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Devil’s Garden Trail, Arches National Park
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Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde National Park
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Introduction


In the vast expanse of the American Southwest lies a landscape that defies comprehension—a realm of sculpted stone, labyrinthine canyons, and an ever-changing palette of colors that dance with the shifting sunlight. Here, in the heart of canyon country, nature reveals itself in its most striking and mesmerizing forms. It’s a place where every step tells a story, where the whispers of ancient civilizations echo through the wind, and where the raw beauty of the Earth is on full display.


Southwest Canyon Country’s Best Nature Walks invites you to embark on a journey through this enchanting realm, offering a curated selection of short nature hikes that reveal the splendor and secrets of the American Southwest. From the towering cliffs of Zion to the cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde, each trail beckons with the promise of adventure and discovery.


But these are not the epic treks of seasoned adventurers or the grueling expeditions of intrepid explorers. Instead, these are gentle strolls—brief excursions that can be enjoyed by families, solo travelers, and nature enthusiasts of all ages and abilities. Whether you’re seeking a peaceful retreat into the wilderness or simply craving a breath of fresh air, Southwest Canyon Country’s Best Nature Walks has something for everyone.
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The Painted Wall, Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park






Within these pages, you’ll find detailed descriptions of each hike, complete with difficulty ratings and insider tips to enhance your experience. But this is more than just a guidebook—it’s a celebration of the profound connection between humanity and the natural world. It’s a reminder that, even in our modern age of technology and urban sprawl, there are still places where the wild spirit of the Earth reigns supreme. It’s an invitation to slow down, to breathe deeply, and to savor the simple pleasures of a leisurely walk in the great outdoors. So lace up your boots, pack a water bottle and a camera, and prepare to embark on an unforgettable odyssey through the canyon country of the American Southwest.










Utah
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Arches National Park Park Avenue








	Explore this wide desert valley between 600-foot-tall Entrada sandstone monoliths


	
Difficulty


Easy








	
Location


Courthouse Towers, southwest Arches



	
Length


2 miles








	
Wheelchair accessible


Partially, the first 250 feet to viewpoint



	
Pets allowed


No
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Looking out from the Park Avenue Viewpoint provides a good overview of the geological forces at work at Arches National Park.






Take a stroll down Park Avenue—Arches style! Here, instead of tall buildings lining an urban midtown motorway, you’ll experience a 2-mile out-and-back hiking trail featuring a wide range of desert flora and flanked by massive 600-plus-foot-tall Entrada sandstone cliffs capped with jagged tops.


To get there from the Arches National Park Entrance Station (5 miles north of Moab, Utah), drive 2.3 miles on Arches National Park Road to the well-marked Park Avenue parking area on the left (north) side of the road. If all the spots are full, wait a few minutes as most visitors just check out the overlook and then drive on.


Park and make your way on foot north on the paved path for another 250 feet to the Park Avenue Viewpoint. Looking down into the valley between monolithic rock walls that slightly resemble the New York City skyline, it’s easy to see why early white settlers named this spot after Manhattan’s Park Avenue, the posh New York City thoroughfare lined with similarly monolithic but man-made buildings and mansions.


Utah’s Park Avenue is the first major rock formation most of us will see upon visiting Arches, given its proximity to the park entrance. And the view here provides a great introduction to how the unique rock formations of Arches came to be.


Four Jurassic-period strata make up the different iconic rock formations found in today’s national park. The oldest, Navajo sandstone, was deposited some 200 million years ago as a massive dune field, stretching 7 miles northeast from around the modern-day location of the park visitor center and terminating beyond the Windows arches. You are actually walking right on this oldest stratum as you traverse the lower stretches of the trail through Park Avenue as it gets closer to Courthouse Towers.


[image: Image]

Western aster lends a pop of color to Park Avenue’s otherwise red rock and green landscape.






