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Between the Oregon Coast and Provincetown, Massachusetts


			From the wide-open spaces of the West to the dense urban chaos of the East, this route offers the longest and most-involved road trip in this book. Connecting an exceedingly diverse range of places and totaling over 3,300 miles—many more if you count all the potential detours, side trips, and parallel routes—US-20 takes in a little of everything during its two-lane trek from Oregon’s rugged coast to the glorious sea and sand of Cape Cod. Superlative sights include at least two wonders of the world, New York’s Niagara Falls and Wyoming’s Yellowstone National Park; the great cities of Boston and Chicago; and two halls of fame, one in Cleveland celebrating rock ’n’ roll, the other in Cooperstown idolizing the national pastime, baseball. Odd museums, classic diners, idyllic towns, and poignant post-industrial decay—you’ll find it all along this great cross-country highway.

			Starting in the West, the route parallels, and in places runs right on top of, the broad path that formed the Oregon Trail. The landscape across Oregon, Idaho, and Wyoming along US-20 and a parallel highway, US-26, is still as lonesome as it was 150 years ago when pioneer families followed this one-way route west to the promised lands of the Pacific Coast. Midway across the country you can visit two notable monuments, Mt. Rushmore and Carhenge. You also can test the wisdom of Walt Whitman, who wrote, “While I know the standard claim is that Yosemite, Niagara Falls, the upper Yellowstone and the like afford the greatest natural shows, I am not so sure but the Prairies and Plains last longer, fill the aesthetic sense fuller, precede all the rest and make North America’s characteristic landscape.” Drive across the Sand Hills of northern Nebraska on your way past Iowa’s Field of Dreams, and see for yourself what’s so great about the Great Plains.

			US-20 crosses the Mississippi River at Dubuque, which, like Galena, on the Illinois side, was one of the oldest settlements on what was once the nation’s western frontier. It then stops off for a look at Chicago before winding east through the newly resurgent, former “Rust Belt” along the Great Lakes. This densely populated region also holds some perfectly preserved historic sites, including Amish farmlands and the automobile plants responsible for the country’s classiest cars.

			In upstate New York, we follow US-20 across a historical middle ground, in between the slow boats of the Erie Canal and the high-speed toll road of the I-90/New York Thruway, winding along the north edge of the lovely Finger Lakes before crossing the Hudson River into the Berkshires of western Massachusetts. The historic Mohawk Trail carries us past Lexington and Concord and into Boston, retracing Paul Revere’s historic ride—in reverse—before following old US-6 to the tip of Cape Cod at the lovely and lively resort of Provincetown, where the Pilgrims really arrived in America, way back in 1620.
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			Starting at one of the state’s most enjoyable small towns, the arts-and-craftsy Pacific Ocean resort community of Cannon Beach, this route traverses the heart of Oregon. From the salty cow pastures along the Pacific Ocean, over the evergreen mantle of the Coast Range to culturally vibrant Portland and the lush Willamette Valley, the route starts where history says we should end up—amid the bountiful land at the west end of the Oregon Trail. From Portland, the state’s largest city, you’ll climb into the Cascade Mountains, through the amazing Columbia Gorge alongside its signature peak, Mt. Hood. East of the Cascades, the route drops down into the suddenly dry and desert-like landscape of the otherworldly Columbia Plateau, across which the highway rolls and rocks for 300 miles through old mining camps, fossil beds, and wide open, rolling ranch lands before crossing the Snake River into Idaho.

			Most of the way across the USA, this Oregon Trail route follows US-20, but here in Oregon we’ve veered onto US-26, to follow the route of the original Oregon Trail and to visit the beauty spots of Columbia Gorge, Portland, and Cannon Beach.

			
			  Cannon Beach marks the farthest point reached by the Lewis and Clark expedition to the West Coast. From here, they retreated back to their outpost at Fort Clatsop, near the mouth of the Columbia River, where they spent the winter of 1805–1806.

