iron skillet heated atop the potbelly stove.
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			Hygge How-To


			In Denmark and Norway, where the winters are cold and dark, the art of creating a deliciously cozy refuge is called hygge (hue-gah), the basic goal of which is making every room feel like the place you’d most want to take a nap. It’s been a few years since we first discovered there was a word for our favorite feeling, and now we’ve pretty much perfected it. Apply the practice by stocking these homey essentials.
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			Wood-Burning Fireplace


			Aka the heart of the hygge.
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			Just a Smudge


			Light a little sage or palo santo to clear the cabin’s energy and raclette aroma.
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			Shearling Slippers


			Because it’s ughs vs. Uggs.
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			Trivial Pursuits


			Pick your pleasure: puzzles, games, yarn-related crafts, punch-needle embroidery.
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			Scented Candles


			Vanilla, tobacco, sandalwood > ski boots, fondue, bunk room.
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			Throw Blankets


			Drape ’em by the dozen.
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			Flannel Sheets


			Herein, hospitable hibernation.
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			Electric Kettle


			Keep the hot drinks flowing.
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			Hot-Water Bottle


			Tuck one into each bed when it’s time for a nightcap.
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			Whiskey Bar


			Fully stocked with our favorite mixer: no judgment.





			Scout Your Slope


			Poring over French chalet profile pictures to find just the right plunge pool and wraparound terrace, filtering through word-of-mouth recommendations for the most fetching log A-frame on the Roaring Fork River, watching igloo-building how-to videos on YouTube—it’s hard work hunting for the perfect snow shelter, but all that legwork will be well worth it when you’re sipping post-slope hot whiskey ciders by a crackling fire as the Northern Lights flicker overhead.




			Topography


			☐	Gentle, snowy, tree-speckled slope positioned squarely beneath an aurora


			☐	Devoid of raccoon, cougar, wolf, and wolverine dens


			☐	A safe distance from the beginning, middle, or end of an avalanche zone


			☐	Near or in a small town that looks like it came straight out of a Hallmark holiday movie


			☐	Scenic mountain meadow, Mariah Carey’s Christmas tree, or Olympic super-G finish line views




			Amenities


			☐	Wood-burning fireplace


			☐	Wood


			☐	Snow-veiled back porch hot tub


			☐	Twelve-person cedar sauna


			☐	Walking distance to the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar




			Not Within 100 Feet of Site


			☐	Snowplow storage yard


			☐	Large, energetic groups of snowmobile racers


			☐	Polar bear burrow


			☐	Biathlon firing range


			☐	Annie Wilkes’s house


			If you’ve checked all the boxes, congratulations—you’re ready to cozy up in comfort!
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			At Which Chalet Will You Stay?


			Whether you’re planning on going five-star in the Swiss Alps or pitching a snow tent, this simple, straightforward yes-or-no decision tree will help you find just the right spot to hang your beanie at the end of a long and satisfying snow day.
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			Hooray! You’ve found your home sleet home!


			


			Watch Sparks Fly
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			When the weather outside is frightful, a fire is so delightful—except if you’re dashing around, frantically flinging open doors and windows, and fanning out smoke, because you forgot to open the damper. Before you throw in the kitchen towel,* consult this guide to setting up a cozy, flickering fire, which is the heart of cabin life and absolutely essential, no matter how much drama it takes to get there.


			Hearth Housekeeping


			Cozy up to the fireplace in seven foolproof steps.


			1.	Gather dry logs, kindling (small sticks the width of candy canes), and tinder (twigs, newspaper twists, fire starters).


			2.	Sweep the hearth of excess ash (greater than a 1-inch/2.5 cm depth) and cart it away in a metal pail.


			3.	Open the damper.


			4.	Double-check that you opened the damper.


			5.	Did you really open the damper?


			6.	Prime the flue to guard against the possibility of a smoke-filled living room by either waiting 30 minutes for ambient room air to displace cold air or lighting a roll of newspaper and holding it up the chimney to warm things up.


			7.	Now lay the fire. While there are many A+ methods for doing so, we’re all for the way that allows the fire to self-feed while you sit back with your boots up. It’s called an upside-down fire, and here’s how you build it: Set two logs in a parallel position (on the log holder, if there is one), top with two more logs in the opposite parallel position (aka Lincoln Log–style), top those with a layer of kindling, and finish with a layer of tinder. Light from the top and sit back to admire your homey handiwork.


			Song of Ice and Fire


			Neither snow nor sleet should keep you from s’mores outdoors. Set up a bonfire like so.


