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Dedicated to the creative spirit within every child (and grown-up).
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Welcome to Our Studio




Hello! We love making art and we are very excited to share some of our favorite projects with you.




All of the projects in this book come from our Summer Art Barn camp. We spend all day going from project to project and letting our campers try out lots of different kinds of art. There’s drawing and painting, of course, but also sculpture and working with fabric, paper, and nature to create beautiful and unique projects. At our camp we nurture creativity and encourage experiencing the joy of making art.


This book includes our very favorite projects so that you can join the fun. We give you easy-to-follow directions that show you how to use a variety of materials — most of which you may already know about and some you may not. We hope that these projects spark your imagination!
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Each project will take between 30 and 90 minutes to complete. Our handy 1-, 2-, and 3-scissor icons quickly show you how difficult each activity is. On even the simplest projects, there’s a lot of room for you to add your own touches and make it your own. We hope you try something new with every creation.
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Nice to Meet You!




Marion started Summer Art Barn in 1989 so she could spend time creating art with her daughter, Olivia, and Olivia’s friends. The program has become a popular creativity camp that enrolls 25 kids a week for the whole summer.


Hilary joined Summer Art Barn in 2013. She’s a working artist who, among other things, paints pictures of animals wearing hats and makes tiny whimsical houses. She also makes funny monsters out of socks. (And you can, too! See here to learn how.)


Good luck, and happy art-making!
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Setting Up Your Studio




There are a few basic supplies you will need to complete many of the projects in this book. The good news is that none of them are very expensive — and some of them are even free. You can easily find all of the following items at your local arts and crafts store, or you can order them online.








	Low-temperature hot glue gun

Make sure you have adult supervision when working with a hot glue gun.
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	Paper

Read more about paper.
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	White glue
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	Tacky glue 
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	Toothpicks

are great for applying small bits of glue.
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Good paintbrushes

Read more about paintbrushes.
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	Paint

Read more about paint.
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	Found and recycled objects
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	Black permanent markers

such as Sharpies, with fine and ultrafine tips.
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	Glue stick

clear or purple (which dries clear)
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	Good pencil sharpener
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	Erasers
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	Pencils, including colored pencils
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Free Art Supplies!




There are a lot of ways to get free art supplies. Here are some of our favorites:






	
Go to yard sales. What you find will likely be almost — if not totally — free.


	
Save tissue paper and ribbon when you go to birthday parties.


	
Collect containers for paint water.


	
Recycle bottle caps, Styrofoam, and old toys.


	
Ask your local library if they’re throwing away any old books or magazines.


	
Take a walk! Outside, you can find lots of natural things you can use for art, including interesting sticks, acorns, shells, pinecones, and stones.


	
Ask for art supplies as gifts for your birthday and the holidays.
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Be Art Smart!




We hope the projects in this book give you hours and hours of fun. Here are some tips to help make sure your crafting is as safe and successful as possible.




	
Set up a work space — and cover it with newspaper or scrap paper if the project you’re making is messy.


	
Gather everything you’ll need before you start making a project.


	
Always ask an adult if it’s okay for you to use a hot glue gun.


	
Clean up when you’re finished. Taking care of your supplies is a very important part of being an artist.
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chapter 1Painting




When you think of painting, you probably think of an artist painting on an easel. But in this chapter, you’re going to paint on paper bags and dinner plates. You’ll even paint with pencil erasers!
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Get Ready toPAINT!





Every artist needs some basic materials for painting. Here are the ones we will use most often:






Kinds of Paint






	Tempera cakes
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	Watercolor in pans

These make colors that are transparent, which means you can see through the paint.






[image: A watercolor paint pan]









	Liquid tempera

Tempera and acrylic paints make colors that are opaque (oh-PAYK), which means you cannot see through the paint.
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	Liquid acrylic

Also called “craft paint.”
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Pointed and flat paintbrushes

You should have brushes in several sizes, including one small pointed brush for detail work.
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FYI All of the paints you’ll use in this book are water based and will wash off of most surfaces — including hands! — with soap and water. Acrylic paint should be washed off while it’s still wet, though, since it becomes permanent once it dries.







Rinse Your Brushes


As soon as you’re done painting, wash your brushes with soap and water until the water runs clear. Then store them with the handle end down or store flat.




Surfaces to Paint On






	Heavyweight and mixed media paper

See more details about different kinds of paper.





	Canvas

You can buy prestretched canvas at any arts and crafts store.





	Get creative

Projects in this chapter will get you painting things you never thought you could paint on. Paper bags? Plates? Rocks? Why not?!
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Painting Negative Space
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Usually when you paint something you’ve drawn, you paint the object, right? In this project, you’ll paint everything except the object! The space in between the objects is called negative space.
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What You’ll Need




	Something to trace (like a pair of scissors or a cookie cutter)


	Mixed media or watercolor paper


	Pencil


	Paint (any kind)


	2 flat paintbrushes, one large and one small*







*FYI Flat paintbrushes work best for this project.




Instructions




	
1.Use the pencil to trace your object anywhere on the paper. Move the object to a different part of the paper and trace it again. And again.

Don’t overlap your outlined shapes.
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2.Paint every part of the paper except for the shapes you’ve traced. Use the larger paintbrush for the areas with more open space and the smaller paintbrush for tighter areas.
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TIP


Take your time and paint very carefully around each object. Negative space paintings look the best when the shapes really stand out. This is a good project to do when you want to practice careful painting.

















Fruit & Flower Collage
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What You’ll Need




	4 small sheets of heavyweight or mixed media paper (5 inches x 8 inches or larger)


	Paints of your choice and a paintbrush


	Pencil


	Scissors


	Large sheet of medium- to heavyweight or construction paper for the background (9 inches x 12 inches or larger)


	White glue or glue stick









Instructions




	
1.Paint every part of the four small sheets of paper. Have fun making different lines and patterns. Use lots of colors so that each sheet of paper looks different.


	
2.Let the paint dry. Then turn the sheets over and on the back draw outlines of different fruits and flowers and the parts that make them up (like leaves, petals, and berries).
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3.Cut out your fruits and flowers and play around with arranging them on the large sheet of background paper.









[image: Step 3 demonstrated]






	
4.When you find an arrangement that you like, glue the pieces down to create a collage.
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Pencil-Eraser Pointillism
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Pointillism is a way of painting that uses tiny dots of paints rather than brush strokes to create a finished work of art. French artist Georges Seurat is famous for his pointillist paintings.
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What You’ll Need




	Pencil (for drawing outline)


	8-inch x 10-inch sheet of heavyweight or mixed media paper or a stretched canvas


	6 colors of acrylic or liquid tempera paint


	Paper plate


	6 pencils with unused erasers
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Instructions




	
1.With your pencil, draw a simple outline of a landscape, a building, or any familiar shape.

Don’t draw any details, just the outline.
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2.Place a little of each paint color onto the paper plate. Make sure to keep the colors separated from each other.









[image: Step 2 demonstrated]






	
3.Dip a pencil eraser into one paint color, then dab it onto the paper. Take your time and use this dotting method to fill in your drawing.
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4. Let the paint dry and then add dots in different colors. This will give your painting a layered look.
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