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INTRODUCTION


Dating isn’t always easy. In fact, it can be downright terrifying. You would think since your heart stopped beating it would be easier to let someone into your chest cavity, but opening up is just as scary for the undead as it is for the living. All of the insecurities you had when alive probably followed you to the grave and rose back up stronger than ever, just like you.


But don’t despair. Even though you’re a foul, rotting, reanimated corpse driven by a hunger for living flesh, finding romance is not impossible. Some of the challenges remain the same, like where do you go to find a date? Some will be new, like what if he/she/it is repulsed by your exposed muscle tissue?


YOUR AFTERLIFE GUARD


Zombie Love is here to help you navigate the waters of the befouled dating pool and hunt down your better half. You will learn how to make informed decisions by asking yourself eternally applicable questions: Who or what is your ideal lover? What does it mean to slip on that ring? And does that particular individual still have a finger on which to actually wear that ring?


There are quizzes along the way that will steer your romantic aspirations in the attainable (not edible) direction. Look, it’s not brain surgery to find a brainless beauty; you just need to nail down what it is you’re looking for. And then you will know just where to find it—be it at the communal dinner spot in the woods or at a singles zombie shamble. This book is packed with more ideas than you can shake a bat at on where and how to get a date.


YOUR PERSON(ISH)AL TRAINER


Once you land a dead one, Zombie Love will teach you the art of planning the perfect date. Just because your flesh is mostly rotten doesn’t mean running a comb through your hair and covering up your stank with some odor neutralizers doesn’t help. Looks (and smells) still count! With Zombie Love in your back pocket, you can get over those nerves you thought died when you did. Just relax, take a deep ragged breath, and remember that the zombie sitting across the torch-lit table from you is experiencing the same sensation of maggots in their stomach that you are.


But what if you’re sitting across from a hot fleshbag—one that elicits a different kind of hunger? Zombie Love has the answers on breaking the taboo of inter-living dating, dealing with the prejudice against it, and resisting love at first bite.


YOUR POST-LIFE COACH


After you’ve mastered the first date, you’re bound to get a second one, and before you know it, you’re in a relationship! The view on love is a little different with a post-death perspective. Be prepared for a whole new breed of issues. For example, having dinner with a significant other’s family is always awkward, but it’ll be a nightmare if you treat Aunt Gladys like an appetizer.


If you have gotten past all of those stages, you might be hearing wedding bells (if your ears haven’t sloughed off yet, of course). Tying the knot means more than deciding between postmodern furniture or the comfort of moldering rags and a cool dirt pit. And you can trust this book to help you discern what battles are worth fighting and when you should just groan and make up.


Through all the trials and tribulations of dating and beyond when beyond the grave, Zombie Love will be your unfaltering guide to reanimating the ragged wad of muscle that used to be your heart. After all, nobody wants to end up alone the second time around.














FORAGING FOR LOVE
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DIGGING AROUND IN THE RIGHT PLACES


Whether you’re a not-so-fresh-faced teenager wading into the contaminated waters of the undead dating pool for the first time or a well-preserved veteran slowly creaking back into the saddle, dating can be an intimidating experience.


WHERE DO YOU EVEN START?


For the newcomers, the world of attractive flesheaters seems like it’s shrouded in mystery. You ask yourself, How do I approach someone I like? What do I say? Do you simply shamble up to someone you find attractive and ask them out, or do you get to know them before asking for a proper date? Would they prefer to go for fast food pulled into the shadows of a back alley or a fancy meal that’s been thoughtfully laid out on the cement floor of a trash-strewn warehouse?


The answers depend on both who you are and how you think that zombie may respond. Consider both your character and theirs from the get-go. If you are a gregarious night stalker who is great at initiating interesting conversations, then by all means dazzle your prey! If you’re more of a reserved revenant, then you need an arsenal of icebreakers to get the conversation going. Either way—unless you’ve been professionally embalmed—time is not on your side, so get to it!