			1.	Scout a spot that’s protected from the wind and features no low-hanging, snow-laden branches above.


			2.	Find a large, flat rock to use as the fire floor, or build a platform of wood, rocks, or a sheet pan.


			3.	Lay the fire as instructed in step 7 of Hearth Housekeeping.


			4.	Set logs around the fire for seating, and gather the other s’mores essentials: roasting sticks, marshmallows, graham crackers, and chocolate—and wet wipes (just kidding, but not kidding).


			A Word on Woodstoves


			Decode the mysteries of the cabin’s sole heat source in seven steps.


			1.	When faced with an unfamiliar woodstove, the first step is to figure out how to maximize airflow. Open the air intake with the lever located under or beside the door. Next, open the damper above the firebox that controls the flue.


			2.	Pile tinder inside the firebox and top with kindling. Light a small fire, keeping the door open until the kindling lights, then add more kindling and close the door, without latching it.


			3.	Once the fire is established, add a log and close and latch the door. Wait about 10 minutes, until the log is burning, open the door slowly (to avoid introducing a gust of air into the burn box and having to start over), and add a few logs. Relatch the door.


			4.	Once the logs catch, close the damper two-thirds of the way. The goal is to let enough air into the woodstove to allow the logs to burn down to hot coals, but not so much that all the warmth goes right up the chimney rather than into the cabin.


			5.	When only coals remain, use your fire tools to rake the coals toward the front of the stove, add more wood, and close the damper three-quarters of the way. If you’re going to sleep, or leaving the cabin, close the damper most of the way, but never entirely.


			6.	In the morning, or every 24 hours, shovel the ashes from the firebox into a metal bucket to prevent a buildup of more than 1 inch (2.5 cm) of ash.


			7.	Accept all compliments from cabinmates; you’re practically a pioneer.
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			Come on Baby, Light My Fire


			Whether you’re an off-the-cuff cabinmate rummaging through the cupboards for creative kindling, or a plan-ahead partyer looking for DIY starters to store fireside, with the help of this guide, you’ll never again find yourself flameless.
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			Citrus Bundles


			When you’re flying through satsumas in peak citrus season, dry the peels on a plate for 3 days (or in a 200ºF/95ºC oven for 30 minutes). Roll tightly in a sheet of newspaper and bind with twine.
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			Wax-Dipped Pinecones


			Use tongs to dip dried pinecones in melted paraffin wax. Set on a wire rack to harden. Or, to cue up eye-catching white flames, sprinkle the hot wax with Epsom salts before cooling.
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			Good Herbs


			Gather bunches of lavender, sage, rosemary, and thyme before the first frost. Bind with twine and hang to dry.
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			Various and Sundry Household Items


			Raid the laundry room for dryer lint, the bathroom for cotton balls, and your home office for shredded mail, then stuff them into the compartments of a cardboard egg carton to tear off and use as needed.
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			Fatwood


			Pick up a box of this resin-rich, chemical-free sustainable kindling that’s harvested from the stumps of pine trees. Just a few sticks will start a fire and leave behind little ash.
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			Potato Chips


			When all else fails, sacrifice snacks to a higher purpose. Any greasy chip will do.





			Ski Slang


			When ski lingo and après-ski lingo cross paths and you need a translator to sort out exactly what everyone’s talking about, consult this handy glossary.


			Balaclava (noun). Snug knit cap that covers the head and neck. 


			vs. 


			Baklava (noun). Greek feast’s grace note.


			Crust (noun). Crunchy top layer of snow. 


			vs. 


			Crust (noun). Best bit of the Root Vegetable, Red Chard, Rosemary, and Rye Galette.


			Death cookies (noun). Dangerous chunks of ice created by snowmakers and snow groomers. 


			vs. 


			Cookies (noun). Dangerous chunks of butter, sugar, and flour created by snow-angel makers.


			French fries and pizza (nouns). Go-to moves on the bunny hill. 


			vs. 


			French fries and pizza (nouns). Items we shouldn’t have ordered at two a.m.


			Hot dog (noun). Show-off snowboarder catching big air in the park. 


			vs. 


			Hot dog (noun). Lunch.


			Jerry (noun). Inexperienced skier with a gobsmacking inner guide. 


			vs. 


			Jerry (noun). Beloved Vermont ice cream maker; usage “Ben &.”


			Lunch tray (noun). Snowboard; sounds like “launch tray.” 


			vs. 