Then, approximately 160 million years ago, ancient tidal flats from what was then an ocean shoreline covered the region here in sediment that over time lithified (or turned to rock) into what geologists now call the Dewey Bridge Member. These days you can see the Dewey Bridge stratum, with its chocolate- brown and wavy-lined appearance due to irregular erosion patterns, underneath just about every major rock formation and arch within the national park. Indeed, this muddy sandstone layer erodes much more quickly than the Entrada sandstone that sits on it, sometimes leading to top-heavy “mushroom” rocks, like at nearby Balanced Rock.


[image: Image]

Dwarf lupine can tolerate the poor desert soils of southeastern Utah.






Cut to 140 million years ago, and the “slickrock” Entrada sandstone entered the scene as coastal dunes that eventually lithified into the stratum that these days plays host to just about all of the iconic formations of Arches National Park. This rock layer is prone to vertical fracturing and joint weathering—when water seeps into fractures, dissolving the calcite cement bonding the sandstone together. Look for the rounded slabs of rock missing from the walls of the various skyscrapers of Park Avenue to see future arches already starting to form.


[image: Image]

Lichens—like these Acarosporaceae— are dual life-forms consisting of an algae and a fungus working together so both species’ needs are met.






Keep walking as the trail beyond the viewpoint turns to dirt and commences down a series of stairsteps that trailmakers constructed into the hillside to help hikers down the steepest part of the hike. You’ll lose about 100 feet in elevation just over 0.1 mile.
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A common side-blotched lizard tries to sneak up a rock face.
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Eaton’s penstemon






At the bottom of the stairsteps, the trail becomes more suggested than well-defined. Occasional rock cairns help guide you along, as well as others’ footsteps in the sand at low spots in the rocky substrate you are now hiking across. Pick your way forward, staying in the middle of the “avenue,” and you won’t get lost. Swirly patterns in the slickrock sandstone on the canyon floor here show where different layers of sand and sediment were sculpted by ancient floodwater inundations and other erosional assaults.


While plants are few and far between here in the desert, an occasional Utah juniper tree grows twisty and stunted. Although these trees aren’t much taller than a human, some of them are upwards of 600 years old. They are able to survive by sending down a deep taproot that can access underground aquifers deeper than neighboring plants can reach. A host of other lower growing plants—desert prince’s plume, blackbrush, common peppergrass, yellow rabbitbrush, green ephedra, Harriman’s yucca, and Sonoran scrub oak, among others—dot the otherwise red rock landscape in green. Meanwhile, dozens of wildflower species—dwarf lupine, rough mule’s ears, stemless four-nerved daisy, Eaton’s penstemon, Utah daisy, and desert paintbrush, to name a few—bloom in spring and summer.


Regarding wildlife, desert animals tend to be crepuscular— they come out at the edges of the day and/or at night when temperatures aren’t as high and the sand isn’t as hot. One such nocturnal forager here that’s uniquely adapted to life in the desert is the kangaroo rat, one of nineteen rodent species calling Arches home. These small, long-tailed mouse lookalikes—named for the way they hop around using just their two hind legs like kangaroos—consume only plant matter, deriving all the water they need to survive from the seeds, beans, and nuts they eat. They can store dozens of seeds at once in their fur-lined cheek pouches while transporting them to favorite caching spots.


[image: Image]

Look for interesting wave patterns in the Navajo sandstone you are hiking across at Park Avenue. These patterns were created by overlapping sediment deposits some 200 million years ago.
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An opportunistic blackbrush plant grows out of a small crack in the sandstone.






Meanwhile, mule deer, porcupines, red foxes, coyotes, mountain lions, skunks, ringtails, and bobcats also tend to follow a crepuscular regimen. While you are less than likely to see any of these animals unless you are camping in the park and you get lucky, chances are good you will see or hear one or more bird species.


