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QUIZ NUMBER ONE


1.Who appeared in Bobby Charlton’s last League match for Manchester United in 1973, and twelve years later played for England in an Ashes cricket Test?


2.Which team did not lose a League Cup tie throughout the four-year US presidential term – from January 2017 to January 2021 – of Donald Trump (a man who helped conduct the draw for the League Cup quarter-finals in the 1991–92 season)?


3.Which English club have fielded, at various times, Harry Codd, Mike Salmon, Mark Fish and Tamer Tuna?


4.Which nation won 10-1 in their opening match of the 1982 World Cup but suffered a 6-0 defeat in their first game at the 1986 tournament?


5.Which Premier League club won a cup final in London against a team from Cardiff six years after winning a cup final in Cardiff against a team from London?


6.Which player appeared on the winning teams the last time England scored a double-figure tally, against the United States in 1964, and the last time a top-flight side recorded a double-figure tally, for Fulham against Ipswich Town in 1963?


7.Which club had more Englishmen in their starting line-up for the 2019 Champions League final than for the 1901 FA Cup final?


8.Which two former England midfielders, both 5ft 9in tall, began their careers at Charlton Athletic before becoming team-mates at Newcastle United and West Ham United – and then had their first managerial job with a London club?


9.What name is shared by the 1975 League Cup final referee, a 1977 FA Cup final-winning player and a London railway station?


10.Which English ground staged the last ever Cup Winners’ Cup match just five weeks after it hosted the last ever FA Cup semi-final replay?


11.Which top-flight team scored five goals in both of their League Cup matches in 2019–20 yet were still eliminated?


12.Which team scored eight past Forest and nine past Forrest in the Premier League in the 1990s?


13.The population of one of Iceland’s opponents at the 2018 World Cup increased during the tournament by more than the entire population of Iceland (assuming rates of increase in that month were typical of that country’s general population growth). Which country?


14.Which club can only celebrate the anniversary of their sole major trophy every four years because it was achieved in a leap year on 29 February?


15.Which club did not finish in the top six of their League table in the forty-seven seasons from 1970–71 to 2016–17?


16.Vladimír Weiss and Marcos Alonso, who both played for Premier League club Bolton Wanderers in 2010, have what family curiosity in common?


17.Which manager faced England at the 1982 World Cup and moved to an English club to replace the England-bound manager after the 1990 World Cup?


18.At the 2010 World Cup, which Netherlands player took part in a match played less than ten miles from an island that bore his surname?


19.Only two confederations have been represented in any of the twenty-one men’s World Cup finals – UEFA (Europe) and Conmebol (South America) – yet the first five women’s World Cup finals featured teams from four different confederations. Can you name them?


20.Which team won away to reigning champions Liverpool in the top division in 1984 yet, in 1986, lost at home in the fourth tier to Cambridge United, Cardiff City, Burnley, Halifax Town, Wrexham and Southend United?


21.Which manager resigned from one City after six games and from another City after four matches?


22.Which manager guided Colchester United to a 7-1 win away to Norwich City in the third tier in August 2009 but five months later led Norwich to a 5-0 victory away to Colchester?


23.Who appeared eighty-three times for Croatia yet never played for a team in that country, and managed Croatia at the 2014 World Cup yet has never managed a Croatian club?


24.Only two clubs have won the second-tier and top-flight titles in consecutive years since the Second World War: Tottenham Hotspur in 1949–50 and 1950–51, and Ipswich Town in 1960–61 and 1961–62. Who was a player with Tottenham in those first two seasons and was then Ipswich’s manager in their two successful campaigns?


25.When Liverpool won the League title in 2019–20, which player’s shirt number equalled the sum of all eleven of Liverpool’s shirt numbers in their starting line-up when they had previously become champions in 1989–90?


QUIZ NUMBER ONE ANSWERS


1.Arnie Sidebottom. He played alongside Charlton for United away to Chelsea in 1973 in one of twenty-one appearances for the club. In 1985, as a fast-medium bowler, he appeared in his only Test for England when he faced Australia at Trent Bridge.


2.Manchester City. They lost a League Cup fourth-round tie against Manchester United in October 2016, but then won the competition in the 2017–18, 2018–19 and 2019–20 seasons, and had qualified for the following season’s final by the time Trump left office in January 2021.


3.Charlton Athletic. Harry Codd played for them from 1927 to 1928, Mike Salmon from 1990 to 1998, Mark Fish from 2000 to 2005 and Tamer Tuna in 2009.


4.Hungary. They beat El Salvador 10-1 in a group match at the 1982 World Cup in Spain but lost 6-0 to the Soviet Union in the group phase at the following World Cup four years later in Mexico.


5.Liverpool. In 2012 they beat Cardiff City in the League Cup final at Wembley; in 2006 they had defeated West Ham United in the FA Cup final at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff (which was the venue for domestic cup finals while the new Wembley was being built).


6.George Cohen. England won 10-0 away to the United States in a friendly in 1964; Fulham beat Ipswich 10-1 at home in the top division on Boxing Day 1963. Cohen won thirty-seven England caps and played for Fulham from 1957 to 1969.