			Lunch tray (noun). Viable sled alternative.


			Powpow (noun). Freshly fallen snow. 


			vs. 


			Powpow (noun). Sound made fighting for the last bite of Caffè Corretto Mousse.


			Shred (verb). To ski or snowboard with passion and proficiency. 


			vs. 


			Shred (verb). To follow the instructions regarding the mozzarella.


			Six-pack (noun). Fully loaded six-person chairlift. 


			vs. 


			Six-pack (noun). Fully loaded craft brew carton.
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			Tips and Tricks: Tools


			Pack these prudent portables to cook, snack, and quaff in cozy cabin comfort.
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			No-Horse Open Sleigh


			To speed up and stylize car-to-cabin schlepping.
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			Knife and Cutting Board


			For slicing and dicing hot-pot heatables.
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			Cheese Slicer


			Because there will be raclette, and lots of it.
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			Thermos


			Stow slopeside sips, be they of the hot chocolate or hot-toddy variety.
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			Fireplace Popcorn Popper


			When ambience transcends efficiency.
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			Electric Kettle


			For those immediate mint tea, spiced cider mix, and instant noodle cup needs.
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			Bar Tool Travel Kit


			Never leave home without a shaker, strainer, jigger, and muddler again.
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			Rimmed Sheet Pan


			One-pan supper hero; doubles as a snow saucer in a pinch.
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			Slow Cooker


			A luscious roast goes in, you go out—dinner prep: done.
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			Cast-Iron Skillet


			For makin’ bacon, pan pizza, and big burly brownie sundaes.
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			Fondue Set


			Melt cheese, chocolate, and melted-­cheese-and-chocolate-loving hearts.
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			Shabu-Shabu Pot


			Neatly divided for those who like it spicy hot and those who do not.