			

			Cannon Beach

			Unlike most Oregon coast towns, Cannon Beach (pop. 1,690) is hidden from the highway, but it’s one place you won’t want to miss. Though it has long been known as an artists’ colony and has grown considerably in recent years thanks to its popularity as a weekend escape from Portland, Cannon Beach retains a rustic quality, a walkably small size, and a coastline that rates second to no other in the state.
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			Sunset Highway: Saddle Mountain State Park

			Running over the coastal mountains between Cannon Beach and Portland, US-26 is known as the Sunset Highway. Climbing up from the coastal plain, two miles east of US-101, our first stop is the old-growth spruce and fir forest preserved in 25-acre Klootchy Creek Park. Until recently, among the many huge firs and spruce trees was the Seaside Giant Spruce. More than 215 feet high, almost 16 feet in diameter, the tree was snapped in two by a storm in December 2007. Safety concerns caused officials to cut down the tree, but the huge stump and fallen sections have been left in place to show how massive the old-timer really was.

			About 10 miles east of US-101, an eight-mile side trip to the northeast, along well-signed Saddle Mountain Road, will lift you quickly above the frequent coastal clouds and fog. Named for a geographical saddle that sits high above the surrounding forests, Saddle Mountain State Park surrounds the highest point in the Coast Range. A very steep 2.5-mile hiking trail climbs to the summit, with opportunities to view bleeding heart, Indian paintbrush, monkey flowers, and other rare plants and wildflowers. From the 3,283-foot peak, you can often see the mouth of the Columbia River and the spine of the Coast Range. On a clear day, the panorama may include 50 miles of Pacific coastline and Mounts Hood, St. Helens, and Rainier (with more than a few ugly acres of clear-cuts in between). Ten primitive campsites are open March–October ($5; 503/368-5154 or 800/551-6949) on a first-come, first-served basis; RVs should avoid this narrow road.
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			Camp 18
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			Continuing east on US-26, 60 miles from Portland, about 18 miles from the coast highway and a mile west of the hamlet of Elsie, the remarkable Camp 18 Logging Museum and Restaurant (daily; 503/755-1818 or 800/874-1810) draws travelers for a variety of reasons. Some people come for the absolutely massive portions of very good food, from the gigantic fresh-baked cinnamon rolls and liter jugs of coffee at breakfast to the steaks, chicken, and seafood served up at lunch and dinner. Others are drawn by the playful, Paul Bunyan-esque scale of the place: The front door handle is a hefty old ax, the spacious dining room roof is held up by a single massive Douglas fir log—85 feet long, eight feet thick, and weighing 50,000 pounds—and many of the tables are made from foot-thick planks of planed and polished wood.

			The whole room is packed with an amazing collection of old logging gear, but best of all is the setting, overlooking a babbling brook, with dozens of bird-feeders attracting flocks of finches and other colorful songbirds. Outside, an extensive museum in the parking lot lets visitors examine more old logging equipment to get a feel for a bygone era of misery whips, 20-foot handsaws, and steam donkeys. (Surprise, surprise: There’s also a good gift shop.)

			Banks-Vernonia Linear State Park

			Midway between the coast and Portland, US-26 reaches the 1,635-foot crest of Sunset Summit, then winds east through the verdant delights of the leeward Coast Range, zipping through tunnels and sliding down slopes to the farm country of northwest Willamette Valley. Banks-Vernonia Linear State Park (free; 503/324-0606 or 800/551-6949), 20 miles or so from downtown Portland, is a 21-mile stretch of abandoned railroad that runs north from US-26 between the town of Banks and the tucked-away timber town of Vernonia. Six well-marked trailheads along Hwy-47 provide access to the fairly level gravel trail, Oregon’s first rail-to-trail park. The park is especially lovely, and popular, during October’s “fall color” season, when the many ash and maple trees turn gold and red, respectively, while the birds sing and the streams gurgle.

			The town of Vernonia (pop. 2,151) has recently played another role in Pacific Northwest tourism, standing in for Forks, Washington, in the movie versions of the teenage vampire Twilight saga. (A paper mill credit union office at the center of Vernonia stood in for the film’s Forks Police Station, for example.) Vernonia is very cute, having recovered from a bad flood some years ago, and is a nice destination whether or not you’ve read the books. After a day of hiking or cycling the Linear Park, recharge your carb-deficits with a Greek gyro, a hoppy pint of homebrew, or some super-sweet baklava at the Blue House Café, in the center of town (919 Bridge St.; 503/429-4350).
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			Across Portland

			Coming in from the west on the Sunset Highway (US-26), our route enters Portland next to sylvan Washington Park, then crosses the downtown area along Jefferson and Columbia Streets. Crossing the Willamette River, US-26 follows Powell Boulevard across East Portland.