7.Tottenham Hotspur. Their XI that faced Sheffield United in 1901 (which was the same for the first match and the replay) featured three English players (George Clawley, Tom Morris and Tom Smith), five from Scotland, two from Wales and one from Ireland. Their starting line-up in 2019 included five English players (Harry Kane, Dele Alli, Kieran Trippier, Danny Rose and Harry Winks), two each from Belgium and France and one each from Denmark and South Korea.


8.Scott Parker and Lee Bowyer. Parker’s first job as manager was at Fulham, and Bowyer started out as a manager at Charlton Athletic.


9.Gordon Hill. The referee of that name finished his career in England in 1975. The player of that name helped Manchester United beat Liverpool in the 1977 FA Cup final. The railway station is in north London.


10.Villa Park. The Cup Winners’ Cup was scrapped after the 1998–99 season, in which Lazio beat Real Mallorca 2-1 in the final at Villa Park on 19 May, 1999. FA Cup semi-final replays were dispensed with after 1999, replaced by penalty shoot-outs; Manchester United beat Arsenal 2-1 in the last semi-final replay on the same ground on 14 April, 1999.


11.Arsenal. They beat Nottingham Forest 5-0 at home in the third round and were then beaten in a penalty shoot-out away to Liverpool in the fourth round after a 5-5 draw.


12.Manchester United. They beat Nottingham Forest 8-1 in 1999, four years after they won 9-0 against an Ipswich Town side that had Craig Forrest in goal.


13.Nigeria. Its population of nearly 200 million was due to rise during the World Cup by about 400,000; Iceland’s population is around 350,000.


14.Middlesbrough. They won the League Cup on 29 February, 2004, beating Bolton Wanderers 2-1 in the final.


15.Coventry City. They spent the first thirty-one of those campaigns in the top flight before dropping down to the fourth tier.


16.They both followed their father and grandfather into a national team, and in each case their father and grandfather had exactly the same name. Vladimír Weiss plays for Slovakia, his father Vladimír Weiss appeared for Czechoslovakia and Slovakia, and his grandfather Vladimír Weiss played for Czechoslovakia. Marcos Alonso, who has spent several years at Chelsea, plays for Spain, as did his father and grandfather, both of them named Marcos Alonso.


17.Jozef Vengloš. His Czechoslovakia team lost 2-0 to England in a group game at the 1982 World Cup, and he became Aston Villa manager in 1990 when Graham Taylor left the club to take charge of England.


18.Arjen Robben. He played against Cameroon at the Cape Town Stadium, close to Robben Island.


19.UEFA (Europe), Conmebol (South America), Concacaf (North America) and AFC (Asia). Europe had Norway, Sweden and Germany, North America had the United States, Asia had China and South America had Brazil.


20.Wolverhampton Wanderers. They beat Liverpool 1-0 at Anfield in January 1984 en route to the first of three consecutive relegations, and started poorly in the fourth tier in 1986–87.


21.Steve Coppell. He resigned as Manchester City manager in 1996 complaining of stress, and in 2010 he resigned at Bristol City because he ‘could not become passionate’ about the role.


22.Paul Lambert. He switched jobs from Colchester to Norwich just over a week after the first match.


23.Niko Kovač. He was born in West Germany to Croatian parents.


24.Sir Alf Ramsey. Nottingham Forest won the League in 1977–78 in their first season after promotion but had finished third in the second tier in 1976–77.


25.Trent Alexander-Arnold. He wore the number 66, which equals the sum of the numbers one to eleven: so far back was Liverpool’s previous title success that it was three years before the introduction of squad numbers.









QUIZ NUMBER TWO


1.Which visiting team were defeated in West Ham United’s last ever match at Upton Park in 2016 and then a year later were beaten in Tottenham Hotspur’s last ever game at their old White Hart Lane ground?


2.In 2013 which team conceded a goal after thirteen seconds of a Premier League fixture and then three League games later scored a goal themselves after thirteen seconds?


3.Who was named best goalkeeper at tournaments fourteen years apart – the 1968 European Championship and 1982 World Cup?


4.Which two men both won fifty or more caps for Scotland, were midfield team-mates for a title-winning team and also each had a spell as player-manager of Coventry City?


5.Elvir Bolić scored two historic winning goals just seven days apart in 1996 – when Fenerbahçe became the first ever team to beat Manchester United in a European match at Old Trafford, and when which newly formed national team recorded their first ever victory?


6.Which fixture at the 1994 World Cup resulted in two records being broken: the first player to score five goals in a World Cup match and the oldest player to score at a World Cup?


7.Which two English clubs, each of them European trophy winners, both won 10-0 in their first ever home match in European competition?


8.Who played for six London clubs, five of those in the top flight, but had to change sport in order to appear for a team with ‘London’ in its name?


9.Which team, playing at home in a top-flight match, were watched by a crowd of 3,569, yet as a non-League team, playing at home in the FA Cup in the same stadium, were once watched by 45,701?


