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Hello and welcome to 101 Cool 


Things To Do In Minecraft!


T


he title of the book really says it 


all, but along the way we also hope 


to give you a whole host of hints 


and tips for however you like to play this 


awesome game.


The things we suggest are split up into 


three main sections: Survival, Projects, 


and Mods. The first set of ideas will 


also help you get better at playing 


the game, the second set are packed 


with ideas to expand and improve 


your Minecraft worlds, and the last 


are ways that you can change the 


game if you want a different look or 


feel, or just a new challenge!


We hope that they are all useful and 


helpful to you… and make Minecraft even 


better. Remember to share your favourites 


with your friends - and that the most 


important thing about playing Minecraft is 


always to have fun!


Let’s GOOOOOOOOO!


WELCOME
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REMINDER


If there’s something in the game you’re 


struggling with, it’s great to go back to Creative 


Mode and give yourself a chance to practise 


any time you like!


L


ike all games, Minecraft 


takes time and practice. 


It’s worth using the 


Creative Mode to work on basic 


skills before you dive in.You 


won’t have to worry about your 


player’s health, finding food or 


mining and crafting, so it’s ideal 


for practising movement and 


hotbar selections – as well as 


block breaking and laying down 


blocks, which are vital.


When you create a new world 


in the game, you simply have to 


change the setting from ‘Survival’ 


to ‘Creative’ on the naming 


screen.


Taking a little time to wander 


in a Creative Mode world will get 


you used to the environments 


and the gameplay. Then, once 


you’ve built some cool stuff 


without having to worry about 


food or hostile mobs, it’s time to 


try Survival Mode!


1




PRACTISE YOUR 


ESSENTIAL SKILLS
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M


inecraft runs 72x faster 


than real time. An in-


game day lasts about 


20 minutes. Half of those are the 


dangerous hours of darkness, 


when – in Survival Mode – hostile 


mobs run amok. Be prepared!


To survive your first night, 


you need to quickly round up 


resources when you spawn. First 


on the list is Wood. Obtain that by 


repeatedly hitting any tree (hold 


down Attack). Collect the Wood 


blocks and place them into your 


2x2 Inventory crafting grid and 


create Planks. From those Planks 


make a Crafting Table  


(with 4x Wooden Planks).


Place the Table and Use it to 


access its 3x3 crafting area and 


recipes. Then craft some Wooden 


items - try a Pickaxe and a Sword 


– by first turning  some of your 


Planks into Sticks.


Once you have your Wooden 


tools, it’s time to mine some 


Stone blocks and gather 


Cobblestone so that you can 


make better Stone tools and 


weapons. Grab some Coal Ore 


too if you can, by digging into a 


nearby hill. 


With 8x Stone you can craft a 


furnace to cook food using your 


Wooden tools to fuel the fire!


Any mobs you can kill (Sheep, 


Pigs, Cows, Chickens) with your 


new Stone tools will provide food 


(Mutton, Pork Chops, and Steak 


being the best) – look out for 


Sheep, because you’re going to 


need their Wool too!


2


THE NIGHT


SURVIVE
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Coal is a better source of fuel, 


and can be used to craft Torches, 


which will help stop mobs 


spawning near you. 


Now we need shelter; if 


you’ve dug into a hill looking 


for Coal, you’re already part 


of the way there. If not, hollow 


out a space for yourself that 


seems defendable. Block up the 


entrance apart from 


space for a door. Craft a Door 


(6x matching Wooden Planks), 


and place it to fully enclose your 


base. You now have a base! If you 


have Wool and Wood, you could 


simply craft a Bed and jump in it 


to sleep through the night. 


REMINDER


Make sure to light your base well if you 


want to mine through the first night – 


and shut the door! 
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As food is essential,  



it’s handy to know  



that animals can be  



captured and even bred.


I


f you approach a passive 


animal (Cows, Sheep, Pigs, 


Horses, and Donkeys) with an 


empty hand, it will come towards 


you, but to capture it, you’ll need 


to be holding Wheat, Carrots, or 


Seeds – different animals have 


favourites. This will increase the 


range from which they will follow 


you to six blocks. If you build a pen 


– by digging a hole, 


building a Wall or 


laying a Fence – you 


can capture them. 


It takes practice to 


get them in! This is 


the starting point of 


making a farm.




CAPTURE AN ANIMAL
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Minecraft doesn’t  



have dogs, it has 


Wolves instead! 


W


olves can be tamed, and 


will help you in battle if 


you befriend them by 


giving them Bones – dropped 


by Skeletons, Wither Skeletons, 


Skeleton Horses, and Strays when 


they are killed, or found in Chests. 


You may need a few to keep their 


loyalty, but once you see a red 


collar around a Wolf’s neck, it will 


follow and attack pretty much all 


hostile mobs that attack you. You 


can make them sit and stay too.


If that sounds too difficult for now, 


how about getting yourself a Cat? 


Cats will follow you if you offer them 


Raw Salmon or Cod.


TAME A WOLF


(OR MAYBE JUST A CAT!)


4
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In fact there are 


several mobs in 


Minecraft that can be 


ridden in order to get 


around the map faster. 


It’s not easy, though…


H


orses, Donkeys, and Mules 


don’t need to be tamed 


with treats – you can 


mount them when you get near 


enough by jumping right on! They 


will buck and knock you off the 


first couple of times, but they will 


get used to you and let you stay 


on their backs. The appearance 


of a hearts animation near them 


will tell you it’s safe, and they can 


then be ridden whenever you like. 


The catch is, you’ll need a Saddle 


to control where you’re going, 


otherwise you’re just going 


where they want.


That’s where it gets a little 


tricky, because Saddles cannot 
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TURBO-CHARGE YOUR MINECRAFT GAMEPLAY!

