			
				
Portland
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				Portland, Oregon’s largest city, is located inland from the coast near the confluence of the Willamette and Columbia Rivers. Due to its strategic location, the pioneer municipality grew so fast it was nicknamed Stumptown for the hundreds of fir stumps left by early loggers, and while railroad tracks and other heavy industrial remnants are still highly visible around town, Portland’s riverfront park and numerous winding greenways show that this mini metropolis is not a smokestack town but a community that values art and nature as highly as commerce. Along with one of the largest (5,170-acre Forest Park) and the smallest (24-inches-in-diameter Mill Ends Park) urban parks in the nation, and one of the coolest urban skate parks anywhere (under the Burnside Bridge), Portland also has more movie theaters and restaurants per capita than any other U.S. city, and it ranks high in microbreweries and bookstores per capita as well.
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				The oldest part of Portland has, over the past few years, been renovated into a lively Old Town district, where cast-iron facades of 120-year-old buildings hold some of the city’s most popular bars, clubs, and cafés. (Not to mention general weirdness magnets like the 24 Hour Church of Elvis, most recently found at 408 NW Couch Street.) South of Old Town along the river, an ugly freeway has been torn down to form the Governor Tom McCall Waterfront Park, and west of the river, downtown Portland centers on lively Pioneer Courthouse Square, at 6th Avenue and Yamhill Street. South of the square, the South Park Blocks between Park and 9th Avenues were set aside as parklands in 1852 and are now bounded by Portland’s prime museums. One essential Portland place is north of the square: Powell’s City of Books (1005 W. Burnside St.; 503/228-4651) is the largest (and certainly among the best) new-and-used bookshop in the world.

				One of the largest and oldest ballparks in the minor leagues, the circa-1926 Jeld-Wen Field (formerly PGE Park, Civic Stadium, and Multnomah Stadium), a half-mile west of downtown, saw one of the first outdoor rock concerts when Elvis Presley played here in 1957, and was home to the Portland Beavers ball club until 2010, when baseball was booted out to make room for Portland’s pro soccer team, the Timbers.

				Along the river 3.5 miles south of town, Oaks Park (503/233-5777) is a tiny but wonderful circa-1905 amusement park, with ancient and modern thrill rides and a roller-skating rink, all packed together in a sylvan, oak tree–dotted park.

				Practicalities

				Air travelers can land at Portland International Airport (PDX), but most long-distance flights here come and go via Seattle’s Sea-Tac, which is only about a three-hour drive north, via the I-5 freeway. Getting around public-spirited Portland is a breeze thanks to the combination of an efficient bus system and a light rail train (called MAX; 503/238-7433).
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				Though it doesn’t have a trendy reputation, Portland does have some great places to eat and drink, in all stripes and sizes. Esparza’s Tex Mex Cafe (2725 SE Ankeny St.; 503/234-7909), hidden away behind a hole-in-the-wall facade a block south of East Burnside Street, is worth searching out for its smoky pork tacos, ice-cold Coronas, and a jukebox featuring Tejano, norteño, and Marty Robbins hits. For more traditional Portland fare, head to Jake’s Famous Crawfish (401 SW 12th Ave.; 503/226-1419), which for over a century has been the place to go for the finest, freshest seafood. For meat, nothing beats the RingSide Steakhouse, a half-mile west of downtown (2165 W. Burnside St.; 503/223-1513), long famous for its great beef, fine fried chicken, monster Walla Walla sweet onion rings, and Hemingway-esque ambience. If your taste happens to run more to Marilyn Manson than Marilyn Monroe, you’ll probably prefer to eat across town at Dots Cafe (2521 SE Clinton St.; 503/235-0203), a late-night hangout that has comfy dark booths, great black-bean burritos, microbrews, and a pool table. One last must-eat is Voodoo Doughnut (22 SW 3rd Ave.; 503/241-4704), which is packed during Old Town Portland’s popular Saturday Market but worth a visit any other time (open 24 hours).
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				There are all sorts of places to stay in Portland, starting with a pair of popular HI-Portland Hostels, one east of downtown (3031 SE Hawthorne Blvd.; 503/236-3380) and a newer one in the Northwest District (425 NW 18th Ave.; 503/241-2783). Hotel deLuxe ($150 and up; 729 SW 15th Ave.; 503/219-2094) is stylish, comfortable, and close to downtown. If you feel like splurging, try another impeccably restored downtown landmark, The Heathman Hotel ($170 and up; 1001 SW Broadway; 503/241-4100 or 800/551-0011), with an elegant lobby and sumptuously appointed (if somewhat small) rooms.

