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				INTRODUCTION


			It is a standing joke among my friends that not one of us got the joke of the restaurant “Nacho Mama’s” before we were in our twenties. I also count significant delays in picking up on the following: a local restaurant called “The Barge Inn” that I had pegged as nautical; the double entendre of TV’s Queer as Folk; numerous NPR shows (though why did they never use As it Happens?); the movie Just Cause; and hair salons beyond number. (Tress for Success! I got that one right away.)


			It’s no coincidence, of course, that puns, rhymes, and double (or triple) meanings abound in places that want to be welcoming. It’s hard to find a title in a magazine that’s not wordplay. That’s because a title or name serves as an introduction—literally, a welcoming sign—suggesting that the people who propose to provide your reading matter; serve you their strange food; cut your hair; and tell you dire news on war, GMO’s, and indie bands are not only funny, but that they can make fun of themselves. (DARPA, on the other hand, is not called “The Gunderminer.”)


			When I started churning out entries for The New York Times Magazine column “That Should Be a Word,” readers sought not only wordplay but words about obscure feelings that nonetheless loomed large: a chocolate-chip cookie that turns out to be raisin (bitraya l); the slew of child-related media (bornography); the family member who always has to fix the computer (domestech). A story began to emerge: There was food (Ingestigation), marriage (Martyrmony), identity (Mespoke), emotion (Dramaneering), tech (Fidgital), work and money (Bangst), each deserving of its own chapter—subjects that already fattened dictionaries but nonetheless needed more words to fully describe them.


			And it’s this multiplicity—one word that melds other words into something greater than its parts—that makes a good neologism both a necessity and a joy. Neologisms are words we scrape up from existing words to reflect our own many-layered behavior, how our behavior and lives have intertwined in unexpected ways.


			In this book you’ll see how these words themselves tell a story of our culture. (Some words like “sentiyentl,” the feeling of hearing an old Barbra Streisand song, were a bit too specific.) I’ve no doubt we could find even more cultural trends for expansion: gaming; horticulture; sports; organized crime; and other areas I know nothing about. There’s an entire book for the names IKEA products actually should be called, I’m sure. But words, after all, are a conversation. I leave that to you.
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			(born-AH-gruh-fee), n.


			The vast media content about child rearing.


			“Ben and Enzo became bornography addicts, trolling buy buy BABY, signing up for alerts at babycenter.com, and subscribing to Parents magazine when they found out they were becoming grandfathers.”
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			BRATTLE


			(BRAT-ul), v.


			To discuss one’s children, often at length. Also, such a discussion, n.


			“Once the stroller comparisons rose to a fever pitch, Janki fled the living room to avoid the cocktail brattle.”


			

			BEARTHY 


			(BUR-thee), adj.


			Promoting natural birth.


			“Eulalia had always thought she’d want to be knocked out the whole time, but she surprised herself by being a bearthy mom-to-be, purchasing a pool for her home delivery and deciding to plant the placenta under a specially chosen tree.”


			


			

			⤋


			

			PRAMBIVALENCE


			(pram-BIV-uh-lents), n.


			Unsureness about wanting children.


			“Elizabeth was embarrassed to admit that it was an episode of The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills that finally ended her prambivalence and made her decide to have a kid.”


			


			KINNOVATOR


			(KIN-o-vay-ter), n.


			One who forms an untraditional family.


			“John and Jack thought they were the best kinnovators when they adopted a girl from Vietnam, until they met Saul, who, as a single dad, had fostered enough children from five continents for a basketball team.”
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			PREGMATIC


			(preg-MAT-ick), adj.


			Doing childbirth by the book(s).


			“Her friends tried to sell her on a lactation consultant, doula, and six-week baby nurse, but single working mom Masha was pregmatic: She’d try nursing for two weeks; have a friend be her birth partner; and live with Mom and Dad until she got on her feet.”


			


			Clanarchist 


			(KLAN-ar-kist), n.


			One who refuses traditional definitions of family.


			“Perrie felt weird about living with his mother at 45, until he realized he was happy, got over it, and started calling himself a clanarchist instead of a loser.”


			


			INDIEPREGNANT


			(in-dee-PREG-nint), adj.


			Single mom-to-be.


			“Tired of everyone asking whether her nonexistent husband wanted a boy or a girl, Tina started leading convos with, ‘I’m indiepregnant!’ before anyone could even offer congrats.”


			


			

			BUNDERLING


			(BUN-der-ling), n.


			New parent’s role.


			“Thinking of his endless nights consumed by bottles and changes, Max could not believe his ideal image of the ruling father was so far from the bunderling he’d become.”


			


			⤋


			

			INFRANCY


			 (IN-frin-see), n.


			Time when child can indicate desires but cannot speak.


			“During her infrancy, Olivia’s parents finally realized she laughed hysterically when she was tired and yawned theatrically when she was ready to eat.”


			


			PACIFIRE 


			(PASS-ih-fire), n.


			The initial circle of hell of parenthood.


			“At six months, Allegra looked up and found herself showered, her child dressed, and three bottles in the fridge. She’d come through the pacifire.”


			


			

			⇣




				DRIAPER 


			(DRY-per), n.


			Diaper that didn’t need changing.


			“Wilson finally confronted Casey and told her she was going to bankrupt them if she kept throwing out driapers.”


			


			CRAWDLE 


			(CRAWD-ul), v.


			Be slow to walk. 


			“Lurlene was worried about Luke’s crawdling well into his second year, until her brother asked her how many five-year-olds she knew that couldn’t actually walk.”


			


			WHIMPALE 


			(wim-PAIL), v.


			Force to remain frozen by threat of crying.


			“Hart found himself whimpaled on the landing outside the nursery for 30 minutes every night, until Sadia’s deep breathing assured him that his 20 minutes of rocking had finally done the job.”


			


			WHIMPERIL 


			(wim-PEH-ril), v.


			Risk waking child with movement.


			“It took Harriet only two days to realize that if she didn’t get a binky into the baby’s mouth as she removed the bottle, she was whimperiling the whole procedure.”







		

			MÉNAGENDA


			(mane-uh-JEN-duh), n.


			Kid-driven family schedule.


			“Mom learned that morning that the ménagenda included a soccer game two hours away, and then taking the whole team to McDonald’s.”
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(pah-ver-TOON-ub-tee), n.
Ajob with more status
than salary.
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