Ravens, which are closely related to crows, make themselves at home here, while songbirds like the house finch and evening grosbeak are also quite common. Raptors of all kinds also like it around here, given all the great perching spots. To wit, peregrine falcons can sometimes be seen patrolling the skies above Park Avenue in search of their favorite food, songbirds. Arguably the fastest animal on the planet, a peregrine can reach speeds of 240 miles per hour when diving to knock out another bird it’s targeted as prey. It then scoops up the dead bird and eats it.


These speedy raptors can be found on six continents, but they are a lot less common than they used to be before the widespread application of the synthetic pesticide DDT from the late 1940s until the 1970s. Populations of peregrine falcons, bald eagles, and lots of other birds declined rapidly. It wasn’t until Rachel Carson sounded the alarm about DDT in her 1962 book Silent Spring that activists and government agencies started working in concert to eliminate this major threat to wildlife and ecosystems. The eventual banning of DDT and endangered species protection helped bring peregrines back from the brink of extinction. The bird was removed from the U.S. endangered species list in 1999, but is still considered endangered by the state of Utah.


After a mile, you’ll get to the end of the “avenue” where the skyscrapers no longer stand. Courthouse Towers, another monolithic cliff face, is to your right about 700 feet away, while the triple-headed formation called the Three Gossips is approximately 900 feet due west. You’ll be at the low point of the hike, 300 feet in elevation below the trailhead. (If the trail dumps you out onto the Park Road, you’ve gone too far.)


Take a drink, eat a snack, and turn around, following the Navajo sandstone “trail” back the way you came. Enjoy the opposite perspective on the skyscraper formations alongside Park Avenue as you hike back, with later light hitting the rocks at different angles than when you came down earlier. You may even see some wildflowers and rock patterns along the trail that you missed on the way in.


Now that you’ve seen Park Avenue and have a bit of understanding about what makes Arches tick geologically and ecologically, it’s time to move deeper into the national park and see some of the other interesting ways Mother Nature has sculpted out this red rock sandstone domain.


[image: Image]

Hikers at the end of the Park Avenue Trail get great views of the Three Gossips and Courthouse Towers.














Arches National Park The Windows and Double Arch








	One short hike plus five arches equals wow!


	
Difficulty


Easy








	
Location


The Windows, southeastern Arches



	
Length


1.8 miles








	
Wheelchair-accessible


Partially, with paved path to Double Arch Trail, but sandy at end



	
Pets allowed


No











[image: Image]

The Windows section of Arches is backed up by the snow-capped peaks of the La Sal Mountains.






While some of the arches here at Arches National Park can be seen from behind the windshield, there’s nothing like getting out on foot and exploring them up close in the context of the local landscape and ecosystem. Perhaps nowhere in the park is this easier to accomplish than at the Windows, where you can visit Turret Arch, the North and South Windows, the Parade of Elephants, and the tallest arch in the park, Double Arch, in less than an hour over the course of an easy 1.8-mile loop hike.


To get there from the Arches National Park Entrance Station (5 miles north of the city of Moab, Utah), drive 9.2 miles on Arches National Park Road and then turn right (just past Balanced Rock) onto the Windows Road, which dead-ends at a circular parking area 2.5 miles to the east. Park at the Windows Section parking area—the first one you’ll come to on the one-way parking loop—and look for the well-marked trailhead for the Windows.


[image: Image]

Balanced Rock, seen here with a starvation prickly pear cactus bloom in the foreground, is near the junction to the turnoff for the Windows Section.






Follow the paved trail for about a quarter mile and take the spur trail off to the right for 0.1 mile as it climbs up underneath the dramatic 65-foot-high span of Turret Arch, which is in turn dwarfed by a much larger turret- shaped rock tower right next to it that may erode out into another Balanced Rock at some point in the future. Several smaller “mushroom rock” turrets are on the opposite side of the arch emanating from the same Entrada sandstone base.


[image: Image]

Twolobe larkspur guides the way up to Turret Arch and its surrounding towers.






