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Dedication

This book is dedicated to expectant parents who take the responsibility of selecting a name for their baby seriously.

With this book, you’ll find that the process of searching for a name has changed from finding a name that you like to finding a name that will give your child a head start in life and be a pleasure for him or her—and you—to live with.

Because this book will improve your skill at weighing the pros and cons of names, it can help you make a more intelligent choice, and I think it’ll also make the process of discussing names with your partner, friends, and family a lot more productive.



Introduction

Have you ever opened a dictionary-style baby name book and wanted more? Not more names—more guidance. Of course, it’s great to have a large number of names at your fingertips, but so many options may make it difficult to find a name that will work for you and your baby. By that I mean:

• a name both you and your partner will love

• a name your child will find a pleasure to live with

• a name that will give your child a head start in life

If you want a better, smarter way to choose your baby’s name, 5-Star Baby Name Advisor is for you. It features a wide selection of names complete with origins and meanings—information found in many dictionary-style books. But what makes it truly unique is that it also provides practical information and advice that will help you make a wise selection you and your child won’t regret later on.

In this book I rate each name based on six important factors: first impression, gender association, popularity and trend, spelling, pronunciation, and versatility. The cumulative score for each name is reflected in a star rating. (5 stars is the highest rating; 1 star is the lowest.) I then conclude each name profile with brief commentary detailing my final thoughts or concerns.

Although it is impossible to completely avoid subjectivity in the rating process, I used strict criteria to make it as objective as possible. The criteria are based on the common-sense values of parents concerned about the happiness and success of their children. This book is the product of my experience advising parents about names for more than thirty years.

As you browse each name in this book (or scan the quick-and-easy Star Search feature), try not to interpret the star rating in terms of how “good” or “bad” a name is. Instead, the rating is intended to answer these two questions: How comfortable will your child be with that name? How positive an impression will that name make for him or her?

Of course, your own preferences will play a key role in the process of choosing a name. You want to select a name that you will be happy with. But with this book in your hands, you can select a name that will also benefit your child. (Many outrageous celebrity baby names seem to be ego trips for the parents—no matter what kind of burden they might inflict on the children.)

If you ultimately choose a name with a low score, for whatever reason, at least you’ll be aware of its potential to inconvenience your child daily and send strange vibes to others. Knowing that, I’m hoping you’ll select a higher-rated middle name to give your child a fallback option.

Now I’ll discuss the six criteria I used to rate every name in this book.

First Impression

Famous people often affect the first impressions names make. Picture someone named Elvis. (Did the image of Elvis Presley immediately come to mind?) Now picture someone named Gwyneth. (Did Gwyneth Paltrow come to mind?) Although we don’t always realize it, names can create vivid images in our minds. Some names (e.g., Elvis and Gwyneth) immediately remind us of famous namesakes; other names suggest specific physical, psychological, or social attributes (e.g., Bertha = oversized; Gaylord = wimpy; Pansy = timid; Buffy = snooty; Archie = goofy; and Bartholomew = rich).

Even names you’ve never heard of still make a strong impression on you. Imagine you’re a kindergarten teacher taking attendance on the first day of school—a school attended by the children of celebrities. When you call their names—Apple, Dweezil, Audio Science, Daisy Boo, and Moxie CrimeFighter—how will their classmates respond? Now imagine you’re an employer: If you received a resumé from a job applicant with one of those names, how would you respond?

For each name in this book, you’ll find a first impression based on data from thousands of parents and parents-to-be about the images they associate with names. Before you settle on a name, consider what impression it will make on your child’s future friends, teachers, employers, and acquaintances. Will the name give him or her a head start in life? Will people hear the name and assume your child is smart, attractive, or friendly—or will they assume he or she is snobby, dumb, or nerdy?

When rating names, I favor those that create positive impressions over those that create negative or strange impressions.

Gender Association

Al is a name used by boys. Alex is used by boys and girls—but mostly boys. Alix is used by boys and girls—but mostly girls. Alexa is a name used by girls. All names—even those within the same name “family”—have unique gender associations.

Will teachers know your child’s gender when they see his or her name on the class list? Later in life, will potential employers know whether your child is a man or woman when they read a resumé? Will your child’s mail be addressed to “Ms.” instead of “Mr.” or vice versa? These are real-life situations in which gender association comes into play. Although current naming trends suggest some parents like names that blur gender lines, other parents like names with crystal-clear gender association.

When rating names, I prefer those with clear gender association. I understand that a masculine-sounding name can “strengthen” a girl’s image and a feminine-sounding name can “soften” a boy’s image, but I also understand that children can be quite sensitive about gender issues.

Popularity and Trend

Because Emily and Jacob are so popular, it’s possible there might be two or three children with those names in your child’s daycare class. That’s the downside to choosing names high on the U.S. Social Security Administration’s (SSA) list of the thousand most popular boys’ and girls’ names. If you choose a name lower on the list, your child is less likely to share that name with a classmate. But a name’s ubiquity isn’t the only issue to consider when it comes to popularity rankings—quality is key, too. Keep in mind that the lower you go on the SSA list, the more likely you are to encounter unusual variations of popular names (like Kayli) or names that seem dated and old fashioned (like Clarence or Elmer).

The popularity of names, like the length of hemlines and the width of ties, is subject to change. That’s clearly demonstrated in the yearly SSA rankings. Even if you’re not a slave to “fashion,” it’s wise to consider a name’s popularity (where it falls in the SSA rankings) and its trend (whether it has risen or fallen in popularity over the years) before bestowing it upon your child. Doing so can help you avoid choosing an outdated, unfashionable name, but it can just as easily help you avoid the name du jour.

That’s why I’ve listed popularity and trend information for each name. Many names include SSA data from today and 2000, indicating the trend thus far in the decade. As you’ll see, other names haven’t appeared in the SSA’s Top 1000 in decades. Still other names have never appeared on the Top 1000 list at any time.

When rating names, I agree with psychologists who say children with popular names have better odds of success than children with uncommon names—unless the name is so popular that the child may not feel unique.

Spelling

Some parents think their child will be special if they give him or her a special name—a goal they often try to accomplish by starting with a name they like (e.g., Cathleen) and giving it an unusual spelling (e.g., Catheleene). If you open a copy of 100,000+ Baby Names, you’ll discover how popular it is for parents to choose unusual spellings for common (or even uncommon) names. There you’ll find sixty-two variations of Cathleen. That number doesn’t even include the thirty-nine variations of Cafleen, nor does it include the sixteen variations of Kathleen and the thirty-nine variations of Kafleen.

Many parents alter a name’s spelling without a second thought to the consequences. In my opinion, spelling isn’t a factor you should ignore. How you spell your child’s name will affect him or her for life. Creative spelling is an easy way to personalize a name, but the more creative you get, the more problems other people will have with the name. Having a name that’s hard to spell could be a daily inconvenience to your child. If your child’s name is Mikal, he’ll either need to correct people who spell it Michael or will have to spell it letter by letter every time he gives his name. Don’t forget that a hard-to-spell name is probably also hard to pronounce. Worse yet, a silly “alphabet soup” spelling might create an equally silly impression of your child.

When rating names, I favor the most common and easy-to-spell names over more esoteric variations.

Pronunciation

Which syllable(s) should you emphasize when calling Philomena? Is Alicia pronounced “a-LEE-seeya,” “a-LISH-a,” or “a-LEE-sha”? People in Ireland may know how to pronounce Siobhan, but do you? (You’ll find the correct pronunciation on page 168.)

Most parents think pronunciation is more important than spelling. The sound of a name is its true essence—it’s what makes a name a name. As a parent, you can choose to pronounce your child’s name however you want. But will a teacher be able to pronounce your child’s name on the first day of school? How will a nurse pronounce it in the waiting room at the doctor’s office? How will a potential employer pronounce it when calling for an interview?

No matter what pronunciation you choose for your baby’s name, you need to keep in mind how other people may pronounce it based on spelling alone. If you select a difficult-to-pronounce name or a more obscure pronunciation for a classic name, don’t be surprised if your child spends the rest of his or her life correcting people.

When rating names, I favor names that have simple, common pronunciations and/or are easy to pronounce phonetically.

Versatility

To illustrate the importance of versatility, let’s use the name Elizabeth: You can call her by her given name, or you can call her Liz, Lizzie, Lisa, Liza, Eliza, Beth, Betsy, Betty, Bess, or Bessie. It’s like getting eleven names in one. (To see the nickname options for Elizabeth or any other name, check out the “Common Nicknames” section of the profile.)

But versatility is more than just the number of nicknames—it’s how well a name can adapt to various social situations throughout your child’s life. With its great versatility, William will serve your son well in any situation at any point in time. He can be Billy as little boy, Will in high school, William when applying to law school, and “just plain Bill” when he runs for public office.

Different names have different degrees of versatility. Some have only one common nickname, such as Gabriel (Gabe) and Joshua (Josh). Other names have no nicknames at all, such as my own name, Bruce. While Bruce or Gabriel aren’t as flexible as William or Elizabeth, they’re still appropriate for both formal and informal use.

At the bottom of the versatility scale are names traditionally used as nicknames rather than legal, given names. (These names are defined as “familiar forms” or “short forms” of other names in their respective profiles.) Take Lizzie and Timmy: They’re approachable and youthful, but they’re also very informal and juvenile. They don’t create a mature impression when your child graduates from high school, applies to college, or goes on a job interview. Even Liz and Tim are more versatile, but they, too, are not formal enough for situations requiring authority or ceremony.

When rating names for versatility, I prefer names with many options appropriate for both informal and formal use. From an opposite perspective, versatility is important to consider if you don’t like nicknames at all. In that case, don’t pick a name with lots of nickname options. You can call your child by any name you want, but you can’t control what your family calls him or her (unless you want to spend every breath correcting them). More importantly, you’ll have absolutely no control over what school-mates call him or her. Bottom line: If you don’t want your William to become Billy, choose another name.

Now that you’re familiar with all of the criteria, you’ll be able to understand how I arrived at the star rankings for each name. And you’ll be better prepared to assess any name that strikes your fancy.

I hope you thoroughly enjoy the process of searching for a name that will work well for both you and your child. I hope you’ll pick a name you love—while keeping in mind how the name you select will affect your child’s happiness and success.