				The best source of visitor information on Portland is the Travel Portland Visitor Information Center (503/275-8355 or 877/678-5263), on Pioneer Courthouse Square.

			

			Mount Hood Highway

			Starting out along Powell Boulevard east from Portland, US-26—now dubbed the Mount Hood Highway—follows, albeit in reverse, the final leg of the historic Oregon Trail. Passing first through the comically named photo-stop town of Boring, the road some 20 miles east of Portland reaches Sandy (pop. 9,570), a boisterous gateway to the mountains. Nestled in berry-farm country, Sandy is full of ski shops, pizza parlors, and other enterprises geared for outdoor enthusiasts, but east of Sandy’s lively commerce the road ambles through pastureland and into the foothills of the Cascades.

			
				South of US-26 on the western fringes of Portland, the mega-suburb of Beaverton is base camp for the high-tech companies of the Silicon Forest and, most famously, corporate headquarters for Nike, the international sports apparel giant.

			

	East of Sandy, oddly named towns along US-26 hold good places to eat and drink before or after a day out in the mountains. The Inn Between Steak House and Lounge (503/622-5400), east of Wemme in Welches, one of the little wide spots clustered at the base of Mt. Hood, has affordable eats varying from teriyaki chicken to macho nachos.

			If you’re planning to get out of your car and explore Mt. Hood, make sure you stop beforehand at the Mount Hood Visitor Center (daily; 65000 E. US-26; 503/622-3017 or 888/622-4822), in Welches, operated by the USFS and loaded with maps, brochures, and other information on the mountain and surrounding recreational hotspots.

			
				Enticing though it is, snowcapped Mt. Hood is also a difficult and dangerous peak to climb—there is no trail to the 11,247-foot summit, and all routes require a high degree of technical ability and specialized equipment. There are lots of fine hikes around its base, however.

			

			Government Camp

			Just off US-26 at the southern foot of Mt. Hood, Government Camp is but another wide spot in the road with a range of food and drink options. For espresso, microbrews, sandwiches, pizzas, and pastas, stop at the Ice Axe Grill (503/272-3172), part of the Mount Hood Brewing Company premises at the west end of town. Another good stop is the Huckleberry Inn (503/272-3325), open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and famous for its wild huckleberry pies, huckleberry pancakes, and huckleberry shakes. If you’re unable to move after a berry feast, the inn also offers rooms for $85 and up a night.

			
				The Columbia River Highway was built by millionaire lawyer Sam Hill, who built the road to link Portland with the Quaker agricultural colony he planned at his 7,000-acre estate at Maryhill, Washington. Maryhill Museum of Art is now a fascinatingly eclectic museum (daily; $9; 509/773-3733) near the I-84/US-97 junction. Three miles east of Maryhill, Hill also constructed a concrete replica of Stonehenge, in memory of local men killed in World War I.

			

			Government Camp’s main attraction is the Mount Hood Skibowl (503/222-2695), a year-round recreation center with skiing and snowboarding in winter and mountain biking and hiking in summer, plus guided horseback trips, go-karts, paintball games, and a 100-foot bungee jump.
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				Timberline Lodge

			

			Timberline Lodge

			East of Government Camp, near the junction of US-26 and Hwy-35, which comes from Hood River and the Columbia Gorge, be sure to turn off north toward Mt. Hood to visit Timberline Lodge ($160 and up; 503/272-3311 or 800/547-1406), an elegantly rustic national landmark dedicated in 1937 by the Depression-era artisans of the Works Progress Administration. The actual hotel seen (from the outside, not the inside) in Stanley Kubrick’s creepy 1983 film, The Shining, Timberline Lodge is an unforgettable place, with a humongous fireplace in the three-story main lobby, grand dining rooms, and cozy guest rooms decorated in characterful Pacific Northwest motifs, not to mention an unbeatable setting high atop the Cascade Mountains. Even if you don’t stay, check out the Cascade Dining Room’s award-winning cuisine, the more-casual pizza and sandwiches at the Blue Ox, and the Ram’s Head Bar, which has locally brewed beers and ales.