Blackbrush, a low-lying twiggy perennial shrub adapted to life with little water, dominates the floral realm around here. This aromatic dark green shrub with short, rigid branches that taper to a sharp point likes to prevail over the landscape where it can, usually in stretches of sandy, well-drained soil like here around Turret Arch and throughout Arches National Park. This tough cookie of a plant only produces fruit and seeds in abundant precipitation years, and generally goes dormant every summer, when temperatures here frequently top 95°F. Small mammals and birds consume the plant’s seeds. In winter when the pickings are thin, mule deer and bighorn sheep browse blackbrush’s little leaves and nibble on its branches to eke out what nutrition they can.


Of course, other plants pick their spots between the seemingly ubiquitous blackbrush. There seems to be at least one Utah juniper tree, living or dead, in every picture taken at and around Arches. Just because these twisted- trunk trees don’t get much taller than you and me doesn’t mean they are short-lived. In fact, many of them live past their 600th birthdays. Once they do die, their reaching, contorted trunks often remain in place for decades if not longer, becoming permanent fixtures in the desert landscape and providing habitat for all kinds of rodents, reptiles, and insects. Twolobe larkspur, narrowleaf yucca, bottlebrush squirreltail, bitterbrush, blue grama, big sagebrush, lobeleaf grounsel, Gambel oak, and desert globemallow are among the other usual suspects filling in various gaps on the sandy desert floor.


[image: Image]

Starvation prickly pear cacti send out colorful blooms in spring.






After you’ve explored around and underneath Turret Arch, hike back down the 0.1-mile spur trail and continue on the loop toward the Windows, which you’ll see directly ahead of you. In another 0.1 mile go left at the fork and follow the trail right up to North Window Arch, which is 93 feet wide by 51 feet tall. You can venture off the pavement and explore within and underneath the arch itself, from where you’ll have great views back toward Turret Arch and the surrounding desert landscape. Chances are good you won’t get the North Window to yourself; it’s one of the most visited arches in the park and can feel a little crowded at times.


When you’ve had your fill of this pleasant midarch North Window perch, retrace your steps back to the previous trail junction and head south past the band of rock called the Nose Bridge—it looks like a nose between the two “eyes” of the Windows arches—for another 0.1 mile to a viewpoint of the South Window, where the paved trail ends. Here you can go off the pavement as well and explore underneath the arch, although it is more difficult to access than its neighboring arch to the north. Measuring 105 feet wide by 65 feet high, South Window is the third largest arch in the park.


[image: Image]

Hikers in South Window Arch
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The Entrada sandstone rock named Nose Bridge separates the North Window and South Window arches.






While you could turn around here and head back to your car via the paved trail you just traversed, a better idea for those unfazed by a little off-pavement terrain is to complete the loop via the “primitive trail” that runs around the south end of the Windows fin and then circles north with views into the less-visited east side of the formation. In the early morning this side of the Windows is often lit up in low- angled golden light. Although the trail is primitive, just about anyone can handle it. Best of all, you’ll leave the crowds behind on the west side of the formation. Pinyon pines, Utah junipers, greasewood, and green ephedra vie for desert floor real estate. To the south and east, canyons cut by the Colorado River and Salt Creek winnow through a tormented landscape. Looking southeast, you can’t miss the craggy, snow-capped La Sal Mountains, with a dozen of the peaks topping 12,000 feet in elevation, just 20 miles away.


[image: Image]

Pale evening primrose are just a few of the wildflower blooms adorning the desert in springtime around the Windows Section of Arches National Park.
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Desert paintbrush are just a few of the wildflower blooms adorning the desert in springtime around the Windows Section of Arches National Park.
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Prairie sunflower are just a few of the wildflower blooms adorning the desert in springtime around the Windows Section of Arches National Park.
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Twolobe larkspur are just a few of the wildflower blooms adorning the desert in springtime around the Windows Section of Arches National Park.






The primitive trail winds around the northern edge of the Windows fin, curving west after another half a mile of walking. Keep hiking over a sandstone bench—where you’ll cross the fin—and within another 0.2 mile you’ll be back at the parking lot.