Pick a winner!
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Star Search

Girls’ Names

5 Stars

Abigail

Allison

Amber

Amelia

Angela

Angelina

Anna

Ashlyn

Audrey

Bella

Brooke

Cadence

Charlotte

Christine

Diana

Ella

Emma

Faith

Florence

Gabriela

Gabrielle

Grace

Gracie

Harmony

Isabel

Jacqueline

Jade

Janelle

Jenna

Josephine

Julia

Julie

Juliet

Katherine

Kylie

Lauren

Leah

Lillian

Lily

Lucille

Lucy

Maya

Megan

Melody

Natalie

Olive

Olivia

Piper

Rachel

Rebecca

Samantha

Sara

Sarah

Savannah

Serenity

Vanessa

Violet

4 Stars

Abby

Ada

Addie

Adelaide

Aileen

Aimee

Alana

Alexa

Alexandria

Alexis

Alice

Alicia

Alissa

Allie

Alma

Alyssa

Amanda

Amy

Ana

Anastasia

Andrea

Angie

Anita

Ann

Annie

Anya

April

Aretha

Ariel

Ashley

Asia

Athena

Aubrey

Aurora

Autumn

Ava

Belle

Bernice

Beth

Bethany

Betsy

Bianca

Bliss

Brenda

Brenna

Briana

Brianna

Bridget

Caitlyn

Callidora

Callie

Camille

Camryn

Capri

Caprice

Carissa

Carla

Carlen

Carlotta

Carly

Carol

Carolina

Caroline

Casey

Cassandra

Cassidy

Catherine

Celeste

Charisma

Charisse

Charity

Charlene

Chastity

Chelsea

Cheyenne

Chloe

Christina

Cicely

Claire

Clara

Cora

Cordelia

Corinne

Daisy

Dakota

Danica

Danielle

Darla

Delilah

Delta

Destiny

Dianne

Dixie

Dolly

Dora

Dorothy

Ebony

Eileen

Eldora

Eleanor

Elise

Elizabeth

Ellen

Ellie

Emily

Erin

Estelle

Eva

Eve

Fantasia

Felicity

Florida

Francine

Frida

Gabriella

Georgina

Gina

Giselle

Glenda

Gloria

Greta

Hannah

Hayley

Hazel

Heidi

Holly

Hope

India

Iris

Isabella

Ivy

Jada

Jana

Jane

Janet

Janna

Jasmine

Jayne

Jena

Jenay

Jennifer

Jenny

Jessica

Jill

Jillian

Jocelyn

Jolene

Jolie

Jordan

Josie

Journey

Joy

Judith

Juliana

Justine

Kate

Katharine

Kathleen

Katrina

Kay

Kayla

Kaylee

Kelsey

Kendra

Kenya

Kessie

Kimberly

Kira

Koren

Kristin

Kristina

Kyla

Lacey

Lainey

Larissa

Laura

Laurel

Leandra

Leilani

Liberty

Lila

Linda

Lola

Lolly

Lonna

Lorraine

Louisa

Luna

Lyla

Mackenzie

Madeline

Madison

Magdalen

Mallory

Marcella

Margaret

Maria

Mariah

Marie

Mariel

Marietta

Marissa

Marit

Martha

Martina

Mary

Mary Ellen

Matilda

Melanie

Melissa

Mia

Michaela

Michelle

Miranda

Modesta

Modesty

Molly

Montana

Nadia

Nancy

Nanette

Naomi

Natalia

Nessa

Nicole

Nina

Olympia

Oprah

Paige

Patience

Patricia

Paula

Pauline

Penelope

Phoebe

Posy

Priscilla

Reba

Reese

Regina

Renee

Roberta

Rochelle

Roma

Rosa

Rosalie

Rose

Rosemary

Ruth

Sable

Sabrina

Samara

Sandra

Savanna

Scarlett

Selena

Serena

Shelby

Shirley

Sierra

Skye

Sofia

Sophia

Sophie

Stella

Stephanie

Stockard

Summer

Susan

Susannah

Suzanne

Sydney

Tabitha

Tamara

Tatiana

Taylor

Tessa

Tia

Trinity

Trista

Valerie

Verena

Victoria

Virginia

Vivian

Wanda

Wilhelmina

Willow

Yolanda

Zoe

Zola

3 Stars

Aaliyah

Abira

Adele

Adeline

Adora

Adrienne

Agnes

Akiko

Akina

Alexandra

Alisha

Allegra

Alyson

Amaya

Anezka

Angelica

Angelique

Anika

Annette

Annika

Antoinette

Antonia

Aria

Ariana

Arlene

Astra

Audra

Avril

Babette

Bailey

Baka

Barbara

Beatrice

Becca

Becky

Belinda

Benita

Berkley

Bernadette

Bess

Bette

Betty

Beverly

Blanca

Blanche

Bonita

Bonnie

Breanna

Bree

Breena

Brigitte

Britta

Brittney

Buffy

Caitlin

Camilla

Candace

Candida

Candra

Cara

Carina

Carlene

Carmen

Carrie

Cassie

Cecelia

Celine

Chanel

Chantal

Charmaine

Chavi

Chaya

Cheryl

Chika

Chiquita

Christy

Cindy

Clare

Clarissa

Claudia

Colleen

Connie

Constance

Consuelo

Cori

Corrina

Courtney

Cristy

Crystal

Cynthia

Daphne

Darcy

Darlene

Dawn

Deirdre

Della

Denise

Desiree

Diamond

Diane

Doris

Dottie

Eartha

Eden

Edith

Ela

Elaine

Electra

Elena

Eliza

Elsie

Erica

Esmeralda

Esperanza

Ethel

Evelyn

Evie

Fawn

Felice

Felicia

Fiona

Flannery

Fran

Frances

Francesca

Gaby

Gail

Gemma

Genevieve

Georgette

Georgia

Gillian

Ginger

Ginny

Giovana

Glenna

Greer

Gretchen

Gretel

Gwen

Gwendolyn

Gwyneth

Hallie

Hanna

Harriet

Heather

Helen

Henrietta

Hilary

Ilene

Imogene

Inga

Ingrid

Irene

Italia

Ivory

Jackie

Jaclyn

Jaime

Janae

Janie

Janine

Jeanette

Jelena

Jessie

Joan

Joanna

Joni

Joyce

Judy

Julianne

June

Kacey

Kali

Kameko

Kanika

Karen

Kari

Kass

Katarina

Katelyn

Kathy

Katie

Katina

Katy

Kaya

Kerry

Kiara

Kim

Kirsten

Kora

Krista

Kristen

Kristine

Krystal

Kyra

Laila

Lakeisha

Lana

Lane

Latonya

Latoya

Laurie

Laverne

Lawanda

Lea

Leigh

Leila

Lenora

Letitia

Lia

Lilac

Lilah

Lilith

Lina

Lindsay

Lindsey

Lisa

Liz

Lois

Loretta

Lori

Louise

Lucia

Lucie

Lucinda

Lulu

Lupita

Lydia

Lynette

Lynn

Maddie

Maggie

Maisie

Malana

Mandy

Mansi

Mara

Marcia

Marcy

Margarita

Marguerite

Marilyn

Marjorie

Marlene

Marley

Marlo

Marsha

Marta

Mary Beth

Maura

Maureen

Mauve

Maxine

May

McKayla

Meredith

Mickie

Mildred

Millie

Mindy

Minka

Minnie

Miriam

Missy

Mona

Monica

Monique

Morgan

Muriel

Mya

Natasha

Neena

Nerissa

Nia

Nicolette

Nikita

Noel

Nola

Nora

Norma

Nyssa

Octavia

Oletha

Onella

Opal

Ophelia

Pamela

Paris

Patrice

Paulette

Pavla

Paz

Pearl

Peggy

Pennie

Petula

Phylicia

Polly

Poria

Prudence

Rae

Ramona

Reagan

Reanna

Regan

Rhea

Rhiannon

Rhoda

Rhonda

Ricki

Riona

Rita

Robyn

Rori

Rosalyn

Roseanna

Roseanne

Roxanna

Rue

Sabina

Sabra

Sagara

Sage

Sally

Sandy

Sarina

Selina

Shakila

Shakira

Shanna

Shannon

Sharon

Shauna

Sheba

Sheena

Shelly

Sherry

Shonda

Shoshana

Simone

Sondra

Stacy

Storm

Sue

Sunny

Sunshine

Suzette

Suzie

Sylvia

Taffy

Taka

Tameka

Tammy

Tara

Taryn

Tasha

Tatum

Tess

Thea

Theresa

Therese

Thomasina

Tiffany

Tina

Tisha

Torie

Torrance

Tova

Tracy

Trish

Trudy

Tyne

Tyra

Vanna

Veda

Velma

Vera

Verna

Veronica

Wendy

Whitney

Winifred

Winona

Winter

Yoko

Zahara

Zaida

Zaza

Zelia

2 Stars

Adena

Agatha

Alberta

Alena

Ali

Andreana

Aolani

Bambi

Barbie

Bertha

Billie

Blair

Blythe

Brandy

Brie

Britany

Brittany

Bunny

Calantha

Caley

Carey

Cathleen

Cathy

Celia

Cheri

Christa

Clementine

Collette

Cyndi

Dana

Dani

Deborah

Dee Dee

Delia

Delores

Delphine

Demi

Dena

Dina

Dominique

Donna

Doreen

Doria

Drusilla

Edna

Enid

Ester

Eugenia

Geraldine

Germaine

Ghita

Gladys

Glory

Guadalupe

Guinevere

Haley

Hasana

Hedda

Hedwig

Helga

Hermosa

Honora

Hortense

Huberta

Ida

Iman

Irma

Janis

Jean

Jeri

Jessamine

Jezebel

Jo

Jodi

Juanita

Kala

Kalare

Kalinda

Kaliska

Kelby

Kelly

Kimi

Kimmy

Kishi

Kitra

Kona

Kristi

Lacy

Lara

Laveda

Leona

Libby

Linnea

Liza

Lorna

Mabel

Mae

Maira

Maire

Marnie

Maud

Mead

Meka

Melinda

Mercedes

Meryl

Millicent

Milly

Mimi

Mireille

Misty

Mitzi

Moira

Myra

Nadine

Nailah

Narcissa

Nevaeh

Nidia

Nike

Nikki

Noreen

Norell

Nyx

Oceana

Odele

Odera

Olga

Orella

Othelia

Pansy

Patti

Phaedra

Phyllis

Portia

