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Introduction


Welcome to the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English Study and Revision Guide. This book has been written to help you prepare fully for your First Language English examination. Following the First Language English syllabus, it covers all the key content as well as providing sample questions and answers and exam-style questions throughout to help you check your understanding and learn the key points for gaining the best examination grade of which you are capable.


How to use this book
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Key objectives


The key points covered in the chapter
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Tip


Advice to help you give the perfect answer
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Teacher’s comments
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Helpful feedback from a teacher showing what was good and what could be improved in the student answers
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Exam-style questions


Paper 1 style examination questions for you to try to see what you have learned
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The syllabus and question papers


Format and content of the examination


Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 0500 is an untiered examination available to students throughout the world. There are different question papers with different syllabus numbers, depending on the geographical location of your school, but the standard of the examination is the same for all syllabuses.


The basic principles that underlie these syllabuses are identical, as are the Assessment Objectives on which the questions in the papers are based. The general approach to testing them is common to all the question papers and it is intended that this book contains a range of practice material relevant to all students preparing for any of the variant syllabuses.


All Cambridge IGCSE First Language English syllabuses are concerned with testing students’ reading and writing and are based on the following Assessment Objectives (AOs):


AO1: Reading





•  Demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings.



•  Demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes.



•  Analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions, using appropriate support from the text.



•  Demonstrate understanding of how writers achieve effects and influence readers.



•  Select and use information for specific purposes.





AO2: Writing





•  Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined.



•  Organise and structure ideas and opinions for deliberate effect.



•  Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriate to context.



•  Use register appropriate to context.



•  Make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.





AO3: Speaking and Listening





•  Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined.



•  Present facts, ideas and opinions in a cohesive order which sustains the audience’s interest.



•  Communicate clearly and purposefully using fluent language.



•  Use register appropriate to context.



•  Listen and respond appropriately in conversation.






Content of the examination


Here is a summary of the different components of the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English Examination. Everybody must take Paper 1 and then either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). The Speaking and Listening Component 4 is optional and separately assessed.


Paper 1: Reading – 2 hours (50%)


Students answer three compulsory questions based on three unseen texts.





•  Question 1: Comprehension & summary task (30 marks: comprehension 15 marks, summary 10 marks for Reading and 5 marks for Writing).



•  Question 2: Short-answer questions and language task (25 marks: short answers totalling 10 marks and language task 15 marks).



•  Question 3: Extended response to reading (25 marks: 15 marks for Reading and 10 marks for Writing).





This component is externally assessed.


(80 marks)


Paper 2: Directed Writing and Composition – 2 hours (50%)


Students can take either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). In Paper 2, students answer two questions: one in Section A and one in Section B.





•  Section A: Directed Writing (40 marks: 15 marks for Reading and 25 for Writing). Students answer one question on two texts.



•  Section B: Composition (40 marks: 40 marks for Writing). Students complete one task from a choice of four.





This component is externally assessed.


(80 marks)


Component 3: Coursework Portfolio (50%)


Students can take either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). In Component 3 students submit three assignments, each of 500–800 words.


The assignments can be conducted in any order:





•  Assignment 1: Writing to discuss, argue and/or persuade in response to a text or texts.



•  Assignment 2: Writing to describe.



•  Assignment 3: Writing to narrate.





This component is assessed by the teacher and moderated by Cambridge International. Work may be handwritten or word-processed. You are not expected to work under timed conditions.


Component 4: Speaking and Listening Test (Optional and separately endorsed)


Students complete a two-part test of approximately 10-12 minutes.





•  Part 1: Individual talk [3–4 minutes] (20 marks).



•  Part 2: Conversation [7–8 minutes] (20 marks).





Assessments for all students are completed and audio-recorded within a set speaking test period.


This component is internally assessed and externally moderated.



Preparing for the examination


You have most probably realised already that preparing for an examination in English Language requires a different approach from that for other Cambridge IGCSE subjects. The First Language English examination papers do not test your ability to repeat and apply facts that you have learnt up to the day of the examination, as English Language is not a fact-based subject. For this reason, it is somewhat misleading to talk about revising for an English Language examination. What the exam requires you to do is to apply your skills both in reading and understanding what someone else has written, and in expressing your own ideas in writing to communicate them as clearly as you can to the Examiner who will be marking your work.


