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Jane Austen’s World


Jane Austen’s writing career  began  in 1796 (though her  first  novel 


was  not published until 1811) and  ended  with her death  in 1817.


This  period of the  history of Europe was dominated  by political 


upheaval  and  war. The French Revolution  of 1789  led  to the  rise   



of Napoleon Bonaparte, who was  Emperor  of France from  1804   



until his  final defeat  more than  ten years  later.


However, in Jane Austen’s  novels,  those important 


events  happening  just across the  English  Channel are 


hardly  mentioned. Among  the characters in  her books 


are officers of  the  British Army and  the Royal Navy, 


but her  stories do  not take us  on  board  warships 


or  onto  the  battlefield  of Waterloo. Austen’s  work 


is more centred on  the  society  in which she  lived. 


Her  characters  take  on their enemies  with  words, 


not  with  swords;  their battlefields  are the drawing 


rooms and ballrooms  of  the rich.


Jane Austen’s world  was  very different  from ours. 


The United Kingdom  was  ruled by a few wealthy 


landowners (such  as  Mr  Darcy and  Mr  Bingley).  Below them  were 


the ‘respectable’  professions 


-


 the  Law, the  Church (Mr  Collins)  and 


the Armed Services  (Captain Denny, George Wickham). A step down 


from  them  were people  who  worked  in ‘trade’ 


-


 merchants  like 


Elizabeth’s Uncle Gardiner. And below them was everyone else.


Women were not expected to  have a profession;  their job was   



to  help  their husband  succeed at  his. When a woman married,   



her  wealth immediately belonged  to her husband  (which is  why  



Mr Wickham appears desperate  to secure a wealthy marriage!).
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Jane Austen


Jane Austen was  born  at  Steventon Rectory  in  Hampshire.   



Her  father was  a  clergyman, and she was  the  second-youngest   



of eight  children.


Austen went to  school  in  Oxford, Southampton  and Reading and 


started  writing  when  she  was a teenager. She wrote a version  



of


 Pride  and  Prejudice


 called 



First Impressions


 in 1796-7, but  



was  unable to  find  a  publisher.


In 1801, her  father retired and  the  family moved to Bath. 


Austen did not like the city  much,  but  the  lively  (and sometimes 


scandalous) social scene provided her  with a lot of ideas 


-


 she 


mentions  Bath  in  all six of the novels she completed  in  her lifetime. 
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In 1802, Austen accepted  a marriage  offer 


-


 but a day later, 


she thought better of it. Unlike  her  heroines,  she  never married. 


When her  father died in 1805, Austen,  her  mother  and her  sister 


Cassandra became poor and  had to rely on the  charity of her 


brothers. They eventually  moved to  Chawton  in  Hampshire.


Sense and  Sensibility


, Austen’s first published novel, appeared in   



1811 


-


 but  without Austen’s name  on the cover. The  author  is 


identified only as  ‘a  Lady’. 


Pride  and Prejudice


 was published two   



years later. It was  followed  by 


Mansfield Park


 and 


Emma


.


By 1816,  Jane Austen was not well.  She  continued to write until 


her  death the  following year, at the  age of 41, in Winchester, 


Hampshire. She  is  buried  in Winchester Cathedral.


Two  novels, 


Northanger Abbey


 and 


Persuasion


, were published after 


her  death. A final novel, 


Sanditon


, 


was  left  unfinished,  but several 


versions have been completed by 


other writers,  and a TV  series 


adapted by Andrew Davies was 


broadcast in  2019.


It took  a  while  for Jane Austen’s 


books to  be  truly  appreciated, but 


now, more than 200  years after 


her  death, she  is  recognised  as 


one  of  the greatest  writers in 


English  literature.


Winchester Cathedral















6


Pride and Prejudice


:  


The Novel


Jane Austen’s second book was  published  in three volumes in 


the year 1813. She had started  writing  it 17  years  earlier 


under the  title 


First Impressions


. Jane’s name does  not appear 


on the  cover or the  title  page, which simply says ‘by the 


author  of 


Sense and  Sensibility


.’


The story  hinges on the troubled  romance between  the   



spirited  Elizabeth  (Lizzie) Bennet, and Fitzwilliam Darcy,   



a wealthy  gentleman. 


The original title  suggests  the  main  theme of  the  story. Darcy, 


meeting Elizabeth for the  first  time  in a commonplace  social 


gathering, finds her dull and  unattractive; she, overhearing 


this  unflattering  view, thinks he  is  proud and  snobbish.  Further 


misunderstandings arise on both sides,  leading Elizabeth  to 


believe that  she and  Darcy hate  each other  when in fact, as 


the readers can see, they are falling  in love.


Since its first publication, 


Pride  and Prejudice


 has become one 


of the  most beloved books  ever  written, and  has sold  over 


twenty million copies.
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England, 1811: Elizabeth Bennet and her sisters live 


in Hertfordshire, at Longbourn House IN Longbourn 


VILLAGE, near the small market town of Meryton, 


just north of London. 


In england at the time, money, power and position 


are all-important. it is the duty of every young 


man to look for a marriage that will increase his 


fortune. every young woman must find a husband 


who will offer her a secure future. 


The bennets are not rich, so their mother is 


determined to see all her daughters marry rich men. 


Unfortunately for the Bennet sisters, they have 


little to offer in the marketplace of marriage ...


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
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List Of Main Characters


Dramatis Personae


Mr Bennet


Mrs Bennet


Uncle Gardiner  



(Mrs Bennet’s brother)


Aunt Gardiner


Jane


Elizabeth LydiaKittyMary
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Lady 


Catherine 


de Bourgh


Captain 


Denny


Mr Collins


Mr Darcy


Miss Georgiana Darcy 



 


(Darcy’s sister)


Mr Bingley 



Miss Caroline Bingley 



(Bingley’s sister)


Colonel 


Fitzwilliam 



(Darcy’s cousin)


Bennet family maid Darcy family housekeeper


Lieutenant 


George Wickham
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You know 


perfectly well 


that any rich 


young man needs 


a wife. This is an 


opportunity for 


our girls. You 


mustmust 



visit him.


Mr Bennet, I hear that a 


very rich young man, a  



Mr Bingley, is coming to live 


at Netherfield Park.


Really, Mrs Bennet? 


And what has this Mr 


Bingley to do with us?


Nonsense!


EXCITING NEWS IS SPREADING THROUGH 


THE VILLAGE OF LONGBOURN...


You know the girls and 


I cannot go to see him 


unless you go first. Oh, 


you are so annoying. 


You never think of my 


poor nerves ... 


I cannot 


helphelp thinking 



of them; you mention 


them three or four 


times a day.
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