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      Pirate Mateys
 and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate running a hijacked ship
      

      
      Evil Pearl: A deathless pirate who becomes Queen of Pearl Island and sacrifices people to a sea monster
      

      
      Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
      

      
      Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
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      Mozzy: The Invincible’s bosun, small and fast
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Razor Toe: A deathless pirate who has enslaved the people of Ruby Island
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
      

      
      Velvetfoot: A fearsome pirate distinctive for his velvet shoes that let him creep up on his victims unannounced, who gives his crew a
         powerful potion to transform them into zombies
      

      
      Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre and scabbard that belonged to
         Prince Alleric.
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      Return to the 
Dragon Blood Islands

      
      
      ‘We’ve collected three black diamonds for the Scabbard of Invincibility,’ said Al Breas, holding up a silver sheath. ‘Now
         there’s only one more to find before it has its legendary powers.’
      

      
      ‘Then, when you wear it, you’ll be invincible,’ said Owen Seabrook, Al’s best friend. ‘We need to go back to the Dragon Blood Islands.’
      

      
      ‘Yep, I agree,’ said Al.

      
      ‘Great! Are we going to take the Dragon Blood Sabre and scabbard this time?’ asked Owen.

      
      Al thought for a few moments before answering. ‘I’d rather not,’ he said. ‘If a pirate sees them we’re in trouble, and I’m
         not invincible yet, just deathless.’ He shuddered slightly.
      

      
      ‘Why don’t we just take our chances?’ said Owen, realising his friend was worried about it.

      
      ‘I suppose,’ said Al. ‘I keep having horrible thoughts about wearing it. Like I’m alive but my head is missing, or my gizzards
         are ripped out and I have to try to stitch them back in. This whole deathless thing gives me the creeps. Who’d want to be
         like Razor Toe and Evil Pearl?’
      

      
      ‘I’m not so keen on the deathless thing either,’ Owen agreed. ‘They were horrible. Just thinking about them makes me want
         to vomit.’
      

      
      ‘I wonder where the final diamond is …’ said Al. ‘Maybe there’s some other ancient old pirate out there causing trouble?’

      
      ‘Or it could be at the bottom of the sea so we’ll never find it,’ said Owen with a chuckle. ‘I think we should just go back to have a bit of fun. I can’t wait to see Mahoot and Gunner again.’
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      ‘They’re probably wondering how we disappeared from The Invincible so suddenly,’ said Al. ‘I’m sure Gunner thinks I used the Dragon Blood Sabre, and that we don’t trust him.’
      

      
      ‘We could try telling him the truth,’ said Owen, hesitantly.
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