10.In the 1970s which Northern Irishman managed a League club and his national team while still in his twenties?


11.The 1996 FA Cup final was played on May 11, so why was ‘May 12’ displayed prominently at Wembley?


12.Which club was represented in the England team in the 1966 World Cup final but has never had a player appear for the national side since that match?


13.England 7, Montenegro 0 in November 2019 was England’s biggest home win between 1990 and 2020, while Chelsea 6, Arsenal 0 in March 2014 was Arsène Wenger’s joint-biggest defeat in his twenty-two years as Arsenal manager, but in what other way can these two be described as landmark fixtures?


14.Who hit thirty-one goals for Manchester United in the 1987–88 season yet did not score at all in his final sixty appearances for the club?


15.Which Midlands club had three players named Paul Williams appear for them in the Premier League in the space of three years between 1992 and 1995?


16.In an international friendly match in March 2008 one Blackburn Rovers player equalled his country’s record number of caps while another Blackburn player broke that same nation’s goalscoring record. For which African country were they playing?


17.Which club entered the League more than a hundred years ago and have only ever played in the top two divisions but have never finished in the top two of the top flight?


18.In three of the first four seasons after the Second World War the country’s highest average League attendance was recorded by clubs in the second tier, one club doing so in 1946–47 and 1947–48 and the other in 1949–50. Can you name those clubs?


19.In consecutive Premier League appearances early in the 2017–18 season, who suffered a 4-0 defeat against Liverpool and then a 5-0 defeat with Liverpool?


20.The two teenagers in England’s squad at the 2014 World Cup were born in different countries, yet both were born in Kingston. Who were those two players?


21.Which team won the FA Cup in 1912 – which remains their only major trophy – after recording five 0-0 draws from the quarter-finals onwards?


22.In a run of eighteen club matches in all competitions in the 2008–09 season, which Premier League goalkeeper conceded three goals in one game against a Japanese team but kept a clean sheet in the other seventeen fixtures?


23.Why was it impossible for every top-flight team to play League matches in the same round of fixtures in the 1987–88 season – the only such season in English football history?


24.Which Day and Knight met ten times as opposing goalkeepers between 1983 and 1990?


25.On 26 April, 1986 Colchester United had two players sent off against Crewe Alexandra – one of them had scored a hat-trick eight days earlier and the other had struck a hat-trick just four days before. But what was notable about the two players?


QUIZ NUMBER TWO ANSWERS


1.Manchester United. They lost 3-2 to West Ham in May 2016 and went down 2-1 to Tottenham in May 2017.


2.Southampton. In the first match Stoke City’s goalkeeper Asmir Begović scored against Southampton from a clearance in a 1-1 draw; then Jay Rodriguez scored for Southampton away to Chelsea, who recovered to win 3-1.


3.Dino Zoff. He helped Italy to win both tournaments, aged twenty-six and forty respectively.


4.Gordon Strachan and Gary McAllister. They were part of Leeds United’s League-winning team of 1991–92.


5.Bosnia and Herzegovina. They won 2-1 in a friendly at home to Italy in November 1996, with Bolić scoring their second goal. A week earlier Fenerbahçe, through Bolić’s goal, won 1-0 away to Manchester United in the Champions League.


6.Russia v Cameroon. Russia’s Oleg Salenko became the first to hit five goals in a World Cup game while Cameroon’s Roger Milla, forty-two, became the oldest player to score at a World Cup. Russia won 6-1.


7.Manchester United and Ipswich Town. United beat Belgian team Anderlecht 10-0 in the second leg of a European Cup tie in 1956 to complete a 12-0 aggregate success; Ipswich defeated Maltese side Floriana 10-0 in the second leg of a European Cup tie in 1962 to advance 14-1 on aggregate.


8.Clive Allen. He turned out for American Football team London Monarchs. As a footballer he played in the top division for London clubs Queens Park Rangers, Crystal Palace, Tottenham Hotspur, Chelsea and West Ham United and in the second tier with Millwall, QPR and West Ham (he also appeared for Manchester City and Carlisle United).


9.Wimbledon. In March 1992 their 0-0 draw against Everton in the top division at Selhurst Park attracted only 3,569 spectators; in February 1975 their FA Cup fourth-round replay against Leeds United, which they moved from their then-home of Plough Lane to Selhurst Park, was watched by 45,701 fans. Leeds won the game 1-0.


10.Terry Neill. He took charge of Hull City at the age of twenty-eight and Northern Ireland at twenty-nine.


11.David May, the Manchester United defender, wore the number 12, so his shirt read ‘May 12’.


12.Blackpool. Alan Ball, the England midfielder, was a Blackpool player at the time but had moved to Everton by the start of the following season.


13.They were England’s 1,000th match and Arsène Wenger’s 1,000th game as Arsenal manager. England’s win came in a European Championship qualifier while Arsenal were defeated in a Premier League match.


14.Brian McClair. He initially played as a striker for United but he spent much of the latter part of his career in midfield and was often used as a substitute.


