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				CHAPTER 1

				I’m sneaking around, trying to put off the big confrontation as long as I can.

				I know it’s only a matter of time, but hopefully I’ll get a chance to catch them off guard and they won’t know what’s hit them.

				I can’t wait any longer, I’m going in…

			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				6

			

		

		
			
				I walk into my house and find Mum and Dad both in the kitchen, chatting.

				I drop my school bag in the corner and say, really casually: “Hi Mum, hi Dad, hope you had a nice day, mine was great, can one of you lend me your debit card please?”

				They stop chatting.

				Neither of them says: “Of course, Tyler, we’re sure you’ll use it responsibly so we’re not even going to ask what it’s for.” Which is disappointing.

				“Why?” says Dad.

				“No,” says Mum.

				Well, it was worth a try.

				“I just need to buy some V-bucks for Fortnite,” I say. “It won’t cost very much. I’ll pay you back, or you can take it out of my pocket money, whatever’s easiest.”

				“Why can’t you just buy the things with money? Why do you have to buy these ‘bucks’?”

				“Because that’s just how it works,” I say.
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				“I don’t understand it.”

				“You don’t have to understand it, you just have to buy them for me.”

				“Haven’t you spent enough on it already?”

				“I’ve never spent any money on it, ever.”

				Mum looks at me suspiciously.

			

		

		
			
				Really?

			

		

		
			
				That doesn’t sound right. Are you sure you haven’t spent money on it without realising?

			

		

		
			
				No!
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				Mum thinks I’m an idiot.

				“It is free to play,” says Dad. “I checked it out.”

				“Why do you need to spend money on it now?” says Mum. “Is it one of those things where there’s a free trial and then it costs loads to keep going?”

				“No, nothing like that,” I say. “I just want to buy some stuff to make the game more… fun.”

				This is sort of true – I think it will make the game more fun.

				But the real reason I need to do it is because Ellie said I had to.

				And of course, if I told Mum that she’d say “Well, if Ellie told you to jump off a cliff, would you do it?”

				As it happens I have jumped off a cliff because Ellie told me to – in Fortnite, that is.

				Her reboot card was at the bottom of the cliff and it was just about to time out, and there wasn’t time to go round the long way.

				(I didn’t survive.)
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				Stop being a wuss, Tyler, and jump! 

				It’s not that far! 

				You’ll probably survive!
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				Anyway, I have to do what Ellie says because she’s the leader of our squad.

				In two weeks’ time we’re entering a local tournament called Llamafest and I won’t be allowed on the squad if I’m still using the noob skin.

				(I dunno who they’ll replace me with, because everyone else we know who’s any good – Amy, Jake, Leon – is already in a squad.)

				Ellie reminded me of all this today during lunch break at school, when we had a strategy meeting in the playground – just her and me and Sana.

			

		

		
			
				Ellie

			

		

		
			
				Sana
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				Alfie, the fourth member of our squad (and, weirdly, Ellie’s boyfriend) wasn’t there, because he goes 

				to a different school.

				A new season has just launched, so we needed to talk over what’s changed and make sure we all know our way around the new map.

				Ellie was in a bad mood anyway because her favourite weapon has been vaulted and one of her favourite locations has suddenly become really popular.

				When I told her I hadn’t done anything about getting a new skin yet, she rolled her eyes. “You’re really letting the squad down, Tyler.”

				“Sorry,” I said, “I was just –”

				“He’s been waiting for the new season so he can buy the Battle Pass,” said Sana.

			

		

		
			
				Alfie
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				“Haven’t you got the new Battle Pass yet?” said a voice belonging to someone behind me, as if it was the dumbest, most hilarious thing in the world.

				I turned around and there was Leon. He’s a friend of ours, supposedly.

				“So what?” said Sana.

				“I’m already at level 37,” Leon said, grinning in that annoying way he does.

			

		

		
			
				No you’re not! I was spectating your match last night and you’re only on 19!

			

		

		
			
				Ah, that was yesterday. 

				I’m at 37 now.
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				“Shut up, it’s impossible to get that far up the levels that quickly.” A lot of things wind Ellie up, but nothing more than Leon lying about his Fortnite exploits.

				Of course, Leon knows this and so he makes this stuff up just to annoy her.

				“Are you losers entering Llamafest then?” Leon said.

				“No, actually,” I said, “because we’re not losers.” This sounded better in my head.