PROTECT YOURSELF AND WHAT USED TO BE YOUR HEART


When it comes to matters of your heart, err on the side of caution. Sure, unlife seems smooth and slow-moving in movies like Night of the Living Dead, but the real world is a little more barbed. Even though your heart is no longer beating, it can still be broken by zombies and breathers alike. There is an intense bias against the life-challenged, so be mindful on the dating scene. Chatting up a bonny lifer may be met with a friendly smile, but you’re more likely to get a shrill scream followed by a thwack to the head.


NEW TO THE DATING SCENE?


So, you just recovered from your post-life/pre-reanimated slumber and cleared the fog from your eyes (or blood, depending on your circumstances). Now, take a good, long look at yourself in the mirror.


HEY, GOOD LOOKING!


You may notice things are a little different than they used to be, but remember that this is a whole new life (sort of), and the standards of beauty have changed. If you died with minimal trauma, your complexion might be in good shape and all you need is a little rouge, cover-up, and a quick comb through your hair to keep the whimpering of passersby to a minimum. Throw on a pair of sunglasses and a new shirt and you might just pass for a lifer! Consider yourself lucky; very few of the undead start off in such good condition.


If you are part of the majority who begin their post-death existence with some visible damage, rest easy in the fact that you are not alone. You may not be attractive in the traditional sense, but you can be a hottie by the new zombie standards—a rottie!


DEALING WITH DECAY


Just like in life, your looks can fade. Be sure to maintain yourself and pay attention to any new leaks or bullet holes. Be it a minor scratch from another undead or a vicious bite from a duel over scraps with a pit bull, these damages need to be tended to immediately. A little duct tape can go a long way! (See “The Miracle of Duct Tape”.) Ask the gal at your local department store makeup counter for some tips and consider taking an auto body repair course. Staying on top of your decay is crucial for maintaining your sex appeal.


You’ll soon notice that your joints are tighter than they used to be. Don’t be too concerned when you hear cracking and popping and an occasional tearing. These are just the weaker connective tissues failing and gas bubbles escaping from various places that were once tight with rigor mortis but are now loosened by decomposition—it’s totally normal. By concentrating on your balance (a tumble could result in crucial limb loss) you’ll achieve the stiffened, lumbering gait all undead know and love.


THE NEW YOU!


Once you’re comfortable in your new skin and are moving with appropriate awkwardness, you’ll start to notice some other good things. For instance, you don’t tire as much as before, and you’re unremittingly driven by a new-found hunger for fresh flesh. Food has never tasted better, and the workout you need to catch it will keep off those extra pounds! In fact, you’ll find it difficult to maintain your pre-death weight without daily meals. Ingest at minimum a toddler’s worth of protein everyday to keep up that masculine physique or girlish figure—something that can be especially difficult to come by if you live in a well-armed neighborhood or Texas.


You’ll also quickly see that things don’t hurt the way they used to. A finger caught in a slammed steel door may not be noticed until you see the sad little nubbin where it used to be. And a shotgun to the midsection won’t slow you down as you chomp down on Grandma at the family picnic. Good times, great body!


UNLIFE IS GOOD


In addition to your pain-free existence, you should notice enhanced senses of smell and taste (and maybe a few other enhanced senses, if you know what I mean). Your speed and agility have been replaced with a dogged determination and relentless, burning hunger. So go out there and unlive a little!


Now that you know the new afterlife you a little better, it’s time to focus on matters of the heart. Not the delicious, still-beating, belly-filling ones but the kind that dictates happiness and make an emotionally fulfilling post-death existence possible. Seriously, who said romance is dead?
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THINGS MAY HAVE CHANGED SINCE YOU LEFT THE DATING SCENE


How long has it been since you last dated? If you were married or in a monogamous relationship for an extended period of time, you will find that things have changed indeed. The rules may seem a lot looser. Many of the undead, perhaps you included, have an a newfound desire to roam the land, looking for new experiences. Even if you were a serial dater, finding that groove may not be as easy as it once was. Zombies may often travel in hordes, making your options plentiful, but it can be hard to break the ice with a well-timed witticism over the groans, screams, and shotgun blasts—the regular soundtrack that accompanies most shambling gangs of undead. The truth is, reentering the dating pool at any depth is tough, regardless of your stage of decomposition.