So, if you do not need to learn facts, how do you prepare for a Cambridge IGCSE examination in English Language? Quite simply, the best way to prepare is to practise the skills of reading for meaning and expressing yourself clearly and accurately in writing throughout your learning. As far as preparing for the Reading element of the exam is concerned, take a critical approach at all times (by which we mean reading actively and questioning yourself to ensure that you have a full understanding of everything you read, whether it be school textbooks or newspaper and magazine articles). Preparing for the Writing element of the exam can best be done by ensuring that you get into the habit of thinking carefully about what you intend to say before you start to write anything, and then checking what you have written by trying to see it from the position of a reader, who may well be someone you have never met. Another key point in preparing for both elements of the exam is to take careful note of the comments and corrections that your teachers make when they mark your work, and to try to ensure that you do not make the same mistakes again.


Of course, you should also prepare for the exam by making sure that you understand the function of the different punctuation devices that you will use in your writing, and it will also help to be aware of the main figures of speech and their function when used by writers. It is crucial to bear in mind, however, that examination questions will not require you simply to identify a specific punctuation device or an example of a figure of speech, such as onomatopoeia; you will only be rewarded if you demonstrate the ability to use the former correctly and to show an understanding of the effect a writer achieves by using the latter.


The main purpose of this book, therefore, is to provide you with the opportunity to improve and practise these key skills. Note that not all reading passages and exemplar material will replicate the examination criteria exactly (some passages might be slightly longer than you will see in the exam, for instance) but they are very close to what you should expect.


Reading passages


All students preparing for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English must take Paper 1 (Reading) and either Paper 2 (Directed Writing and Composition) or Component 3 (Coursework Portfolio). There is also the opportunity to take Component 4 (an optional Speaking and Listening Test), which is separately endorsed. Both Paper 1 and Paper 2 are untiered question papers and test both your reading and writing skills. As the titles of the papers suggest, more marks are available in Paper 1 for how well you have understood the three reading passages in the reading booklet that accompanies the question paper, and in Paper 2 more marks are available for how well you have expressed yourself in two writing tasks. Papers 1 and 2 are marked externally and Components 3 and 4 are marked by teachers at your school or college and then moderated externally by Cambridge International examiners.


Paper 1 comprises three questions: Question 1 carries 30 marks in total and consists of a number of short-answer comprehension questions (15 marks in total) to test understanding of Text A in the Reading Booklet Insert and then a summary question (15 marks in total) based on Text B in the Reading Booklet. Question 2 is worth 25 marks in total and comprises four sub-questions of varying difficulty based on Text C in the Reading Booklet. These questions will test your understanding (or appreciation) of the way a writer uses language to achieve effects. Question 3, also based on Text C and worth 25 marks (15 for Reading and 10 for Written Expression), is an Extended response to reading task.


Paper 2 comprises two sections: Section A is a compulsory Directed Writing task, based on one or two texts in the accompanying Reading Booklet. It is worth 40 marks (15 for Reading and 25 for Written Expression). Section B is a Composition task, worth 40 marks for Writing. You will be given four options on which to write (two descriptive titles and two narrative titles) and you must write on one of them only. You may choose to do Component 3: Coursework Portfolio instead of this paper.


As you can see from the information in the previous paragraphs, there are an equal number of marks available for Reading and Writing in total for the two papers. Although it is important that, when answering the exam paper, you try to express yourself clearly and accurately in what you write, you should also keep in mind that, as long as the Examiner is able to understand what you are trying to say, you will not lose marks for any spelling and punctuation mistakes in your answers to the Reading questions. In the Writing tasks, how well you structure and organise what you write, your use of appropriate vocabulary and your control of a range of sentence structures is just as important as the technical accuracy of your expression. Of course, this is not to say that you should not care about the accuracy of what you write, but just to emphasise that Reading questions in both papers primarily test understanding. The accuracy of your writing is specifically assessed in Paper 2, Section B and the Coursework alternative (Component 3), and one way to do well in these papers is to ensure that you concentrate on accuracy of written expression at all times.


Answers section


Please note that as in all English exercises, the answers given in this section are not the only ones that can be considered correct. This applies particularly to those questions requiring explanations of vocabulary, as there are synonyms other than those listed which would be equally as acceptable as definitions of the words as used in their context.


Similarly, with questions of this type, it is not necessary that answers should comprise one-word definitions – answers can also be expressed in a phrase of a few words as long as it is focused on explaining the word as used in the context of the original passage. As a general rule, if an answer shows clear understanding of the question by being expressed predominantly in a student’s own words, it should be rewarded.