15.Coventry City. They were Paul Andrew Williams, a forward on loan from West Bromwich Albion, in 1992; Paul Darren Williams, a centre back, from 1995 to 2001; and Paul Richard Curtis Williams, a full back, from 1993 to 1995.


16.South Africa. In a match against Paraguay, Aaron Mokoena equalled Shaun Bartlett’s record of seventy-four appearances while Benni McCarthy scored his thirtieth international goal, moving ahead of the previous best of twenty-nine – also by Bartlett.


17.West Ham United. They joined the League in 1919–20 and their best League finish was third in 1985–86.


18.Newcastle United and Tottenham Hotspur. Newcastle averaged 49,379 in 1946–47 and 56,283 when gaining promotion in 1947–48; Tottenham averaged 54,111 en route to promotion in 1949–50.


19.Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. He was in the Arsenal team beaten 4-0 at Anfield, after which he transferred to Liverpool, for whom his debut was a 5-0 loss away to Manchester City.


20.Luke Shaw, born in Kingston upon Thames, Greater London; and Raheem Sterling, born in Kingston, Jamaica.


21.Barnsley. They drew 0-0 three times with Bradford City in the quarter-finals before winning a third replay 3-2; in the semi-finals they beat Swindon Town 1-0 in a replay after a goalless draw; and in the final they drew 0-0 with West Bromwich Albion before winning a replay 1-0. They also drew 0-0 with Birmingham in the first round before winning a replay, and that season recorded seven goalless draws in the League.


22.Edwin van der Sar. His Manchester United team beat Gamba Osaka 5-3 in the Club World Cup but the Dutchman did not concede in any of his other seventeen appearances for the club between early November and early March.


23.Because there was an odd number of teams in the division, twenty-one, so in each round of fixtures one team was inactive. It had been decided to reduce the number of clubs from twenty-two to twenty, but to do so in two steps: there were twenty-two in 1986–87, twenty-one in 1987–88 and twenty in 1988–89.


24.Mervyn Day and Alan Knight. In each case Knight was playing for Portsmouth; Day was appearing for Leyton Orient (then known as just Orient) and Leeds United.


25.They were brothers. On 18 April Tommy English hit a hat-trick against Preston North End; on 22 April Tony English scored three against Peterborough United; and on 26 April both brothers were sent off against Crewe Alexandra. Colchester won those three matches, all of them in the fourth tier.









QUIZ NUMBER THREE


1.Which manager, in charge of a Premier League team as of the start of 2021, is eight years older than the man who was appointed to that job in 1984?


2.Which English club won a European Cup quarter-final in 1964–65 on the toss of a coin, sixteen years before Money helped them win a European Cup semi-final?


3.The biggest two victories in the top flight between 1990 and 2020 both featured a 9-0 scoreline. Which father and son were playing in goal for the two winning teams?


4.Which club did Graham Turner lead to promotion in the 1970s and 2010s?


5.Who, in October 1970, lost 6-1 in what remains their last away game in European club competition, but, in April 2005, won 6-2 in their last ever match at their home of 106 years?


6.Which nation recorded their biggest World Cup victory (9-0 in 1974) and biggest World Cup defeat (6-0 in 2006) in the same German city?


7.No club with their initial letter in the second half of the alphabet have won the League title since the 1970s. Which was the last to do so?


8.In the 2001–02 seasons the champions of the fourth tier and the Conference (the top level of non-League) were both known as the Pilgrims. Can you name those clubs?


9.Which team won the last FA Cup third replay in 1991 and also the last FA Cup fourth replay in 1979 (excluding qualifying rounds)?


10.Which team were pipped to the League title on the day they played at the Stadium of Light – six seasons after they were eliminated from the Champions League at another Stadium of Light?


11.In connection to a non-sporting occasion, what did Manchester United, Arsenal and Wolverhampton Wanderers do on 12 December, 2019 which no other top-flight club had done since Chelsea on 31 March, 1966?


12.What is unusual about this XI that Manchester City could have fielded in the 2018–19 season (they all played for the club in that campaign, though not all at the same time): Ederson – Zinchenko, Laporte, Mendy, Delph – Poveda, Foden, D Silva – Mahrez, B Silva, Sané?


13.What was notable about the timing of the two top-flight fixtures between Luton Town and Nottingham Forest in the 1987–88 season?


14.What did Manchester United achieve in Sir Alex Ferguson’s last game as manager in May 2013 and also in Ole Gunnar Solskjær’s first match in charge in December 2018 but never in between those matches?


15.England’s match against which team in 2020 brought them the following three firsts: their first win via a stoppage-time penalty, their first goal having had a player sent off and their closest win to the North Pole?


16.What did Dave Barnett and Ben Barnett do in 1993–94 that Arthur Blackburn and Fred Blackburn did in 1901–02?


17.What was strange about the Premier League match on 2 March, 2013 between Southampton, managed by Mauricio Pochettino, and Queens Park Rangers, guided by Harry Redknapp – on average there should be only one such match in the top flight every 351 years?


