	
			

			





	
			

			
























































Look out for more books about


Mariella Mystery


The Ghostly Guinea Pig


A Cupcake Conundrum


The Huge Hair Scare


The Curse of the Pampered Poodle


The Spaghetti Yeti


A Kitty Calamity


The Disappearing Dinner Lady
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For Jenny Glencross, 


a true Mystery Girl! 
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Mariella Mystery, that’s me. Totally amazing girl detective, aged nine and three-quarters. 


I’m serious about being the best young detective ever, that’s why I’ve been working hard to extend my collection of fake moustaches. A  good detective has a moustache for every mystery situation.


NOTE: Arthur – singing on the toilet is not a mystery situation, and is definitely not the place to wear your sister’s best and bushiest moustache. Do not do that again. EVER. 
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MYSTIC MOUSTACHE MAYHEM! 


Witness the talents of the best Young Super Sleuths as they compete to become this year’s Young Super Sleuther Champion.
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TOP SECRET! 


Uncover classified  information about famous detectives and infamous master criminals in the Young Super Sleuth Experience. 
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THRILLS! 


Ride the Bone Rattler, search the Gruesome Crime Scene Investigation Area and survive the Dodgems of Doom! (If you dare.)
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LOCATION: Known Mystery Hotspot, the town of Puddleford, Puddleford Park.


DATES: Monday 6th August – Thursday 9th August
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5th August
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NOTE: Poppy has finished our competition outfits, ready for tomorrow! Eeeek! I’m so excited. Having a distinct Mystery Style is an important part of looking like the Young Super Sleuther champions we want to become.
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2:15pm 


Puddleford Park, Final Mystery Girl Young Super Sleuther Practice Session Complete.


I can totally imagine it. Crowds cheering and cameras flashing as Young Super Sleuther winners – the Mystery Girls – are presented with the gleaming golden Mystic Moustache trophy. 


Or I could totally imagine it – until our last practice session, which did not go according to plan. 
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OPERATION WIN MYSTIC MOUSTACHE


THE TEAM:


Violet Maple: Mystery Girl with an eye for detail – has checked that our Mystery Kit contains everything we need fifty-seven times. (Good job she did, or we would have forgotten to pack fake moustache glue.)


Poppy Holmes: Mystery Girl on a mission to win! I bet none of the other teams had a preparation schedule like the one Poppy designed. She says we can’t be sure what mystery-solving challenges we’ll face, so the only way to win is to be good at everything.
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Mariella Mystery (me): Mystery Girl with her eyes on the Mystic Moustache trophy. I just need to stay calm when the competition gets tough and remember that I am a brilliant detective. 


TARGET: THE MYSTIC MOUSTACHE


The trophy is famous (and not just in the detective world) because so many of the young detectives who have won it have gone on to solve high-profile mysteries and become famous. It’s worth millions because it’s made from a block of gold presented to the Young Super Sleuth Society seventy years ago, for catching the Bejewelled Bandit (stole jewels from film stars). 
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TASK: UNDercover surveillance Skills


1:00pm: As planned, the Mystery Girls rendezvous* at Puddleford Park on our bikes to practise undercover surveillance on park users. 


*Rendezvous: A French word, which sophisticated detectives like us use. It’s a fancy way of saying meeting up. 


1:01pm: We stop to take in the sight of enormous Young Super Sleuther marquees being set up behind a fence in the centre of the park, knowing that tomorrow we won’t be practising – we’ll be competing for real.


1:02pm: The serious moment is shattered when a familiar squeaky voice shrieks from the park entrance  – “MARIELLAAAA! WAIT FOR MEEEEEE! I WANT TO JOIN IN!” 


TASK: UNDercover surveillance Skills
 
1:00pm: As planned, the Mystery Girls rendezvous* at Puddleford Park on our bikes to practise undercover surveillance on park users. 
 
*Rendezvous: A French word, which sophisticated detectives like us use. It’s a fancy way of saying meeting up. 
 
1:01pm: We stop to take in the sight of enormous Young Super Sleuther marquees being set up behind a fence in the centre of the park, knowing that tomorrow we won’t be practising – we’ll be competing for real.
 
1:02pm: The serious moment is shattered when a familiar squeaky voice shrieks from the park entrance  – “MARIELLAAAA! WAIT FOR MEEEEEE! I WANT TO JOIN IN!” 








	
			

			




















Arthur Mystery: Annoying younger brother who is desperate to be a Mystery Girl. (He never will be.) I told Mum and Dad that the Mystery Girls need to prepare for the competition, but they insisted on bringing along Arthur for a nice picnic. I don’t have time for sausage rolls – and I definitely don’t have time for Arthur!