Paper 1 Question 1: Short-answer comprehension
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Key objectives


For Paper 1 Question 1 (Comprehension) you should be able to:





•  demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings



•  demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes



•  select and use information for specific purposes.
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The short-answer comprehension questions in Question 1 (Paper 1) test understanding of Text A in the Reading Booklet Insert. Most of the sub-questions carry 1 or 2 marks.


In general, 1-mark questions require you to show understanding of explicit details from the text, for example, ‘Give the name of the country in which the passage is set.’ For questions such as this, it is not necessary to use your own words in the answer or to write your answer as a complete sentence – all you have to do is to write down the word or words from the text that provide the answer required.


Questions carrying 2 or 3 marks are likely to require both understanding of an explicit detail and an understanding of an implied point or an evaluation of how the point furthers the writer’s meaning. Questions of this type usually require a response using your own words. This means that you should not just lift whole sentences from the passage, but should express your answer in a way that makes it clear you have understood the relevant points. You will not be penalised if you include the occasional word from the original as part of your answer as long as your understanding is clearly conveyed to the Examiner.


Sample questions and answers


Here is an example of Text A taken from a previous Cambridge IGCSE First Language English Question Paper.
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Text A: Tiger Encounter


The following passage is set in Bandhavgarh National Park, India. The writer is describing a meeting with an Indian tiger, one of the world’s endangered species. The writer is accompanied by other visitors and a guide called Anil.


It’s early morning and the dappled sunlight is just breaking through the trees of the deep Bandhavgarh forest. We’re driving down a small dirt lane between Sera and Rajbera Meadows, behind the massive plateau from which Bandhavgarh takes its name. Our road is suddenly blocked by the massive grey bulk which is Gautam, the lead elephant used for patrols, tiger monitoring, and tourist forays into the jungle. Sitting astride Gautam is Kuttapan, the renowned mahout, the keeper and ‘driver’ of the elephant. He has been at Bandhavgarh for 24 years and knows more about its tigers than anyone. Kuttapan gets my attention and points to something on the road. It’s the distinct impression of a tiger’s body which has recently lain there. The imprint – torso, fore-paws and tail – lies clearly over any tracks or disturbances which may have come in the night.


Off to the right we hear the distinct ‘bleep-bleep’ – the alarm call of the chital, or spotted deer, announcing the presence of a predator. Kuttapan and Gautam go off to investigate and we begin to drive around to intercept them on the other side of the forest. Not ten metres down the road, we hear a loud ‘varoom’ – the call of the tiger – and we slide to a halt on the dusty road. Walking directly towards us at a distance of 100 metres is a large male tiger. It is one of the three-year-old males known to share this territory with his brother.


We sit in stunned silence in open-topped jeeps. Some cameras continue to whir and click and some knuckles begin to whiten as grips tighten on the seats and roll bars of the jeep.


The tiger continues his casual stroll directly towards us. About 20 metres from our jeep, he walks into a small clearing off the road, turns to mark a tree with his scent, then comes back out on to the road and walks past us, just a metre away from the jeep. Suspension of all breathing is the easiest thing in the world at a moment like this.


When the tiger is about 50 metres past us, our reverie is broken by a commotion in the forest across the road. Anil, our guide, whispers loudly, ‘Wolves!’ There, propped up like little statues in a clearing in the forest, are two Indian grey wolves. Rigid, alert, clearly in a state of alarm and agitation, they begin yelping at the tiger. The tiger spins around on the road and charges off into the forest after them.


We drive down the road to where we were originally going to meet Kuttapan and Gautam.


There, in an open clearing, stands the tiger, looking around as if to ask, ‘Where’d they go?’ We park the jeeps and watch a silent drama unfold.


As the tiger turns to walk away, out of the forest comes the larger of the wolves, probably the male, and scampers up to within a few metres of the tiger. The tiger turns his head and the wolf scampers back into the forest. The tiger continues to walk away down the road. Out of the forest comes the larger wolf again and moves up cautiously to within what is apparently a safe distance from the tiger.


