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Tip


Advice on key points to help you organise, research and complete your NEA assignment in order to boost your grade.
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Summaries





•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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Content Guidance


What is the NEA?


WJEC History at A-level is assessed through five units. Four of these units are assessed by formally timed, written examinations — Unit 1 (a Period Study); Units 2 and 4 (connected Depth Studies); and Unit 3 (a Breadth Study). These units are examined and assessed by WJEC external examiners.


The fifth unit, the Non-Examination Assessment (NEA), is different. The NEA is your opportunity to produce an independent piece of work in relation to a question on an issue of historical debate. The basic stages are as follows:





•  The question that you choose to answer is agreed after negotiation with your teacher.



•  Your answer to the question is completed.



•  Your answer is assessed internally by your teacher.



•  Your answer is moderated by WJEC.





The NEA is worth 20% of the total A-level marks and is equivalent in value to each of the four written examinations. It is completed in Year 13 in most examination centres in Wales. You have to complete an essay of up to 4,000 words, which discusses different interpretations of an issue that has generated considerable historical debate.
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Tip


Don’t exceed 4,000 words. This would not fulfil the criteria for Band 6, which insist on a response that is ‘coherent, lucid, concise and well-constructed’. A range of 3,300–3,800 words is ideal.
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The NEA is essentially an investigation into and evaluation of an issue that is open to a number of different historical interpretations. You will be required to demonstrate historical knowledge of the issue or development under debate and to show that you understand why different historical interpretations have been made of those issues or developments. You will also be given the opportunity to show an understanding of the method and work of historians.
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Tip


‘Interpretations’ are judgements made by historians on historical events and developments.
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In the Non-Examination Assessment you will need to:





•  consider the developing historical debate about the issue set in the question by discussing at least two differing or contrasting historical interpretations



•  research and be aware of the work of at least two historians and their interpretations
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Tip


Discussion of the developing historical debate does not mean listing historians and their interpretations. It involves studying the reasons why such interpretations have developed.
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Sometimes the developing historical debate is defined as ‘historiography’. Sometimes ‘historiography’ is taken to mean outlining or relaying the views of a number of historians. However, this is not really what is required in your NEA. In your NEA you are expected to discuss the reasons which have encouraged the development of the historical debate regarding the set issue. This involves evaluating the historians’ interpretations by understanding the context in which they were made.


Another key part of your NEA work is that you will need to research and select a range of primary and contemporary source material. You need to discuss how and why this evidence from your range of selected sources may be of value to historians forming differing, contrasting or alternative interpretations. This goes beyond stating that ‘this source is of value to X because…’.


Your NEA requires you to use the source evaluation skills you have developed throughout your study of history to show an understanding of how historians would consider a range of primary and/or contemporary evidence in making an interpretation.
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Tip


The NEA allows you to show an understanding of how the range of primary and/or contemporary evidence can be used to support different or contrasting interpretations.
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Summary





•  The NEA allows you to use and demonstrate the skills you have already developed in your study of history.



•  You are given the opportunity to investigate, debate and come to a judgement on the issue set in your question.



•  You will need to research and evaluate primary sources of information.



•  You will need to discuss how the historical debate has developed over the set issue.
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Topics and questions


The choice of topic and question for the NEA is very wide. In order to ensure that the questions set for NEA are appropriate and consistent in what they demand of students, all questions are approved in advance by WJEC senior moderators. Approval must be sought by a teacher in your school or college.


When it comes to setting a question for your NEA, there are two possibilities. Either your teacher will propose a question after discussion with you, or you will get the opportunity to choose one yourself.


The question that you propose should offer you the chance to achieve one or more of the following:





•  extend and enhance your knowledge of aspects of the history studied in the broader units of the course



•  study a topic that extends or changes the range or scale of your historical knowledge



•  study an issue over a longer time period, such as several decades



•  study a different type of history, such as local or regional history



•  complement learning in other areas of your studies, including the opportunities provided in your other subjects





Choosing an appropriate NEA question


Whether you are choosing a question offered by your centre or choosing your own distinct question, there are a number of points to consider to make sure that your question gets WJEC approval.


The appropriateness of your question will be judged on:





•  whether the topic is a recognisable or mainstream issue — it must not be too obscure



•  whether there is a clear historical debate over the issue set in the question



•  whether the question contains an evaluative term or statement that enables a valid and supported judgement to be reached



•  whether there is a sufficient range of primary or contemporary material to allow you to evaluate the evidence base that enables historians to make their varying interpretations
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Tip


An evaluative term or statement allows a debate over the issue to take place and a valid judgement to be reached. Examples of evaluative terms are words such as ‘mainly’, ‘mostly’ and ‘largely’. Evaluative statements include phrases such as ‘to what extent’ and ‘how valid’.
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Unless these aspects are present, it will be impossible for you to address all the assessment objectives (AOs) effectively and your question(s) will not be approved.


