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CHAPTER 1

A Peasant’s Life

Pieter Bruegel was a great artist but his life is a bit of a mystery. It is thought that he was born in 1525, near the Dutch town of Breda in the Netherlands.
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One thing about Pieter’s early life is certain. His mother and father were farm workers. They didn’t have much money and they probably couldn’t read or write.
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As a young boy, Pieter helped his parents gather the crops, plant seeds and tend to the animals. Pieter didn’t want to spend his life as a peasant. He dreamt of other things.
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As soon as he was old enough, Pieter bravely set out into the world. He’d made up his mind that he wanted to be an artist. Leaving his parents behind, he arrived in the city of Antwerp, in Belgium.

 

With its busy port, Antwerp was one of the most important cities in Europe. Merchants from around the world travelled there to trade with each other.
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Pieter was sure he could get a job in such a busy place, and then he could learn to be an artist.

 

As well as a being a busy place for merchants, the city of Antwerp had started to attract artists from all over Europe. Wherever there were wealthy merchants, there were people with money to buy paintings.
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