			99 Ways (and Counting) to Use a Mug


			1.	Snowflake catcher


			2.	Hand warmer


			3.	Super-sturdy soup bowl


			4.	Hot-toddy holder


			5.	Recipe card roost


			6.	Eggnog enclosure


			7.	Hockey puck pocket


			8.	Reindeer feeder


			9.	Snowperson prop


			10.	Gingerbread-man man cave


			11.	Snowball safekeeper


			12.	Candleholder


			13.	Candy cane cask


			14.	Slow snow shovel


			15.	Inspirational quote billboard


			16.	Hot cocoa corral


			17.	Irish coffee concealer


			18.	Stocking stuffer


			19.	Biscuit cutter


			20.	Winter wineglass


			21.	Cramped Christmas cookie jar


			22.	Cabin doorstop


			23.	Ripe pear protector


			24.	Ice-fishing hole tracer


			25.	Egg poacher


			26.	Sugarplum storage


			27.	Microwave cake maker


			28.	Soufflé baker


			29.	Dinner table placeholder


			30.	Icicle knocker-offer


			31.	Jell-O mold


			32.	Twinkle-light detangler


			33.	Pinecone pedestal


			34.	Popcorn portioner


			35.	Stew server


			36.	Boot stretcher


			37.	Boot lift


			38.	Rib roast rub receptacle


			39.	Quintessential hoardable


			40.	Mosaic material


			41.	Pint-size firepit


			42.	Quaint cabin kitsch


			43.	Poinsettia planter


			44.	Opaque parfait pot


			45.	Spider catch-and-releaser


			46.	Wee winter herb garden


			47.	Chili cauldron


			48.	Sleigh valet tip jar


			49.	Circle stamper


			50.	Pretzel mix pail


			51.	Toboggan parking block


			52.	Itty-bitty ice rink


			53.	Sled dog kibble dipper


			54.	Leaky roof lifesaver


			55.	Ice skate sharpener


			56.	Unstable umbrella bucket


			57.	Nonglamorous party swag


			58.	Jumbo ice cube mold


			59.	Hail measurer


			60.	Chowder chamber


			61.	Mug tree hanger-on


			62.	Elf step stool


			63.	Uncomfortable earmuff


			64.	Punch glass


			65.	Peppermint ice cream scooper


			66.	Kindling keeper


			67.	Spare-change jar


			68.	Tinsel trapper


			69.	Impromptu gift box


			70.	Penguin foot bath


			71.	Clunky Christmas ornament


			72.	Sugar packet pod


			73.	Holly sprig holder


			74.	Conspicuous flask


			75.	Paper clip coop


			76.	Ribbon spool


			77.	Mitten trap


			78.	Soap dish


			79.	Petite planter box


			80.	New Year’s Eve noisemaker


			81.	Knitting needle nook


			82.	Escaped fireplace coal catcher


			83.	Desk organizer


			84.	Mulled cider stein


			85.	Chickadee sanctuary


			86.	Flour fetcher


			87.	iPhone amplifier


			88.	Sponge stander-upper


			89.	Crude cruet


			90.	Gravy boat


			91.	Nonsecure safe


			92.	Measuring cup


			93.	Dolcetto decanter


			94.	Tiny trash bin


			95.	Ski trip souvenir


			96.	Beer fund bank


			97.	White elephant gift


			98.	Pre-mistletoe-kiss breath tester


			99.	Barbie Dream Chalet hot tub
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			Reindeer Games: Cabin Fever Relievers


			These fun alfresco activities will upgrade your usual reindeer games (“find the car keys we dropped in the snow” and “sprint from the front door to the recycling bin holding two bags of empty mulled wine bottles”) while raising vitamin D levels, heart rates, and cabin-fever-depleted sanity levels.


			Tic-Tac-Snow


			Stomp out an extra-large 3-by-3-square tic-tac-toe grid in fresh powder, then commence playing with snow saucers for Os and crossed skis or poles for Xs. If snow saucer and ski pole inventory is low, draw a smaller grid and employ good old pinecones and twigs.
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			Dress the Snowperson


			Take turns blindfolding players and laughing uncontrollably as they try to correctly position a carrot nose, stick mouth, pair of sunglasses, hat, scarf, and swimsuit on a premade snowperson. Extra credit to everyone if the owner of the swimsuit comes home in the middle of the game.





			Snowlympics


			Set up your own version of the Winter Games: use a snowball in place of the torch and relay race around the yard; hold a “bobsled” race using nonregulation bobsleds (e.g., unicorn snow tubes, boogie boards, chaise lounge cushions); and tamp down a long flat stretch of snow, then use Frisbees and brooms to create a lo-fi curling competition.




				[image: ]


			Fox and Geese


			In a meadow or field of freshly fallen snow, stomp out a large circle divided into eight wedges (it should look like a scrumptious snow pie). In the center, stomp out a roomy “nest,” aka the safety zone. Starting in the safety zone, all players scatter, staying strictly within the pre-stomped paths (go out of bounds, and you’re instantly the fox). The “fox” takes up the chase, until nabbing a hapless “goose,” who then becomes the fox. Keep playing until everyone’s boots have filled with snow, or until sunset, whichever comes first.





			Not Hot Potato


			Arrange everyone in a circle, mittens on, and pass around a potato-size chunk of ice while playing the Cool Runnings soundtrack. When the music stops, whoever’s holding the cold potato is out. Winner gets an extra cinnamon stick in their mulled wine.




			Scour the Snowscape: A Winter Scavenger Hunt
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			Even when the snowflakes fly, nothing escapes your eagle eye. Stroll powder-blanketed streets and slopes searching for these snow day–pertinent people, places, and things. Play until one intrepid tracker finds all twelve, or until someone appears with a tray of freshly baked Can’t Catch Me Gingerbread Cakes.


			[image: ]


			Darling, Disaster! 10 Cabin Crises Averted


			When life gave you lemons, you made limoncello. And now you’re going to need to drink it, because no matter how carefully you meal-planned or how considerately you packed, cabin time has hit a patch of black ice. Consult this guide to quell momentary mayhem and stay the course.


			1. Ghostbusters


			If you’ve sequestered yourself in the woods to deep-focus on a solo project only to suspect you’re not alone, the first line of defense is a pencil and paper. Note every ghostly incident you encounter, be it strange noises, changes in air temperature, suspicious smells, chills down your spine, and/or objects flying around the room. With your log complete, attempt to connect the phenomena to a logical pattern, such as a passing mail truck, a drafty woodstove, burnt cookies, a prankster with an ice cube, or an enthusiastic attic bat. If no such explanation presents itself, take a seat in the murder cabin’s creaky rocking chair and state your boundaries aloud (e.g., “You can turn on the old-timey television to creepy, blaring static, but only after eight a.m.”). According to most psychics, ghosts can be pretty good listeners.


			2. Shovel Off


			For all the delight incited by freshly fallen snow on the ski slopes, there’s an equal and opposite reaction when it’s spotted on the driveway. Make the most of your unenviable winter workout by keeping the loads light (< 15 pounds/7 kg) and coating the shovel with a fine spray of WD-40 to scoop the snow and let it go.