But that’s not all! You may as well continue on foot to check out the Parade of Elephants, an Entrada sandstone sculptural element carved by Mother Nature herself, and Double Arch, the tallest arch in the park and a feat of prehistoric erosional architecture; they are only a short 0.3-mile walk from here. Make your way across the middle of the parking loop via the Windows Connector Trail to the north side, where you will pick up the well-marked Double Arch Trail.


The trail to Double Arch is paved for the first 0.2 mile as it passes the Parade of Elephants, a series of overlapping Entrada sandstone cliffs that look like (you guessed it) a group of elephants on the savannah. Peer into the sandstone cliffs of this parade to find a small arch deep within.


Keep moving and in another 0.1 mile you’ll be at Double Arch, which looks a little like a giant gyroscope embedded in red rock sandstone. The two overlapping arches that make up Double Arch share the same foundation stone. This formation is an excellent example of a “pothole” arch, formed when water collects in a natural depression and then chemical weathering from the buildup of calcium carbonate cuts through to form an opening. The trail, now sand and dirt, passes directly underneath the bigger of the two, which measures 144 feet wide by 112 feet tall. These dimensions qualify Double Arch as the tallest and the third widest or longest in the park.


[image: Image]

The orange blooms of desert globemallow decorate the trailside near the Parade of Elephants.
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The sun sets behind the Parade of Elephants, lighting up the desert in low-angled golden light.
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The two arches of Double Arch share the same foundation.
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A digger bee alights on a starvation prickly pear cactus bloom. Let the pollination begin!






Enjoy the scenery and then retrace your steps back past the Parade of Elephants to the parking loop—you can hike the connector trail back to your car on the south side of that loop. You may not want to go, but when you do drive away, you’ll no doubt leave this all-natural sculpture park possessing a newfound appreciation for the artistic skills of Mother Nature.










Arches National Park Delicate Arch








	You’ve seen it on the license plates, now visit the iconic arch of the Southwest in real life


	
Difficulty


Easy








	
Location


Delicate Arch Road, east-central Arches



	
Length


300 ft. to 3 mi.








	
Wheelchair accessible


Yes, to lower viewpoint only



	
Pets allowed


No











[image: Image]

Delicate Arch in the golden light of late afternoon






Of the more than 2000 arches in Arches National Park, none is so famous as Delicate Arch. This icon of Southwest canyon country and the symbol of the state of Utah, freestanding and solitary on the edge of a rounded Entrada sandstone cliff, is a must-see for many visitors.


Delicate Arch is the largest freestanding arch in the park—it’s not connected to any adjacent rock walls or fins—at 46 feet high by 32 feet wide, but you can’t see it from the park road. The easiest way to see it for yourself would be to drive to the Lower Delicate Arch Viewpoint. To get there from the Arches National Park Entrance Station (5 miles north of the city of Moab, Utah), drive 11.7 miles on Arches National Park Road and turn right (east) onto Delicate Arch Road, which leads east for 2.3 more miles and dead-ends at a parking loop. Park the car and follow the well-marked paved path east just 300 feet to Lower Delicate Arch Viewpoint, from which you can see Delicate Arch perched on a distant cliff.


For an even better view, fork left on the viewpoint trail and hike the moderately challenging half mile (out-and-back) trail up to the Upper Delicate Arch Viewpoint, which gets you up higher and within a mile of Delicate Arch across a scenic red rock canyon.


There’s no way to hike from either viewpoint directly to Delicate Arch, but if you are willing to do a bit of hiking across the desert—3 miles out and back with 470 feet of elevation gain, to be exact—drive back the way you came for 1.2 miles on Delicate Arch Road to the Delicate Arch Trailhead. Park there and pick up the trail near the bathrooms on the east side of the parking lot. Start hiking east and within 375 feet you’ll pass Wolfe Ranch and its crude one-room cabin where John Wolfe homesteaded and raised cattle in the early 1900s.


