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			John Waters was invited to address a recent graduating class of the Rhode Island School of Design.

			This is his speech.

		
			 

			I should say right off that I am really qualified to be your commencement speaker.

			I was suspended from high school, then kicked out of college in the first marijuana scandal ever on a university campus. I’ve been arrested several times.
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			I’ve been known to dress in ludicrous fashions. I’ve also built a career out of negative reviews, and have been called the Prince of Puke by the press.
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			And most recently a title I’m really proud of:

			The People’s Pervert

		

	
			 

			I am honored to be here today with my people.
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			Okay,

			I’m supposed to inspire you.

		

			
			 

			How’s this?

			Somehow I’ve been able to make a living doing what I love best for fifty years without ever having to get a real job.

			
			 

			“But how can you be so disciplined?” friends always ask when I tell them my job is to get up every day at 6 a.m. Monday to Friday and think up insane stuff.
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