			3. Stuck in the Middle (Ear) with You


			And speaking of “Let It Go,” there’s a good chance that if you’re cooped up with a small person, your cabin time has devolved to repeat viewing of Frozen or a Frozen-adjacent film, and you’re now wrestling with an earworm. To get a song out of your head, psychologist-approved tactics include chewing gum, listening to other earworms (seems risky), or relistening to the complete song, then immediately engaging in a cognitively absorbing task, such as mastering the Elsa braid.


			4. Chill Out


			When there’s a draft in the cabin, a purpose-built pillow (or a lounging Bernese mountain dog) propped against the doorjamb dissuades cold air from crashing the cozy. Make your own (pillow, not puppy) on the fly by stuffing a pair of tube socks with kitchen towels and nesting the ankles to form a cylinder.


			5. Frosty Reception


			When there’s no garage in sight, raid the kitchen cabinets to prevent ice from forming on your car overnight. Tuck the side-view mirrors inside plastic bags secured by rubber bands. Then spray the windshield with a 3:1 solution of distilled white vinegar and water for easier scraping.


			6. Ah, Push It


			If your car won’t budge, dig out the snow around the tires and exhaust pipe, turn off the traction control, gently rock the car back and forth in a low gear, and calmly but firmly shout, “Now!” to your obliging friends.


			7. Nose for Ews


			When cabin air is less than fair, zap mold, mothball, or mildew odor by opening the windows for as long as you can bear it, sprinkling the carpets with baking soda and then vacuuming it up, and setting activated charcoal in the fustiest rooms. (Hopefully, not yours.)


			8. Shelter in the Storm


			If you’re locked out with nothing but a copy of this book and a saw, build an igloo. Start by sketching the circumference by standing still and rotating a stick in a circle. Carve a door 2 feet (60 cm) lower than the rest of the structure and dig out a tunnel for the entrance. Then use a saw to carve the hard-packed snow (below the layer your feet can depress) into large rectangular blocks. Arrange the blocks in a spiral, starting with the shorter blocks and ending with the tallest. Carve and stack more blocks, making your way inward. Finish with a center block on the roof, pack the crevices on the outside with snow, and smooth the interior. Carve a vent in the ceiling, and marvel at your icy architecture.


			9. Substitute Teacher


			You’ve made the treacherous drive back from the grocery store, only to have forgotten an ingredient. Herewith, worthy substitutions.


			Vanilla extract: rum


			Buttermilk: 1 tablespoon lemon juice or white vinegar + enough milk to equal 1 cup (240 ml)


			Cream: ¾ cup (180 ml) milk + 4 tablespoons (60 ml) melted butter


			Baking powder: 1 tablespoon baking soda + 2 tablespoons cream of tartar


			Fresh herbs (not for garnish): 1 teaspoon dried herbs for 1 tablespoon fresh herbs


			Fondue cheese: chocolate


			10. Pray for Snow


			If the only thing standing in the way of you and a snow day is, well, snow, it’s time to get superstitious. Pick one of these tried-and-(not-always)-true methods: sleep with your pajamas inside out and a spoon under your pillow; freeze a white crayon; put ice cubes on your porch (with a note of caution for your mail carrier); invest in a snowmaker.
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			Visitors’ Book Bons Mots


			Parting is such sweet sorrow, particularly when you’re staying in a well-appointed snowy cabin that you wish could be your own but, alas, is on loan to a rotating cast of holiday revelers. After packing up, sit down and take a moment to express your gratitude in the guest book. If you’re at a loss for purple prose, this Mad Libs–style template will serve as a record of your stay and keep future visitors intrigued.
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			The Ultimate Sleigh Soiree


			Turn your one-horse open sleigh into a one-course open sleigh—pause your trusty steed in a particularly scenic snowy meadow, bundle up in a soft wool blanket or three, uncap a thermos of something belly-warming and perhaps a bit boozy, set out a sumptuous ploughman’s (well, sleighman’s) lunch, hit play on Billie Holiday’s “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm,” and watch the snowflakes fall on each other’s nose, eyelashes, and Maple Walnut–Whisky Butter Tarts.
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			What’s in Your Duffel? The Definitive Packing List


			A snowy sabbatical is all the more enjoyable when you remember the aebleskiver pan, hot cocoa components, and Netflix password (because binge-watching The Great British Baking Show = blizzard backup plan), so heed this ambitious yet helpful list when setting up your cabin kitchen.
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					Please don’t; it’s a fire hazard.
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				Chapter 2