At about 0.1 mile, fork left and follow this side trail for another 0.1 mile to see Ute petroglyphs dating back approximately 300 years depicting a stylized horse and rider surrounded by bighorn sheep and doglike animals carved into an Entrada red rock sandstone cliff wall.


[image: Image]

The Ute petroglyphs off the Delicate Arch Trail are amazingly well-preserved given how old they are.






Continue forward on this side loop, which soon rejoins the main Delicate Arch Trail and begins to climb gradually over smooth slickrock sandstone. Make sure you have sturdy footwear with good traction, especially if there’s any chance of rain.


At about a mile in, traverse a particularly challenging stretch of trail punctuated by large rocks and large sand deposits that make for slow going. Keep moving and soon enough the trail leads you up and over a rocky wall where you will be greeted with the jaw-dropping close-up view of Delicate Arch backed by the snow-capped La Sal Mountains some 20-plus miles in the distance to the southeast.


Pick a spot in the natural rock bowl that surrounds Delicate Arch and eat a snack, swig some water, and drink in the view. You can always join the queue for selfies at the arch, but don’t expect to get the place to yourself. When you’ve had enough of Delicate Arch, turn around and retrace your steps for 1.5 miles back to the trailhead and parking lot, complete with the world’s most famous arch checked off your bucket list.










Arches National Park Landscape Arch








	The quintessential hike through this park, from Devil’s Garden to Landscape Arch and beyond


	
Difficulty


Easy








	
Location


Devil’s Garden, northwest Arches



	
Length


1.8 to 4.7 miles








	
Wheelchair accessible


No



	
Pets allowed


No











The 1.8-mile out-and-back hike to Landscape Arch is an easy and scenic adventure that leads between tall sandstone fins and through quintessential southeastern Utah desert terrain to the widest of all the arches in Arches National Park.


To get there from the Arches National Park Entrance Station (5 miles north of the city of Moab, Utah), drive 17.3 miles on Arches National Park Road until it forks right into the one-way parking loop at Devil’s Garden, the northernmost section of Arches National Park. Follow this loop for another half mile and pull over in one of the parking spots along the right side of the road as close as you can get to the well-marked Devil’s Garden trailhead (near the two bathrooms). The hike is flat and easy but you will traverse sandy, rocky terrain, so wear sturdy boots or hiking sneakers.


Start out on the wide and fairly level gravel-and-sand trail as it cuts northwest between Entrada sandstone fins that rise upwards of 60 feet on both sides of you. These very fins may someday host new arches as the forces of erosion and gravity work their magic on the sandstone.


[image: Image]

Hikers make their way along the Devil’s Garden Trail.






Just 0.2 mile into the hike, choose whether to take the optional spur trail to the east (right) that leads to Tunnel Arch and Pine Tree Arch. Detouring on this Y-shaped out-and-back spur will add a half mile to your total hiking distance, but is well worth it if you’re feeling spry and want to check as many arches off your list as you can. If you take the detour, go right at the Y for Tunnel Arch, which stands 25.5 feet wide and 14 feet high and is eroded entirely out of a massive 14-foot-wide sandstone wall. The circular shape of the arch and the fact that it cuts through such a thick wall make it look like a remnant section of a subway tunnel. Left at the Y leads to Pine Tree Arch, 46 feet wide by 48 feet high, so named for the pinyon pine trees that grace its opening and the surrounding area. While these pines may not look very old, don’t be fooled by their diminutive height. Most of them around here are only 10 to 20 feet tall, but they can live upwards of 1000 years!


Of course, pinyon pines aren’t the only flora thriving back here in the Devil’s Garden. While Arches National Park only gets 8 to 10 inches of rain in a typical year, you wouldn’t know it given how much greenery springs up trailside and as far as the eye can see. Within any given 10 feet of hiking, you might encounter sand sagebrush, narrowleaf yucca, hispid goldenaster, Navajo fleabane, starvation prickly pear cactus, and sacred datura. Both living and dead Utah juniper trees form curvy frames around many scenic views all along the hike.