A DEEPER/DARKER WORLD


Societal rules are a little different now. Consider dining with your lady: One lass may think it a gallant gesture for you to hold open a skull for her to nibble, while another may be totally offended due to her modern sense of independence. What a state!


If you are a man, you are still expected to bring a token of affection on a first date. A bouquet of daisies might be sweet (albeit a little Frankensteiny), whereas a baggie of chocolatefilled filter organs might delight her to pieces.


If you’re a woman, think about what you expect. Do you let him pay or do you go dutch? A lady of a latter era may expect him to unzip her body bag whereas a modish gal may find that completely ghastly. What kind of afterlifer are you?


HOW TO COPE


Social mores change regularly, so do a little research on what’s trending since you reanimated. Men, grab a couple copies of the most popular gal rags (Pallor, Cadaver Monthly) for tips and inroads to what the ladies are wearing, watching, and doing. Women, be sure to read some of the top dude glossies (GCorpse, 8-Cylinder, etc.) for current rages in men’s attire, hobbies, and humor.


Acceptable topics of discussion have also changed over the years. In the past, it was considered uncouth to discuss politics, religion, or degrees of decomposition in mixed or unfamiliar company. Today, almost any topic is considered fair game on a date, especially if you truly wish to get to know someone’s sensibilities. Though this kind of talk can spark some fiery debate, so you may want to avoid it on a first date.


Depending on what decade you became a member of the undead, this evolution of social mores can be perceived as progress or a huge aberration. You’ll have to accept them and adapt, or crawl back into your worm-infested hole and settle for spending your afterlife alone.


THE BRIGHT SIDE


These are truly exciting times to be on the reanimated dating scene! Don’t be intimidated. With so many new opportunities at your bony fingertips, it’s much easier to find that special something. There are countless digital outlets, ranging from online dating services to special-interest chat rooms that make the furry community look tame by comparison. These groups even go offline and gather in church basements, community centers, and fence-free cemeteries to connect and share a snack.


With all these new tools and understanding at your disposal, you’ll never be alone! Even those who are the most ravaged by decomposition or small-arms fire can now find another who’s suffered the same—or a little worse off—and is willing to overlook a little bit of pus and gangrene.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIVING-ON-LIVING AND ZOMBIE-ON-ZOMBIE DATING


Your pre-reanimated dating routine was something you did without thought. Perhaps a long, relaxing prep shower followed by a thorough personal grooming ritual and then picking out a sexy look for the night. You would take a last-minute glance in the mirror to check your tie or apply that last swipe of mascara, do a final breath check, and off you’d go. Pretty standard stuff.


THE WAY WE WERE


You’d meet him or her at the chicest dinner spot, throw back a few long-stemmed bubblies, and engage in a blissful (often vapid) conversation popping with giggles and coy smiles. If all was going well, maybe you’d follow up with a movie or a jaunt to the hottest club in town for some more drinks and maybe a little boogie on the dance floor.


At the end of the date you’d part ways (or not, if you’ve got a lot of good moves and libations), excited about the night’s revelries and optimistically looking forward to the next date. Yes, your pre-zombie existence was pretty good in retrospect.


THE WAY IT IS


Things now are a wee bit more difficult. For starters, your prep time has most likely tripled. That leisurely shower has been replaced with body inspections for loosening and lost tissue in need of repair or removal. Once you’ve reinforced your structural integrity, you should probably color correct those problem areas with liberal amounts of makeup. “Putting on your face” is going to take on a whole new meaning for you.


