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During his lifetime, Vincent van Gogh tried to 


become many things.


An art dealer. 


A teacher. 


A preacher. 


A painter. 


But it wasn’t until after his death that Vincent 


became world-famous and one of the most 


inﬂ uential artists in history.
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Vincent van Gogh was born on 30 March 1853 in 


a village called Zundert in the Brabant region of 


the Netherlands. His father, Theodorus van 


Gogh, was a Protestant minister and his mother, 


Anna Carbentus, was a housewife and amateur 


artist with a talent for drawing.


Theodorus and Anna had six children: Vincent 


(the eldest), Anna (named after their mother), 


Theodorus (named after their father), Elisabeth, 


Willemina and Cornelis.


As a family, the Van Goghs walked together, gardened 


together and even learnt history together. Vincent’s 


parents were passionate about sharing not only their 


country’s history, but their own family histories, with 


their children.



























Vincent was a quiet 


and introverted child. 


He would spend a lot 


of his time in nature, 


wandering through the 


local countryside.
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When he was 11, Vincent changed schools, moving 


from the village school in Zundert to a boarding 


school in Zevenbergen.  He was not very happy at 


his new school, but he did manage to ﬁ nish his 



elementary education.


When he was 13, he went to a secondary school in 


Tilburg, but even though he gained good marks at 


school – especially for languages – Vincent decided to 


leave halfway through his second year. Then, when 


he was 16, he went to work for his uncle Cent at 


The Hague’s branch of an art dealer called Goupil 


& Cie. Vincent was the youngest clerk there.


Open Shed and Farmhouse


, Vincent van Gogh, 1864, aged 11
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This letter, written when Vincent was 19, was the ﬁ rst one 



his brother Theo kept. It marked the start of a remarkable 


record of their correspondence. 


'My dear Theo


Thanks for your letter, I was glad to hear that you 


got back safely.


I missed you the first few days, and it was strange 


for me not to find you when I came home in the 


afternoon…'


Vincent to his brother Theo, 


The Hague, 29 September 1872


Over the course of his life, Vincent wrote over 2,000 


letters. At least 650 of these were written to Theo, who 


was his best friend and most devoted supporter. Many of 


Vincent’s letters have survived, which is incredible – they’re 


well over 100 years old! 
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