There is one other important rule to remember when choosing your question. To avoid narrowness of coverage over the GCE History course as a whole, the topic and question chosen for your NEA cannot come from the content specified in the Depth Study that you are studying for Units 2 and 4. For example, if your centre has chosen to teach the Depth Study on the Mid Tudor Crisis for Units 2 and 4, it would not be possible to set a question on different interpretations of the dissolution of the monasteries. This would mean that 60% of the coverage and assessment of the whole GCE course was on a very narrow historical period.


You can, however, revisit topics from the taught Period Study or Breadth Study in more depth, or consider topics from the history of anywhere else in the world, as long as there are enough primary sources and differing interpretations to allow you to engage with the debate over the issue.


Although the NEA cannot be based on the Depth Study, it can be based on the same years studied in the Depth Study. For example, learners studying Nazi Germany 1933–45 in Unit 4 could look at the policy of appeasement in the late 1930s from a British perspective or the Depression in the USA during the 1930s.
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Task 1


Would these questions be approved for the NEA?


The following checklist summarises the requirements for an NEA question:





•  Is the topic a recognisable or mainstream issue?



•  Is there a clear historical debate over the issue set in the question?



•  Does the question use an evaluative term that enables such a debate to be engaged with?



•  Is there a sufficient range of primary source material to allow a student to evaluate the evidence base that enables historians to make their varying interpretations?





Consider the following questions alongside the checklist. Do they fulfil the requirements?





•  ‘Chamberlain deserves to be judged as a guilty man for his policy of appeasement towards Germany 1937–39.’ How valid is this assessment of Chamberlain’s foreign policy up to the declaration of war in September 1939?



•  How far do you agree that the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was aimed at intimidating the USSR?



•  ‘The German bid for continental supremacy was mainly responsible for bringing about a European war by 1914.’ How valid is this assessment of the reasons for the increase in tension in Europe between 1878 and 1914?



•  ‘The Reichstag Fire was a deliberate attempt hatched by the Nazis to consolidate their control over Germany in 1933.’ How valid is this assessment of the Reichstag Fire?



•  Historians disagree about the role of Owain Glyndwr. How far do you agree that Owain Glyndwr was primarily a rebel and a murderer in the period 1400–15?



•  ‘The WSPU hindered the campaign for women’s suffrage.’ How valid is this assessment of the impact of the WSPU between 1906 and 1918?



•  ‘The Vikings were just the priest-slaying bogeymen of the early Middle Ages.’ How valid is this assessment of Viking civilisation between the eighth and eleventh centuries?
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Once your proposed question has been approved by WJEC senior moderators, work on your NEA can begin in earnest.
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Summary





•  Make sure that the topic in your question is a recognisable or mainstream issue.



•  Make sure that your question reflects a clear historical debate about the issue set in the question.



•  Make sure that your question contains an evaluative term that enables you to make a valid and supported judgement.



•  Make sure that you can access a sufficient range of primary or contemporary material to be able to evaluate the evidence base effectively.



•  Make sure that you don’t choose a question that overlaps with the content of the Depth Study you are studying.
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How is your essay assessed?


The NEA at WJEC is essentially an exercise where the component parts of the answer are integrated in order to address the question. This includes linking the evaluation of primary source material to the formation of varying interpretations.


Assessment objectives


The NEA will be assessed by your teacher, who will allocate a separate mark for each of the three AOs for GCE History. This section of the guide explains what these are and how they apply to the assessment of your NEA.


AO1


Assessment objective 1 (AO1) requires that you:




Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.





The NEA is marked out of 60 and AO1 is worth up to 15 marks — that is, 25% of the total.


When determining bands and marks for AO1, your teacher will be looking for evidence that your essay is well structured and written. In order to determine this, they will be looking for:





•  a clear introduction



•  frequent reference to the question posed



•  a final judgement which reflects the findings of the whole essay



•  integration and linkage throughout the essay as a whole



•  deployment of historical knowledge which helps to advance the debate in the answer
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Tip


To gain credit for AO1 you will need to provide a clearly focused introduction, show linkage in your answer, use appropriate historical knowledge and reach a final judgement.
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Your teacher does not want to see an answer which simply describes or narrates general historical content or is a series of unlinked questions.


AO2


Assessment objective 2 (AO2) requires that you:




Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical context.





AO2 is also worth up to 15 marks — 25% of the total.
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Tip


To gain credit for AO2, you should select a range of 6–8 sources and evaluate these for their contribution in showing how and why the historical debate over the issue has developed.
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When determining bands and marks for AO2, your teacher will be looking to reward:





•  your ability to evaluate primary or contemporary sources within their historical context



•  your research skills in finding a number of primary and/or contemporary source materials — normally between 6 and 8 in number



•  your ability to analyse the sources selected to help explain the formation and test the validity of different interpretations



•  use of your source evaluation skills to show how the selected sources may have influenced the making of at least two contrasting or differing interpretations by historians





AO3


Assessment objective 3 (AO3) requires that you:




Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.





AO3 is worth up to 30 marks — that is, 50% of the total.