This time the tiger turns round and glowers at the wolf, probably assessing the distance between them and the speed it would take to catch the wolf. They stare at each other for a few seconds; the tiger is still, and the wolf is nervously pacing back and forth. The muscles of the tiger begin to twitch and off goes the wolf into the forest again. Finally, after one more of these encounters, the tiger moves some distance away and the wolf disappears into the forest for one last time. We can only assume that the aggressive and bold behaviour of the wolf meant he was protecting some cubs and wanted to be sure the tiger was driven out of his territory.


The tiger, now left in peace, continues his stroll.


Source: Brian K Weirum/the Fund for the Tiger, adapted from
www.thefundforthetiger.org/vignettes.html
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Reading the passage


This passage, Tiger Encounter, is typical of the sort of writing that is set for the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English paper. It is taken from a magazine article.


It is important that you gain as full an understanding of the passage as you can. You should read it carefully before you start to answer the questions on it.





•  To start with, read through the whole passage quickly from beginning to end to gain a clear general idea of what it is about. At this point it is a good idea to read through the questions carefully as this will help you focus your answers more clearly.



•  Once you have done this, go back to the beginning and read each paragraph more slowly, making sure that you understand as clearly as you can what each is about. Use the way the passage has been punctuated as a help while you are reading – make sure that you understand each sentence as a whole and not just as a random sequence of words. You are likely to find some words in the passage with which you are unfamiliar – don’t skip over these words as it is quite likely that the questions will test how well you have understood them. Try to work out their meaning from the rest of the passage.



•  Don’t panic if you cannot understand all the vocabulary used in the passage, however. You will not fail the exam if you don’t know the meaning of a few words as long as you make sure that you write the answers to those questions to which you do know the answers as clearly as you can.



•  Pay careful attention to the way in which the passage is sequenced. It follows the day’s events as the writer and his companions take part in their expedition to Bandhavgarh National Park, beginning with their first meeting with Gautam the elephant, which provides an effective dramatic opening that engages the reader’s attention. This is quickly followed by the even more dramatic sighting of the tiger and climaxes with the stand-off between the tiger and the wolves.



•  As you read through the passage, you will see that there are three main strands to the writer’s account: the encounters with animals referred to above; information about the behaviour of the writer and his companions on the tour (including Anil, the guide); and the writer’s thoughts and feelings about his experiences. Keeping these three strands in your mind as distinct details will help you to achieve a clear overall understanding of the passage.



•  Once you are happy that you have understood the account as well as you are able to, then read through the sub-questions in Question 1 before you start to write your answers to them. By doing this you will become aware that there are some sections of the passage that are not directly relevant to answering any of these questions – realising this will help you focus your answers on the sections that are relevant.
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Tip


Don’t be put off by what may seem to be an extremely lengthy process outlined here. In practice, following this procedure will take no longer than it has taken you to read through it. The time allowed for Paper 1 is 2 hours. If you divide your time equally between the three questions, it equals 40 minutes per question. Remember that you need to spend up to 15 minutes reading the passages before you start to write your answers. And don’t forget, the examination room offers the best conditions for concentrated reading as there are no external distractions!
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Now that you have identified the parts of the passage which contain the information that will provide answers to the questions, you can start to write your answers. Generally, the order of the sub-questions will follow the chronological sequence of the passage.


Remember that, in general, 1-mark questions require you to show understanding of explicit details from the text by writing down the word or words from the text that provide the answer. Questions carrying 2 or 3 marks are likely to require both understanding of an explicit detail and also an understanding of an implied point or an evaluation of how the point furthers the writer’s meaning. Questions of this type usually require a response using your own words.
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Tip


Remember: the number of marks allocated to each sub-question is an indication of the number of specific points that you should make in your answer.
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Read carefully Text A, Tiger Encounter, and then answer Question 1.
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1  a  Give two details from paragraph 1, (‘It’s early morning…’) that tell you that Kuttapan is an experienced and knowledgeable member of the team.


[2]


    b  Using your own words, explain what is the purpose of the chital’s cry and how this is confirmed by what happens next (paragraph 2 ‘Off to the right…’).


[2]


    c  Explain using your own words, what the writer means by the words in italics in the following phrases:







        (i)   ‘… the dappled sunlight is just breaking through the trees…’ (paragraph 1, line 1)


[2]


        (ii)  ‘… used for patrols, tiger monitoring, and tourist forays into the jungle …’ (paragraph 1, lines 4–5)


[2]







    d  (i)   From paragraphs 3 and 4 (‘We sit in … moment like this’), state two ways in which the people in the jeep react to the appearance of the tiger and explain what these reactions tell you about their feelings.