Rachael

Racquel

Randi

Raven

Reilly

Romola

Sapphire

Sasha

Shari

Sharlene

Sheila

Sissy

Sonya

Stacey

Stacia

Starr

Stevie

Stormy

Sybil

Sylvana

Tanya

Tawny

Tegan

Terri

Theone

Tierney

Toni

Tonya

Tricia

Trina

Urania

Uriana

Ursula

Vicki

Yasmine

Yvonne

Zena

Zephyr

Zizi

1 Star

Anais

Baba

Blinda

Cai

Candi

Chiara

Chris

Donata

Eunice

Fifi

Fleta

Helene

Heloise

Iolanthe

Isi

Jody

Lizina

Lorena

Margaux

Margot

Myrna

Nellie

Pandita

Pat

Pythia

Qadira

Siobhan

Svetlana

Tanith

Thema

Winda

Yvette


Boys’ Names

5 Stars

Abraham

Adam

Alexander

Andrew

Angel

Asher

Austin

Benjamin

Brian

Bryson

Caleb

Carlos

Carson

Carter

Charles

Chase

Christian

Christopher

Daniel

David

Dominic

Edward

Elijah

Gabriel

Hayden

Henry

Isaac

Jack

Jackson

James

Jason

Joel

John

Joseph

Joshua

Jude

Kenneth

Kevin

Logan

Lucas

Luke

Matthew

Maxwell

Moses

Nathan

Nicholas

Oliver

Owen

Paul

Ricardo

Robert

Ronald

Steven

Thomas

Timothy

William

4 Stars

Aaron

Abel

Abram

Adler

Adrian

Adriel

Aidan

Aladdin

Albert

Alberto

Alec

Alex

Andre

Ansel

Anthony

Antonio

Armen

Arthur

Arturo

August

Augustus

Barton

Bennett

Benson

Bill

Blaine

Bond

Brad

Brant

Brayden

Brendan

Brent

Brett

Bryan

Bryce

Caden

Calvin

Cameron

Campbell

Carl

Carlo

Chad

Chance

Chandler

Clark

Clay

Clayton

Cliff

Clint

Cole

Connor

Constantine

Cooper

Craig

Curt

Dakota

Dale

Danny

Darius

Dave

Deangelo

Denver

Derek

Desmond

Diego

Donald

Donovan

Douglas

Drake

Drew

Duncan

Dustin

Dylan

Earl

Edgar

Edwin

Eli

Elvis

Emerson

Emmanuel

Eric

Ethan

Evan

Fletcher

Gage

Garrett

Garrison

Garth

Gavin

Grady

Grant

Grayson

Greg

Gregory

Griffin

Guy

Harmon

Harrison

Heath

Hector

Horace

Houston

Hunter

Isaiah

Israel

Jacob

Jaden

Jake

Jamison

Jasper

Jay

Jayden

Jeff

Jefferson

Jeremiah

Jesse

Jesus

Joe

Jonah

Jonas

Jonathan

Jordan

Jose

Josh

Josiah

Justin

Keith

Kellan

Kelvin

Ken

Kent

Kermit

Kirk

Kyle

Lance

Landon

Leon

Levi

Louis

Manuel

Marc

Marco

Marcus

Mario

Marlon

Marshall

Martin

Mason

Merlin

Michael

Miles

Myles

Nathaniel

Nick

Noah

Nolan

Orlando

Orson

Pablo

Parker

Patrick

Peter

Porter

Quincy

Quinn

Ranger

Raymond

Reggie

Ricky

Roberto

Rodney

Roland

Roman

Ross

Roy

Ruben

Ryan

Sam

Samuel

Saul

Seth

Shane

Shepherd

Silas

Simba

Skipper

Skyler

Spencer

Stephen

Sutherland

Sylvester

Tanner

Teddy

Theo

Theodore

Toby

Tremaine

Trent

Tristan

Tyler

Victor

Vince

Vincent

Walter

Will

Wilson

Winston

Wood

Wyatt

Zachary

Zane

3 Stars

Ace

Addison

Akeem

Alden

Alejandro

Alfonso

Alfred

Alfredo

Ali

Allen

Alvin

Amos

Anders

Andy

Angus

Antoine

Archie

Argus

Armando

Arnold

Aron

Ashton

Aubrey

Avery

Barak

Barry

Beaman

Beau

Ben

Bentley

Bernard

Blake

Bo

Bob

Bobby

Braden

Bradford

Bradley

Brady

Brandon

Breck

Brock

Bruce

Bud

Buddy

Byron

Caesar

Carlton

Carrick

Casey

Casper

Cedric

Charlie

Charlton

Chester

Chris

Chuck

Clifford

Clinton

Colby

Colin

Collin

Corey

Cornelius

Cory

Curtis

Cyrus

Dalton

Dan

Dante

Darby

Darren

Darrius

Daryl

Dennis

Denny

Devin

Dexter

Dick

Dirk

Don

Dorian

Doyle

Dudley

Duff

Dusty

Eddie

Edmund

Eduardo

Elias

Elliot

Ellis

Elmer

Elmo

Elton

Emery

Emil

Emilio

Emmett

Enrique

Ephraim

Ernest

Ernie

Ezekiel

Ezra

Fabian

Ferdinand

Fernando

Finnegan

Forrest

Francis

Franklin

Fred

Frederick

Frick

Fritz

Fynn

Gabe

Gareth

Gary

Gaylord

Gene

George

Gerald

Gerard

Gideon

Gilbert

Godfrey

Gordon

Graham

Harold

Harry

Harvey

Herbert

Herman

Holden

Homer

Howard

Hubert

Hugh

Hugo

Humphrey

Ian

Ira

Irving

Ivan

Jamal

Jared

Jed

Jeffrey

Jeremy

Jeriah

Jermaine

Jerome

Jimmy

Joey

Johann

Johnny

Jorge

Juan

Judd

Jules

Julian

Julius

Kale

Keaton

Keelan

Keenan

Keene

Kelly

Kenny

Kerry

Kieran

Kim

King

Kohana

Kurt

Lane

Larry

Leif

Leo

Leonard

Leroy

Lester

Lewis

Liam

Lionel

Lister

Lonnie

Lorenzo

Lorne

Luther

Lyle

Lyndon

Mack

Malcolm

Marion

Mark

Marvin

Mateo

Matt

Maurice

Max

Melvin

Mervin

Miguel

Mike

Milton

Montgomery

Monty

Morgan

Morris

Muhammed

Navin

Nelson

Noel

Norman

Ollie

Omar

Oscar

Oz

Paddy

Pedro

Philip

Pin

Preston

Quentin

Quinlan

Raheem

Ralph

Ramon

Randy

Raul

Ray

Reese

Regis

Reid

Rex

Rhett

Richard

Rick

Riley

Ringo

Robbie

Rocky

Rodrigo

Roger

Rolando

Ron

Roosevelt

Royce

Rudolph

Rudy

Russell

Rusty

Sadler

Salvador

Sammy

Samson

Santiago

Sawyer

Scott

Sean

Sebastian

Senior

Sergio

Shavar

Shawn

Sherman

Sidney

Simon

Slade

Soloman

Stanislav

Stanley

Sterling

Steve

Stuart

Sullivan

Sundeep

Tad

Tate

Taylor

Ted

Terrell

Terrence

Terry

Tevin

Thaddeus

Tim

Titus

Tobias

Todd

Tom

Tomlin

Tommy

Tony

Travis

Trayton

Trenton

Trevor

Trey

Troy

Tucker

Ty

Tyree

Tyrone

Tyson

Vance

Vaughn

Vernon

Wade

Wallace

Waylon

Wesley

Weston

Wilbert

Wilbur

Wilfred

Willard

Willis

Xander

Xavier

Zachariah

Zedekiah

Zeke

Zeno

Zephyr

2 Stars

Adolf

Adon

Ahmad

Ajay

Alcott

Alistair

Alphonse

Amir

Angelo

Arlen

Arnie

Auden

Aurek

Axel

Bailey

Baron

Barrett

Bart

Bartholomew

Basil

Baul

Benny

Berk

Bern

Bert

Billy

Bjorn

Blade

Boris

Bram

Brooklyn

Butch

Cain

Carey

Carmel

Cecil

Chet

Clarence

Claude

Clyde

Cody

Conrad

Corbin

Damian

Darryl

Devlin

Dimitri

Dunn

Dwayne

Dwight

Ed

Eldon

Elvin

Ennis

Ervin

Eugene

Ewan

Fabio

Fergus

Ferguson

Fidel

Floyd

Flynn

Ford

Frank

Freddie

Gino

Glen

Gomer

Grimshaw

Grover

Habib

Ham

Hank

Hans

Harley

Herschel

Hilario

Ike

Jacques

Jagger

Jamie

Jarl

Javier

Jedidiah

Jerry

Jibril

Jim

Jock

Julio

Kadar

Kareem

Karl

Kendall

Kenley

Kipp

Kiros

Kris

Lamar

Lars

Lawrence

Lee

Lenny

Leslie

Lex

Lincoln

Lloyd

Lowell

Luc

Luis

Malik

Marcel

Marty

Mathias

Maximilian

Maynard

Mikhail

Milt

Mitch

Mitchell

Morton

Murray

Myron

Neal

Nigel

Nodin

Norton

Obert

Octavius

Og

Orien

Oswald

Otis

Otto

Ottokar

Palmer

Paolo

Park

Pascale

Pat

Payton

Percy

Perry

Pete

Phineas

Pierce

Pierre

Poni

Prince

Pryor

Purdy

Quintin

Randolph

Raphael

Rashad

Reginald

Reilly

Reynold

Robin

Rocco

Rock

Rollo

Roscoe

Rufus

Rush

Ruskin

Saburo

Santos

Scotty

Serge

Shakir

Sharif

Sheldon

Sherrod

Slater

Steel

Stefano

Stevie

Tan

Tariq

Thornton

Timmy

Tracy

Tymon

Tyrel

Ulysses

Upton

Vic

Vijay

Vinny

Virgil

Vito

Vladimir

Warren

Wayne

Wendell

Willie

Xerxes

Yoshi

1 Star

Armand

Arsen

Ballard

Bane

Bilal

Cletus

Coty

Darrion

Deman

Dorcas

Geraldo

Giuseppe

Gunther

Gwidon

Hakim

Hussein

Ignatius

Ittamar

Jan

Kane

Kelsey

Laramie

Llewellyn

Mandek

Rei

Reynard

Rhys

Rico

Ronnie

Sarngin

Schuyler

Seamus

Sinclair

Stefan

Thanos

Wiley

Yakov



Profiles of Girls’ Names



Aaliyah [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) a form of Aliya.

