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﻿﻿WELCOME TO SPACE, MAJOR TIM

﻿On 15 December 2015, Major Tim Peake found himself over 400,000 m above the Earth’s surface. While Britain’s Helen Sharman had visited the Mir space station in 1991, Tim was the first  official British astronaut in more  than two decades and the very  first to visit the biggest, most  advanced machine in space – the  International Space Station (ISS).

﻿Tim was taking part in ISS Expedition  46, during which he would spend  over six months in space. First there  was the tricky matter of reaching  and docking with the ISS. This was  no easy task when the ISS was  whizzing through space on  its orbit around Earth at a  ferocious speed of  27,580 km/h – travelling  over 7.6 km every second.

﻿Tim Peake  (bottom), Tim Kopra  and Yuri Malenchenko  give a final wave before  climbing into their Soyuz  spacecraft bound for  the ISS.

﻿MISSION MEMO

﻿ISS FACT FILE

﻿FIRST LAUNCHED: 1998

﻿LENGTH: 109 m

﻿MASS: 419,725 kg

﻿TYPICAL CREW: 6

﻿ISS ASTRONAUTS (2000-MID-2016): 222

﻿POWER: 8 solar panels  generating 84 kilowatts
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﻿﻿Cool under pressure

﻿Beside Tim in the cramped  surroundings of the Soyuz  capsule (below) were two  crewmates, mission commander  Yuri Malenchenko and Tim  Kopra. Malenchenko had  already spent 461 days in space  on five separate missions.  He had to call on all this  experience when the KURS  radar system, used in docking  the spacecraft with the ISS,  failed. Back on Earth, Tim’s  family and friends could only  watch the nail-biting scene as  Malenchenko skilfully took  control of the Soyuz craft and  carefully docked the spacecraft  by hand.

﻿After over two hours of  checks performed by Tim and  his crewmates, and some 8  hours and 22 minutes after  leaving Earth, airlock hatches  opened and the three space  travellers entered the ISS. Tim  was welcomed by Scott Kelly  (right), the mission commander  of the previous ISS mission,  Expedition 45. Later he enjoyed  his first meal in space – a bacon  sandwich washed down with a  cup of tea.

﻿“It was a beautiful launch. The first  sunrise was absolutely spectacular,  and we also got the benefit of a  moonrise which was beautiful to see.”

﻿Tim Peake
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﻿﻿DREAMS OF FLIGHT

﻿How did Tim become Britain’s  first European Space Agency  (ESA) astronaut and find  himself orbiting 400 km  above Earth?

﻿Timothy Nigel Peake was born  in Chichester on 7 April 1972,  just three years before the ESA  was founded. His school  reports describe him as  calm and level-headed,  and his parents marvelled  at his determination to  keep practising things he  was interested in until he  mastered them. Whether it  was running, exploring the  countryside or performing  science experiments, Tim  enjoyed a challenge.
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