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A LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE WORD

Now... let us make something quite clear, this is not a book about gambling. That would be illegal and both the author and all concerned at Headline would never do something like that. Never. They are all far too nice and responsible (well... except for Emma my editor, she’s downright filthy and is barred from all reasonable drinking establishments in London). This is a book designed to teach you a few party tricks that will leave our friends in no question as to how utterly utterly brilliant you are.

And yes, you may wish to challenge your friends to a drink. That’s not gambling, that’s just being a tight-fisted smart-arse and there’s nothing illegal about that.

But if you do scrounge drinks using these tricks then we’re far too responsible not to point out that you shouldn’t drink more than government guidelines. Bad things happen when you drink too much. And I don’t just mean ending the evening chucking up in the gutter and shouting ‘I’m cleverer than that Derren Brown, me!’, or going home with someone that - come the clear and painful light of morning - is so terribly unattractive you feel the need to take a scouring pad to your eyes before donating the rest of you to medical science.




CASH IN HAND




The Bet 

Ask your lovely - and hopefully wealthy - drinking companions to fish in their bulging wallets for a note. Tell them to fold that note in half, then half again. This will be their stake. Their choice will be a simple one: they will either give you the money or ask you to double it. Surely, they think, that is no choice at all.

Now ask them to clasp their hands together, fingers interlaced (1). It’s almost as if they’re praying not to lose their money. Not that it’ll help.
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Once they’ve done that, tell them to extend the third finger on each hand. (Help them if you wish; it’s in your best interests, after all.) Slip the folded note between the tips of their extended third fingers and then make your proposition clear (2): if they wish you to double their money, then they should drop the note to the table; if they hold on to it, then you’ll assume they’re happy for you to keep it.
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The Solution 

With their hands clasped in such a manner, it’s impossible to separate the extended fingers.

There’s nothing more you need to do, other than finish your drink, watch them squirm, and then help yourself to the offered note.




ALTERNATING SHOT GLASSES
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The Bet 

Set up a row of six shot glasses on the table. The first three are full; the rest are empty (1). By moving only one glass, can anyone arrange them so that they alternate between full and empty? If anyone can, then - because you’re nothing but fair - you’ll buy them a drink. (And no, bashing the other glasses out of the way isn’t allowed; they’re full of precious, easily spilled alcohol, for God’s sake.)

Sit back and watch as your friends try to make their brains work. Hopefully, they’ll keep moving the same glass, looking more and more dense as they realize they have no idea what to do with it. Give them time, repeating the helpful phrase: ‘You can only move one glass.’ (This is helpful - to you - as the word ‘move’ keeps them trained on picking up a glass and placing it somewhere else.) Once you feel everyone’s been tortured enough, it’s time to quench your thirst. Offer to show how it’s done, requesting a drink for your efforts - one from each person, of course. Genius is thirsty work.




The Solution 

Pick up the full shot glass in the middle, empty its contents into the middle empty glass then return it  (2). The glasses are now in perfect alternate order.
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