18.Which team won the Cup Winners’ Cup in 1971–72 despite having lost a penalty shoot-out in that tournament, whereas they failed to win their domestic cup back in 1879 despite contesting and not losing the final?


19.What happened twice in the Premier League on Boxing Day 2010, and seven times in that division on the previous weekend, yet did not happen again over the next ten years?


20.What other significant roles did Bolivia’s Ulises Saucedo and Romania’s Costel Rădulescu fill at the first World Cup in 1930 aside from coaching their national teams at the tournament?


21.Which is the only season where two top-division teams have won two leading trophies each (League; FA Cup; League Cup; European Cup/Champions League; Cup Winners’ Cup; Fairs Cup/UEFA Cup/Europa League)?


22.Which former England manager won 8-0 in his first home match in charge of his new club in 1999, and which ex-England manager lost 8-1 in his final game of a managerial spell in 2008?


23.Which English club fielded Babbel and Babel in the first decade of this century?


24.Which north-west team suffered three 10-0 defeats within the final seven away matches they ever played in the League?


25.What links the scorers of the winning goal in these two matches: the 1936 Olympic men’s football final and the 1970 Intercontinental Cup match?


QUIZ NUMBER THREE ANSWERS


1.Roy Hodgson. He was born in 1947, so was managing Palace aged seventy-three; Steve Coppell, who was born in 1955, became Palace manager aged twenty-eight in 1984.


2.Liverpool. In 1964–65, facing Cologne, they drew 0-0 twice and then 2-2 in a replay but won on a coin toss, which, at the time, was the method of separating teams if they were level on aggregate. In 1980–81 Liverpool beat Bayern Munich in the semi-finals on the away goals rule after a 1-1 draw away in the second leg, when Richard Money played for them in defence.


3.Peter and Kasper Schmeichel. In March 1995 Peter Schmeichel’s Manchester United won 9-0 at home to Ipswich Town; in October 2019 Kasper Schmeichel’s Leicester City won 9-0 away to Southampton.


4.Shrewsbury Town. Having taken charge of the club in November 1978 he took them to promotion from the third tier that season. Then, having been away from the club from 1984 to 2010, he led them to promotion from the fourth tier in 2011–12.


5.Coventry City. They lost 6-1 to Bayern Munich in the first leg of their Inter-Cities Fairs Cup tie before an eventual 7-3 aggregate defeat, and they beat Derby County 6-2 in the last game at Highfield Road. The following season Coventry beat Derby 6-1 at their new Ricoh Arena.


6.Yugoslavia/Serbia and Montenegro, in Gelsenkirchen (FIFA considers Serbia and Montenegro to have been the successor to Yugoslavia). Yugoslavia beat Zaire 9-0 in 1974; Serbia and Montenegro lost to Argentina 6-0 in 2006. Both matches were in the group phase.


7.Nottingham Forest, in 1978. Since then only clubs with their initial letters in the first half of the alphabet have become champions: Arsenal, Aston Villa, Blackburn Rovers, Chelsea, Everton, Leeds United, Leicester City, Liverpool, Manchester City and Manchester United.


8.Plymouth Argyle and Boston United. Plymouth were promoted from the fourth tier; Boston were promoted into the fourth tier.


9.Arsenal. In the fourth round in 1991 they recorded the following results: Arsenal 0, Leeds United 0; Leeds 1, Arsenal 1; Arsenal 0, Leeds 0; Leeds 1, Arsenal 2. In the third round in 1979 Arsenal’s results were as follows: Sheffield Wednesday 1, Arsenal 1; Arsenal 1, Sheff Wed 1; Sheff Wed 2, Arsenal 2 (Filbert Street); Arsenal 3, Sheff Wed 3 (Filbert Street); Arsenal 2, Sheff Wed 0 (Filbert Street).


10.Manchester United. On the last day of the 2011–12 season they defeated Sunderland at the Stadium of Light but Manchester City beat them to the League title on goal difference with victory over Queens Park Rangers via two stoppage-time goals. In December 2005 United were knocked out of the Champions League on the last day of the group campaign by a 2-1 defeat to Benfica at the Estádio da Luz (Stadium of Light) in Lisbon.


11.They played on a day on which a general election was held in the United Kingdom. The three clubs all appeared in the Europa League on that Thursday night in 2019. Chelsea won an FA Cup quarter-final replay against Hull City on that date in 1966.


12.All of the XI are left-footed. They were picked in that season by the right-footed Pep Guardiola.


13.Those two fixtures remained to be played after all other top-flight matches had taken place that season. The two games eventually took place on the Friday and Sunday either side of the FA Cup final on the Saturday, and both finished 1-1.


14.They scored five goals in a domestic match. In Ferguson’s last game Manchester United drew 5-5 away to West Bromwich Albion in the Premier League, and in Solskjær’s first match as manager United won 5-1 away to Cardiff City in the same competition. Between those games United never scored more than four times in the League or in any domestic cup.


15.Iceland. England won a Nations League game 1-0 in Reykjavik, which is 64 degrees north of the equator. Their goal came through a ninety-first-minute penalty taken by Raheem Sterling after Kyle Walker had been sent off.