First Impression: People over whelmingly picture Aaliyah as an African American singer with long hair and a willowy frame, much like the late R&B star of the same name.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #91 (#211 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: High

Risk of Mispronunciation: High

Famous Namesakes: Singer Aaliyah Haughton

Common Nicknames: Liya

Common Variations: Aliya

Consider This: Although a lot of people will know this name because of the late singer Aaliyah, many will still have trouble spelling and pronouncing it.

Abby [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) a familiar form of Abigail.

First Impression: Thanks to famous advice columnist “Dear Abby,” people think Abby is happy to lend an ear.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #205 (#205 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Advice columnist Abigail “Abby” Van Buren; character Abby Lockhart (ER)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Abbey, Abbi, Abbie

Consider This: People are likely to mistake Abby for a nickname instead of a given name in its own right.

Abigail [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) father’s joy.

First Impression: Abigail is described as kind, gentle, and humble, not to mention pretty.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #6 (#14 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: First lady Abigail Adams; columnist Abigail Van Buren; actress Abigail Breslin

Common Nicknames: Abby, Gail

Common Variations: Abbigail

Consider This: Abigail is a classic, versatile name, but it may be too popular for some parents’ tastes.

Abira [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) my strength.

First Impression: People imagine that Abira’s beauty is rivaled only by her kindness.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: Abeer

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This unusual name can be pronounced “ah-BEE-rah” or “ah-BYE-rah.”

Ada [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(German) a form of Adelaide. (English) prosperous; happy. (Hebrew) a form of Adah.

First Impression: Ada is considered an older woman who’s stunningly beautiful and elegant.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #715 (#852 in 2004)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Writer Ada Louise Huxtable; character Ada Monroe (Cold Mountain)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Aida

Consider This: Ada isn’t very versatile, but it seems elegant.

Addie [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek, German) a familiar form of Adelaide, Adrienne.

First Impression: People use words that end in y to describe Addie: bubbly, witty, and spunky.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Civil rights figure Addie Mae Collins; character Addie (American Girl series)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Addy

Consider This: Addie hasn’t been popular for a long time, which makes it seem a bit unique.

Adelaide [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(German) noble and serene.

First Impression: People say Adelaide is friendly, pleasant, and eager to make you feel right at home.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #921 (#900 in 2005)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Character Miss Adelaide (Guys and Dolls)

Common Nicknames: Ada, Addie, Della

Common Variations: Adelaida

Consider This: Although Adelaide and its many nicknames (Ada, Addie, Della) are uncommon, people have mostly positive impressions of them.

Adele [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(English) a form of Adelaide, Adeline.

First Impression: Folks think Adele is nerdy, shy, and not very pretty, but she’s most likely quite sweet.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Adele (Die Fledermaus); character Adele (Jane Eyre)

Common Nicknames: Della

Common Variations: Adela

Consider This: This old-fashioned name seems too nerdy for most people.

Adeline [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(English) a form of Adelaide.

First Impression: Adeline is pictured as an uptight and conservative small-town girl who’s likely shy and polite, but boring.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #467 (#806 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Actress Adeline Blondieau

Common Nicknames: Ada, Addie, Addy

Common Variations: Adelina, Adilene

Consider This: This name’s popularity is surging, but its stiff image may hold it back.

Adena [image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) noble; adorned.

First Impression: Adena isn’t considered the brightest bulb, but people feel there’s never a dull moment when you’re around her.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Singer Adena Howard

Common Nicknames: Dena

Common Variations: Adina

Consider This: People’s unfamiliarity with this name may cause some pronunciation and spelling trouble.

Adora [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Latin) beloved.

First Impression: Adora may be adorable in many ways, but many think she’s also odd.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Character Princess Adora (She-Ra: Princess of Power)

Common Nicknames: Dora

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This name has never been ranked in the Top 1000, which may be why some find it odd.

Adrienne [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) rich. (Latin) dark.

First Impression: To many, Adrienne is a sweet, caring woman who’s always there for her loved ones.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #736 (#530 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Poet Adrienne Rich; designer Adrienne Vittadini

Common Nicknames: Addie, Ade

Common Variations: Adriane, Adrienna

Consider This: Adrienne’s popularity peaked in the ’80s, and now it’s falling fast. Its pronunciation is also the same as that for Adrian, a popular name for boys, which may cause gender confusion.

Agatha [image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) good, kind.

First Impression: Most people picture Agatha as an old, wrinkled mother-in-law who’s a cranky, know-it-all nag.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1940s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Author Agatha Christie; saint Agatha

Common Nicknames: Aggie

Common Variations: Agathe

Consider This: Despite its well-loved namesakes, Agatha comes across as old—and awful.

Agnes [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) pure.

First Impression: People think Agnes is introverted and nerdy with glasses and a matronly, homely appearance.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Dancer Agnes de Mille; actress Agnes Moorhead

Common Nicknames: Aggie

Common Variations: Anessa

Consider This: Popular from the 1890s to the 1920s but never since, Agnes seems old-fashioned and nerdy.

Aileen [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Scottish) light bearer. (Irish) a form of Helen.

First Impression: Aileen is thought to be fun-loving and bubbly, but also insightful and intelligent.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #537 (#526 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Infamous killer Aileen Wuornos

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Aline

Consider This: If you have Irish or Scottish roots, Aileen may be a good fit for you. But some people don’t know it’s pronounced “AY-leen.”

Aimee [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Latin) a form of Amy. (French) loved.

First Impression: Folks say Aimee is a sweetheart—and spunky to boot.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #763 (#556 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Aimee Mann; actress Amy Irving; singer Amy Grant; singer Amy Winehouse; actress Amy Adams; actress Amy Sedaris; actress Amy Brennemen; comedian Amy Poehler; novelist Amy Tan

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Amy, Aimie

Consider This: Aimee is a French form of Amy, and most people are likely to pronounce it like “Amy” and spell it that way, too.

Akiko [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Japanese) bright light.

First Impression: People think of Akiko as a friendly free spirit of Japanese or Hawaiian descent.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Actress Akiko Wakabayashi; comic book character Akiko

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This Japanese name may sound odd with certain surnames.


Akina [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Japanese) spring flower.

First Impression: Akina is imagined to be either shy, submissive, and intelligent or bubbly, confident, and spunky.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Singer Akina Nakamori

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Like Akiko, this Japanese name may not fit with some surnames.

Alana [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Irish) attractive; peaceful. (Hawaiian) offering.

First Impression: People regard Alana as an exotic and glamorous woman whom men can’t help but find attractive.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #166 (#254 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Model Alana Stewart; actress Alana De La Garza

Common Nicknames: Lana

Common Variations: Alanah, Alanna

Consider This: This attractive name just keeps getting more popular.

Alberta [image: Image][image: Image]


(German, French) noble and bright.

First Impression: Alberta, Canada, is often envisioned as a cold, hard region, and Alberta is likewise imagined to be a cold, hard woman.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Blues singer Alberta Hunter; actress Alberta Watson

Common Nicknames: Bertha

Common Variations: Elberta

Consider This: Alberta may have to suffer through “Canada, eh?” jokes all her life.

Alena [image: Image][image: Image]


(Russian) a form of Helen.

First Impression: Alena is thought to have a nasty and wicked temper that flares up on short notice.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #665 (#722 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Model Alena Seredova

Common Nicknames: Lena

Common Variations: Alina

Consider This: This Russian name is exotic and likely to cause spelling and pronunciation problems. Many people may not realize it can be “ah-LEE-nah” or “ah-LAY-nah.”

Alexa [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a form of Alexandra.

First Impression: Alexa gives the impression of a spoiled rich girl with a sports car, cell phone, and a free ride to a fancy college.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #39 (#87 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Politican Alexa McDonough; star kid Alexa Ray Joel; actress Alexa Vega

Common Nicknames: Lex, Lexi

Common Variations: Alexsa

Consider This: This name is every bit as popular as Alexandra, but it isn’t nearly as versatile.

Alexandra [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a form of Alexander.

First Impression: Alexandra seems to carry herself like royalty—and expects others to regard her as such.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #40 (#36 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alexandra Paul; empress Alexandra Fyodorovna

Common Nicknames: Alex, Alexa, Lex, Lexi, Xandra, Sandra, Sandy, Sasha

Common Variations: Alessandra, Aleksandra, Alexandria

Consider This: Alexandra is a very popular and versatile name with an unfortunately snobby image.

Alexandria [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a form of Alexandra.

First Impression: Alexandria appears to have posh possessions to go with her posh personality.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #147 (#91 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Star kid Alexandria Zahra Bowie

Common Nicknames: Alex, Lex, Lexi, Sandra, Sandy, Sasha

Common Variations: Alexandrea, Alixandria, Alexia

Consider This: Alexandria is just as versatile as Alexandra, but it’s a little more unique.

Alexis [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a form of Alexandra.

First Impression: Alexis is considered a sexy and seductive knockout.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #14 (#6 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alexis Bledel; actress Alexis Arquette

Common Nicknames: Lex, Lexi

Common Variations: Alexus, Lexis, Lexus

Consider This: The most popular name in the Alexandra family, Alexis may be too popular for some parents’ tastes.

Ali [image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a familiar form of Alice, Alicia, Alisha, Alison.

First Impression: People say Ali is a kindhearted, unselfish, and well-liked girl.

Gender Association: Used mostly for boys

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked #926 in 2000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Ali MacGraw; actress Ally Sheedy; television character Ally McBeal; actress Ali Larter

Common Nicknames: Al

Common Variations: Ally

Consider This: This spelling is used mostly for boys. Ally and Allie are less ambiguous and more popular options for girls.

Alice [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) truthful. (German) noble.

First Impression: People think Alice is a cute blond who’s kind and meek, but eager to have a wonderful adventure.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #383 (#421 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Alice (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland); author Alice Walker; character Alice Nelson (The Brady Bunch); character Alice Hyatt (Alice); writer Alice B. Toklas

Common Nicknames: Ali

Common Variations: Alyce

Consider This: A Top 100 name for the first half of the twentieth century, Alice has become significantly less popular, though it still ranks in the Top 500.

Alicia [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(English) a form of Alice.