			
			

Detour: Columbia Gorge
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				Though our route across Oregon generally follows scenic US-26, the fastest route east from Portland is I-84, which races along the Columbia River, rejoining US-26 at the Idaho border. Freeway the whole way, I-84 is worth considering for its one incredible feature: the Columbia Gorge, the deep, verdant basalt canyon through which the mighty river and the freeway, not to mention a busy railroad, run. The heart of the Columbia Gorge is between the small towns of Sandy and Cascade Locks, some 27 and 43 or so miles east of Portland respectively, and is best experienced by driving the Historic Columbia River Highway—the oldest scenic route in the country, built beginning in 1913 and still retaining all its old-road character.

				The highlight (and approximate midpoint) of this historic highway is the aptly named and recently renovated Vista House, built in 1917 to mark the completion of the road, which here rises over 700 feet above the Columbia River. East of Vista House, tremendous waterfalls drop down along the road: First comes LaTourell Falls, with water dropping about 249 feet; then the 242-foot cascades of Wahkeenah Falls; then, saving the best for last, famous Multnomah Falls, which drops around 620 feet into a densely forested canyon, bridged by a delicate concrete arch. Each of these waterfalls is within a short walk of parking areas along the scenic highway, and many smaller falls can be seen cascading from canyon walls.
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				The Columbia River Highway rejoins I-84 a few miles east of Multnomah Falls, at the town of Cascade Locks. Another 20 miles east, at the east end of the Columbia Gorge, the outdoorsy town of Hood River (pop. 7,167) is packed with brewpubs, espresso bars, bookshops, cafés, and moderate motels. Near the town of Hood River, the historic Columbia Gorge Hotel (800/345-1921 or 4000 Westcliff Dr.; 541/386-5566) preserves its Jazz Age elegance, with comfortable rooms and an excellent restaurant.

			

			Warm Springs Indian Reservation

			East of the Cascades crest, US-26 becomes the Warm Springs Highway as it angles down out of the mountains across the sage and juniper country of eastern Oregon. Most of the land between here and Madras is part of the 600,000-acre Warm Springs Indian Reservation, home to the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs (Wasco, Paiute, and Warm Springs).
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				Vista House on its perch above the Columbia River

			

			
				The Columbia Gorge west of Hood River is one of the world’s best windsurfing spots, and throughout the summer dozens of brightly colored sails can usually be seen racing along the river.

			

			From US-26, follow signs to Kah-Nee-Ta High Desert Resort and Casino (pronounced “ca-NEE-da,” all run together despite the odd spelling), a resort complex that cheerfully blends modern and ancient lifestyles. You can soak in the famously soothing hot springs, camp in a tepee, play golf along the banks of the Warm Springs River, and savor salmon fillets cooked over an alderwood fire. The resort also includes the large Indian Head casino. Room rates vary tremendously (541/553-1112 or 800/554-4SUN).

			
				Around the Warm Springs Reservation, tune to KWSO 91.9 FM for an intriguing array of music (from the Eagles to talking drums) and National Native News.

			

			Back on US-26, the real attraction of the reservation is the modern, 25,000-square-foot Museum at Warm Springs (daily; $7; 541/553-3331). Check out exhibits of more than 20,000 artifacts, replicas of a Paiute mat lodge and a Wasco plank house, recordings of tribal languages, and a pushbutton-activated Wasco wedding scene.

			A mile east, at the edge of the reservation, US-26 bridges the deep canyon of the Deschutes River.

			
			