When determining bands and marks for AO3, your teacher will be looking to reward:





•  your understanding of the developing historical debate on the issue set in the question



•  your understanding of the reasons why historical interpretations change over time and how a debate over the issue set has developed over time



•  your understanding that interpretations are generally valid when made, but are also open to challenge and to change and development over time as different historians enter a debate over the issues



•  discussion of the validity of the evidence base — which is crucially how AO2 and AO3 are linked in the NEA and why an integrated approach is the best way to tackle the assessment
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Tip


To gain credit for AO3 you should show understanding of how and why the historical debate over the issue set in the question has developed.
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Understanding the mark scheme


In this section we will look at how your teacher will apply the marks available in the marking scheme. These will be applied in relation to how well you can address the criteria which define the assessment objectives as laid down in the mark scheme.


An understanding of the criteria which define the assessment objectives in the mark scheme will help you to be aware of what you need to demonstrate to achieve the higher bands and marks. At the outset you need to understand that the NEA is designed to encourage you to produce an independent and individual response which answers the question set. Such a response is judged in its totality but in particular your teacher will be looking at your response to see how well the mark scheme criteria have been met.


The accredited and published mark scheme for the NEA can be found in the specification for WJEC GCE History and in Appendix 1 at the end of this book.


As with all other mark schemes for the units that make up WJEC GCE History, the mark scheme for the NEA is laid down in six hierarchical bands, each with agreed criteria which define the three different AOs that are assessed in the NEA. This is known as a level of response mark scheme. The criteria in the mark scheme define the qualities that are expected to be seen in work for each AO.



Applying the mark scheme


When assessing your essay, your teacher will first use the guidance from WJEC to place the essay into one of the six bands based on the mark scheme.


Your teacher has been provided with specific guidance in three particular areas:





•  The assessment of your essay must first be led by the assessment of the criteria related to AO3. This is because AO3 carries 50% of the available marks and also because the main requirement of the NEA is to consider, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.



•  The marks and bands awarded for AO1 and AO2 should not exceed that given for AO3. This will prevent candidates from being given too much credit for answers that focus too much on description or mere deployment of knowledge, and thus do not focus on answering the question in an integrated way.





Your teacher has also been advised to ensure that, when applying the mark scheme, they credit essays that show how the range of primary and contemporary sources selected provides evidence that allows different interpretations to be created. You must therefore demonstrate the ability to evaluate a range of sources in their historical context and discuss the developing historical debate connected with the chosen topic. Historical context means both the situation in which the source material was produced and its relationship to the question being answered.


What do the bands mean?


In the mark scheme, the weakest responses are placed in Band 1 and the very best are placed in Band 6. In order to understand the nature of each band, it is vital to remember that interpretations are the judgements that historians make about historical events. Your selected question will contain an interpretation of an issue or development which has to be assessed for its validity alongside at least one alternative interpretation.


Band 1


Band 1 is awarded for essays that show only some use of the selected sources to discuss the interpretation presented in the question. Answers graded at Band 1 will focus only on the interpretation set in the question and fail to mention or deal with any other possible interpretations.
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Tip


Avoid a name-dropping approach when attempting to discuss how and why different interpretations are formed. This is very formulaic and is really deploying knowledge for knowledge’s sake.
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Band 2


Band 2 is awarded for demonstrating some knowledge and understanding of the interpretation set in the question and at least some awareness of another possible interpretation. At Band 2, your teacher will not expect to find any valid reasoning as to why these interpretations differ. They will award the lower marks of Band 2 for an essay which is a narrative on the topic and/or a descriptive account of the historiography associated with the issue set in the question.



Band 3


Band 3 essays usually employ a range of primary sources to illustrate aspects of the interpretation provided in the question and at least one alternative interpretation. These essays are largely based on source evaluation and label the sources as being ‘useful’ or ‘valuable’ to the interpretations mentioned, rather than demonstrating any real understanding of how the sources can be linked to the development of the historical debate. Band 3 essays will also largely use the sources to show that the reasons why interpretations differ is that they are written by different historians. They will not show clear awareness of how and why the selection of sources by historians can demonstrate the developing historical debate.
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Tip


Band 3 responses are often written using a mechanistic or formulaic approach, with answers often presented in discrete sections.
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Band 4


To gain a Band 4 mark, you must demonstrate some evidence of using source evaluation skills to discuss not only the interpretation set in the question and other possible interpretations, but also some relevant issues concerning the development of the historical debate about the issue in the question. Band 4 marks will be awarded for some evaluation of the selected sources — for example, commenting on their value, utility, reliability or bias — to address the question set regarding the validity of a particular interpretation. At Band 4, your teacher will expect and accept some generalised comments about why differences in interpretations occur — such as the changing evidence base or the emergence of different schools of history at different times.


Bands 5 and 6


To gain a mark at either Band 5 or Band 6 you will have to integrate your response to meet the requirements of AO2 and AO3 especially. You should be able to show from your range of sources how and why a historian would find a source of some value as evidence for creating or supporting a particular interpretation. You should discuss the validity of a number of alternative interpretations (at least two) and discuss a range of valid reasons why the historical debate has changed over time. You should also make a focused judgement, clearly addressing the validity of the interpretation given in the question. The decision made by the teacher as to which band to place the response in will be based on the quality of the integration attempted and the quality of the judgement on validity that you offer.
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