First Impression: Alicia is believed to be a popular, confident, and perky party girl.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #167 (#121 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alicia Silverstone; singer Alicia Keys; actress Alicia Witt

Common Nicknames: Ali, Licia

Common Variations: Alisha, Aleecia

Consider This: Alicia is a fairly popular name, but its many pronunciations (“ah-LEE-shah,” “ah-LISH-ah,” and “ah-LEE-cee-ah”) may create daily hassle.

Alisha [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) truthful. (German) noble. (English) a form of Alicia.

First Impression: People agree Alisha is pretty, but they aren’t sure whether she’s friendly and helpful or bossy and stubborn.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #584 (#401 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Singer Alicia Keys; actress Alicia Silverstone; actress Alicia Witt

Common Nicknames: Ali, Lisha

Common Variations: Aleesha

Consider This: Most people lean toward the phonetic “ah-LISH-ah” for this spelling, but some may pronounce it “ah-LEE-shah.”

Alissa [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Greek) a form of Alice, Alyssa.

First Impression: Folks say Alissa is charming, outgoing, and quite an alluring flirt.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #377 (#279 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alyssa Milano

Common Nicknames: Lissa

Common Variations: Elissa

Consider This: Alissa is not nearly as popular as Top 20–name Alyssa, but it has a slightly more positive image.
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(Latin) cheerful.

First Impression: People think Allegra is a dark beauty with hippie-like, freewheeling tendencies.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Heiress Allegra Versace; ballerina Allegra Kent

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Allegria

Consider This: Although some people will think of allergy medication when they hear this name, more will think of a cheerful free spirit.
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(Greek) a familiar form of Alice, Alicia, Alisha, Alison.

First Impression: Allie calls to mind a perky and cheerful girl who loves to kid around.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #229 (#392 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Ally Sheedy; television character Ally McBeal; actress Ali MacGraw; actress Ali Larter

Common Nicknames: Al

Common Variations: Ali, Alli, Ally

Consider This: Allie is fairly popular in its own right, but even so, people are likely to think it’s a nickname for Alice, Alicia, or Alison.
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(English) a form of Alison.

First Impression: Allison is described as a sweet and personable woman who’s full of compliments and eager to make others happy.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #46 (#44 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Allison Munn; actress Allison Janney; singer Alison Moorer; musician Allison Kraus

Common Nicknames: Ali, Allie, Al

Common Variations: Alison, Alyson

Consider This: Although the traditional spelling of this name is “Alison,” Allison is far more popular and has ranked in the Top 50 since the ’80s.
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(Arabic) learned. (Latin) soul.

First Impression: Alma means “soul” in Latin, and people think Alma is a charitable and soulful Latina who’s spiritually and emotionally strong.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #616 (#491 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Prophet Alma the Younger

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Alma is neither popular nor versatile, but it has a very positive image.
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(English) a form of Alison.

First Impression: Some say Alyson is angelic and kindhearted, but others say she’s controlling and spoiled.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #471 (#461 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alyson Hannigan; actress Allison Munn; actress Allison Janney; singer Allison Moorer; musician Allison Kraus

Common Nicknames: Ali

Common Variations: Alison, Allison

Consider This: There’s a good chance people will spell this name as “Alison” or “Allison,” which are much more popular.
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(Greek) rational.

First Impression: Like Alyssa Milano, Alyssa is pictured as a beautiful, dainty woman with dark features and so much confidence, she borders on being arrogant and temperamental.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #19 (#12 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Alyssa Milano

Common Nicknames: Lyssa

Common Variations: Alissa, Allysa

Consider This: Alyssa has been a Top 20 name since 1997, though it may be cooling off.
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(Latin) lovable.

First Impression: People think Amanda will smile to your face, but watch out when you turn your back.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #102 (#32 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Swimmer Amanda Beard; actress Amanda Peet; actress Amanda Bynes; gymnast Amanda Borden; actress Amanda Plummer

Common Nicknames: Manda, Mandy

Common Variations: Amanada

Consider This: Amanda was a Top 10 name throughout the ’80s and ’90s, but it’s falling steadily now.
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(Japanese) night rain.

First Impression: Amaya is regarded as a caring sweetheart who’s dreamy and peaceful.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #215 (#196 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Journalist Amaya Brecher

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This unique Japanese name seemingly came out of nowhere to become a Top 200 name in 2000, and it’s held steady ever since. Pronunciation and spelling may be a little tricky, though.
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(French) amber.

First Impression: Amber is considered a soft-spoken and shy girl who’s well liked by everyone.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #136 (#46 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Amber Tamblyn; actress Amber Benson; model Amber Valletta

Common Nicknames: Amberlee

Common Variations: Ambar, Ambyr

Consider This: Amber has been a popular name for over thirty years, but now its popularity may be descending.
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(German) hardworking. (Latin) a form of Emily.

First Impression: People say Amelia is intelligent, independent, successful, and very classy—like aviator Amelia Earhart.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #82 (#207 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Aviator Amelia Earhart; children’s book character Amelia Bedelia; beauty queen Amelia Vega

Common Nicknames: Melia, Millie

Common Variations: Amalia, Amilia

Consider This: People still associate Amelia Earhart with this strong, classic name that’s becoming quite popular again.
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(Latin) beloved.

First Impression: Amy is seen as a friendly and perky gal who loves to join in the fun.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #128 (#107 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Amy Irving; singer Amy Grant; singer Amy Winehouse; actress Amy Adams; actress Amy Sedaris; singer Aimee Mann; actress Amy Brennemen; comedian Amy Poehler; novelist Amy Tan

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Aimee

Consider This: Amy was the second most popular name of the ’70s, and it shows: It has many famous namesakes.
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(Hawaiian, Spanish) a form of Hannah.

First Impression: Ana calls to mind a woman who’s pretty, happy, compassionate, and full of life.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #143 (#136 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Comedian Ana Gasteyer; singer Ana Johnsson; poet Ana Castillo

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Anna

Consider This: Ana has become a fairly popular name, but pronunciation (“Is it ‘ANN-ah’ or ‘AHN-ah?’”) and spelling (“One n or two?”) may raise questions.

Anais [image: Image]


(Hebrew) gracious.

First Impression: People envision Anais as snobby, judgmental, and the center of the arty, cool crowd.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #869 (#995 in 2003)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Writer Anaïs Nin

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Some people may be familiar with Anais because of writer Anaïs Nin, but most will have trouble spelling and pronouncing it.
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(Greek) resurrection.

First Impression: Anastasia is considered as kind as she is pretty.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #288 (#309 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Grand duchess Anastasia of Russia; singer Anastacia

Common Nicknames: Ana, Stacy, Stacia

Common Variations: Anastacia, Nastasia

Consider This: Anastasia may seem too elaborate for some parents, but it has several nicknaming options. Pronunciation may be a problem with “ann-ah-STAY-zhah,” “ann-ah-STAH-shah,” and “ann-ah-STAH-zee-ah” as options.
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(Greek) strong; courageous.

First Impression: Andrea comes across as a confident and intelligent achiever.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #59 (#55 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Journalist Andrea Mitchell; character Andrea Zuckerman (Beverly Hills, 90210); comedian Andrea Martin; actress Andrea Thompson; singer Andrea Corr

Common Nicknames: Andee

Common Variations: Andria, Andreana

Consider This: Most people pronounce this name “ANN-dree-ah,” so if you choose the rarer forms of “AHN-dree-ah” or “ahn-DREY-ah,” your daughter will need to correct people.
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(Greek) a form of Andrea.

First Impression: People think Andreana is a gregarious and witty woman with a fun smile, but she has a mean, self-centered side.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: Andee

Common Variations: Andreanna

Consider This: This variation of Andrea is more unique, but also more difficult to spell and pronounce.
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(Czech) a form of Hannah.

First Impression: Anezka is pictured as beautiful and worldly inside and out.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: People like this Czech name, though they may have a hard time identifying its origin—let alone pronouncing it.
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(Greek) angel; messenger.

First Impression: People see Angela as a kind and polite woman who surprises people with her street smarts and straightforward honesty.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #114 (#79 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Angela Lansbury; actress Angela Bassett; chancellor Angela Merkel; activist Angela Davis

Common Nicknames: Angie, Angel

Common Variations: Angelica, Angelina, Angeline, Angelique

Consider This: Angela is a very versatile name that has ranked in the Top 200 since the ’40s.
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(Greek) a form of Angela.

First Impression: Many picture Angelica as a hurtful, conniving girl who’s spoiled, bratty, and used to things going her way.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #208 (#138 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Angelica Huston; character Angelica Pickles (Rugrats)

Common Nicknames: Angelic, Angie, Angel

Common Variations: Anjelica

Consider This: Angelina and Angela are similar names with much more positive first impressions than Angelica.
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(Russian) a form of Angela.

First Impression: People see Angelina as an angelic, sympathetic, and giving woman who can also be fiery and spontaneous, like actress Angelina Jolie.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #48 (#157 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Angelina Jolie; abolitionist Angelina Grimke; character Angelina Johnson (Harry Potter series)

Common Nicknames: Gina, Angie, Angel

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This name’s image is linked very closely to Angelina Jolie’s. Most people tend to view her positively, but if you don’t, you should probably pick another name.
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(French) a form of Angela.

First Impression: Many people think Angelique is prissy, mean, and pampered, but she may be delicate, sweet, and gentle.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #693 (#466 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Singer Angelique Kidjo

Common Nicknames: Angie, Angel

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This French form of Angela could give some spelling trouble.
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(Greek) a familiar form of Angela.

First Impression: Angie is seen as a funny, happy-go-lucky gal who loves to gossip.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #389 (#499 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Angie Dickinson; actress Angie Harmon; model Angie Everheart; singer Angie Stone; rapper Angie Martinez

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: There are a lot of famous Angies, though some may find it too informal as a given name.
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(Czech) a form of Anna.

First Impression: People see Anika as a free spirit who’s expressive, artistic, and sensitive.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #485 (#625 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Actress Anika Noni Rose

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Anica

Consider This: Although Anika looks like Annika, some people may not realize it’s pronounced “ah-NEE-kah.”
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(Spanish) a form of Ann, Anna.

First Impression: Anita is regarded as a warm and friendly woman who’s often brave with her sharp tongue.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Anita Bryant; singer Anita Baker; character Anita (West Side Story); actress Anita Ekberg

Common Nicknames: Nita

Common Variations: Aneta

Consider This: Anita hasn’t been a popular name since the ’80s, and all of the famous namesakes are older women.
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(English) gracious.

