



[image: ]






[image: ]




 


 


MUSIC FESTIVALS


Copyright © Summersdale Publishers Ltd, 2015


Research by Sophie Martin


All rights reserved.


No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.


Condition of Sale


This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.


Summersdale Publishers Ltd


46 West Street


Chichester


West Sussex


PO19 1RP


UK


www.summersdale.com


Printed and bound in the Czech Republic


eISBN: 978-1-78372-532-8




Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organisations. For details contact Nicky Douglas by telephone: +44 (0) 1243 756902, fax: +44 (0) 1243 786300 or email: nicky@summersdale.com.







INTRODUCTION


You’ve been starved of the festival life for too long and the symptoms are getting considerably worse. No longer can you bear the humdrum of eating your five a day, having a regular sleeping pattern and using a toilet with a lid. But now you don’t have to camp out in your back garden because it’s time to stop pretending and start preparing for the biggest event in your calendar.


Whether you are getting ready for your first or your one hundred and first festival, this pocketsize book will be your go-to before and during your festival experience, packed with information and advice including festival hacks, DIY ideas and money-saving tips that’ll have you looking and feeling like a festival aficionado. So dig out your wellies and stop waiting around because it’s time to get your festival freak on!




TOP TIP


THE TRANSPORT TICKET


You’ve just raided the entire contents of your piggy bank for your festival ticket and you still need to pay for transport. But although you’ll have to meet the cost of the festival, you don’t have to sell your arm and leg to get there.


First of all, meet up with the people you’re going with to discuss your options well in advance, so that you’re not organising your transport in a blind panic the day before you leave. This could also help you get better deals if you decide to use public transport.


If you know other people who aren’t in your group but are going – people you don’t absolutely abhor – look into sharing a private coach or minibus. Most festivals allow you to park your private coach or minibus on-site, as long as you contact them ahead of time to give details on the number of people attending, the date of arrival and the size of your vehicle – but do check with them first before booking anything.


If you’re only travelling a short distance, or travelling lightly, it might be worth going by train (a lot of festivals advise this option). Go off-peak to make sure you get the best deal, and if you know what time train you want to catch both ways, select the super off-peak option, which gives you an even bigger discount. When you arrive at your destination, there are typically shuttle buses organised by the festival to take you to the site. Information on the shuttle-bus timetables are usually available on the respective festival website.


Another way to save money, and reduce your carbon footprint at the same time, is to go by coach. Other benefits of travelling by coach are that you are taken directly to the festival site and you can just sit back and enjoy yourself whilst someone else does the driving – this is a godsend, particularly on the way back from the festival. Nowadays, many festivals collaborate with coach companies and offer great deals to festival-goers from a number of different pickup locations. To find out if the festival you are going to offers this package and where the pickup locations are, visit the festival website, which will redirect you to the coach company’s website for additional information.


Another option for going easy on the spending is to car share. Try gocarshare.com, which enables you to search for people in your area who are car sharing via Facebook. Liftshare.com and blablacar.com will also put you in touch with other members on their websites who are looking at taking/going with other people.


If you are travelling abroad to a festival, book your flight tickets well in advance to secure a seat, and organise your transfer before you get there to make your travelling less stressful once you arrive in the new country.


If you are thinking about taking a car and you are the designated driver, think this through carefully before you agree to it. On the way there, the drive will be pleasant enough, but on returning home you’ll be tired and maybe still under the influence without even knowing it, which makes the chances of having an accident or getting into trouble with the police much higher. Also be aware that at most festivals you will experience delays getting out of the site at peak times – so there’s no point rushing to get home on the last day, as that extra time could help you work any substances out of your system so that you’re safe to drive.




FASHION ME FESTIVAL


STEALTH BELT


While the festival toffs will be brandishing their royal red notes, you, oh sensible one, have the brains to know that this sort of behaviour could be the harbinger of bad things to come. To help you feel completely secure about the money you carry on you, you need a stealth belt – or, in other words, a makeshift bum bag you wear on the inside of your trousers, shorts or skirt. Here’s how to make one from scratch:


What you need: plain fabric coin purse, an old pair of jeans, shorts or T-shirt, plastic Ladderloc buckle, strong glue, thread and needle.


 


[image: images]   Find or buy a fabric coin purse. A plain purse with no embellishments is recommended; you don’t want to go home with phantom scratch marks on your groin.
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[image: images]   Take a strip of material, cut from an old piece of clothing you no longer wear, that is approximately 25 mm wide and one and a half times the size of your waist.
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[image: images]   Align the purse to the strip of material so that one end is longer than the other and sew the material securely onto one side of the purse.
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