End of the Oregon Trail

				After long months of hardship and danger, pioneers nearing the end of the Oregon Trail had two options when they reached the narrow gorge of the Columbia River: They could float their wagons down the perilous river to Fort Vancouver or climb over the Cascades to the Willamette Valley via the Barlow Road, a route that parallels today’s US-26. While much safer than the river route, the Barlow Road had its own precarious moments—emigrants struggled down muddy declines, hanging onto ropes hitched around trees to keep wagons from runaway destruction. Such moments assuredly gave the pioneers second thoughts about their choice of passage. At $5 per wagon and 10 cents a head for cattle, horses, and mules, following the privately owned Barlow Road was also expensive. Nonetheless, in 1845, the first year of operation, records report that 1,000 pioneers in 145 wagons traveled the route.
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				Heading east, you’re going backward along the Barlow Road, so bear that in mind as you take in a few historical sites that record the struggles of pioneers on the last stretch of their 2,000-mile overland journey. The steepest section of the road was the Laurel Hill Chute, where wagons skidded down a treacherous grade; a sign and pull-out five miles east of Rhododendron mark the start of a short, steep hike up to the chute. Just west of Laurel Hill, at Tollgate Campground, you’ll find a reproduction of the Barlow Road Tollgate, where the road’s owner, Sam Barlow, stood with his hand out.
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				Look for other markers depicting Barlow Road history on Hwy-35, the loop road that traverses the eastern slope of Mt. Hood down to Hood River. The first, Pioneer Woman’s Grave, is a quarter mile north of the junction with US-26; a sign marks a right turn onto Forest Road 3530 and points toward a gravesite with a brass plaque commemorating the women who traveled the Oregon Trail. Two miles north of the junction is 4,157-foot Barlow Pass, where ruts grooved in the Barlow Road lead downhill from a parking area, mute testament to the perseverance of westward-driven settlers.

				The “official” western end of the Oregon Trail is at Oregon City, 10 miles south of Portland in the Willamette Valley.

			

			
				One of eastern Oregon’s landmarks, and a celebrated challenge to rock climbers, Smith Rock State Park ($5; 541/548-7501 or 800/551-6949) stands 17 miles south of Madras along US-97.

			

			Madras

			After crossing the Deschutes River from the Warm Springs reservation, US-26 climbs up a deep canyon, then plateaus at Madras (pop. 6,046), birthplace of the late actor River Phoenix and of Boston Red Sox hero Jacoby Ellsbury. By strange coincidence, the town is named for a metropolis in Eastern India (the original Madras is now called Chennai and has a population of eight million), and in the 1980s thousands of orange- and red-clad followers of Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh settled near and effectively took over this small Oregon town, but things here have been back to normal for a long while.

			There’s not a great deal to see or do in Madras, which stands at the junction of US-26 and busy US-97, but there are stores and gas stations and at least one good place to stay, on the south side of Madras: Sonny’s Motel ($85 and up; 1539 SW US-26/97; 800/624-6137 or 541/475-7217), which has clean rooms and a pool. Best food is at the Black Bear Diner, a block west of US-26 (237 SW 4th St.; 541/475-6632).

			
				East of the Mt. Hood hamlet of Zigzag, US-26 drops to an old-fashioned, undivided two-lane road. Summer-only Lolo Pass Loop (Hwy-18) cuts off north from here on a scenic half-circle around the base of Mt. Hood to Hood River, on the Columbia River and I-84.

			

			Prineville

			East of Madras, US-26 veers farther away from the Cascades, crossing the Crooked River National Grasslands, which mark the geographical center of Oregon. Strolling the streets of Prineville (pop. 9,253), you’ll notice plenty of cowboy hats (and “gimme” caps, emblazoned with the logos of the wearer’s favorite fertilizer or tractor company) atop the heads of dusty citizens piloting dusty pickup trucks. It’s been a rip-snorter of a town since Barney Prine built his blacksmith shop and saloon here in 1868 following the discovery of gold in nearby hills. These days, the people of Prineville are still ranchers, loggers, and miners, plus perhaps 30 employees of social media company Facebook, which in 2011 built a $200 million, 300,000-square-foot “server farm,” as its primary U.S. data center. Tourism, too, is slowly but surely making its mark as an economic force.

			
				In every U.S. presidential election since Oregon became a state (in 1859), the people of Crook County around Prineville voted for the winner. Until, that is, they voted for George Bush the elder over Bill Clinton in 1992, putting an end to Crook County’s reputation as a national bellwether.

			

			You can learn more about the region’s history at the A. R. Bowman Museum (246 N. Main St.; 541/447-3715), two blocks west of the landmark Crook County Courthouse (300 NE 3rd St.). Two floors of exhibits include a campfire setup, a moonshine still, and a country store with a pound of Bull Durham tobacco. A tastier way to get a handle on life here in the middle of Oregon is to chomp down on a juicy steak at Barney Prine’s Steakhouse and Saloon (380 N. Main St.; 541/447-3333), known for its generous and eclectic menu. Lodging choices include the City Center Motel ($45 and up; 509 E. 3rd St.; 541/447-5522), in the middle of the city.
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