1:06pm: Poppy says that Arthur might be quite useful. What is she going on about? There is no way we can perfect our undercover surveillance techniques (which involve a lot of sneaking around quietly) with Arthur here.


1:07pm: Poppy tells Arthur his task is to try and escape from us on his scooter so we can practise a high-speed chase situation. 
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1:08pm: We let Arthur have a head start – as far as the swings – before we follow him.


1:11pm: Arthur is screaming, “I’M A MYSTERY GIRL, WHEEEEEEE!” We must catch him. 


1:15pm: Wind whooshes in my ears and my legs burn. Arthur is surprisingly fast. I hear Mum shout in the distance that we need to slow down. Never.


1:16pm: Without warning, Arthur’s brakes screech and he stops in front of us, next to an ice-cream van. Violet and Poppy scream. I pull my brakes, but it’s too late.
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1:18pm: We CRASH into the side of the ice-cream van. Bottles of raspberry sauce and hundreds and thousands topple from the serving hatch onto our heads. Arthur shouts, “MUMMMM! CAN I HAVE AN ICE LOLLY?” 


1:19pm: Before I can untangle myself from my bike, on the road outside the park I see an official-looking black minibus approaching. I realise, with horror, that it has the Young Super Sleuth Society logo on the side.


1:20pm: I hope nobody guesses we are competitors (no serious detective walks around with hundreds and thousands in their hair), but our bright yellow detective coats are a huge giveaway.
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1:21pm: I see for the first time the faces of the rival young detective agencies we’ll be competing against. Most stare at us, puzzled, but two boys snigger from the back window of the bus as it passes. 


1:22pm: Final Young Super Sleuther practice session abandoned. Operation Emergency Clean-Up Mystery Outfits Using Mum’s Wet Wipes commences. 


LEVEL OF COMPETITION READINESS: WINNERS DON’T LET STUFF LIKE THIS HAPPEN! WE ARE PROCEEDING INTO THE FIRST COMPETITION CHALLENGE WITH EXTREME CAUTION.


NOTE: Hopefully this was just an Arthur- related glitch. (Never, ever let Arthur join in with Mystery Girl activity.)
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Working in partnership


Certain mystery situations, such as those spanning a large geographical area or requiring specialist skills you do not have, may be best solved by joining forces with another young detective agency. Getting used to the way that others work can be tricky – don’t let a potentially perfect partnership end up an awful association.
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Lets see if you are as good as you say you are.
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Teamwork: Top Tips
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Using a secret handshake can be a great way to cement friendships between detective agencies.
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I know a MUCH better way to do it.
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Others may have different investigative methods to you, that doesn’t mean that they are wrong. Avoid being discouraging.
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I’ve solved more cases than you.
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Rivalry can ruin relationships. Instead of getting jealous, see what you can learn from each other.
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Mum says I’ve got to be home for my dinner by 7pm.
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Be understanding that other young detectives may have different schedules to the ones you are used to. 
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Respect privacy. Do not search your partner agency’s Mystery HQ while they are in the toilet. Nobody likes a nosy-parker. 
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Not all young detective agencies have good intentions when they seek to work with you. In rare cases they may wish to spy on you in order to steal ideas, or because they work for an enemy! Remain vigilant.



 
Not all young detective agencies have good intentions when they seek to work with you. In rare cases they may wish to spy on you in order to steal ideas, or because they work for an enemy! Remain vigilant.









HA HA! They don’t suspect a thing!
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6:15pm


My Bedroom, My HOUSE, 22 Sycamore Avenue.


Once we’d cleaned most of the raspberry sauce from our outfits, Poppy calmed down and said that it’s fine that we didn’t meet our competition rivals looking cool and mysterious because now they might believe we aren’t much of a threat. Little do they know that – most of the time – we are totally amazing detectives. 


6:15pm
My Bedroom, My HOUSE, 22 Sycamore Avenue.
 
Once we’d cleaned most of the raspberry sauce from our outfits, Poppy calmed down and said that it’s fine that we didn’t meet our competition rivals looking cool and mysterious because now they might believe we aren’t much of a threat. Little do they know that – most of the time – we are totally amazing detectives. 
 
 








	
			

			




















The Young Super Sleuth’s Handbook does say that if things have gone well for a while, like our other practice sessions have, it can make you complacent.* 


*Complacent: Thinking, well, I’ve been amazing at creative disguises, undercover surveillance, clue detection and gadget design, so of course we’ll win the competition, when actually you can’t relax – not even for a second – because the Young Super Sleuther competition will throw something at you that will blow your Mystery Senses into a million squiggly pieces.  


Whenever I find myself worrying about whether our detective skills won’t be as good as the other competitors’, I have to remind myself that seven hundred and three young detective agencies entered the competition. Only five were selected – and one of them was us! 
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