			Slope Snacks


			Any preparedness professional knows that the priority when planning the perfect winter weekend isn’t lift tickets and long underwear, it’s a seemingly bottomless stockpile of snacks, because nothing derails snow-spree glee like a Sausage Rolls and Sambal-Spiced Wings shortage. Study this chapter thoroughly and you’ll never again have to worry about coming home from the slopes, snowball fight, or ice-fishing hole without a Soft Pretzel Braids with Gooey Gouda or Sriracha-Lime Popcorn plan in place. And since suitable attire is of course a close second, priorities-wise, we’ve also included a handy guide to fireside pastimes, to fill the downtime when roasting chestnuts in a closed oven.







				Foolproof Fondue


			Alpine Cheese Board


			Fireside Picnic Duck Rillettes


			Chestnuts Roasting in a Closed Oven


			A Jumble of Jars: Selecting Store-Bought Snacks


			Moose Chow


			Whiskey and Bitters Bar Mix


			Five-Spice Candied Cashews


			Sriracha-Lime Popcorn


			Go to (Ski) Town Cauliflower Nachos


			Sambal-Spiced Wings with Yuzu Yogurt Dip


			Red Pepper–Walnut Spread and Last of the Cupboard Crackers


			Ollie Ollie Onion Dip


			Menu: Nut Mix and Chill


			Smoky Cheddar-Pecan Coins


			One Fine Tinned Fish-nic


			Soft Pretzel Braids with Gooey Gouda


			Kick-Sled Kielbasa with Maple Whole-Grain Mustard


			Cabin Attire


			Snowbound Stromboli with Arrabbiata Sauce


			Teeny Blini with Herby Horseradish Crème Fraîche


			Sausage Rolls with Pear-Sultana Chutney


			Having a Cheese Ball: A Retro Revival


			The Never Bored Game


			Smashed Potatoes with Caviar and Sour Cream


			Lodge Lunch





			Foolproof Fondue


			Serves 2


			Cheesemonger Invitational winner and coauthor of Cheese Beer Wine Cider: A Field Guide to 75 Perfect Pairings Steve Jones is a world-renowned cheese savant, so it’s no wonder he cracked the code on making a perfect fondue without special equipment. His ingenious technique involves swapping the traditional fondue pot for a small cazuela (a shallow terra-cotta baking dish) and melting the cheese in the oven rather than on the stovetop. If you don’t have a cazuela, any oven-safe dish would suit. Note: This is a moderate portion, just right for pairing with soup or serving as an appetizer. If you’re serving this as a main, or anticipating holiday appetites and wondering if you should double it, just (fon)do it. No one ever complained about too much cheese.


			1 garlic clove, halved (optional)


			2 tablespoons dry white wine


			1 teaspoon cornstarch


			1 ounce (28 g) Gruyère cheese, grated


			2 ounces (57 g) raclette cheese, grated


			Whole nutmeg


			4 slices country bread, cut into batons or cubes


			At the Cabin


			•Cazuela or other small-scale oven-safe dish, such as a mini pie dish or cocotte


			[image: ]


			1. Position a rack in the center of the oven and preheat the oven to 400ºF (200ºC). Rub the inside of a 5½-inch (14 cm) cazuela with the cut side of the garlic clove, if desired, and set it on a rimmed sheet pan. Discard the garlic.


			2. Using a fork, mix together the wine and cornstarch in a small bowl to create a slurry. Combine the slurry and cheeses in a separate small bowl and gently stir to coat. Spoon the mixture into the cazuela, and grate nutmeg over the top.


			3. Bake for 10 minutes, or until melted and smooth, stirring once around the 7-minute mark and then again when you remove the dish from the oven. Serve immediately, with the bread for dipping.


			Alpine Cheese Board


			Strike up your cheesemonger’s favorite conversation by asking after Alpine cheeses, the large-format (upward of 20 pounds/9 kg) semi-firm unpasteurized cow’s-milk cheeses that hail from the mountain range stretching across Europe. These behemoth wheels take on regionally distinct flavors (think: hay, grass, and wildflowers) through transhumance, the practice of grazing cows in the warmer lowlands in the winter and nudging them to cooler highlands come summer. Sample fervently and select your favorites from the case (or ours, below), or let your inner cheese nerd free and explore the influence of microclimates by tasting across a style. Fill your board with crackers and little bowls of cornichons, fig jam, and Dijon mustard, and serve with the wines of the region, malty beers, or crisp cider.
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