Finding the right outfit can be a dead-leg drag. Since the leaking body fluids or garbage stains inflicted by an angry mini-mob can happen at any moment, you should stick to dark colors and make friends with stain guard sprays. Nonetheless, you will have to replace your wardrobe often, so don’t break the bank on a single shopping trip. Stock up on discount clothing at wholesale or consignment stores.


GETTING THERE IS HALF THE PROBLEM


Your car probably went to a fleshbag sibling during your stint underground, and public transportation is not exactly undeadfriendly. So before you have your sweetie by your side, find out which bus, train, or cab service has easy-to-clean vinyl seating and a progressive attitude.


Now where do you two lovecrows go? Look for a restaurant or bar that is more accepting of your kind and serves satisfying cuisine. Calling ahead to talk to the maître d’ works, or just lurk outside a place to see if it has a stench-ridden, romantic aura.


IT’S NOT ALL BAD!


In fact, some of it is better. You may have to worry about cosmetics and simple-minded breathers, but as a zombie you must learn that these problems are superficial. Get beneath that which is skin-deep, and you will find the juicy, delicious meat of the afterlife.


For instance, you will notice your primal hunger for brains is matched only by your carnal hunger for pleasure. Long gone are the days of inhibitions—now is the time of unbridled passion! You will likely be unable to control your desires for long, because the whole zombie deal is wild, irrepressible need. The best part? Your date will be like-minded! Once you discover that you share the same physical problems and proclivities, you will experience a freedom your human mind wouldn’t have dared dream of.


WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES?


You may be a rotting corpus with a desire for flesh, but you still have needs. What are you looking for in that something that will make you feel whole (even if you are a little holey)? Important qualities to flirt with are: sharing a sense of humor and parallel interests; professional embalmment; and, of course, looks as well as rate and stage of decomposition. Just because you’re both reanimated corpses doesn’t mean looks don’t figure into the equation.


You’ll likely have to make some concessions from your pre-zombie standards, but if you take the time to care for yourself, you’ll want a partner who does the same. Perhaps you’re looking for someone in an earlier stage of decay—a lot of zombies prefer a little meat on the bone.


And don’t forget values—the biggie being religion. If you keep kosher, can you date someone who chows down on saucy Mennonites? Or what if they only nibble on patchouli-steeped vegans while you favor the double-meat goodness of a carnivore? Depending on how staunchly you hold onto your values, differences like these may lead to a lot of arguing over the dinner pit.


WHAT CAN’T YOU NOT LIVE WITHOUT?


Amenities you thought as must-haves in life may have lost their luster in your afterlife. Landing the latest hot ride or the one hundredth generation iPhone probably doesn’t seem nearly as important as the need to home in on a lone city worker at dawn—though if there’s an app for that, you may still want to upgrade your smartphone.


Yesterday you were a fashionista, painfully aware that he was wearing last season’s loafers, or you were a plastic surgeon who plumped up your wife’s lips and tits to make her smokin’. Are you still that “person” now that you call a shallow ditch in the forest home? You may have a few physical zombie preferences (blonde, brunette, or skinless), but other material matters have probably fallen to the wayside. A deal breaker today could simply be that your lover ate that old plastic surgeon husband before reattaching a missing limb.


Take some time to really delve deep and think about what you can nonlive with and what you can’t nonlive without.


GIVE CHANGE A CHANCE


Just face it—change is a part of both life and unlife. Needs and desires always have and always will ebb and flow. When you were alive, your opinions and requirements evolved with age and experience. Youth catered to that cute someone who had a car; the twenties heralded a fella or a gal who had planned out their future; and with maturity came the want for a responsible mate with a mortgage and a dream of a bouncing baby or four.


Now, as a member of the living impaired, your priorities will continue to develop with the different stages in your nonlife. At first you may yearn for a reanimate who has experience under its belt to show you the ropes of your new existence. Then you may find yourself longing for deeper meaning and a cuddle under the moonlight or delivery dock.