16.They played in the same season for a club that matched the sound of their surname. Dave Barnett and Ben Barnett played for Barnet; Arthur Blackburn and Fred Blackburn, who were brothers, played for Blackburn Rovers.


17.It was the birthday of both managers. For any random match, the chance of it being played on the birthday of one manager is one in 365.2425 (adjusted from 365 to account for leap years), so the chance of it being both managers’ birthdays is one in the square of 365.2425. Divide that number (133,402) by 380 (the number of Premier League games per season) and you get 351 – so one such match every 351 years.


18.Rangers. They lost a penalty shoot-out to Sporting Lisbon in the Cup Winners’ Cup second round in 1971–72 but the referee then realised he had misapplied the rules – Rangers had already won the tie on the away goals rule. In 1879, after drawing the Scottish Cup final 1-1 with Vale of Leven, Rangers refused to take part in a replay in protest at a disallowed goal, so the trophy was awarded to their opponents.


19.Matches were postponed because of ice or snow. The only weather-related postponements in that ten-year period occurred because of high winds or a waterlogged pitch.


20.They also officiated at matches. Saucedo refereed Argentina’s game against Mexico, for which Rădulescu was a linesman, while Saucedo was a linesman in the final between Uruguay and Argentina.


21.1997–98. Arsenal won the League and FA Cup, while Chelsea won the League Cup and the Cup Winners’ Cup.


22.Bobby Robson and Sven-Göran Eriksson. Robson’s Newcastle United beat Sheffield Wednesday 8-0 in September 1999; Sven-Göran Eriksson’s Manchester City lost 8-1 to Middlesbrough on the final day of the 2007–08 season.


23.Liverpool. Markus Babbel, the Germany defender, played for Liverpool between 2000 and 2003, while Ryan Babel, the Dutch winger, appeared for the club between 2007 and 2011.


24.Darwen. In the second tier in 1898–99 they conceded double-figure tallies away to Manchester City, Walsall and Loughborough. They were relegated out of the League that season and never returned.


25.Both players wore glasses during matches. Annibale Frossi scored both of Italy’s goals in their 2-1 win over Austria in the 1936 Olympic final; Joop van Daele hit the decisive goal for Feyenoord against Estudiantes in the Intercontinental Cup in 1970. During the celebrations for that goal his glasses were ripped off his face by an angry opponent and broken!









QUIZ NUMBER FOUR


1.In the FA Cup and Scottish Cup in the 1984–85 season one team scored seven goals in a match at Anfield and another scored twenty goals in a match at Annfield. Which teams?


2.Which club has beaten teams nicknamed the Eagles in a European Cup final and two FA Cup finals?


3.Which English club did the following players all subsequently manage: the player who won a penalty for Liverpool in their victory in the 1977 European Cup final; the scorer of the winning goal for Hamburg in the 1983 final; and the scorer of two goals for the triumphant Borussia Dortmund team in the 1997 final?


4.Which uncle and nephew, who both played for West Ham United, received a total of three red cards at World Cups: the uncle in 1994 and 1998 and the nephew in 2014?


5.Cardiff City and Burnley met in the fourth tier in 1991–92 and in the top flight in 2018–19. Which pair of teams – one based in the north-west and the other in the Midlands – did the opposite of that, facing each other in the top flight in 1991–92 but in the fourth tier in 2018–19?


6.From 1969–70 to 2017–18, one club were League champions three times but had no players named FWA Footballer of the Year, while another club never won the League title in that period yet had seven players win that award. Can you name those clubs?


7.Ron Saunders did it in 1985–86 and Billy McNeill did it the following season, but it has never been done apart from then. Which unfortunate top-flight managerial feat did the pair record?


8.In 1987 Arsenal recorded four 2-1 wins away to which club?


9.Austria have played more than one-sixth of the 791 games in their history against which nation, as of the start of 2021?


10.Which Champions League hat-trick scorer for Blackburn Rovers in 1995 shares his name with the director of the film Four Weddings and a Funeral, which was released a year earlier?


11.Which Scottish brothers managed their teams to the European Cup semi-finals two years apart in the 1960s?


12.In terms of the English League title, what is the related claim to fame of the north-west town of Ellesmere Port and the north-east village of Hetton-le-Hole?


13.In October 2018 Southampton faced Brooks, Cook and Cook when they met Bournemouth, but in May 1984 which London club were Southampton playing when they came up against Brooke, Cooke, Crook and Crooks in another top-division match?


14.In which year did one orange-shirted team reach their first World Cup final since the 1970s while another team in orange (officially tangerine) shirts returned to the top flight for the first time since the 1970s?


15.In 1983 Colin Walsh, then of Nottingham Forest, scored the first English League goal live on television in the UK for twenty-three years. Then, in 1992, he supplied the first goal at which London ground on the emotional day it re-opened after being shut for seven years?