First Impression: To many people, Ann carries herself with well-mannered poise.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #731 (#493 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Columnist Ann Landers; actress Ann-Margaret; singer Anne Murray; writer Ann Coulter; politician Ann Richards; diarist Anne Frank; comedian Anne Meara; actress Ann Bancroft; author Anne Rice

Common Nicknames: Annie

Common Variations: Anne

Consider This: While Anna is still very popular, both Ann’s and Anne’s popularity are spiraling downward. Most famous Anns are middle aged.
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(German, Italian, Czech, Swedish) gracious.

First Impression: In most people’s minds, Anna has so much to offer—personality, brains, looks, and more.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #23 (#22 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Anna Paquin; model Anna Nicole Smith; tennis player Anna Kournikova; columnist Anna Quindlin; actress Anna Faris; designer Anna Sui; editor Anna Wintour

Common Nicknames: Ann, Annie

Common Variations: Ana, Anya

Consider This: Anna is a classic, versatile name that has left the Top 100 only once in over a hundred years.
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(French) a form of Ann.

First Impression: Annette is pictured as the high-school band majorette who’s kindhearted but a little geeky.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #881 (#744 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Annette Bening; actress Annette Funicello

Common Nicknames: Nettie

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Popular from the ’40s to the ’60s, Annette is likely to slip off the Top 1000 list soon.
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(English) a form of Ann.

First Impression: Like Annie “Little Sure Shot” Oakley, Annie is imagined to be spunky, brave, and joyful.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #398 (#306 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Comic strip character Little Orphan Annie; cowgirl Annie Oakley; singer Annie Lennox; photographer Annie Leibovitz; writer Annie Proulx

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Annie is a more casual and youthful form of Ann, though well-respected women like Annie Leibovitz and Annie Proulx use it professionally.
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(Russian) a form of Ann. (Swedish) a form of Anneka.

First Impression: Annika Sörenstam affects this name’s image, making people think of Annika as a competitive and athletic woman with a Scandinavian appearance.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #335 (#446 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Golfer Annika Sörenstam; character Annika Hansen (Star Trek: Voyager)

Common Nicknames: Annik

Common Variations: Anika

Consider This: Annika may fit well with a Scandinavian or Russian surname. Pronunciation will be divided between “ANN-eh-kah” and “AHN-eh-kah.”
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(French) a form of Antonia.

First Impression: People see Antoinette as regal, classy, and wealthy, but also snobby, pompous, and prissy.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Queen Marie Antoinette; minister Antoinette Blackwell

Common Nicknames: Nettie, Toinette, Toni, Ann

Common Variations: Antonette

Consider This: With famous namesake Marie Antoinette, this name may seem lofty, but there are plenty of friendly nicknames to use.
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(Greek) flourishing. (Latin) praiseworthy.

First Impression: Antonia is pictured as a natural leader who’s confident and commanding.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Poet Antonia Byatt; character Antonia Shimerda (My Antonia); author Antonia Fraser; film director Antonia Bird

Common Nicknames: Toni

Common Variations: Antonina, Antoinette

Consider This: Antonia may be pronounced “ann-toh-NEE-ah” by some and “ann-TOH-nee-ah” by others.
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(Russian) a form of Anna.

First Impression: People see Anya as a strong character who believes in herself.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #405 (#586 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Character Anya (Buffy the Vampire Slayer)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Anja

Consider This: This Russian name is rising in popularity, but it may not work with every surname. Pronunciation could pose a slight challenge for those who don’t realize it’s “AHN-yah” instead of “ANN-yah.”
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(Hawaiian) heavenly cloud.

First Impression: Aolani is said to be a soft-spoken Hawaiian woman who’s warm, peaceful, and fond of golden sunsets viewed from the beach.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This Hawaiian name will be tricky for the average person to spell and pronounce.
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(Latin) opening.

First Impression: April is considered soft and sweet, but still outgoing and popular.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #319 (#214 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character April O’Neil (Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles); actress April Grace

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Avril

Consider This: April had its heyday in the ’70s and ’80s, but now it’s falling fast.
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(Greek) virtuous.

First Impression: Thanks to Aretha Franklin, Aretha is seen as a strong, gifted, and loud African American singer.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Aretha Franklin

Common Nicknames: Retha

Common Variations: Oretha

Consider This: There’s no separating this name’s image from Aretha Franklin’s.
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(Hebrew) a form of Ariel.

First Impression: People think Aria is a talented and intelligent woman who’s creative, charming, and a little eccentric.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #661 (#957 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Arya, Ariah

Consider This: This musical name is unique, but definitely on the rise.
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(Greek) holy.

First Impression: Ariana may be independent and self-centered, or she may be compassionate and sensitive.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #78 (#109 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Columnist Arianna Huffington

Common Nicknames: Ari

Common Variations: Arianna, Arianne

Consider This: There are several pronunciation combinations because “Ari-” can be said “AIR-ee” or “AR-ee” and “-ana” can be “ANN-ah” or “AHN-ah.”
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(Hebrew) lioness of God.

First Impression: Most people think of Ariel as an innocent (perhaps naïve) princess who often has her head in the clouds, like a certain little mermaid.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #202 (#184 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Ariel (The Tempest); character Princess Ariel (The Little Mermaid)

Common Nicknames: Ari

Common Variations: Arial, Ariele

Consider This: Most Americans think of this as a girls’ name because of The Little Mermaid, but it is also used for Jewish boys.
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(Irish) pledge.

First Impression: Arlene’s friends always look to her for advice—but not when it comes to fashion.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Arlene Dahl; television personality Arlene Francis

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Arleen, Arlena

Consider This: Arlene hasn’t been a Top 1000 name since the ’80s, and that shows in its somewhat frumpy image.
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(English) ash-tree meadow.

First Impression: Most people think of Ashley as a bubbly and innocent cheerleader, but others say she’s a picky and snobby rich girl.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #12 (#4 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Ashley Olsen; singer Ashlee Simpson; actress Ashley Judd; singer Ashley Tisdale

Common Nicknames: Ash, Lee

Common Variations: Ashlee, Ashleigh

Consider This: Although not quite as popular as it was a few years ago, Ashley is still popular enough that your daughter will likely share the name with a classmate.
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(English) ash-tree pool. (Irish) vision, dream.

First Impression: Ashlyn is imagined to be a “good girl” who’s tender, gracious, and a little naïve.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #140 (#178 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: Ash

Common Variations: Aislynn, Ashlin

Consider This: Ashlyn is more unique than similar-sounding Ashley, but it’s still popular.
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(Greek) resurrection. (English) eastern sunrise. (Swahili) a form of Aisha.

First Impression: In appearance and personality, Asia is seen as an exotic and mysterious woman.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #332 (#220 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Asia Argento

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Asiah

Consider This: Place names are hit-or-miss, but this place name seems to be a hit.
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(Greek) star.

First Impression: Astra is perceived as a free-spirited flirt, a warm mother, or a mysterious introvert.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Comic book character Astra; character Princess Astra (Dr. Who)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Aster

Consider This: People don’t know what to think about this unusual name, but they are generally positive about it.
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(Greek) wise.

First Impression: Like a goddess, Athena is thought to be a brave heroine with a statuesque physique.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #504 (#528 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Mythological figure Athena; heiress Athina Onassis de Miranda

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Athina

Consider This: This is a very strong name, which may make it hard for your daughter if she turns out to be quiet or shy. It is also very Greek.
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(German) noble; bearlike. (French) blond ruler; elf ruler.

First Impression: People think Aubrey may be shy or flirty, but either way, she’s a loving soul.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #92 (#223 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Aubrey O’Day; artist Aubrey Beardsley

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Aubree, Avery

Consider This: Aubrey was mostly considered a boys’ name until the ’80s. Now it’s used almost exclusively for girls, ranking in the Top 100.
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(French) a form of Audrey.

First Impression: Audra may be considered a ritzy eccentric who’s stuck-up and rude, or she’s a good-natured soul who loves both kids and animals.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Audra Lindley; actress Audra McDonald

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This French form of Audrey has never been very popular, and it has a mixed first impression.
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(English) noble strength.

First Impression: Audrey makes people think of an elegant, graceful, and beautiful woman like Audrey Hepburn.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #68 (#115 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Audrey Hepburn; actress Audrey Tautou

Common Nicknames: Audey

Common Variations: Audra, Audree

Consider This: This classic, elegant name has never been unpopular, but it’s having a comeback of sorts.
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(Latin) dawn.

First Impression: People say Aurora has a strong sense of self and a stronger presence.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #312 (#488 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Goddess Aurora; character Princess Aurora (Sleeping Beauty)

Common Nicknames: Rori

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Aurora means “dawn,” and just as the sun keeps rising at dawn, this name keeps rising in popularity.
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(Latin) autumn.

First Impression: Some say Autumn is cheerful and talkative, while others say she’s uppity and reserved.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #95 (#77 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Autumn Reeser

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Autum

Consider This: As season names go, Autumn is more popular than Summer and Winter.
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(Greek) a form of Eva.

First Impression: Much like silver-screen siren Ava Gardner, Ava is seen as a bombshell who comes across as confident and glamorous.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #5 (#180 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Ava Gardner; country singer Ava Barber

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Eva

Consider This: This glamorous name has skyrocketed in popularity over the past few years.
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(French) a form of April.

First Impression: Perhaps thinking of pop sensation Avril Lavigne, people say Avril is a wild and opinionated rock star with lots of creativity and spunk.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Singer Avril Lavigne

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: April

Consider This: Most people will know this French form of April thanks to Avril Lavigne, but it’s still not a Top 1000 name.
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(African) born on Thursday.

First Impression: Folks believe Baba may be the “black sheep” of her family—a heavyset simpleton who’s immature and shy.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Character Ali Baba (The Book of One Thousand and One Nights)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Too many people associate this African name with “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep” for it to be a smart choice.
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(French, German) a form of Barbara.

First Impression: People think Babette is charismatic, confident, and stylish.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Babette (Babette’s Feast)

Common Nicknames: Babs, Bette

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Once a nickname for Barbara, Babette makes a decent given name by itself.
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(English) bailiff.

First Impression: Most people picture Bailey as playful, happy, and charming. Others see her as cranky and stubborn.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #112 (#68 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Miranda Bailey (Grey’s Anatomy); singer Corinne Bailey Rae

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Baylee, Bayley, Bailee

Consider This: This unisex name is used more often for girls than boys, but it has a young feel either way.
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(Hindi) crane.