CHECK IN WITH YOURSELF


Because your rotting skin isn’t the only thing about you that’s continually changing, it’s a good idea to reevaluate where your head and heart stand every once in a while. You may find it challenging to sort through all your feelings simply in your mind. With a slowly deteriorating brain, thoughts can easily become scrambled, so it helps to make a list. Things get a lot clearer when you put them down on paper.


To get you started, grab a bloody nib and try the quiz on WHAT A ZOMBIE WANTS, WHAT A ZOMBIE NEEDS. It is psychologically designed to evaluate the needs and desires of the undead heart. Going deeper than the common lust for brains and love of terror in small children’s eyes, it will help you determine the qualities you need in a lasting partner.
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WHAT A ZOMBIE WANTS, WHAT A ZOMBIE NEEDS


It’s time to dig deep to figure out what you are looking for in an expired life partner. Read each question carefully and write down your answer on a separate piece of paper. To unearth your true undead needs, answer as honestly as possible. The result will be a less gloomy idea of what you’re looking for. Then you can focus when out on the prowl, avoid the corpses that are all wrong for you and dig up the one that’s just ripe.


MIND AND SOUL (SORT OF)


1. What do you value most: honesty, faithfulness, or an agile mind that out-thinks capture?


2. Is a sense of humor meaningful?


3. Is it important that one respects their elders?


4. Is it important that one does not eat their elders?


5. Which is more important: intelligence or brains?


6. How about limbs or intestines?


7. Skin or skinned?


8. Screw, marry, and eat—who would you pick for each? George W. Bush, Johnny Depp, and Robert Pattinson; or Hillary Clinton, Tina Fey, and Katy Perry.


9. Do you prefer something that devours a sweaty club-hopper or a dapper museum patron?


10. Do you prefer a cat- or dog-lover?


11. Do you prefer a cat- or dog-eater, or strictly human?


12. Do you get along with something that has stalwart opinions on zombie rights or that is happy just to follow the crowd and pick off the stragglers?


13. Is kindness a weakness or a virtue?


14. An open mind: Is it a flaw or a strength?


15. Is an open wound a sign of weakness or a turn-on?


BODY AND BRAWN


1. How important is someone’s physical appearance?


2. Given the fact that you’re a reanimated corpse, are you really one to judge?


3. Do you like tall drinks of water or petite packages?


4. What is your favorite eye color?


5. If the eyes are missing, can you still lose yourself in the limpid pools of hollowed-out sockets?


6. Is connecting on an emotional level enough if someone is missing a limb or an erogenous zone?


7. Is there a body part you can’t unlive without?


8. Are you okay with the ever-present stench of decay, or is formaldehyde a must?


9. Do you prefer Kirstie Alley from her days on Cheers or Fat Actress? Alternatively, Alec Baldwin in The Hunt for Red October or 30 Rock?


10. How much Bondo is too much Bondo?


11. Are you attracted to any specific nationality?


12. Because Asian chicks are really hot, am I right?


13. Do you think true beauty really lies on the inside?


14. Do you prefer the smell of naturally-occurring bodily odors or lemon-scented industrial disinfectants?


15. Do you like big butts? Are you unable to lie?


BAD DATE TERRITORY


The test you just took is only meant as a general compass to help you find your brain-eating sweetie. But once you put your love-finding to the challenge, you may stumble into a crazy or two, a leech, or an overzealous creeper. Here are a few personality profiles to date with caution, or, better yet, avoid.


BEWARE MOST BREATHERS


Zombies are from Pluto, and the living are from Venus. Zombie Love will explore this taboo a little later, but let’s get the most disastrous issues out of the way.


Type one: the bigots. These people have an exaggerated fear of resurrection, and they show their feelings with manic pride on their bumpers: “Honk if you shot a zombie today.” Dating this kind of fleshsack is slim, but beware—a romantic moonlit movie might turn into a trap for some target practice.