[image: Image]

The Fiery Furnace is a jumbled collection of sandstone canyons, fins, and arches that you can see off to the east as you make your way toward the Devil’s Garden.
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Sand sagebrush, recognizable by its wispy white stems, helps prevent erosion on sandy slopes.
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The unique leaves of the sacred datura plant contain toxic alkaloids that keep wildlife from chewing on them.
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Hispid goldenaster pops out of the unlikeliest cracks in the sandstone.






If you stay still awhile and keep an eye on an old juniper trunk, you may just see some wildlife—a desert cottontail, a kangaroo rat, a western collared lizard, or a gopher snake—come out of hiding, thinking the coast is clear. Chances are you won’t encounter one of Arches’ midget faded rattlesnakes, a small subspecies of the western rattlesnake, as they are mostly active at night. Watch your step nevertheless, especially in the rock crevices where they sometimes roost, as their venom is extremely toxic. Rest assured only about a third of all rattlesnake bites contain enough venom to hurt you. (If you do get bitten by a rattlesnake, call 911 and get medical aid within 30 minutes as the venom can do serious damage to bodily organs if left untreated.)


With that sobering advice in mind, gingerly make your way back to the main trail and head right (north), following the easy grade as it heads northwest. At 0.8 mile ignore the turnoff to the right (east) for the Primitive Trail—you will explore that on the way back if you extend the hike to Double O Arch—and start looking for Landscape Arch up and to the left (west). In another 0.1 mile you’ll reach the overlook spot with the best view of the park’s widest arch.


Indeed, the slender and graceful 77-foot-high Landscape Arch stretches 290 feet across, yet is only 6 feet thick at its center. Its center was around 5 feet thicker until September 1, 1991, when hidden fractures in the rock precipitated loud cracking and popping noises before rock slabs, some as big as 60 feet long, fell from the arch’s thinnest underside section. No one was hurt, but the deposition of some 180 tons of fresh rock debris directly below the arch convinced the National Park Service to disallow hikers beneath Landscape Arch ever since, given the safety risk.


[image: Image]

Hikers on top of Double O Arch enjoy some of the best views of Arches National Park.
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The dusky pink bloom of a starvation prickly pear cactus lends a pop of color to the otherwise red rock and green landscape.
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Landscape Arch under the moon and stars






OEBPS/images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0015-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/titlea.jpg
SOUTHWEST
CANYON
COUNTRY'S
BEST NATURE
WALKS

39 EASY WAYS TO EXPLORE THE NATIONAL
PARKS OF THE FOUR CORNERS

RODDY SCHEER

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR





OEBPS/images/f0019-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0034-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0025-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0025-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0025-04.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0021-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0025-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0018-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0035-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg
LANDSCAPE

ARCH
ARCHES ;
NATIONAL PARK

® © 7 DELICATE

&3 (., ARCH
CAPITOL REEF PARK
NATIONAL PARK AVENUE -..\

""" THE
A WINDOWS:
MOAB\ AND |

o DOUBLE

WATERFALL / } MESA |

|
o/ GUNSETPOINT Mm  WASH -

CANYONLANDS ! :

NATIONAL PARK

MOSSY CAVE
' ®

ZION NATIONAL PARK I

RIVERSIDE 3 Y TROPIC

WALK &
EMERALD WEEPING ,
oo QUEEN'S GARDEN
PoOLS -/ %5 wy - ROC AND NAVAJO
- GROTTO . oo

BRISTLECONE LOOP

« UTAH

CORAL PINK PR S
SAND DUNES

e e =

*+COLORADO





OEBPS/images/f0035-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0030-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781643264318.jpg
}
|






OEBPS/images/f0024-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0028-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0020-01.jpg
5 o .f..w..\a.n-..
i1

> e






OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0027-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0027-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0027-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-04.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0032-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0026-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0022-01.jpg