16.The season in which the extent of FA Cup ties was first limited (by introducing penalty shoot-outs when scores were still level after one replay) was also the only season since 1920 when the number of top-flight games was increased from the previous campaign. Which season?


17.The seven English club grounds used to host matches at the 1996 European Championship were all home to Premier League clubs at the time, but which three of those stadiums staged third-tier football at some point in the next twelve seasons?


18.Which club had two goalkeepers score for them just over a year apart in 1999 and 2000, the first one ensuring that they stayed in the League?


19.Which player was booked for a foul in the first five seconds when playing for Sheffield United in 1991 and then repeated this dubious feat when playing against Sheffield United in 1992?


20.Which two teams played in the first match featured in the BBC’s new Match of the Day television programme in 1964, and were also facing each other in 1972 when Jimmy Hill, a future presenter of the programme, stepped out of the crowd to become linesman when the man with the flag suffered a knee injury?


21.Which Iceland forward played briefly for Tottenham Hotspur in 2010 – twenty-six years after his father’s penalty failure for Anderlecht in a shoot-out at White Hart Lane clinched a UEFA Cup final triumph for Tottenham?


22.Two players with football-related surnames, David Cross and David Corner, appeared for which clubs in major English domestic cup finals in the 1980s?


23.Which goalkeeper has appeared in about 0.5 per cent of the League games ever played?


24.What was strange about Sheffield United’s record when they were relegated to the fourth tier in 1980–81 and the record of fellow Yorkshire club Huddersfield Town when they were promoted to the top flight in 2016–17?


25.In both February 2009 and June 2010 ITV mistakenly cut away to an advert for around thirty seconds each time while televising a match live in the UK. By a remarkable coincidence a momentous goal was scored both times. Can you name the teams whose goals were missed?


QUIZ NUMBER FOUR ANSWERS


1.Liverpool and Stirling Albion. Liverpool beat York City 7-0 in an FA Cup fifth-round replay; Stirling Albion, whose home ground then was Annfield, beat Selkirk 20-0 in a Scottish Cup first-round game.


2.Manchester United. They beat Benfica in the 1968 European Cup final and Crystal Palace in the 1990 and 2016 FA Cup finals.


3.Fulham. They were, in the order mentioned, Kevin Keegan, Felix Magath and Karl-Heinz Riedle – Riedle was a caretaker manager.


4.Rigobert Song and Alex Song, who appeared for Cameroon. Rigobert was dismissed against Brazil in 1994 and against Chile in 1998; Alex was sent off against Croatia in 2014.


5.Oldham Athletic and Notts County. Worse followed for Notts County – at the end of the 2018–19 season they were relegated out of the League.


6.Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspur. City won the League in 2011–12, 2013–14 and 2017–18. Tottenham, despite failing to win the title, had the following players honoured by the Football Writers’ Association: Pat Jennings (1972–73), Steve Perryman (1981–82), Clive Allen (1986–87), Gary Lineker (1991–92), Jürgen Klinsmann (1994–95), David Ginola (1998–99) and Gareth Bale (2012–13).


7.They each helped to relegate two clubs from the top division in the same season. In 1985–86 Saunders was Birmingham City manager up to January and in charge of West Bromwich Albion from February onwards, and both went down; in 1986–87 McNeill switched from Manchester City to Aston Villa in September during a campaign when they both suffered the drop.


8.Tottenham Hotspur. They won by that score at White Hart Lane in the League in different seasons – in January and October – and also inflicted 2-1 defeats on Spurs there in the second leg of a League Cup semi-final and a subsequent replay of that tie. In the last three of those matches Arsenal had to come from behind to win.


9.Hungary. Austria have played Hungary in 137 of those 791 matches. Austria faced their eastern neighbours regularly early in the twentieth century – fifty-seven of their first one hundred matches were played against those opponents.


10.Mike Newell. The striker scored three times in the space of ten minutes in the 4-1 home win over Rosenborg.


11.Bob Shankly and Bill Shankly. Bob Shankly guided Dundee to the European Cup semi-finals in 1962–63, where they lost to AC Milan. In 1964–65 Bill Shankly led Liverpool to the semi-finals, where they were beaten by Inter Milan.


12.They each provided two post-war, title-winning managers. Joe Mercer (Manchester City, champions in 1968) and Stan Cullis (Wolverhampton Wanderers: 1954, 1958 and 1959) were born in Ellesmere Port; Harry Potts (Burnley: 1960) and Bob Paisley (Liverpool: 1976, 1977, 1979, 1980, 1982 and 1983) were born in Hetton-le-Hole.


13.Tottenham Hotspur. The players were Garry Brooke, Richard Cooke, Ian Crook and Garth Crooks. Bournemouth’s trio were David Brooks, Steve Cook and Lewis Cook.


14.2010. In that year the Netherlands made their first World Cup final appearance since 1978, while Blackpool reached the top division for the first time since 1971.