Type two: the experimenter. These dilettantes have no real sense of commitment and are only looking to take a break from a warm body. They are fickle and will drop you faster than some dirty gauze. So even though being with them is comforting because they remind you of your living days and you know they won’t try to immolate you, they will likely hurt you in other ways. You may be undead, but that doesn’t mean you can’t suffer from a broken heart.


SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, BOTH WILL MAKE YOU BLUE


The newly undead are not looking for a solid relationship. You remember that feeling: All you wanted to do was find someone to pal around with and maybe share a bone over, but the everafter was never in the plans. They’ll start out clingy then quickly change gears to flighty. Keep them around as a pal, but don’t get too attached.


AVOID THE DECREPIT


Those who don’t take care of themselves and have really progressed in their deterioration are to be avoided as well. Good zombie hygiene is the mark of a happy zombie. If you spot excessive deterioration, walk away. These things are only minutes away from the second grave and are apt to turn into a puddle of putrescent goo on a hot day. Who needs that kind of brain drain?


BEWARE THE STALKER AND THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER


Repeated phone calls from a heavy breather. Being shadowed down a lonely alley. Sound like a horror movie? Try again—it’s that clingy reanimate that inflicts a level of soulsucking attachment worse than death. They need to be hosed down with constant attention to feel good about themselves, and who has the energy to prop someone up like that? Shuffle away from this one as fast as your stiff stagger can.


Jealousy can be a particularly dangerous emotion in reanimates. A little bit can be flattering, but an undead green-eyed monster that devours your friends and coworkers because it “didn’t like the way she looked at you” is not someone you want to keep around. If you sense a jealous streak in your partner, figure out fast how wide it is. If you’re deleting a lot of contacts from your phone for reasons of decapitation, you better shamble away as fast as you can.


NO NEED FOR THE NEEDY


Oh woe, this group will drain you like a vampire on a supple neck…not to mention they will put a big dent in your supply of duct tape and silicone adhesives. Do you really want someone calling you at 2AM to reattach a digit lost to a stronger-than-she-looked preschooler? You’ve made it this far as a survivor, and you deserve someone who is just as able-bodied as you to escape from a hairy situation on its own. You sure as hell don’t want your ass filled with buckshot just because of a whiny weakling who can’t hack post-death on its own two legs.


MEETING THAT SPECIAL SOMETHING


While it may seem too easy, your regular haunts really do work. You go to a place where you can explore your interests in things like books, music, and throbbing flesh. And you know what you’ll find there? A like-minded zombie. So keep your eyes peeled everywhere you normally go—from the mundane grocery store to your favorite watering hole—and lurking in the shadows is sure to be a mate who shares your tastes (and wants to share something tasty if you’re lucky).


CLUBS AND RESTAURANTS


Those trendy bars and clubs you patronized as a mortal can be just as appealing to your undead sensibilities when you loiter in their back alleys. Not only may you find a tasty couple of clubgoers swapping bodily fluids while “getting some fresh air,” you might bump into a flesheating hottie bouncing to the bass beat on the same mission as you. You can then compliment them on their hunting skills and strike up a conversation as you snack on what used to be pretty young things.


THE PARK


The next time you need to stretch those atrophying legs, consider doing it on a foggy, moonless evening. You’re just asking for a moviemaking moment. But if you choose a sunny day, your bravery can be rewarded when you lock eyes with a revenant who doesn’t notice your blemishes or ax wounds. This is the one who can stomach every kind of wound, goo, or issues of the heart you come across, and if you find the gaping shotgun blast in their chest oddly alluring, then you may have found a match that will last!


PLACES OF WORSHIP


Traditional religions don’t exactly look favorably on the newly risen (unless your name starts with a “J” and you’re only around for three days). But faith didn’t die with you. In fact it can be renewed at your local temple or church. Crouch behind an altar and you may find a companion with a similar sacrilegious taste for the warm, still-beating hearts of congregants. Then chow down on the bodies and drink the blood of the devout while engaging in a conversation about the irony of it all.