[2]


        (ii)  Give a phrase from paragraph 7 (‘There in an open clearing’) that explains how the attitude of the writer and his companions has changed by this point.


[2]







    e  From paragraphs 8–10 (‘As the tiger turns … continues his stroll’) explain, using your own words, how the words ‘scampers’, ‘glowers’, ‘aggressive’ and ‘stroll’ help you to understand the attitude and character of the wolf and the tiger.


[3]
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Student’s answer and teacher’s comments




[image: ]





1  a  Kuttapan has worked among the tigers at the park for 24 years. He can tell the tiger had been there recently as the impression of its body lies clearly over any tracks or disturbances which may have come in the night.
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This is a good response and is worth both available marks. The student has avoided the temptation to include the detail that Kuttapan is the elephant’s mahout as that is not relevant to this answer. The student has lifted the relevant phrase from the passage but the answer shows clear understanding.
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    b  They make the ‘bleep-bleep’ sound because they’re worried.
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This is a carelessly expressed answer which just about gains one mark. The student would appear to have some understanding of the purpose of the chital’s cry but goes no further than mentioning that the animal is concerned by sensing that a tiger is in the vicinity and so the second part of the question has not been answered. Although the wording of the question does not ask specifically for an explanation of the word ‘predator’, it is necessary that a fully correct answer should either refer to the word ‘predator’ as a reason for the chital’s concern or make it clear that the tiger is a threat to the chitals as it is likely to see them as its prey. It is particularly important when answering these questions that you explain your understanding fully – it is a serious error to assume that you will still get credit if key points of an answer are simply implied and not specifically stated.
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    c  (i)   It is early morning and the sun is ‘breaking through’ the trees which means that its rays are beginning to penetrate to the jungle floor.
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This response gains one mark for a clear and correct explanation of ‘breaking through’. The student has failed to notice, however, that ‘dappled’ is also italicised. This question carries two marks and there are two expressions in italics. It is important to remember that in questions such as this, two marks means that two distinct details require explanation for both marks to be awarded.
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        (ii)  ‘Monitoring’ suggests that Gautam watches the behaviour of tigers on a computer screen. ‘Forays’ are vehicles used by tourists.
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The student has picked up on the wrong sense of the word ‘monitoring’; there is some hint of understanding but the suggestion that Gautam (the elephant) is capable of using a computer denies the award of a mark. The word ‘forays’ (raids or incursions) has been completely misunderstood. This answer gains 0 marks.
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    d  (i)   The people sit in ‘stunned silence’ and grip the seats tightly. They don’t want to fall out of the jeep.
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The wording of the first part of the question (‘State two ways…’) does not require students to use their own words in their answer and so one mark can be awarded for the two actions identified. The second mark cannot be awarded, however, as the reason for their behaviour has been misunderstood. A fully correct response would have appreciated the implications of the vocabulary (‘stunned silence’ and ‘knuckles whitening’) to convey the fact that the occupants of the jeep are fearful for their own safety.
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        (ii)  The phrase is ‘watch a silent drama unfold’. This tells us that the people in the jeep are still not making any sounds but are now completely focused on what is going on between the wolves and the tiger. It’s like watching a performance in a theatre and waiting to see how it develops.
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This is a fully correct answer to this question, showing an understanding of the metaphor used by the writer, which compares the people in the jeep to an audience in a theatre or cinema. The student gains both available marks for this question.
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    e  ‘Scamper’ means that the wolves are coming closer to the tiger and are curious about it. They are also looking to fight with the tiger if necessary, as the wolf is later described as being ‘aggressive’ in order to protect its cubs. By saying that the tiger ‘glowers’ at the wolf, the writer suggests that it is looking fiercely at it and isn’t intimidated by it. In the end, the tiger ‘strolls’ off which shows that it seems chilled and also in its normal state of mind as it’s not worried by the wolf.
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Overall, this answer is worth two of the three marks available for this question. There is a good understanding shown of the attitude of the tiger and its confidence when in the face of any threat from the wolf. The answer also appreciates the fact that the wolf is prepared to take on the tiger in a fight in order to protect its cubs. Unfortunately, the student misunderstands the word ‘scamper’ which means to scurry, skitter or run quickly and indicates that, initially, the wolf is nervous about approaching the tiger and doesn’t want to get too close to it. This misunderstanding prevents all three marks being awarded.
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