				“You’re not entering then?”

				“Obviously we’re entering,” said Sana. “Tyler just meant –’

				“Are you playing with that weird kid who doesn’t do eliminations?”

				“Shut up and go away,” said Ellie, screwing her eyes up. Leon doesn’t know Alfie’s her boyfriend, and she doesn’t want him to.

				“So you’ve got Weird Kid,” said Leon, “Noob Skin Boy –” he pointed at me as he said this – “and Anger Management Girl,” he said, pointing at Ellie. “Sana, you can come over to my squad any time.”
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				“I told you last time,” said Sana, “and the five times before that – no thanks.”

				Leon shrugged and walked away. Afterwards Sana and I left Ellie to seethe on her own for a bit.

				“Don’t worry,” she said, “I’ll take you through how to set up the Battle Pass.”

				“Thanks,” I said, “but that’s not what I’m worried about. My parents are bound to make a big deal about me spending money on Fortnite.”

				“Why?”

				“Because they like making a big deal about things.”

				Just then, Maisie walked past and said, “I knew it!”

				We looked around. “Knew what?” said Sana.

				“I knew you two would get together!”

				We both laughed, a bit loudly and a bit weirdly. “We’re not… no, we just…”

				Then the bell rang to signal the end of lunch and we dashed inside…
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				Anyway, back to now. As I predicted, Mum and Dad are making a big deal about it.

				Mum thinks it’s silly to spend money on something that only exists in a game. But Dad says at least if it exists in a game it’s not yet another thing I can leave in the middle of the living-room floor.

				“Well, it’s your money,” says Mum and goes back to her laptop.

				Dad pays for the V-bucks and I buy the Battle Pass.

			

		

		
			
				Bye bye,

				noob skin!
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				I’ve got a bunch of messages from Sana guiding me through the Battle Pass – which I showed Mum and Dad to convince them it was a good idea, because they think Sana’s more sensible than me.

				I mean, they’re not wrong.

				So there are lots of cool skins and other stuff you can buy in exchange for V-bucks, but for about half the price you can buy a Battle Pass.

				There’s a new Battle Pass for each season, and it means as you go up

				the XP levels you can earn rewards... skins, wraps, accessories, music

				and loading screens.

				You’ll have already picked up a few things if you’ve played through earlier seasons without the pass, because some of the items are free to all players.

				When you buy a Battle Pass you get one new skin straight away, and if you play through the whole Battle Pass up to level 100, you’ll get about five new skins... with matching gliders, wraps, harvesting tools and back bling!
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				Even if you only play enough to unlock 30 or 40 levels... which is pretty easy to do... you’ll end up with plenty of new stuff.

				So it’s a much better deal than just buying one new outfit from the store, even though there are some really cool ones!

				If you want to be really smart with your money, there’s a way to earn enough V-bucks to buy the next Battle Pass without having to buy any more...

				Often you can earn 100 V-bucks as a reward for levelling up. You can

				spend these... or you can save them!

				On previous seasons I’ve reached the end of the Battle Pass and earned more than enough V-bucks to pay for the next one! You just have to have the willpower not to spend them on other stuff...

				Hope that’s enough info for now. Sana x
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				Must... resist... awesome... skins...
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				After playing for a while with the Battle Pass activated, the game does feel different.

				When you get rewards for going up the levels, the game feels more… well, rewarding.

				It gives you a different way to get satisfaction out of playing the game, beyond getting eliminations and victories!

				It also makes you focus more on ways to earn XP – because the normal ways of playing the game don’t actually earn you that much! Not even a Victory Royale.

				There are other ways of racking up that XP – and many of them have nothing to do with fighting other players…
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				CHAPTER 2

				Suddenly I feel really motivated to go up a few levels

				– my favourite skin in the Battle Pass unlocks at level 50, and I’d like to get it in time for the tournament.

				I don’t really care what Ellie thinks, as long as she gets off my back… but I worry Sana thinks I don’t look cool enough?

				Er, in the game, I mean.

				So I launch into a match – let’s get that XP up!

				“So what’s the difference between the weapons then?” asks Dad.

				After Dad helped me buy my V-bucks, I’d expected him to wander off. But he’s still there - sitting on the sofa watching me play.

				“Er,” I say as I thank the bus driver, “just different ranges, and they do different damage, and different rates of firing. They’re just different.”
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				“Yeah, but which is which?”
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