STORES AND MALLS


Dawn of the Dead was never more right—zombies love shopping (and attacking en masse)! Many have found their true loves while simply shopping for everyday items. You see a pretty brunette with shears between her shoulder blades shopping for sandwich bags? While avoiding the mall cops, lend her some advice on how to prevent freezer burn to your sweetbreads. She might reward your kindness with an invite to eat leftovers together.


A recently reanimated young man is easily confused by the myriad variety of cover-up shades in the cosmetics aisle. He knows a flayed and moldy jaw can be a tad off-putting, so he’ll really appreciate any advice offered by a flirtatious flesheater. If the conversation goes well, offer to help apply it the first time—at your hideout.


FESTIVALS AND OUTDOOR EVENTS


Street fairs and block parties are great for mingling among the living without sending them screaming. Everyone’s in a booze haze or has sunstroke, so you’re all in the same lumbering state. The ball pit is like bobbing-for-apples for the undead, attracting a feeding frenzy of eminently dateable rotties. You can check out the haunted house for a veritable conveyor-belt buffet. Breathers will think you’re just part of the ride, so you can pick off the plumpest snacks while scoping out a prospective valentine who shares your passion for all things ghoulish.
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100 ZOMBIE COUPLES AND WHERE THEY MET


The proof is in the percentages, so try out these zombie meeting hot spots to find a proper inamorata.









	40%

	 

	Stumbling about in Grand Guignol fashion, covered in gore and silhouetted against a bloodred full moon.






	 






	14%

	 

	In alleys outside clubs while stalking partygoers who had stepped out for a quick smoke.






	 






	12%

	 

	In sandboxes behind day care centers.






	 






	10.5%

	 

	During Spring Outbreak 2011 at Daytona Beach.






	 






	9%

	 

	On blind dates set up by friends who insisted they each had wonderful personalities, were good with children, pets, and old people, and couldn’t figure out why prizes like them hadn’t been snatched up years ago, for goodness’ sake.






	 






	4%

	 

	While eyeing the butcher at the supermarket.






	 






	3.5%

	 

	While simultaneously discovering the remains of hobos hit by freight trains.






	 






	3%

	 

	At a zombie crawl (one couple met while being awarded for their “costumes” before devouring the celebrity judge).






	 






	2%

	 

	While emerging from fresh graves.






	 






	1.75%

	 

	At a major sporting event.






	 






	.25%

	 

	At a bris.









(Percentage of a fraction indicates this was the primary initial location.)
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HAVE YOUR FRIENDS SET YOU UP


Sometimes your family, coworkers, and hunting buddies know you better than you know yourself. That makes them great matchmakers for you, finding parallels between your weaknesses (kittens in a basket) and a single undead’s strengths (breaking down walls to devour the kittens’ owner).


WHY THIS WORKS


These lifers and life-challenged not only knew you as a kid, they saw you through your funeral and now in the unlife. They get your gallows humor and have lent a bony shoulder to leak your ocular cavities on for Undead Independence Day.


They know your tastes and have your best interest at heart; they can potentially set you up with something great! You may be hesitant at first to accept a set up. Blind dates can be awkward. What if you show up and he/she/it is disgusting, more so than you are? What does that say about how your friends see you? But chances are if they like you, they like another zombie similar to you that is of the opposite sex (or not—whatever floats your boat across the Acheron), and a friend set up could really work out in your favor.


AND IF IT DOESN’T


If it turns out that you and your blind date get along like rotting flesh and the sun, do not let this come between you and the friend who made the introduction. They meant well, so don’t go ripping their heads off because your date wasn’t up to snuff. Also try not to rip your date’s head off, as your mutual friend will not appreciate that either. Be polite and sensitive when letting them know that things just didn’t work out. Plus, you don’t want to ruin your chances of your pal setting you up with their hot, newly dead sibling. Aoooga!
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