First Impression: Baka is thought to be a sweet, kind foreigner who’s pudgy but strong.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Deity Baka Brahma

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Baka is a Hindi name that may sound unusual with some surnames.

Bambi [image: Image][image: Image]


(Italian) child.

First Impression: Disney’s Bambi was an innocent fawn, but people think a woman with this name is probably far from innocent.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Film character Bambi

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: If your daughter’s name is Bambi, people will think she’s a deer or a stripper.
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(Latin) stranger, foreigner.

First Impression: Barbara is pictured as witty, but she may also be grouchy or gullible.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #561 (#521 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Journalist Barbara Walters; singer Barbra Streisand; actress Barbara Stanwyck; singer Barbara Mandrell; author Barbara Kingsolver; senator Barbara Boxer; first lady Barbara Bush; actress Barbara Hershey

Common Nicknames: Babe, Babette, Babs, Barb, Barbie, Bobbi, Bebe

Common Variations: Barbra

Consider This: The most famous Barbaras are older women, but the name has plenty of younger-sounding nicknames. Keep in mind that some people pronounce this with three syllables and others pronounce it with two.
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(American) a familiar form of Barbara.

First Impression: People think Barbie has a reputation for being a ditzy drama queen who’s as conceited, attention starved, and unlikable as she is dumb.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Famous doll Barbie; centerfold Barbie Benton

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: It’s almost impossible to separate this name from the famous doll, which a lot of people view negatively.
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(Latin) blessed; happy; bringer of joy.

First Impression: Beatrice is regarded as old, matronly, and plump, as well as grouchy and rude.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #966 (#971 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Beatrice Arthur; character Beatrice (Much Ado about Nothing); character Beatrice Portinari (The Divine Comedy); actress Beatrice Strait; princess Beatrice of York

Common Nicknames: Bea, Bee, Trixie, Tricia

Common Variations: Beatris, Beatriz

Consider This: Although Beatrice is perceived as an old-lady name, Paul McCartney recently named his daughter Beatrice.
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(Hebrew) a short form of Rebecca.

First Impression: Becca is pictured as sunny, sweet, demure, and honest.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Becka

Consider This: Despite its wonderful image, this nickname for Rebecca has never been ranked in the Top 1000.
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(American) a familiar form of Rebecca.

First Impression: Positively perky and popular is how folks picture Becky.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Becky Sharp (Vanity Fair); character Becky Thatcher (The Adventures of Tom Sawyer); actress Becky Ann Baker; character Becky Conner (Roseanne)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Although it may be too informal as a given name, this nickname belongs to two famous literary characters: Becky Sharp (Vanity Fair) and Becky Thatcher (The Adventures of Tom Sawyer).
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(Spanish) beautiful.

First Impression: People see Belinda as a gentle and sensitive girl with unattractive looks.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #809 (#730 in 2005)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Belinda Carlisle

Common Nicknames: Belle

Common Variations: Blinda

Consider This: It’s ironic that a name meaning “beautiful” makes people think of someone so physically unattractive.
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(Latin) beautiful.

First Impression: To many, Bella’s personality is as beautiful as her name suggests.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #181 (#748 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Feminist Bella Abzug

Common Nicknames: Belle

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Bella hadn’t been ranked for eighty years when it reemerged in 2000 at #748. It has shot up from there and is likely to get even more popular.
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(French) beautiful.

First Impression: Belle is considered a sweet, angelic woman who’s sensitive, affectionate, and caring.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1930s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Belle (Beauty and the Beast); character Belle Black (Days of Our Lives)

Common Nicknames: Billie

Common Variations: Bel

Consider This: Belle hasn’t been ranked since the ’30s, but it sounds a lot like Bella, a similar name that has suddenly become popular. People will know Belle from Beauty and the Beast.
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(Spanish) a form of Benedicta.

First Impression: Benita is seen as diligent and serious at times, and at other times she’s cheerful and playful.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Athlete Benita Fitzgerald Mosley; singer Benita Hill; novelist Benita Brown

Common Nicknames: Nita

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This Spanish name may sound strange with non-Latino surnames.
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(Scottish, English) birch-tree meadow.

First Impression: Berkley is imagined to be a liberal, hippie activist who’s well educated and strong-minded.

Gender Association: Used about equally for girls and boys

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Choreographer Busby Berkeley

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Berkeley

Consider This: This unisex name is strongly associated with its namesake, the very liberal University of California, Berkeley.
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(French) a form of Bernadine.

First Impression: Bernadette is thought to be a kind, honest, and hardworking older woman.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Bernadette Peters

Common Nicknames: Berni

Common Variations: Nadette

Consider This: Bernadette isn’t as versatile as Bernice, which has a similar sound.
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(Greek) bringer of victory.

First Impression: People see Bernice as an older homemaker who’s thought to be a great cook.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Songwriter Bernice Williams

Common Nicknames: Berni, Berry, Bunny

Common Variations: Vernice

Consider This: Bernice may be old-fashioned, but it has a surprising number of nicknames.
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(German) bright; illustrious; brilliant ruler.

First Impression: Bertha is described first and foremost as obese, but she’s also thought to be unfriendly, rude, and slow.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1980s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Tennis player Bertha Townsend

Common Nicknames: Birdie

Common Variations: Berta

Consider This: Bertha is one of the most negatively received names out there.

Bess [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Hebrew) a short form of Bessie.

First Impression: Bess is viewed as a motherly, caring woman with laughing eyes and a wide smile.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1920s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: First lady Bess Wallace Truman; character Bess (Porgy & Bess); actress Bess Armstrong

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Bess hasn’t been a popular name since the ’20s, which may give it a dated feel.
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(Hebrew, Aramaic) house of God. A form of Bethany, Elizabeth.

First Impression: Beth is thought to be a kind and sensitive young woman who’s meek and shy.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Beth March (Little Women); playwright Beth Henley; comedian Beth Littleford

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Both Beth and Bethany make very quiet first impressions.
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(Aramaic) house of figs.

First Impression: Bethany is typically imagined to be a quiet girl, but others believe she has some pep.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #244 (#151 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Surfer Bethany Hamilton; actress Bethany Joy Lenz

Common Nicknames: Beth

Common Variations: Bethani

Consider This: Bethany is a biblical place name, so some people may see Bethany as a religious girl.
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(American) a familiar form of Elizabeth.

First Impression: People see Betsy as wacky, silly, wild, and loud.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #743 (last ranked #990 in 1994)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Flag maker Betsy Ross; designer Betsy Johnson

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Betsy peaked in the ’50s, but it may be on the rise again.
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(French) a form of Betty.

First Impression: Bette evokes the image of a quiet, serious, and compassionate girl with curly brown hair and a pretty face.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Entertainer Bette Midler; actress Bette Davis

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Betty

Consider This: Bette can be pronounced either “bet” (like Bette Midler) or “BEH-tee” (like Bette Davis), which may prove challenging.
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(Hebrew) consecrated to God. (English) a familiar form of Elizabeth.

First Impression: With so many famous Bettys—from Betty Boop to Betty Crocker—people say Betty could be perky or conservative.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Betty White; feminist Betty Friedan; cartoon character Betty Boop; actress Betty Grable; character Betty (Archie comic book series); first lady Betty Ford; character Betty Rubble (The Flintstones); character Betty Suarez (Ugly Betty)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Bette

Consider This: There are a lot of famous women named Betty, but most of them are elderly or deceased.
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(English) beaver field.

First Impression: Beverly is seen as either perpetually disapproving or lots of fun.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Beverly D’Angelo; author Beverly Cleary; actress Beverly Mitchell; opera singer Beverly Sills

Common Nicknames: Bev, Buffy

Common Variations: Beverley

Consider This: Beverly is a versatile name, but it has an ambiguous image.
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(Italian) white.

First Impression: Bianca is envisioned as a self-assured, bold, and successful businesswoman.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #182 (#170 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Character Bianca (Othello); character Bianca (The Taming of the Shrew); jetsetter Bianca Jagger

Common Nicknames: Binney

Common Variations: Bianka, Blanche

Consider This: Bianca can be pronounced “bee-ANN-kah” or “bee-AHN-kah.”
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(English) strong willed. (German, French) a familiar form of Belle, Belinda, Wilhelmina.

First Impression: Billie is imagined to be a country girl who’s unsophisticated and uneducated, but a lot of fun.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Billie Piper; tennis player Billie Jean King; singer Billie Holliday; actress Billie Burke

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Billi, Billy

Consider This: Billie isn’t exactly an urbane name, but it could work for a country girl. However, its pronunciation is the same as Billy, a popular nickname for boys, which may cause gender confusion.
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(Scottish) plains dweller.

First Impression: Many people see Blair as pretty but snobby, much like Blair of TV’s The Facts of Life.

Gender Association: Used about equally for girls and boys

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Blair Warner (The Facts of Life); prime minister Tony Blair

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Blaire

Consider This: Blair is the quintessential snobby ’80s name. Today, it’s used equally for boys and girls, which may pose a problem for some parents searching for names with clear gender associations.
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(Italian) a form of Bianca.

First Impression: Blanca is pictured as a pale and blue-eyed society matron who’s famous for her work with children’s charities.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #800 (#644 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Actress Blanca Portillo

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Bianca, Blanche

Consider This: Blanca is a unique name that comes across as elegant.
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(French) a form of Bianca.

First Impression: People say Blanche is an older woman who’s flamboyant, confident, attractive, and still man-hungry, much like the character Blanche of TV’s The Golden Girls.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1960s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Blanche DuBois (A Streetcar Named Desire); jazz singer Blanche Calloway; character Blanche Devareaux (The Golden Girls)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Bianca

Consider This: Thanks to namesakes Blanche Devereaux and Blanche DuBois, this name is perfect for a man-hungry Southern belle—but perhaps no one else.
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(American) a form of Belinda.

First Impression: Blinda is seen as a mousy and often bullied pushover who lacks self-esteem.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Belinda

Consider This: This short form of Belinda has a mousy image like its root name, and it may be too unusual for most people.
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(English) blissful, joyful.

First Impression: People understandably think Bliss is happy, sweet, and quiet—and a pleasure to be around.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Poet Bliss Carman

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: People may find Bliss a somewhat odd name, but they think a girl named Bliss would indeed be blissful.
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(English) happy, cheerful.

First Impression: Blythe is pictured as either the classiest woman in the arty crowd or the artiest woman in the classy crowd.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Actress Blythe Danner

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Although people think Blythe is a classy name, some may not know it’s pronounced “BLIE-th.”
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(Spanish) pretty.

