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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.





Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections





INTRODUCTION


MINI WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION is a humourous tactical guide that illustrates the potential of everyday items to be transformed into a menacing mini arsenal.


This bible of forbidden knowledge will prepare you for a zombie uprising or the inevitable alien invasion. To prevent mass hysteria, proper training is essential. Each weapon is catalogued with an easy-to-read bill of materials, step-by-step instructions and alternate construction methods. And in the final chapter you’ll find a small library of simple targets you can use to master your Mini Weapon shooting skills.


This is a book for warriors of all ages. It pushes the laws of physics, inspires creativity, proposes experimentation and fuels the imagination. Many of the catapults and launchers are great representations of their real-life counterparts, but they cost only pennies, making them great for group exercises and perfect for large-quantity builds.


This book is for entertainment purposes only. Please review the safety page for your personal protection. Build and use these projects at your own risk.





PLAY IT SAFE


THE UNEXPECTED CAN ALWAYS HAPPEN! When building and firing Mini Weapons, be responsible and take every safety precaution. Switching materials, substituting ammunition, assembling improperly, mishandling, targeting inaccurately and misfiring can all cause harm. You should always be prepared for the unknown. Eye protection is a must if you chose to experiment with any of these projects.


Always be aware of your environment, including any spectators and flammable materials, and be careful when handling the launchers. Devices that are based on combustion shooters require gaseous fuel; always start with a small amount of the recommended aerosol, then gradually increase the amount to determine what you need for a successful launch. Crossbows and darts have dangerous points, and elastic and latex shooters fire projectiles at unbelievable force and can cause damage. Never point these launchers at people, animals or anything of value.


It is important to remember that since mini weaponry is homebuilt, it is not always accurate. Basic target blueprints are available at the back of the book; use these to test the accuracy of your Mini Weapons.


This book also features mini bombs. Despite their names, they could never be modified to do serious damage. However, they are very loud and can cause hearing impairment or even hearing loss. Ear protection is recommended for all bombs.


Always be responsible when constructing and using mini weaponry. It is important that you understand that the author, the publisher and the bookseller cannot and will not guarantee your safety. When you try the projects described here, you do so at your own risk. They are not toys!
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BB PENCIL
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The BB Pencil is a small, pocket-sized rifle designed to launch a single BB elastically. Requiring limited supplies, this is a great mechanical gun with incredible accuracy. The pencil retains its original form, making it easy to conceal in plain sight – the perfect double-agent tool.


SUPPLIES


1 inexpensive mechanical pencil


1 wide elastic band


Masking or duct tape


TOOLS


Safety Glasses


Scissors (or craft knife)


AMMO


10+ BBs
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Dissect your inexpensive mechanical pencil using brute strength. Pull out the innards and snap off the pencil tip. If you are unable to perform the decapitation by hand, use pliers. Once removed, the pencil tip can be discarded.


The outer housing of the pencil becomes the barrel of the BB Pencil. Make sure the housing pathway is unobstructed by any plastic fragments that might have broken off while disassembling the pencil.
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Carefully use scissors or a craft knife to remove the tapered end of the plunger. This will make room for the BB to sit in the barrel, waiting to be launched, and prevent it from falling out.


Next, securely fasten a wide elastic band to the rubber end of the plunger with tape. If the rubber is newer, cut a slit in the rubber to slide the elastic band into for additional support.





[image: Illustration]


Once you have modified the plunger, slide it back into the pencil housing barrel.


Lay the elastic band on top of the pencil housing. Eliminate any slack in the elastic band and securely fasten it to the pencil housing with tape. Any malfunction during operation will be directly related to the taping of the elastic band, so make sure it’s secure.
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Your BB Pencil is now fully operational. Load a single BB into the muzzle end of the barrel and choose your target carefully. Then pull back the plunger and let it rip!


This mechanical marvel is capable of firing BBs with incredible force and can cause damage. It is important to remember this Mini Weapon is homebuilt and not always accurate. If you wish to test your BB Pencil, basic targets are available in chapter 7.
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With a few simple additions, you can modify your BB Pencil by incorporating an advanced laser targeting system with additional ammo rounds at your fingertips.


Using an emptied-out pen housing, cut a small BB-sized door at the open end. Then use a small piece of tape to cap the open end. The housing should hold about 30 BBs and can easily be dumped out for a quick reload.


Next, tape both the pen housing and a small, inexpensive laser pointer onto your BB Pencil. Turn on your pointer when you are ready to fire.






COIN SHOOTER
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Everyone on the ground – the party’s over! The Coin Shooter is an amazing, inexpensive elastic launcher with an incredible range. Because the gun housing is made from a recycled toilet roll tube and a balloon, you’ll not only be firing pennies, you’ll also be saving them.


SUPPLIES


1 balloon


1 toilet roll tube


Duct tape


TOOLS


Safety Glasses


Scissors


AMMO


1+ coins
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Using scissors, cut one standard-sized latex balloon in half as shown. Throw the mouth end away or recycle it; you will not need it for this build.
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Now it’s time to manufacture the barrel of your elastic cannon. Toilet roll tubes are ideal for this component. If toilet rolls are not available, you can find thick, sturdy tubes inside rolls of paper towels, aluminium foil and wrapping paper.


Pull the balloon head that you cut over the end of the cardboard cylinder. Once in place, tape it securely into position without denting or crushing the tube. Then once taped, pull the balloon back to test your adhesive restraint. Add more tape if needed. It is important that you do not alter the tube diameter when securing the tape. This will affect the efficiency of the launcher.
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Now load a coin into the muzzle end of the shooter. With your fingers, locate the ammunition in the balloon. Holding the coin between your fingers, pull back the balloon and safely aim the muzzle away from spectators and anything breakable. Release your ammunition from your grip and let it go! The latex will catapult your coin through the barrel at high velocity.


Replacing the short barrel with a longer barrel will help with the accuracy of this firearm. Also, although the gun is designed to launch coins, other low-cost ammunition can be used instead – rubbers, marshmallows, paper clips, pen caps, small foldback clips, peanuts, bouncy balls and small sweets.


Never operate the launcher if the balloon is starting to show signs of wear.






BEAN SHOOTER
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The Bean Shooter is the perfect pocket-sized latex launcher. With its unbreakable plastic frame design and commanding firepower, it’s ideal for the on-the-go hobbyist sharpshooter.


SUPPLIES


1 plastic bottle


1 balloon


Duct tape


TOOLS


Safety glasses


Penknife


Scissors


AMMO


1+ dried beans
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With over 20 billion bottles of water sold each year, finding a suitable Bean Shooter frame shouldn’t be a problem. How about recycling one of those billons into a musket marvel?


Using one of your penknife blades, cut off the threaded neck of a plastic bottle. Once you have removed the neck, use your knife to trim off any sharp protrusions that may be left on the cut edge.
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Like the Coin Shooter, the Bean Shooter’s power source is a standard-sized latex balloon. Using scissors, cut the balloon in half as shown and discard the mouth end.


Balloons come in many shapes and sizes. A traditional round balloon is recommended for this type of launcher, but feel free to test other balloon shapes for varied results.
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Assembly of your Bean Shooter is quick and easy. Take the half section of the balloon and tape it tightly to the bottle top. It is important to be certain that you’ve cleaned up the cut edge of the bottle as described in step 1. Sharp edges will cut your balloon and cause a malfunction.
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