15.The Valley, home of Charlton Athletic. Charlton, who, while away from the Valley, had played home games at Crystal Palace’s Selhurst Park and West Ham United’s Upton Park, beat Portsmouth 1-0 on their return to their old home in December 1992. In October 1983 Walsh had scored the opening goal of the game for Nottingham Forest away to Tottenham Hotspur, who hit back to win 2-1 in the first League match televised live in the UK since 1960. Both of Walsh’s historic goals were scored in the opening ten minutes.


16.1991–92. In that season the number of matches each team played in the top flight increased from thirty-eight to forty-two, although that was reduced again to the present thirty-eight games in 1995–96.


17.Hillsborough, home of Sheffield Wednesday; the City Ground, home of Nottingham Forest; and Elland Road, home of Leeds United. Wednesday were relegated to the third tier in 2003, Forest dropped to that level in 2005 and Leeds sank to that division in 2007.


18.Carlisle United. In 1999 Jimmy Glass scored for them at a late corner against Plymouth Argyle, a goal in the final moments on the last day of the season that saved them from relegation out of the League. In 2000 Peter Keen scored with a clearance out of his hands against Blackpool.


19.Vinnie Jones. In the first match, playing for Sheffield United away to Manchester City in the top flight in January 1991, Jones was sent off in the second half of a 2-0 defeat. In the second match his Chelsea team won 1-0 at home to Sheffield United in the FA Cup in February 1992.


20.Liverpool and Arsenal. Liverpool won 3-2 at Anfield in 1964 and drew 0-0 at Highbury in 1972, when Jimmy Hill replaced the injured linesman Denis Drewitt in the fourteenth minute. Hill, head of ITV Sport, took over as the presenter of Match of the Day the following year.


21.Eiður Guðjohnsen, His father, Arnor Guðjohnsen, took the tenth and final spot kick of the shoot-out and saw his effort saved by Tony Parks.


22.West Ham United and Sunderland. Cross played for West Ham in the 1980 FA Cup final against Arsenal, and Corner appeared for Sunderland in the 1985 League Cup final against Norwich City.


23.Peter Shilton. The England goalkeeper played in a record 1,005 League games, including more than one hundred each for Leicester City, Stoke City, Nottingham Forest, Southampton and Derby County. The total number of League matches played since the start of League football in 1888 passed the 200,000 mark in October 2020.


24.Sheffield United were relegated with a positive goal difference and Huddersfield promoted with a negative goal difference. The Sheffield club’s goal difference was plus-two, while Huddersfield’s goal difference was minus-two – and the latter remained minus-two even including the play-offs, in which they drew all their three matches and advanced via two penalty shoot-outs.


25.Everton, in 2009, and England, in 2010. Everton’s goal was the winner late in extra time of an FA Cup replay against Liverpool; England’s goal against the United States was their first of the 2010 World Cup, a fourth-minute effort by Steven Gerrard.









QUIZ NUMBER FIVE


1.Which player opened the scoring in the eighteenth minute of the 2018 League Cup final and in the twentieth minute of the 2020 League Cup final?


2.Brazil have played in the only two World Cup matches between nations located on the equator, one in 1974 and the other in 2014. Who were their opponents?


3.Which player helped Liverpool win the League and European Cup in 1977 but later in the same year suffered a 6-0 defeat away to Liverpool with his new club?


4.England lost 4-1 to England in May 1980. Can you explain this statement?


5.Which club played in three League Cup finals in the 1970s – while they were in three different divisions?


6.In autumn 1984 which top-division team drew a League match having trailed by four goals at half time and then, just forty-six days later, were eliminated from the UEFA Cup despite leading in a tie by four goals after the first leg?


7.Which Englishman made seventy-four times as many appearances in the fourth tier as in the top flight (and never played club football outside England) yet played four times for his country at the World Cup?


8.In each of the 2001 and 2020 FA Cup finals a player helped his team recover from 1-0 down to win 2-1 by scoring with his right foot and then his left foot, marking the second of those with a celebratory somersault. Can you name the two players?


9.Which player recorded top-four League finishes with four different clubs within nine seasons: at Nottingham Forest in 1983–84, Arsenal in 1986–87, Manchester United in 1987– 88 and Sheffield Wednesday in 1991–92?


10.On which British ground did Diego Maradona score his first goal for Argentina in 1979 and also oversee his first match as their manager in 2008?


11.What did Frank Watt, Newcastle United’s first manager, achieve for the club that none of their thirty-one subsequent managers have been able to emulate?


12.In 2004 which future long-term Sky Sports pundit was sent off for head-butting a future long-term BT Sport co-commentator?


13.Which player recorded four firsts on his England debut in 2018: the first born in the 2000s to play for England; the first England player to have this first name; the first with his surname; and the first from his club to play for England?


14.Which club fielded Moussa Dembélé in the Premier League in 2013, one year after Mousa Dembélé had left the club?


15.From the First World War to 2020–21 at least one of a trio of north-eastern men has been involved in League football in every single season, whether as player or manager. Jimmy Seed was active from 1919–20 (the first season after the First World War) until 1958–59 and Bob Stokoe was active from 1950–51 to 1986–87. Who is the third man who completes this chain, having been a player or manager in every League season from 1979–80 until now?
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