First Impression: People see Bonita as a beautiful Spanish woman who may be outgoing and spunky, but often rude.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Bonita Granville

Common Nicknames: Bonnie

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Bonita is a pretty name for a pretty Latina, but it may sound strange with certain surnames.
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(English, Scottish) beautiful, pretty. (Spanish) a form of Bonita.

First Impression: Be careful if you sit by Bonnie—people say she’ll talk your ear off.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked #974 in 2003

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Bank robber Bonnie Parker; singer Bonnie Raitt; actress Bonnie Hunt

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Bunny

Consider This: Bonnie was quite popular for most of the twentieth century, but it was out of the Top 1000 by 2000, and it probably won’t come back.

Brandy [image: Image][image: Image]


(Dutch) an after-dinner drink made from distilled wine.

First Impression: Although popular, Brandy is curiously seen as mean and self-centered.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #801 (#399 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Brandy Norwood; basketball player Brandy Reed; singer Brandi Carlile

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Brandi, Brandie

Consider This: Besides the fact that its popularity is plummeting, you may want to think twice before naming your daughter after an alcoholic beverage.
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(Irish) a form of Briana.

First Impression: People think Breanna likes herself a lot more than others like her.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #126 (#80 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Reporter Brianna Keilar

Common Nicknames: Brea, Bree

Common Variations: Breana, Briana, Brianna

Consider This: There are many variations of this name, which is bad for spelling. In addition, the confusion between “bree-ANN-ah” or “bree-AHN-ah” is bad for pronunciation.
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(English) broth. (Irish) power. A form of Breann.

First Impression: Bree is pictured as an outgoing but snobby fashionista.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #955 (last ranked #973 in 1992)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Bree Van De Kamp (Desperate Housewives)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Brie

Consider This: Blame Bree from Desperate Housewives for the name’s snobby come-off.
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(Irish) fairy palace.

First Impression: Some imagine Breena as a compassionate, loving girl, but others believe she’s headstrong and self-absorbed.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Author Breena Clarke

Common Nicknames: Bree

Common Variations: None

Consider This: This never-been-ranked Irish name is similar to Brenna and Brenda.
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(Irish) little raven. (English) sword.

First Impression: Brenda is described as an extroverted and confident woman who’s hardworking, capable, and assertive.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #239 (#172 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Comic strip character Brenda Starr; actress Brenda Fricker; actress Brenda Strong; character Brenda Walsh (Beverly Hills, 90210); singer Brenda Lee

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Brena, Brenna Consider This: Hugely popular from the ’40s to the ’70s, Brenda’s popularity is slowly descending.
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(Irish) a form of Brenda.

First Impression: People picture Brenna as a cute and confident cheerleader.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #381 (#310 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Singer Brenna Gethers

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Brena, Brenda

Consider This: Brenna is similar to Brenda and Briana, but more unique.
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(Irish) strong; virtuous, honorable.

First Impression: Briana is seen as a sweet, cheery, and dependable woman who can be whiny and bossy at rare times.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #121 (#83 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Reporter Brianna Keilar

Common Nicknames: Bri, Brina

Common Variations: Breana, Breanna, Briahna, Brianna, Briann

Consider This: “Briana” is the root spelling of the name, but Brianna is more popular, which could create spelling confusion. There may also be pronunciation trouble with people divided between “bree-ANN-ah” and “bree-AHN-ah.”

Brianna [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(Irish) a form of Briana.

First Impression: People see Brianna as a sweetie who’s good-willed and bighearted.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #20 (#15 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Reporter Brianna Keilar

Common Nicknames: Bri, Brina

Common Variations: Briana, Breanna, Briannah, Breana, Briann

Consider This: “Brianna” is the most popular spelling of this name, but with so many variations, spelling will still be confused. As with Briana, people will pronounce it “bree-ANN-ah” and “bree-AHN-ah.”
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(Irish) strong.

First Impression: Blame it on Bridget Jones: People envision Bridget as a comical and sometimes flighty Englishwoman who’s blond and just a little plump.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #347 (#273 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Bridget Fonda; actress Bridgette Wilson-Sampras; character Bridget Jones (Bridget Jones’ Diary); actress Bridget Moynahan

Common Nicknames: Bridge, Gitta

Common Variations: Bridgette, Birgette, Bedelia, Brigit, Brigitte

Consider This: If you don’t like Bridget Jones, you may want to consider one of Bridget’s many variations.
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(French) a type of cheese. (Irish) a form of Bree.

First Impression: Most people see Brie as a wispy, pretty thing who can be funny and flirty, but also mean and moody.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Character Bree Van De Kamp (Desperate Housewives)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Bree

Consider This: Brie is certainly more unique than Bree, but it may make people think of cheese.
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(French) a form of Bridget.

First Impression: Brigitte is pictured as a sexy and long-legged European who’s ambitious and in charge, much like sexy namesakes Brigitte Bardot and Brigitte Nielsen.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Average

Famous Namesakes: Actress Brigitte Nielsen; actress Brigitte Bardot

Common Nicknames: Gitta

Common Variations: Bridget

Consider This: Brigitte is a French name that may fit better with some surnames than with others. Another problem is that some people may pronounce it the same as Bridget, but the French pronunciation is “breh-ZHEET.”
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(English) from Britain.

First Impression: People think Britany seems adorable, but this girl’s got sass.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1990s

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Brittany Snow; actress Brittany Murphy; singer Britney Spears; actress Brittney Powell

Common Nicknames: Britta, Brit, Bret

Common Variations: Brittany, Brittney

Consider This: This is the traditional spelling of a name with many popular variations, but it hasn’t been ranked since the ’90s. People will likely confuse it for a number of other spellings.
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(Swedish) strong. (Latin) a form of Britany.

First Impression: This name calls to mind a kind, classy, and beautiful woman who’s completely comfortable and confident at social gatherings.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Fairly high

Famous Namesakes: Saint Britta

Common Nicknames: Britt

Common Variations: Brita

Consider This: This Swedish name has never been ranked, and pronunciation is tougher than it looks. Some say “BRIH-tah,” others say “BREE-tah,” and still others say “BRY-tah.”
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(English) from Britain.

First Impression: Brittany is believed to be a cliquish and snobby teen who’s self-absorbed, shallow, and mean.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #318 (#61 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Brittany Snow; actress Brittany Murphy; singer Britney Spears; actress Brittney Powell

Common Nicknames: Britta, Brit, Bret

Common Variations: Britany, Brittney

Consider This: This is the most popular spelling in the Britany family, but even it has taken a nosedive since 2000. (Blame Britney Spears.)

Brittney [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]


(English) a form of Britany.

First Impression: Many think Brittney is a spunky and bubbly blond who loves parties and clubs, but she’s also a bit spacey.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #626 (#147 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Actress Brittany Snow; actress Brittany Murphy; singer Britney Spears; actress Brittney Powell

Common Nicknames: Britta, Brit, Bret

Common Variations: Britany, Brittany

Consider This: This spelling of Britany is the closest to Britney Spears’s, and its popularity seems to be going down as fast as her career.
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(English) brook, stream.

First Impression: Most people see Brooke as carefree, spirited, and talkative.

Gender Association: Used mostly for girls

Popularity and Trend: #44 (#51 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Model Brooke Shields; model Brooke Burke; actress Brooke Burns; singer Brooke Hogan

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Brook, Brooks Consider This: In the Top 100 since the ’80s, Brooke’s popularity continues to rise.
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(American) buffalo; from the plains.

First Impression: When some people hear this name, they think of a snooty Valley girl, but others picture a blond who kills blood-sucking vampires in her spare time.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Last ranked in the Top 1000 in the 1970s

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Buffy Summers (Buffy the Vampire Slayer); singer-songwriter Buffy Sainte-Marie

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: Buffy the Vampire Slayer may have changed this name’s image, but it didn’t make it any more popular.
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(Greek) a familiar form of Bernice. (English) little rabbit.

First Impression: People think Bunny is a big-haired and dimwitted blonde who models for Playboy.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Character Bunny Lake (Bunny Lake Is Missing!); character Bunny Lebowski (The Big Lebowski); character Bunny MacDougal (Sex and the City)

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: None

Consider This: People think Bunny is a stripper or a prostitute, so avoid this name, even if you think it sounds cute.
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(Latin) rhythm.

First Impression: Cadence is imagined to be a well-liked and joyful young girl.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #214 (#959 in 2002)

Risk of Misspelling: Low

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: None

Common Nicknames: Cady

Common Variations: Kadence, Kaydence, Caydence

Consider This: Cadence and its many variations first entered the Top 1000 in 2002 and have zoomed up the list. It’s no wonder the name sounds young to so many people.
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(Vietnamese) feminine.

First Impression: People think Cai has a unique blend of good looks, kindness, and drive.

Gender Association: Used mostly for boys

Popularity and Trend: Never been ranked in Top 1000

Risk of Misspelling: High

Risk of Mispronunciation: High

Famous Namesakes: Inventor Cai Lun

Common Nicknames: None

Common Variations: Kai

Consider This: Although it looks as though it should be pronounced “kye,” this Asian name is pronounced “sye.”
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(Irish) pure.

First Impression: Caitlin is well-to-do, but she’s not well thought of—people imagine she’s egocentric, snobby, and spoiled.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #207 (#75 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Average

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Figure skater Caitlyn “Kitty” Carruthers; swimmer Kaitlin Sandeno; character Caitlin Cooper (The O.C.)

Common Nicknames: Cait, Catie

Common Variations: Caitlyn, Kaitlin, Katelyn

Consider This: “Caitlin” is the root spelling of this name, but there are so many variations that any Caitlin will find herself having to spell out her name more often than not.
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(Irish) a form of Caitlin, Kaitlan.

First Impression: People see Caitlyn as a rich preppy who’s motivated, caring, and popular.

Gender Association: Used for girls

Popularity and Trend: #199 (#118 in 2000)

Risk of Misspelling: Fairly high

Risk of Mispronunciation: Low

Famous Namesakes: Figure skater Caitlyn “Kitty” Carruthers; swimmer Kaitlin Sandeno; character Caitlin Cooper (The O.C.)

Common Nicknames: Cait, Catie

Common Variations: Caitlin, Kaitlyn, Katelyn

Consider This: This spelling isn’t as common as “Caitlin,” but it has a more positive first impression.
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