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				Volcanic islands

				A volcanic island, also known as an oceanic island, is made when an underwater volcano explodes on the ocean floor, forcing out so much lava that it eventually reaches above the waves. When the lava cools and becomes solid, land is formed. Islands like this can still appear today! 

			

		

		
			
				Surrounded by Water

			

		

		
			
				An island is an area of land that is completely surrounded by water and smaller than a continent. Islands come in countless shapes and sizes. Some are home to millions of people, others have almost no life at all. Some are covered in thick jungle, others are coated in ice. Some are millions of years old… and others are younger than you! 

				This amazing variety is what makes islands so special. But what are they exactly? And how were they formed? Well, no matter how big or small they are, and no matter where on the planet they’re found, most islands can be described as either volcanic or continental.

			

		

		
			
				We can also find other types of island around the world:

				Coral islands are formed from the bodies of millions of corals, which are small sea animals found in warm sea waters. 

				Barrier islands lie next to a coastline. They’re usually long and narrow, and made of sand. They can help to protect the coast from storms. 

				Tidal islands are areas of land that are cut off from the mainland whenever the tide is high. When the tide’s low, they’re not islands anymore! 

				Artificial islands are built by people, rather than nature. Islands like this are usually made as somewhere to live, or to visit. 
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				Continental islands

				This type of island was once part of a continent, but got separated. Some were made when parts of the Earth’s crust moved, breaking two areas of land apart. Other continental islands were formed after the last Ice Age, when melting glaciers made the world’s sea levels much higher. Lower areas of land were flooded, leaving some places cut off.
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				For an animal on a remote island, there might be fewer predators for it to avoid, and only certain foods for it to eat. This means that animals on islands often evolve (change over time) in different ways to animals elsewhere. Because of this, many islands are home to very unusual creatures. All this is true when talking about plants, too.
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